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A welcome photo by Peter Martin
Aestivation. Good word, that. It refers to animals which spend the summer asleep, the opposite of hibernation. There has
been a certain amount of that this year because of you-know-what but perhaps it is ending and as a result this month’s
edition of The Bridge begins to have a more familiar shape. The Bridge Interview returns when we meet Andrew
Wingfield Digby, priest, cricketer and Asthall Leigh resident. We also welcome back the Madhatter Bookshop with
reviews from its new owner, Kim Harvey, while Caroline Fisher supplies an article about a classic book by a favourite
author. Hugh Thompson has kindly sent us an account of life in Taynton.
In other news, the HGV ban in Burford comes into force in August. Should we all be out waving our fists and pitchforks
at infringers? We wait with interest to see what difference it makes. WODC have rejected the planning application for the
car park extension. We must remain studiously neutral on this as we know there are strong opinions on both sides of the
debate. Meanwhile the Burford archive project is gaining momentum, having been revved up by the very generous grant
of £50,000 from the aforesaid council. Sewers of different kinds are also on the agenda. Elsewhere twin porcupines have
been born at the Cotswold Wildlife Park. Apparently porcupines don’t breed very often. We wonder why?
We are still missing our regular articles from our local clubs, although some are starting to dust themselves down and
resume their activities. Hats off to The Arts Society Cotswolds for organising some excellent and well-attended Zoom
lectures. Some, indeed, have expressed the hope that these will continue to be streamed online. We hope that in the next
issue we can bring back our usual list of local clubs and societies. We hope that they themselves will be back with us
before too long.
Editors

THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH
ANDREW WINGFIELD DIGBY

at Oxford and played cricket every summer, four times
winning a blue, the highest award for sport at the
university. For many years matches played by Oxford
and Cambridge were classed as first class cricket,
although that has just ended. “We played six days a week
- two three day matches. We played against all the
counties and against touring sides including the
Australians.” The Combined Universities team drawn
from both Oxford and Cambridge, which he also played
in, included Vic Marks, Peter Roebuck, Chris Tavaré, Paul
Parker and (not least) Imran Khan, now the prime
minister of Pakistan. Andrew is modest about his
cricketing achievements and says he did not seriously
consider turning professional. “I wasn’t quite good
enough. I always felt out of my depth. I was offered a
contract by Gloucestershire but by then my career was
going in a different direction.” (For cricket buffs: he
played 39 first class matches taking 96 wickets with his
medium fast bowling at an average of 33.87 and had a
highest score of 69. He also played in 15 List A matches).
Andrew was ordained in 1977 and was a curate at Christ
Church, Cockfosters, and then served as minister in
charge at St Paul’s, Hadley Wood, on the northern fringes
of London. During this time he became involved in
Christians in Sport. This organisation started informally
as a forum for Christians engaged in serious sport to meet
each other but in 1984 it was formally constituted and
Andrew was asked to become its first director. “We
moved to Oxford. I became an honorary curate at St
Aldate’s Church where Michael Green was the vicar and
worked full time for Christians in Sport. Sue got a job
teaching in Oxford, and we have been based in
Oxfordshire ever since”.
The objective of the organisation is to bring together
Christians who take part in and love sport and to
encourage them to live out the Christian life as
sportspeople as an example and encouragement to their
teammates. He points out that it is very challenging for a
Christian to be a successful sportsperson since sport by its
nature tends towards selfishness. He gives examples of
what can be done such as a golf tournament where the
players, caddies and coaches may gather together for
bible study and prayer before the start. He was part of the
chaplaincy team at the Seoul, Sydney and London
Olympics during which Christian athletes would meet in
the Olympic village each day. He does not agree that
Christians are off duty when they play sport. “My ability
to bowl an outswinger is as much a gift from God as that
of the organist to play during a church service”.
He is often asked whether it is permissible for
Christians to play on Sundays. Answer: yes, but you
should then have a day of rest at some other time in the
week. He is also asked whether you can pray to win. His
answer is to pray that your opponent will play as well as
they can so that when you win you know you have done
well.
In 1991 Andrew was invited by Ted Dexter, the
chairman of the selectors, to become chaplain to the
England cricket team. “I already knew some of the
players. Dexter had played with David Sheppard [both
played for Sussex as well as England] and said that his
influence on the team had been helpful. I was thrilled but

This month’s
interviewee has the
unusual distinction of
being listed both in
Wisden Cricketers’
Almanack and
Crockford’s Clerical
Directory. The
Reverend Canon
Andrew Wingfield
Digby, to give him his
full title, has played
first class cricket,
mixed with elite
sportsmen and women
and worked as vicar of
a Church of England parish. A man with skills in many
fields, sporting or otherwise, he now lives in Asthall
Leigh and incidentally is the third resident of that small
village to be interviewed in this magazine.
One of Andrew’s forebears, Sir Everard Digby, was
executed for his part in the Gunpowder Plot. Another, Sir
John Digby, acquired Sherborne Castle in Dorset from
James I after the previous owner, Sir Walter Raleigh, had
his head chopped off in 1617. Andrew’s cousins still live
there. Andrew’s father was vicar of Sherborne. Andrew
lived in the town up to the age of 18 and he, together with
his two brothers, attended Sherborne School while his
sister went to Sherborne Girls. He explains that his father
could not have afforded the fees if his position had not
entitled him to a substantial discount. Andrew had a very
happy childhood. “I had a very privileged but not
particularly wealthy upbringing.”
He was brought up as a Christian but finally committed
himself to a Christian life during his gap year while
working for David Sheppard, the former England
cricketer and later Bishop of Liverpool, at the Mayflower
Centre at Canning Town in London. He did not decide
immediately to go into the church as at that time he was
thinking of a career in journalism, although ministry was
at the back of his mind. In the meantime he read history
at Keble College, Oxford, and played a lot of cricket. He
also met his wife Sue at Oxford. She had grown up at
Chastleton near Moreton-in-Marsh where her father,
Captain Peter Aizlewood, was a farmer and a well known
local figure.
After graduating Andrew worked for two years for Help
the Aged while considering what to do, while Sue was
training to be a teacher. He finally decided to apply for
ordination. He and Sue were married in 1974. They have
three children: Anna, who lives in Witney and whose
husband works for BMW at Oxford: Mark, who works for
brewers AB InBev and lives near Newbury; and Laura,
whose husband, Kev, is a vicar in London. They have ten
grandchildren ranging in age from 21 years to a few
months.
Soon after the wedding Andrew began to study theology
at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, while Sue took a teaching job in
the city. He therefore spent two periods totalling six years
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together with Alex Ross and more recently with Gerald
March, another retired vicar. Over the last few months
they have had to grapple with the challenge of streaming
services online, something Andrew thinks churches will
go on doing after lockdown ceases. The Swinbrook
“Thought for the Week” videos (swinbrookat11.org) have
been viewed around 200 times each, showing they have
reached well beyond the regular church family.
A further responsibility came Andrew’s way when
Richard Coombs announced that he was moving to
Cheltenham and asked Andrew to take charge of the
benefice until the arrival of a new vicar. “It was a great
privilege to be responsible
for a year, to get to know
the benefice better and be
part of the staff team.” He
is now happy to be able to
support the new vicar, Tom
Putt.
Cricket has continued to be a big part of Andrew’s life.
He has played for a variety of teams including captaining
Dorset in the Minor Counties competition, various
ecclesiastical teams and currently for Swinbrook, where
he sits on the committee. He has written several books
and contributed chapters to others. In one book, Team
Mates, various cricketers were asked to write about
someone they have particularly enjoyed playing with. He
chose Richie Parker, his captain at Swinbrook.
As if this were not enough…Andrew and Sue are keen
skiers and take part in a ski chaplaincy in Switzerland
every year. He is on the committee of the Cotswold
Flyfishers Club, and a trustee of the Deo Gloria Trust, a
grant-giving charity. He has just finished a three year
term as chairman of the Old Sherburnians Association.
Sue is a trustee of the NFL Trust, an educational charity,
is involved with the Besom in Witney and is chair of
trustees of a food bank in Oxford; she is a member of the
parochial church council for Asthall Leigh and
neighbouring villages. The rest of their time is their own.
Andrew is known as someone who teaches the Bible in
an illuminating and
entertaining way. Many will
remember his Easter sermon
in Burford last year when he
gutted a trout to illustrate the
story of Jesus preparing a
fish after his resurrection.
He then produced another
trout he had prepared earlier
and invited the children in
the congregation to tuck into
it. He explains that he was
once given six of the best by
a prefect at Sherborne for
laughing during house
prayers. He later resolved to
make the congregation laugh
at least once in every sermon. Whether you are looking
for someone to preach a sermon, listen to you, catch a
fish, bowl an out swinger or make you laugh, you could
not do better than Andrew.
Editors

a bit daunted. The team included players such as Gooch,
Gatting, Botham, Gower and Lamb. The first time Ted
Dexter took me into the changing room Botham was on
the physio’s couch. He called out ‘Don’t worry, Wingers,
Lamby and I will sing in the choir.’ That broke the ice. I
did this for ten years and was able to get to know the
team, listen to them and share my faith when appropriate.
I once asked Botham how Cathy and the children were.
He was amazed and said no one had ever asked him that
before. The job attracted some publicity and helped to
promote the public perception of Christians in Sport.” He
points out how stressful life can be for sportsmen and
their wives given the amount of
time away from home. Their
divorce rate is very high.
Then Ray Illingworth took
over from Dexter. “I went to
the first day of the first test at
Trent Bridge and he was very
friendly. The second day I wasn’t there and someone
asked ‘Where’s the Rev?’ He said ‘I want no dark
glasses, no mobile phones and no vicars in the changing
room.’ The next day the headline in the Sun said
‘KNICKERS TO THE VICAR.’ In fact Illingworth called
me and told me I was welcome in the changing room any
time. In a way it made it much easier for me to work
informally and with less publicity. I then did an interview
with Ruth Gledhill who was religious affairs
correspondent with The Times. She asked me whether I
was surprised that Illingworth had dispensed with my
services. I replied along the lines that good and bad
things happen and life is not always easy. When the story
appeared, the sub-editor had put in the headline ‘Chaplain
blames the Devil for dismissal.’ ”
Andrew left Christians in Sport in 2002. “I had three
children growing up. Sue was headmistress of a school in
Oxford and I was away a lot. I also felt that I had been
ordained in order to work in a local church.” By the time
the vacancy occurred he was an honorary curate at St
Andrew’s Church in north Oxford. “The bishop and the
outgoing vicar encouraged me to apply for the vacancy.”
They moved into the vicarage in 2003. Sue’s school was
in the same road as the church and they were near to Sue’s
parents.
After Sue’s father died in 2007 they began to think
about where they would like to retire. “It had to be within
striking distance of Oxford, near a river (Andrew is a
keen fisherman), near a good church and we really only
thought of the Cotswolds.” They saw their house in
Asthall Leigh and fell in love with it. For a time they
used it as a bolt hole and for the family, looked after the
garden and built up relationships in the village. They
moved there full time in 2016 after both of them had
retired. For vicars retirement rarely means inactivity and
Andrew soon became involved in plans to develop a new
11am service at Swinbrook. There were about 15 regular
members of the congregation at that time but about 20
members of Burford Church including Andrew and Sue
committed to joining them. “We were about 35 to start
with. Within six months we were 60 to 70. Now about
100 people would say it is their church and the car park is
jam packed on Sundays.” Andrew led the services

Botham said “Lamby and I will
sing in the choir”
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Finally, I cannot let
an issue go by
without an HGV
update. Most of you
will have seen the
signs giving advance
warning of the
weight limit. The
start date is 5 August
although we won’t
be able to start
prosecution of
transgressors until
September/October
to allow time for
issue of exemption
permits, training of
enforcement staff
and running in of
software. But we are
nearly there!

BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL
“A dram in exchange for the pox is an ill
bargain indeed!” – Samuel Pepys
This is the last line of an extract
from Pepys’ diary recording some
over-exuberance in a (mistaken)
belief that the Great Plague had
passed. It starts “The Taverns are full
of gadabouts making merry this
eve”. When 4 July dawned –
Independence Day in the US,
Liberation Day in the UK – there was some concern that
the gadabouts might make a nuisance of themselves in
the High Street but the general Burford approach, as far
as one could judge it, was thank goodness we can get
out and about a bit, don’t let’s go mad and spoil it for
everybody else. It probably helps that we do not have
any statues to topple.
It was good to see lots of shops open again but we
cannot pretend that finding businesses to take over the
empty shops will be easy. We can all play a part. For
most of us, shopping online has become a necessary
habit because there was no other easy way of obtaining
the bare necessities. Break the habit! We are not
advocating shop till you drop but every penny you spend
in Burford, rather than online, aids the regeneration of
the High Street. Landlords must take a hand. Most
Burford landlords have taken the reasonable view that
some rent is better than no rent and have granted rent
holidays/reductions or interest-free rent deferrals.
Regrettably one or two have not seen the light and are
intent on pursuing their tenants into bankruptcy. There is
no room for such misers in Burford. BTC must also do
their bit and we are spitting blood at the refusal by
WODC to give us permission to extend the car park. But
spitting blood is not enough and is singularly offensive
in these coronavirus times anyway. We shall pursue
every conceivable opportunity to increase visitor
parking and keep our blood to ourselves.

BTC is gradually returning to business as usual. We
keep our fingers tightly crossed that the same applies to
all the businesses in the town!
John White - Mayor
*********************************************

2020 BURFORD TREE CHALLENGE
The end of our tree planting in March (and my last update)
was followed almost immediately by the beginning of
lockdown. With this came a chance to reflect on what
we’ve achieved in this short time and to notice and
appreciate the trees and nature we so often pass by. I’ve
really enjoyed the quiet evenings watering the newly
planted trees on the Rec which I’m pleased to report are
doing well (along with the wildflower borders that are
flourishing) – my thanks to David and Jan Cohen and all
the other waterers who’ve helped over the dry spring and
early summer.
The 2020 Tree Challenge hopes to plant 2020 trees by
the end of this year. To date we have planted 2071
hedging plants and 305 trees but much of the work so far
has been lining up planting for the autumn. The new tree
planting season will soon be upon us as and I hope next
month to report on a couple of exciting plans for Burford
and Fulbrook.
I’d like to encourage the parish councils to consider
suitable sites for trees in their villages and to discuss
possibilities with their parishioners for planting in private
gardens and on local farms. There is ample funding
available for tree planting efforts and I, or the Wychwood
Project, would be more than happy to provide support
funding or any other aspect of choosing and planting the
right tree. I’m also looking to put together a bulk order
from a local nursery for November delivery at a
discounted price so please do get in touch if you’re
interested.
Lucy.staveley@gmail.com 0792 986 1712
Children’s Activity Week
At the point of writing, we’re very much hoping the
Children’s Summer Activity Week will go ahead from 3–5
August on the Rec. We’ve got a variety of great, mostly
outdoor activities lined up and we’re looking forward to
welcoming families. There will be limited spaces and
events will require pre-booking but we hope there will be
something for everyone.

July’s council meeting was dominated by a lot of
planning. Lockdown seems to have brought out the
latent developer in many of us and an inclination to get
on with some work without benefit of planning
permission by the nefarious few. WODC’s planning
enforcement team are back from their temporary
engagement fighting the virus so those who believe
planning laws do not apply to them better watch out.
The new fish and chip van on the A40 roundabout
merited some attention but the general view was that it
is a good thing provided litter and aroma are kept under
tight control. Opening up the children’s playpark on the
Rec was a knotty one. The government had just
announced that it was possible but subject to very
stringent conditions including a rigorous risk
assessment, social distancing, supervision and sanitising
swings and roundabouts. This will give us some
difficulties which we will try to work our way through.
The equipment, having been out of use for three months,
will also have to be given a thorough overhaul, so I
cannot promise an early reopening.
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HMS BURFORD 1722 – 1752

between March and May 1741 were 18,000 sailors and
soldiers and 50 ships.
Burford returned to England, and docked in Chatham for
a “great repair”, finished in 1742 at a cost of £17,747 10s
11d. She returned to the West Indies in 1743 in a fleet
commanded by Sir Chaloner Ogle and Sir Charles
Knowles with Burford under Captain Franklin
Lushington.

Tony Hodgkison tells the story of the second vessel of this
name.
The second Burford, built in Deptford, was completed in
1722 at a cost of £13,463 13s 6d.
Tensions with Spain regarding Gibraltar, Menorca and the
West Indies dominated her entire service. In 1726 a small
squadron joined another in the Straits of Gibraltar to deter
Spanish aggression. Burford, the flagship, under Captain
Charles Stewart, flew the admiral's flag, with Vice
Admiral Edward Hopson in command.
The Treaty of Seville 1729 partly resolved AngloSpanish disputes. However it allowed Spanish
coastguards to board British merchant ships leaving the
West Indies to search for contraband. The merchants
reported severe losses. In addition the Spanish were
threatening Portuguese trade from Brazil to Lisbon.
In 1734 a fleet under the command of Admiral Sir
John Norris was sent to protect the Lisbon Approaches.
Burford was present under Captain Philip Vanbrugh. (At
the Battle of Passaro, described in my earlier article, his
brother Charles was in command of the previous Burford.
The eldest brother, Sir John, was the architect for Castle
Howard and Blenheim Palace).
The fleet returned in 1736. Burford went to Chatham
for a “middling repair” costing £8,298 11s 4d until 1738
and was then fitted out as a flagship for Edward Vernon
with Thomas Watson appointed captain.
In July 1739 the Admiralty authorised the start of naval
operations and Vernon set sail for Antigua. This campaign
became known as the War of Jenkins’ Ear, declared on 23
October 1739 following merchant captain Robert Jenkins’
claim that Spanish coastguards had cut off his ear after
boarding his ship in 1731.
Vernon was an advocate of deploying a small squadron
(six powerfully armed ships) to move fast and hard. On
20 November 1739, against all the odds, Vernon (on
Burford) attacked and captured Porto Bello (now in
Panama) and stayed for three weeks destroying the
fortress and key buildings with only a small loss of men.
This was hailed as a huge success in Britain and America.
Vernon was granted the Freedom of the City of London
and Porto Bello was commemorated in London
(Portobello Road), Edinburgh, Dublin and Virginia.
Vernon wore a coat of grogram cloth, a coarse mix of silk
and wool which earned him the name of 'old grog'.
Around this time he ordered that sailors' rum rations,
because of the foul water, should also have lime or lemon
juice added. This brew became known as 'grog' which
later proved to avoid scurvy.
The celebrity of Admiral Vernon continued. 'Rule
Britannia' was composed to celebrate the victory, George
Washington's half brother, Lawrence, became a captain of
a company of America's first marines (and served in the
Battle of Cartegena 1741), and Mount Vernon was named
after the admiral by George Washington.*
The next campaigns failed due to a toxic mix of the
tropical climate, bringing yellow fever, dysentery, typhus,
malaria and scurvy, combined with a capable Spanish
enemy. The very severe British losses in Cartegena

On 2 March 19 ships under the command of Knowles
attacked La Guaira, the port for Caracas. The Spanish had
been forewarned and prepared. The first ship, Burford,
moved towards the enemy. She was 'stood into the
roadstead', ie anchored in sheltered water close in to the
shore, to be followed by five other ships of the line, in
time forming a double line. Six shore batteries pounded
them with great accuracy, with furious returning fire from
the English. A heavy swell developed which prevented the
troops from disembarking. Captain Lushington was hit in
the thigh with chain shot and severely wounded. After
over three hours the battered Burford's anchor was cut, to
move out of range, with 24 dead and 50 wounded.
Eventually the fleet retired to Curacao and Lushington
died.
Following repairs and a new captain, Edward Smith,
Burford went with the same squadron to Puerto Cabello
on 16 April, with the same disastrous outcome. On 18
April Captain Smith died and Captain Richard Watkins
took over. The battle was lost eventually and they
withdrew to Jamaica.
Burford was sent to the Mediterranean in 1744 to
reinforce weakened forces there, and in 1748 she returned
home. She was surveyed in Chatham in 1752, and sold off
for scrap for £235 8s.

HMS Burford Battle Honour: Porto Bello 1739.
The magnificent model of HMS Burford, acquired by
Admiral Vernon, might have been the original dockyard
model from 1722 with the planking, masts etc. added
later.
It stayed in his family until sold at auction in London
1929 to the J. P .Morgan family, and was acquired in
1973 by the Mystic Seaport Museum, Cincinnati in 1973,
who kindly allowed use of the photographs.
Tony Hodgkison
*And he lent his name to numerous pubs - Ed
-5-

be on Thursday 15 October, with delivery expected by 1
November.
You can join the syndicate and order online at
www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership application
forms, and order forms are available from Burford News
and Reavley’s Chemist. Any questions please contact
Peter Higgs - 822462

Will there be a Burford Festival next year?

*********************************************

BURFORD SURGERY PPG UPDATE
Many of you will know that every surgery has a patient
participation group (PPG) attached to it. The role of the
PPG is to be the patients’ voice in the running of the
practice and it acts as a really useful link between
patients and their doctors. Members of the PPG meet
quarterly at the surgery with the practice manager and
one of the partners. The current chairwoman is standing
down and we are looking for volunteers for this role and
indeed for new members. One of the local PPGs shared
the following which may be of interest to Burford’s
patients.

If only we could give a firm answer. Lockdown is
slowly being lifted, but the future direction of the crisis
can’t be foreseen. Much will depend on what restrictions
will remain in June 2021, when we are due to hold the
11th biennial Burford Festival.
Will there still be limitations on numbers, or social
distancing requirements? Will speakers and guest artists
be willing and able to take part? And above all, will you,
our loyal and valued supporters, feel ready enough, and
safe enough, to come to the events?
The organising committee and the trustees are
considering the various options, and one way or another
are committed to delivering yet another unforgettable
event for everyone to enjoy, and to ensuring an exciting
future for the now famous Burford Festival.

A recent review of how the NHS coped with the Covid19 pandemic revealed that:
a. The NHS was not overwhelmed. No Covid patient
was denied a ventilator. Doctors did not have to
make difficult decisions about allocating intensive
care beds.
b. There may be a longer waiting list for surgery and
longer waiting times for mental health referrals. In
addition, hospitals may find that their capacity is
restricted because of requirements to ‘social
distance’. (NB at the time of going to press Oxford
University Hospitals have not yet reinstated normal
referrals - please do not contact the surgery about
pending referrals as these are out of their hands).
c. During the lockdown online consultations released
space in healthcare facilities and some doctors
worked from home. This was the case within the
Burford surgery.

The big questions are about the format and the
timing. If we are obliged to postpone the Festival until
June 2022, we still hope to bring you an event or events
in 2021 which will keep the Festival spirit well and truly
alive. The Festival trustees are to consider this in
September when, fingers crossed, the future situation
might be a little clearer.
If you have any thoughts or ideas about your
Festival, we would love to hear from you on
chairman@burfordfestival.org. In the meantime the
committee assures you that we are doing everything
possible to ensure that future Festivals are worthy of
those of past years.
Bill Risebero - Chair, Organising Committee

Test kits for Covid-19 Please ensure that if you have
symptoms you obtain a free Covid-19 test and help stop
the spread. Home testing kits can now be returned
through the post. To obtain a test go online at:
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
(please help friends and relations who find this difficult)
Vaccine There is much talk of a vaccine against Covid19. As you may be aware there are many countries
developing potential vaccines but we are a long way
from knowing if any of these will be successful and, if
so, when they will be available. The surgery has asked
us to remind all patients that they must not enter the
surgery premises unless asked to do so and in doing so
they must wear a face covering at all times. Please do
not accompany relatives or friends into the building
unless advised to do so by the surgery.
If you wish to join the PPG or ask more about what
is involved please contact the surgery.
Burford Surgery PPG

********************************************

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE
(Covering Burford, Fulbrook,
Taynton and Bradwell Village
Only)
Next order date is Thursday 3 September 2020 by
5.00pm. Late orders will not be accepted. Deliveries for
the September order are expected to be between 7
September and 20 September. The following order will
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surveys, architects, planning consent and associated
legal fees have been paid.

We will keep you informed of future progress
What’s all this about an Archive?

To keep you informed of developments and progress on
the building’s conversion, as well as entertaining you
(by sharing historical videos, pictures and articles), we
are launching the Archive News. It is being produced by
the originators of the B&DS Self Isolation newsletters,
so many of you will already know what to expect. To
receive your copies simply email
peteremartin@btinternet.com and write ‘Archive News –
yes, please’ and don’t forget to sign up your friends.
Additionally you can now follow our progress on the
new Burford Archive Facebook page.

Pre the recent pestilence, this exciting ‘by the
Community for the Community’ project to create
Burford’s very own Archive was launched.
Archives are where your memories are stored and
where history is preserved. Thanks to the foresight of
many to collect and preserve historical information,
everyone is now able to delve deeply into the past for
insights into how things were done in antiquity – but not
yet in Burford.
Burford has a long, very special and exciting story to
tell. Since the 1960s the Tolsey Museum has saved a
wonderful collection of fascinating local artefacts. Now,
before it is forever lost, we want to take in and preserve
the written and oral story of Burford. There exists a
wealth of material from medieval times to the present as
well as accounts of real human experiences over the
centuries, connected with our town, our villages and
their inhabitants. The Archive will protect these
amazing and fascinating insights into our local heritage
for future generations to enjoy. Currently such local
records are widely scattered in innumerable buildings
and cubby-holes in and around Burford, slowly
decomposing and unprotected from moth, flood and fire.
The new Burford Archive will provide a clean, safe and
readily accessible environment in which to preserve
these records.

We need your help
Burford will be immensely enriched when the Archive is
built. It will be a precious, ‘open to all’ resource and a
unique asset of which the town will be justly proud.
Along with the Tolsey Museum the community will
have safely secured centuries of our historical artefacts
and records for future generations.
This project has got off to a tremendous start with a
donation of £50,000 from West Oxfordshire District
Council. Several local charities have given support, as
have individuals. Recently we have benefitted from the
initiative of the Burford and District Society which, as
part of its Self-Isolation Newsletters, organised sewers
among us (those who sew rather than drains!) to make
personal protection masks to be distributed locally. At
the same time the excellent book Burford and its Soul
has gone on sale. These and other enterprises have
raised funds for the Archive project.

As restrictions slowly ease the small team chaired by
David Cohen is once again able to focus on the tasks
needed to further this exciting initiative.

What progress has already been made?

We now need your generosity to raise the funds
necessary to convert the building

We have made great progress since the concept of
Burford’s very own archive was first floated. The
Falkland Hall Charity, established for the general benefit
of Burford and its neighbourhood, is the overarching
body supporting both the Tolsey Museum and the new
Burford Archive.

Please consider donating to this exciting project. We are
determined to keep possession of our historical and
contemporary records, and your contribution will help
ensure their preservation. You can donate online (see
website), by cheque or by bank transfer to Falkland Hall
Charity, 30-91-43, 00157448. Gift Aid is available.

The charity has made
possible the purchase
of an 18th century
barn and garden in
Swan Lane (shown
left) thanks to the
generosity of Sue
Ashton and family,
which it will
extensively convert into the Burford Archive. The plan
is to build a three room archive with a small garden flat
whose rental income will cover the archive’s running
costs. The plans have been agreed and the costs of

Should we fail, many of the written and oral
historical records of Burford and our neighbouring
villages will be lost forever. This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity to preserve our precious local heritage.
Let’s mark 2020 in Burford and the neighbourhood as
the year of the Archive and not the year of Covid-19!
“Out of the Strong came forth Sweetness”.
Clendon Daukes
cddaukes@gmail.com
www.burfordcommunityarchive.org
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NEWS FROM TAYNTON
The last weeks have been dominated by the lockdown.
Prior to this the number of residents was swelled by those
who normally spent time at their homes in London or
elsewhere, and by the children of residents. They all
recognised that lockdown would be safer and more
bearable if they were in a quiet Cotswold village where
every house has a garden and we have access to stunning
countryside for exercise. A substantial proportion of
residents are retired, and a system was set up at the start
of the pandemic to identify those most at risk and of
volunteers prepared to visit and shop for them. Villagers
established a programme for baking and other fresh food
to be distributed to local care homes.
Normal communication has altered. We were fortunate
that at the end of last year, along with many other villages
in West Oxfordshire, ultrafast broadband had been
installed. This helped us to use the ubiquitous Amazon
and others for online deliveries. The delivery drivers were
handicapped by Taynton’s practice of not having street
names and, where houses have numbers, by those
numbers not always being in logical sequence. Two
residents, Deric and Sarah Keepin, having set up a new
website in 2019, enthusiastically maintained it during the
pandemic as the principal means of circulating news and
information.
We were obliged to cancel the Village Fete due to be
held at the end of June; this has always been one of the
most popular such events held in our part of the
Cotswolds, and an important way of raising funds for the
community and for villagers to come together. The only
social gathering we have held across the village was on
VE Day when bunting and alcohol came out for a socially
distanced celebration. We have no pub in the village to
enjoy Boris Johnson’s easing of lockdown.
A number of villagers have caught the Covid virus,
with varying degrees of seriousness, but we are fortunate
in that there have been no fatalities. During an idle
moment I looked through some of the Parish Meeting
records to see how this compared with the Spanish Flu
pandemic of 100 years ago when there were over 200,000
deaths in the UK. Although there were no specific
references to the pandemic, it was intriguing to note a
concern about overcrowding in the village, with large
families occupying houses with only two bedrooms. The
Parish Meeting recommended to the local authority (then
Witney Rural District Council) that 30-35 council houses
should be built in the village, but, for better or worse, this
was not implemented.
A hundred years ago Taynton had
some 300 residents principally
involved as agricultural labourers on
the Barrington estate or at the
Taynton Quarry; their successors
would be priced out of today’s
Taynton. One potential impact of the
current pandemic is that a village like
ours will become attractive for a
younger community working from
home, benefiting from the improved communication links
combined with the beautiful lifestyle.
Hugh Thompson - Chair, Taynton Parish Meeting

12 August Zoom Lecture
Inigo Jones and the New Style
With Christopher Rogers
In the light of the Covid-19 pandemic, it was with regret
that all of our programmed activities in the Warwick Hall
were cancelled. However, following two successful Zoom
lectures with Mark Hill in June and John Osborne in July,
the committee is delighted to announce an additional
Zoom lecture on 12 August and a Zoom tour of the East
End of London covering its history, scandal, street art and
culture on 5 August.
Inigo Jones introduced the work of Palladio to the
English court and his influence led to a revolution in
architecture in the 17th century. Beginning with the
Queen’s House at Greenwich, he built a number of
buildings which became iconic and innovative, of which
the Banqueting House in Whitehall is the best known. His
influence on the succeeding generation of architects, such
as John Webb and Sir Roger Pratt, was profound. He
created the much loved ‘Queen Anne’ style.

Inigo Jones by Sir
Anthony Van Dyck

The Banqueting House

Beginning with the Queen's House at Greenwich,
this lecture looks at a wide range of houses built mainly
in the latter half of the 17th century of which Jones is the
overriding influence.
Our lecturer: Christopher Rogers was born in Derby
and read geography at Merton College, Oxford. He
taught geography and was a housemaster at
Marlborough College before moving to Downe House
School, Newbury. Until retiring this year,
Christopher had been an Arts Society lecturer for 25
years specialising in architectural history. For many
years he ran courses on art related themes at the
Marlborough College Summer School. He is a
member of the Kennet and Swindon branch of the Arts
Society of which he has been chairman and remains the
visits secretary.
Members will be invited via our newsletter, but
guests are welcome to join us with a suggested donation
of £5 per person.
For more information on how to join the Zoom
lecture, please contact Frances Sparkes on 01993
823943 or, preferably by email,
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk
Frances Sparkes
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THE TASC FORCE - ABOUT THE
ARTS SOCIETY COTSWOLDS

We also organise a few visits per year to exhibitions,
galleries and historic houses. In the last few years our
visits have included Windsor Castle, the Mary Rose, the
Queen’s Gallery and Hereford Cathedral. We also have
special interest days and other social events.

Readers will be used to reading the publicity about
TASC's monthly talks in the Warwick Hall which sadly
are Covid-condemned until further notice, but now
being Zoomed to our members.
But what is The Arts Society Cotswolds ("TASC")
exactly and what does it do?
TASC is a thriving society of about 180 members
who for the last 50 pre-corona years met monthly to
appreciate first class illustrated talks about all and any
arts topics.
TASC is one of 385 societies with over 90,000
members belonging to the umbrella educational charity
called The Arts Society ("TAS") see https://
theartssociety.org.
Formerly known as The National Association of
Decorative and Fine Arts ("NADFAS"), it rebranded
itself as The Arts Society a couple of years ago to reduce
the NADFAS mouthful, but also to widen its remit in the
arts. TAS's charitable purpose is to promote education
in the arts and the preservation of artistic heritage.

Boomers becoming Zoomers we are now. So long as
we cannot congregate in the Warwick Hall, we are
transmitting our illustrated talks to members in their
homes using Zoom. Members watch on their TV or
computer screens. And on 5 August we shall have our
first Zoomed ‘visit’ – a tour of the East End of London
with a London Blue Badge Guide.

TAS's USP, and primary function in relation to
TASC, as far as I am concerned, is the list of its
lecturers. All the speakers we employ are TAS
accredited and cost us between £300 - £500 per lecture.
There are over 380 TAS-approved freelance lecturers all
of whom have fulfilled the tough TAS criteria and stiff
accreditation process. The lecturers come from all sorts
of fields - academic, curatorial, practical, writing, TV/
radio presenting or they are just passionate amateurs
who have become expert in their subject. They must
prove excellent presentation skills to obtain
accreditation. This means that we rarely leave a talk
without being inspired and uplifted as well as, hopefully,
a little more knowledgeable about the topic.

Visit our website: http://
www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk; or contact Frances
Sparkes on publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk;
or on 01993 823943 if you would like to join or find out
more. Visitors are welcome to attend (on Zoom until we
can back into the Warwick Hall) a lecture or event.
Carolyn Walton - Chairman
The Arts Society Cotswolds
*********************************************

The range of topics is huge - ranging from traditional
fine art to film, furniture to fashion, dance to design, and
includes theatre and music. "The History of the Harp",
"Sundials", "Tribal Rugs", "History of Exotic Colours"
and "Food as Ephemeral Art" are illustrations of the
talks we've had in the last few years, as well as the more
traditional "Canaletto" and "The Glories of English
Watercolours".

We are open for sit-in dining and drinks in the Warwick
Hall. Our riverside garden is in full bloom and the Café
Fifteen team look forward to welcoming you.
We’ve carried out a thorough risk assessment and are
pleased to report that we’ll be open again with a few
alterations to ensure safety for both you and our team.
So, what can you expect?
• An exciting new sit-in Café Fifteen menu
• A beautiful riverside garden for al fresco dining
• Table service (rather than ordering at the counter)
• A re-trained team and even stricter cleaning and
hygiene procedures
• A relaxed and friendly atmosphere
• Delicious, freshly cooked food and drinks
• Temporarily reduced opening hours, between 10am
and 4pm
We look forward to seeing you at Café Fifteen…
Sally Ward
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Everyone contacted so far has enthusiastically
welcomed the chance to participate. If we haven’t made
contact with your organisation and you believe that you
qualify, then please email Kathryn Kyle –
kylekathryn@hotmail.com who is the B&DS lead for
liaising with local societies etc.
This facility, which is free of charge, is being assisted
by a generous grant from the trustees of Burford
Festival, which we gratefully acknowledge.
At the time of writing this article, I much regret that it is
still too soon to make any decisions re the recommencement of our regular programme of events.
But rest assured, we will continue to keep in touch and
look forward to the time when we can all meet again.
Do I hear a swelling background chorus of ‘Don’t know
where, Don’t know when’? In which case, may I add
what Vera almost sang ‘but I know we’ll safely meet
again some post-Covid day’.
Peter Martin - peteremartin@btinternet.com

We are all aware that ‘necessity is the mother of
invention’. Add to it Tim O’Reilly’s quotation, ‘An
invention has to make sense in the world it finishes in,
not the world it started’. These two lines summarise the
direction in which the B&DS are endeavouring to go, to
anticipate our fantastic community’s needs, in what
remain uncharted waters.
Never was a need to innovate more pronounced than
during the darkness of strict house arrest when thanks to
your support we originated the Self-Isolation
Newsletters, which seemed to ‘hit the spot’ in enabling
us to still keep in touch. This new digital format proved
such a success that, watch this space, you are likely to
see the concept’s re-emergence in slightly different
forms in the future.
Similarly, we anticipated the demand for cloth face
masks, which are now referred to as ‘face-coverings’ by
the powers that be at No. 10. Thanks to the much
appreciated efforts of our volunteer sewers a good
supply continues to be available from Michael
Taubenheim Tel. 07711 342608, myself or at the
Burford Surgery. They are free, although any voluntary
donations are gratefully accepted for the Burford
Archive fund.

*********************************************

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY
Good news! We have received the
following from Oxfordshire Libraries
Dear Oxfordshire Library Friends
Groups
We are pleased to share that a phased
reopening of the Oxfordshire County
Library network has been approved and
is now under way. We have listened carefully to
government guidance and have put considered safety
measures in place as we prepare to open our doors. We
have done so with staff and customer safety as our main
priority. By opening in phases, we are confident that we
will be best positioned to operate with safety at front of
mind and within our current staffing availability.
We look forward to welcoming library users back into
the first round of libraries next week and we value your
patience and adaptability during these challenging
times. Thank you for supporting Oxfordshire Library
Service.
Hooray! This is the first step forward. However, our
library is not in the initial wave of openings, so we shall
have to wait a little longer. We can still order books on
line and if we go on the Library Count website we can
check up on our ancestry.
The Summer Reading Challenge ends at the end of
August and we are still hoping to host our Plonk and
Pudding evening as soon as it is safe to do so.
In the meantime, best wishes for more enjoyable
reading.
Elizabeth Mortimore
At the time of going to press Witney library was open
and Carterton library was due to reopen on 20 July.
For news of when Burford library will reopen and
details of what services will be available and what
health restrictions will be in operation keep an eye on
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-andculture/libraries/reopening-libraries - Ed

Our latest initiative is directed towards stimulating
interest in our local cultural and artistic life, particularly
for residents who are relatively new to Burford and
district. We are working towards producing an A5
‘‘Living in Burford’ pack to contain details of our
many organisations, clubs, societies and churches. The
size of these packs will enable organisations to include
much more information about themselves than is
possible in the excellent monthly summary of
information which was introduced in The Bridge by
Geoff and Jenny Smith ten years ago.
The options we are offering to local societies, nonprofit making organisations and the churches are either
for us to include one of their fliers in the packs, or
alternatively, we can include their details in a series of
information sheets. The eventual intention is that once
the scheme goes live, (possibly in mid autumn or later,
depending on the then prevailing advice from the
government), one of these packs will be personally
delivered by a band of volunteers to every home to help
to welcome new residents to Burford and district.
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BURFORD’S TOLSEY MUSEUM OF
LOCAL HISTORY

It’s a Virtual World
Whilst it has been disappointing not to have held our
usual range of summer events throughout the last few
months, we have all been motivated to think laterally
and master new skills. Alongside getting to grips with
online teaching, we have been putting together virtual
experiences for both current and prospective parents and
students to enjoy. These have included our Lower
School Prizegiving, our annual Technology Exhibition
and our Summer Gala.
With no Year 6 Induction Days possible this year, we
thought it would be helpful to provide something for
those joining us in September. For this we were able to
use the skills of two of our former students, Sam
Bardsley and Alex Horrox, whose company ‘Gone
Visual Productions’, films all over the world. Based
locally, they were able to come in at short notice and put
together a great Induction Day video which has now
been viewed extensively by both those coming into Year
7 in September, and also the public at large. https://
www.youtube.com/watch.
We are now looking forward to developing this
relationship with a number of further videos in the new
academic year.

Burford Hand Weavers was set up in Lawrence Lane by
Miss Campbell Murdoch soon after she came with her
mother to live on Westhall Hill in 1915. For the next 20
years Miss Murdoch employed several local people in
her enterprise, at a time when the Arts and Crafts
movement in the Cotswolds was still quite vibrant. The
weaving sheds remained until they were demolished in
1935 to make way for the new assembly hall for Burford
Grammar School.
The Murdochs then moved to Simon’s Close in the
High Street where, we are told by Mrs Gretton, the
looms were stored in sheds, possibly including the
adjoining gazebo during the Second World War, but I
wonder, were they put to use again in peacetime?
These seat pads, and perhaps the small mats used to
mark each place for the bell-ringers to stand in the
church tower, are possibly the only remaining products
of the Burford Weavers, but does anyone remember who
worked for Miss Murdoch? Also, I wonder if anyone
can tell us the range of products made, and how much
work was produced or where it was sold. I feel it is
important that we record this small industry.

Getting together again!
As per the Government guidelines we were able to have
our Year 10 and 12 students back in school in small,
socially distanced groups in June and July. Considerable
planning, thought and care has since gone into the
preparations for the new term and we are now looking
forward to having everyone with us in September.
We would like to wish all readers of The Bridge, a safe
and happy summer.
Sarah Duckworth - Marketing Manager
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk

Even though some museums have reopened since 4
July, having read the guidelines issued by the National
Museum Directors’ Council, sadly it is currently not
possible at the Tolsey, but we will open again as soon as
we can.
Chris Walker - tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk
*********************************************

BURFORD SCHOOL
Preparing for Exam Results
The run up to the end of term saw the teaching staff
working hard to set, moderate and agree centre assessed
grades (CAGs) for every student in Years 11, 12 and 13
who should have been taking externally assessed exams
this summer. A grade and ranking for every student in
each subject, established through a thorough, fair and
robust quality assurance system, was quite an
undertaking and we now await the Exam Boards final
decision on the grades later this month. To avoid any
risk of infection we will be emailing the students with
their results this year and we shall miss seeing them all
on these important days.

The School Pavilion
Don’t forget to look at our website
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk for updates on local
news, previous features and topical photographs
And for more photos about Burford events do look at
Burford Life on Facebook
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Orders and Home Delivery: We have an excellent
ordering system in place so if it is in print, we will find
it for you and if you are still in isolation then please get
in touch and we are very happy to deliver or post to you.
and finally……. more than selling you books, we
want to immerse you in the world of books and their
authors and will be putting together a series of literary
dinners and author-led events as well as our small group
literary courses where we will take an in depth look at
six seminal texts and their authors over six months…
more information on all our courses and events will be
published soon.
Thank you again for your support, you really do make a
difference.
Kim Harvey- Email: kim@madhatterbookshop.co.uk
Instagram @madhatterbookshop
FB @madhatterbooksandhats.The Madhatter Bookshop
122 High Street, Burford. Telephone 01993 822539

THE MADHATTER RECOMMENDS
The Madhatter Bookshop is open and thriving and the
residents of Burford have been simply marvellous. You
have popped in with messages of support, bought books
and ordered books. This support is what keeps the light
of the indie book shop and our High Street burning
bright, thank you!
If you need a novel to help recover from “Readers’
Block”, an actual thing and prevalent during lockdown,
your next meaty read or a book whose prose offers
informative facts rather than fiction, our shelves are
stocked and ready for you to browse; the art of
surveying books in a leisurely and casual way. (We do
of course have the required safety measures)
Here are our top ten reads for this month, a selection
box of fiction, non-fiction, new titles and a couple of
my personal favourites thrown in for good measure.

*********************************************

ALICE’S BOOK CLUB
The Craftsman by Sharon Bolton was enjoyed by all of
Alice’s Book Group, bar one who could not understand
our enthusiasm. It transpired, however, that she had
been supplied with a book of the same title, but by a
different author, which droned on about hand crafts!
The Truants by Kate Weinberg
Brixton Hill by Lottie Moggach
Nairn’s Paris by Ian Nairn
One Hundred Miracles by Zuzana Ruzickova
Delayed Rays of a Star by Amanda Lee Koe
The Passionate Spirit of Alma Mahler by Cate Haste
On Castle Sands by Laura Cummings
Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race
Reni-Eddo-Lodge
Shooting Stars by Stefan Zweig
The Second Sleep by Robert Harris
Our Young Adult selection is varied and includes
authors such as Charlaine Harris, Veronica Roth and
Charlie Higson as well as a few personal favourites and
recommended reads from acclaimed authors Ursula Le
Guinn, Ray Bradbury and Dodie Smith.

This book is not all easy reading,
overcoming the mind-curdling early
descriptions of a child’s death,
however, we persevered and were
rewarded by an engrossing thriller set
in Pendle in the 1960s. So strong was
the story in fact that one merely
absorbed further horrors.
The historical significance of the setting below Pendle
Hill, where the 16th century witch trials were held and
the “witches” executed, is exploited to the full, and there
is a sense of the unreal and the unworldly throughout the
book. The heroine, a senior police officer, is for the
most part the narrator, but the story begins when she
was a very junior, bright member of a police force in a
small town which is suffering a spate of child abduction.
She endures the casual misogyny endemic in the period,
but her instincts and diligent, rather despised, researches
give her clues to the killer’s next moves much to her
colleagues’ disgust, and the apparent ease of her
deductions even leads to some suspicion from them too,
and more dangerously, attracts the attention of a
murderer.
There is a host of interesting characters, and complex
knots of loyalties and relationships weave throughout
the book, and not all of them benign. The tension and
sense of foreboding are cleverly manipulated to make
this a page turner, and each major character is a readily
acceptable person, though I was still surprised by the
denouement. My psychological deductive powers were
obviously at fault.

For Children and Young Readers who love the
classics, we have the Mrs Pepperpot stories, the
adventures of My Naughty Little Sister, The Folk of the
Faraway Tree and Milly Molly Mandy, all perfect for a
chapter at bedtime or for reading under the covers by
torchlight after lights out, as well as The Adventures of
Claude and Sir Bobbly Sock and Mr Penguin,
beautifully illustrated and written by Alex T Smith.
We also have a wonderful collection of picture books
including Mog the Forgetful Cat, stories of Katie Morag
and Michael Rosen’s Little Rabbit Foo Foo as well as
some of our absolute favourite board books, Peepo,
Each Peach Pear Plum and we cannot forget We’re
Going on a Bear Hunt, perfect for tiny hands.
In our quest to promote local authors we now have
copies of Mighty Maurice by Emily Gale.
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SCULPTURE AT THE BURFORD
GARDEN CENTRE

Given the strength of the story, frankly, it is difficult to
impartially assess the actual writing, but it was good
enough, sometimes excellent, with the feeling of place
nicely done.
The book I have chosen is Around the World in 80
Trains by Monisha Rajesh, which appears to be what it
says on the front cover, so we will be breathing freely
away from the claustrophobic atmosphere of the last
book – or perhaps there will be another sort of
breathlessness in store
Veral Marshall
*********************************************

CAROLINE’S CLASSICS
Not That Sort Of Girl by Mary Wesley
With this tantalising title you just
know you’re in for a typical risqué
romp by this marvellous author.
Wesley combines wonderfully witty
and pacy dialogue with brilliant
characterisation and a deliciously
unconventional plot. Best known for
The Camomile Lawn, adapted by the
BBC featuring high profile stars
such as Felicity Kendall and Paul
Eddington, her first novel Jumping
The Queue also hit the screen, starring Sheila Hancock.
But I feel the novel I’ve just re-read in lockdown simply
trumps them both.
Wesley, who didn’t start writing adult fiction until
she was 70, certainly had plenty of racy experience to
draw upon. A young woman ‘with connections’, she’d
married an aristocrat but caused a family scandal by
divorcing him in 1945 to live with the love of her life.
The writer genuinely resonates with the reader as she
bases her stories on ‘her own sort’ - the privileged set
living an exciting and unpredictable wartime when
conventions often flew out of the window.
Not That Sort of Girl revolves round heroine Rose.
Expected to land a good catch of a husband by her
parents, she is cornered into wedding stereotypical and
secure Ned, complete with his country house and
mapped-out future. However, she has already helplessly
fallen for the anti-establishment, bohemian and
mercurial Mylo.
Rose’s life becomes an agonising constant conflict
between head and heart. And she’s made unbreakable
promises to both men. Ned has begged her to promise
she will never leave him; Mylo asks that she comes to
him if he ever sends for her urgently. Rose has to lead an
exemplary public role as the perfect wife, whilst
concealing her double life; in front of a cast of
extraordinary characters – from the ever-prying,
sexually ambiguous brother and sister neighbours
Nicholas and Emily to Ned’s uncle Archibald. Wesley
plays a masterstroke, giving the reader many of the key
incidents from their viewpoints – making you feel the
unbearable mounting pressure of a final denouement.
Caroline Fisher

Sculptor Martin Cash from Burford and his colleague
Piotr Gargas are holding an exhibition and sale at the
Burford Garden Company. The exhibition, called
Leaving No Stone Unturned, includes more than a dozen
new works and can be seen both outside (next to the
main entrance) and inside the gallery. The sculptures
they produce, both figurative and abstract, are carved
from a variety of natural stone – from Portuguese
marble to Portland stone – and have in common
extraordinary virtuosity and great tactility. See
martincashsculpture.com.
Editors
*********************************************

EDITORIAL POLICY
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what
can and cannot be published is final. In particular, they will edit or
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal
attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially
defamatory. Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their
own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does
not indicate that the editors agree with them. Items may also be
edited for clarification or length and may be rejected. Where items
or services are offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is
responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of
good quality. The editors may refuse to publish advertisements or
other statements about unsuitable items or services.
The Bridge
does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of advertisements and
does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised. All
items submitted for inclusion must give the name and address of the
writer and an email address or telephone number. By submitting any
article, announcement, letter or advertisement to The Bridge you are
deemed to have agreed to the above.
All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge
Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on
our website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk.
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COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK AND
GARDENS

young binturong in the enclosure she shares with her
parents adjacent to the Reptile House.
The baby boom continued over the three months the Park
was closed. The cotton-top tamarins (classified as
critically endangered), emperor tamarins, prairie dogs
and northern white-faced owls all successfully bred. A
new male bactrian camel called Louis also recently
joined the collection and has settled in perfectly. He's
named after Prince Louis as they share the same
birthday.
Cotswold Wildlife Park would like to thank everyone
for their overwhelming support since the Park reopened.
We realise our visitors want to return as soon as possible.
However, there is no immediate rush to visit the Park
soon after our reopening. If you are feeling vulnerable, or
at all worried about visiting at this time, we would much
rather you came at a later date when restrictions have
eased. Please visit the Park's website to see their latest
Covid-19 visitor guidance before visiting the Park.
Cotswold Wildlife Park is open daily from 10am-6pm
(last admission at 4pm).
Debbie Ryan

New life on lockdown
Over the last few months, Cotswold Wildlife Park has
welcomed many new arrivals but, due to the coronavirus
pandemic, they were born when the Park was temporarily
closed to the public. Now the Park has re-opened, visitors
can see the youngsters for the first time.

Back in March, on their daily morning checks, keepers
discovered porcupine babies (also known as porcupettes)
running and squeaking at each other. This is only the
third time in the Park’s 50 year history this
species has successfully bred. The twins share
their enclosure with an ever-growing group of inquisitive
dwarf mongooses, who also gave birth during
lockdown. The triplets can be seen in the enclosure they
share with our porcupine family opposite Little
Africa. Curator of Cotswold Wildlife Park, Jamie Craig,
said: “Baby porcupines are incredibly popular with our
visitors – essentially miniature replicas of their parents.
We are always delighted with these additions to the
animal collection and it is great to watch them exploring
their exhibit with the same feisty attitude as the adults”.

*********************************************

MISSING GRANDCHILDREN?
Oxfordshire Grandparents' Support Group is based in
Faringdon and was formed in 2017. It supports estranged
grandparents who have lost contact with their adult child
and grandchildren. The group's aim is to provide a safe
space in which grandparents have an opportunity to
express their feelings by talking about their own
experiences and at the same time receive empathetic
support from other members. As an estranged grandmother
I founded the group and host the monthly meetings, as
well as providing a helpline that grandparents can contact
if needed. OGSG has been featured in the Daily Mail and
Oxford Mail and BBC Radio Oxford. I have recently
published my first book on estrangement and alienation,
Beyond All Belief: A Living Bereavement, in which I
describe the complexities of estrangement and what you
can do to help yourself survive the painful dilemma that so
many find themselves in. To contact me for further
details, please email oxfordshiregsg@gmail.com or
telephone 01367 244636 or text 07979 410998.
Diana Dunk

BTC OFFICE OPENING

Visitors to the Park will also notice a new addition in the
binturong family. Named Coconut by her keepers, the
youngster is the first breeding success from the Park’s
adult binturong pair, Dobby and Himala. They were
introduced to each other in 2018 and soon formed a
strong bond. Late last year, their cub was born in
seclusion inside the nest box where she spent several
weeks out of sight. As time went by, she eventually
emerged from her nest box and began exploring her
heated indoor home under the watchful eye of her
parents. Just as she started to venture out into the
exhibit’s outdoor area, lockdown was announced. Keeper
Estelle kept a video diary of Coconut’s development for
visitors to enjoy and this can be seen in the Park news
section of our website. Visitors can see the confident

The council office is not yet officially open but the
mayor will be at the Tolsey on Monday Wednesday and
Friday mornings from 9 am - 11 am.
If you wish to come to the office it will be by
appointment only (01993 823647). Only one person at a
time will be allowed in wearing a protective face
covering and gloves.
The town clerk is working from home - you are
welcome to telephone the above number during office
hours - all messages will be picked up and dealt with as
soon as possible.
If you wish to speak to a councillor their telephone
numbers are listed on the Tolsey notice board.
Burford Town Council
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spaces generate new economic activity beside them in
terms of hospitality and new local services. Also,
younger workers and families would value added space
for childcare or places to be with other families after
school or in holidays.
There is ample evidence across the country that
once workers arrive to spend their working days, then a
wealth of new economic and social activity flows. This
model would help improve the community well-being
of any village or town in the area. Money is generated
in a global economy but is then spent in the local
economy and we can invest, grow and thrive together.
In fact, on a related theme, the CEO of Barclays has
said that he wants to investigate restoring local
branches for Barclays staff who live close by, to work
there together - rather than commute into Canary
Wharf.
To enable a communal working space in Burford to
happen requires collaboration between a range of
interests - local government, landlords, investors and
contractors. This new style of high-grade modern
working space would also attract not only clusters of
people who once commuted into London or
Birmingham or nearer cities but also new start-ups who
could see places like Burford as viable locations for the
first time.
One example (albeit in a very different setting to our
high street but the points remains) is the Broughton
Hall estate in Yorkshire which now hosts 52 businesses,
which employ 700 people, plus child care provision, a
cafe, newly built communal space and a well-being
centre on site, and it is my understanding that the
magnet effect of the initiative for families kept the local
primary school going too.

THE FUTURE OF THE OFFICE?
My ‘day job’
is as CEO of
the Digital
Workplace
Group which
advises
globally large
corporates,
governments
and the likes
of the IMF and
UN on the
‘digital future
of work’.
Then Covid-19 arrived and aside from us helping shift
millions of workers over a few months from ‘the office’
to home, I have been writing, reading and thinking
about what this dramatic shift in where work happens
will mean around the world – and, (closer to home) as I
walk about our local area, what it could mean for
Burford.
With that in mind, I have an idea that could have a
significant and positive effect on the high street of
Burford and other local villages and towns at a time
when all economies are under strain. But I am starting
with Burford as we are residents of Fulbrook.
There is much future forecasting happening now
and far more questions than answers, but one already
agreed effect of the global pandemic is a shift in where
many people work physically. Vaccine or not, a shift of
around 35% has happened and will continue, in that
people who used to commute for work, will choose or
be required to work from home.
This is as significant a shift in work, economic and
social lives as the switch from an agricultural society in
the late 1700s to an industrial and urban society. When
we change where we work, we change our economy,
ways of life and our families.
After the 2008 crash, a raft of what were called ‘coworking spaces’ such as WeWork were born. Similarly,
the economic upheaval of 2020 and beyond will cause
a wave of new communal workspaces in rural, semirural and even suburban communities. It is not so much
that we are being required to work from home but that
we are being told or are choosing not to return to places
of work. In fact, people who no longer commute want
alternatives to working from home as that can be
isolating – and ideally alternatives close to home. For
me that has often been pre Covid-19 the Burford
Garden Centre or Lynwood’s but, while both are lovely,
they are not designed as fully functional work spaces
with silent pods for quiet calls, online meetings etc.
My vision is that the high street in Burford could
include a home for a communal working space, where
new (and existing) home workers could share working
space on a flexible basis. Having such places on the
high street is ideal as they then spur related economic
benefits for the high street and enhance the local
community. With windows onto the street, they also are
a visible sign of economic and social activity. Such

This pattern of workplace
change will be seen in
coming years across the UK
and other countries as money
that once was spent by
commuters in London etc,
gets spent closer to our
homes. I am keen that
Burford be one the leaders in
this movement but it could as
easily be Chipping Norton or
Witney and likely prove to be
all of these places and more.
Where we work changes how we live; changes how
we spend; changes local economies.
If anyone feels this vision for Burford is one they
can play a part in, please let me know as this will
need to a strong, collaborative and community
project.
Paul.Miller@digitalworkplacegroup.com
Paul Miller - CEO and Founder
Digital Workplace Group
London | New York
Twitter: @paulmillersays @dwg
Podcast: Digital Workplace Impact
www.digitalworkplacegroup.com
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CAR PARK RECYCLING ENDED

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT.

Just before we went to press we heard that WODC had
decided to close the recycling facility at the Guildenford
car park in Burford. Contractors were due to remove the
bins and repaint the white lines during the week of 20
July so this should already have happened by the time
you read this. This action was taken because of the
large amount of fly-tipping at this and other recycling
centres including trade waste (which should be paid for
by businesses) and hazardous items such as asbestos and
chemicals.
WODC point out that sites like this were set up 15
years or more ago. The introduction of the blue wheelie
bins two year ago has made it much easier for many
items to be recycled at the kerbside including textiles
which should be put in a bag next to your blue recycling
bin and small electrical items which can be placed in the
black box which is used for glass. See our website for
more details. You can also order more black boxes or a
larger wheelie bin from WODC on line or by calling
01993 861000. There is also a community recycling
centre at the Burford Garden Company site. This is said
to suffer less abuse from fly-tippers, probably because it
is not open overnight.
Editors

The planning application for expanding the Guildenford
car park was heard at the Uplands Planning
Subcommittee meeting on Monday, 6 July. The officer
recommendation was to refuse the application and the
committee duly sanctioned that recommendation.
The refusal reasons are numerous but basically hinge
upon the detrimental effect on the setting of a Grade 1
listed building, the church. The bridge into the
churchyard required by the church was a particularly
contentious point. The fact that the 150 -200 person
congregation and, similarly, 200 users of the Warwick
Hall walk from the present car park around the double
bend of Church Lane with no pavement was not
important. WODC places more importance on views of
the church to the east from private land over the road
safety for visitors, etc., to Burford. No accident on the
bend yet but many narrow misses.
The objection from the Environment Agency that the
car park would be in flood plain, just like the existing
one, was another reason for refusal. The current car park
which readily floods has recently been fitted with a 4
inch pipe by WODC to drain it directly into the river,
whatever the pollutants. That situation could have been
improved so the refusal is regarded as short-sighted.
There is a six month period in which an appeal can be
lodged or a twelve month for a reapplication addressing the reasons for
refusal. The High Street is impacted
severely by the success of the
Warwick Hall and the WODC Parking
Survey, and its Local Plan, call for
200 extra off street parking spaces in
Burford.
Derek Cotterill - 11 July 2020

*********************************************

MP REPORT

It has now been nearly three months since the government
began to take the unprecedented steps to impose a
lockdown in response to coronavirus. I know it has been
very difficult, and a very long time to be separated from
family, friends and the community. I know it is
uncomfortable to endure the limits on your freedom. I
hear you and I would like to thank every reader for
everything you have been doing to help our collective
response to this public health emergency, be that
volunteering, working, or just staying at home.
I am sure you were all delighted as I was when the
prime minister announced the reopening of retail in June,
followed by further reopenings on the high street from
early July. It has been wonderful to see so many of you
coming out to support local businesses and help re-build
our local economy. Burford High Street is a jewel in the
crown of West Oxfordshire and it is great that after this
challenging time it is returning to the street we all
recognise.
In more local news, I am sure you are all excited about
the upcoming implementation of the temporary weight
limit order in the town centre. This is the culmination of
years of hard work across the Burford community and our
local government. I congratulate everyone who has put so
many hours into making this a reality. It is hoped that we
will see a noticeable difference in traffic,
air pollution and damage to local historic
buildings – I for one am very keen to see
the results in 18 months!
If ever there is anything I can do to help,
do please get in touch.
Robert Courts MP
robert@robertcourts.co.uk

OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT
Save Our Windrush - Continued Pollution Of
Our Rivers With Raw Sewage
In early July it was reported in The Guardian that water
companies in England discharged raw sewage into rivers
on more than 200,000 occasions last year.
The analysis reveals untreated human waste was
released into streams and rivers for more than 1.5m
hours in 2019.
The figures, obtained via environmental information
requests, trace releases of sewage from storm drains in
rivers across England by all nine water companies and
provide a comprehensive picture of the scale of
pollution from what critics say is the routine dumping of
untreated sewage.
The Windrush, which runs through
Burford and the Cotswolds, is
amongst the worst affected. This
situation cannot continue and the
Windrush over the last ten years has
changed from a clear and healthy
river to a dark coffee-coloured
polluted one.
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A recent study revealed the quantity of E coli coming
out of CSOs was between 1,000 and 10,000 times higher
than that coming from treated sewage from wastewater
treatment plants.
This practice needs to be stopped by national
legislation.
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson - nfjuk3@gmail.com
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk
This topic was the subject of an article by Ashley Smith in
our June edition which can be found on our website. At
the other end of the process, water companies have
recently been criticised by the House of Commons Public
Accounts Committee for the fact that three billion litres of
water are lost through leaks each day, a fifth of the
volume currently used. They say there is a “serious risk”
that parts of England will run out of water within 20
years - Ed.

Clearly, regulation at national level needs to be
tightened to stop water companies using discharges as a
day-to-day measure. The Environment Agency issues
permits to allow water companies to release untreated
human waste, which includes excrement and wipes,
from combined sewer overflows (“CSOs”) after extreme
weather events, such as torrential rain, to stop water
backing up and flooding homes.

**********************************************

MRS BUMBLES
According to a recent survey, corner shops are now
enjoying a revival as almost two thirds of shoppers have
turned to local stores during the pandemic.
Although big supermarkets have also reported a surge in
sales, many people are now returning to independent
stores. According to a recent survey, about 59 per cent
of consumers have used more local stores and services
since March.
In all honesty many consumers initially may have begun
shopping locally out of necessity rather than choice.
However in doing so, across the UK, they are
rediscovering their local shop as a place for human
contact and personal service when they have needed it
most.
In April we thought that people would turn away from
shopping locally. We actually found the reverse. Many
people have shifted away from budget-conscious
ingredients, opting to buy themselves culinary treats.
A report from Kantar, the market researcher, found that
independent shops and co-operatives now have a 20 per
cent share of the British food market.
Our experience is that local corner shops are generally
much more vibrant now right across the region as people
are forced or have chosen to stay at home. They want to
be safe but many do not want to feel regimented.
Neither do they want to queue for so long or be worried
about how they can socially distance once they are in a
large supermarket.
At the same time shops like Bumbles have reacted to
concerns that vulnerable shoppers are unable to visit
supermarkets. A significant proportion of our business
is now in home deliveries. Amongst other locations we
now deliver to Oxford, Chipping Norton and Stow-onthe-Wold.
Local shops are making 600,000 grocery deliveries a
week, according to the Association of Convenience
Stores, with 65 per cent of them offering the service,
compared with only 10 per cent last year.
Steve Colter

More than 60 discharges a year from a storm overflow
should trigger an investigation by the agency but the
data reveals that some storm overflows have released
discharges hundreds of times. The Environment Agency
relies on water companies to self-monitor their CSOs.
A motion which is being put to the full Oxfordshire
County Council in July calls on our MPs to ensure that
these regulations are tightened and enforced. We have
a clean beach policy nationally and there is no reason
that we should not have a national clean river policy.
However, action is now needed.
We work very closely with Ashley Smith, leader of
the campaign group Windrush Against Sewage
Pollution, who has stated that the system was little more
than a “licence to pollute and that the water industry
has been given a way to prop up failed infrastructure
which it has exploited enthusiastically. The inability of
the Environment Agency to prosecute or even drive
improvement has led us to where we are today – in a
complete shambles with pollution rife and unchecked.”
Michelle Walker of the Rivers Trust described the data
as “very alarming”. The Environment Agency has much
to answer for - its lack of activity and total inability to
bring Thames Water to task.
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Maggie Hambling
Painter and sculptor who is not interested in others
opinions of her work! Creator of the sensational and
controversial steel sculpture The Scallop which stands
on Aldeburgh beach.

NATIONAL TREASURES
Many thanks to all of you who joined in the fun to let us
know about your favourite books, music and films.
This month for our final reader-inspired selection we
have asked people to name their living National
Treasures. We excluded Royalty which was a bit of a
blow to those proposing to nominate Prince Andrew.
There is an interesting unanimity in some of the
responses so if certain elderly thespian dames happen to
come here, they can be sure of a good welcome! Now
that events and meetings are starting to take place again
we hope that The Bridge can revert to the type of article
and information you expect.

Mary Berry
Mary Berry is a British food writer, chef and television
presenter whose presentations display unfussy,
traditional family cookery accompanied by excellent
instructions and tips. All her recipes work and appeal to
me because they seem to be geared to those of us who
live in the country. Her books are a constant standby.

Camilla Daukes trained as a Cordon Bleu cook
which stood her in good stead as she accompanied
Clendon round the world while he was serving in the
Army (10 houses in 20 years!) Now after 24 years in
Signet her time is divided between grandchildren, a
large garden and her apiary of something like half a
million bees.
Drawing up my five nationally treasured people was
much harder than I had anticipated, not because it was
difficult to think of five ‘stars’ but because it was so
difficult to decide who to leave out! Here are the five
that made my short list.

Alan Bennett
Nominated for his perceptive eye for the details of
everyday life.
And if we are allowed someone who is half-Danish,
then I have to include Sandi Toksvig – for intelligent
wit.

Simon Armitage
Poet Laureate - described as ‘the most popular and
prolific British poet of his generation’. For those who
don’t know his work, Sandettie Light Vessel Automatic
is a good starting point, an eclectic mix of writings and
poetry. Look out for ‘Hey Presto’, a poem about the
kingfisher.

(and Joanna Lumley)
*******************************************
Sue and Hugo Ashton are previous interviewees of
The Bridge and, inter many alia, are renowned for
garden design (Sue) and Burford Festival (Hugo).
Ben Ainslie
The UK’s most successful competitive sailor, with five
Olympic medals, 11 world championship titles and now
leading our America’s Cup challenge.
Penelope Hobhouse
One of the earliest garden writers and designers of our
generation, an inspiration for today’s gardeners.

Maggie Smith
Dame Maggie Smith is a wonderfully versatile actress
whose career, which began in the 1950s, spans more
than 60 films and 70 plays - and she’s still going strong.
Her versatility is demonstrated by her portrayals of The
Lady in The Van and Violet Crawley, Dowager Countess
of Grantham in Downton Abbey.
********************************************
Diana Peters moved into her house in Church Lane
expecting to live here for a couple of years, this has
has turned into 20 years. She spends her time
gardening, painting, designing and working
tapestries, too much time on the computer, walking,
reading and involvement with the church - and
hopefully seeing more of her children when lock
down eases.

Sir David Attenborough
Now 94, Sir David Attenborough was voted among the
Hundred Greatest Britons following a BBC poll in 2002.
Credited with alerting the world to the pollution in our
oceans and, through his Blue Planet series of television
broadcasts, to the plight Planet Earth faces from climate
change; he has become a worldwide phenomenon.

Bill Gates
Founder of Microsoft - who has donated large amounts
of money to charitable organisations and scientific
research programmes. Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation is the largest private charity in the world.

*********************************************
Alison Hughes was a previous interviewee and she
usually works part-time in the VIC. She also writes
articles for magazines, mostly about France. In
former lives she has been a teacher of English,
French and swimming. She is also a qualified
translator.

Laura Kuenssberg
Indefatigable commentator on the follies of modern
political life, helping us make sense of what is
happening while admiring her power wardrobe.

Judi Dench and Maggie Smith
They are practically a duo, both 85 and great role
models for keeping on doing what you love.

John Major
A politician with integrity and a strong moral compass,
who is still a voice of reason in a mad world.
Maggie Smith
Acerbic master of her craft, who manages to upstage all
her co-thespians on stage or screen

Frank Gardner
Journalist, author and currently BBC’s Security
Correspondent, keen skier, scuba diver and birdwatcher.
Was shot in Saudi Arabia in 2004, numerous operations
leaving him paralysed in his legs and since then using a
wheelchair.

Orla Guerin
Although Orla Guerin is Irish I hope she qualifies as a
national treasure – she certainly earns it. She is a
journalist and television presenter working for the BBC
and this remarkably courageous woman regularly
reports from war zones, popping up on our screens
wherever there is international conflict. Awarded an
MBE (Honorary) in 2005, she has also won a host of
honours and awards including Broadcaster of the Year.

Nicky Gumbel
Vicar of Holy Trinity Brompton HTB. Under his
leadership the Alpha Course, a course for those outside
the church to explore Christianity, has gone around the
world to thousands. HTB has planted new churches all
over the country, and started Bible in One Year, a daily
bible reading app.

Hank Marvin
Hank Marvin was born Brian Rankin in 1941. As well
as being famous as the lead guitarist for the Shadows, he
is well known as a multi-instrumentalist, vocalist and
song-writer. He now lives in Perth, Western Australia.
We were in the audience of the re-formed Shadows with
Cliff Richard at Wembley at his final concert in October
2009. We were among the youngest couples there!
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David Attenborough
Probably top of the poll. Amazing man, who at 94, is
still very active and respected for his work and words
throughout the world.
Richard Curtis
For being a fantastic scriptwriter (Four Weddings and A
Funeral, Blackadder) as well as raising millions through
Comic Relief.

*********************************************
[Your editors cannot resist filling this space and
adding a few names. As well as various nominations,
how about:
• Simon Rattle - conductor
• Alan Titchmarsh - gardener and writer
• Monty Don (and Nelly now) - gardener
• Alan Bennett - observant, witty writer
• Peter Hennessy - historian and political pundit
• Ken Clarke - unspun politician
• George Alagiah - newsreader and journalist
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Raymond and Joan Moody, renowned local
historians and previous interviewees of The Bridge,
approached this matter with the degree of
intellectual analysis you would expect. They resisted
the idea that such a status should be linked to
celebrity but instead to a quality of public appeal and
an indefinable unique charisma. They decided to
nominate people they liked personally rather than
defining them as National Treasures and in such a
list they would include:

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION

EYNSHAM GARDEN VILLAGE
WODC advise that an application for outline planning
permission for the Oxfordshire Cotswolds garden
village has been submitted to them.
It comes as a key piece of legislation for the site, the
Area Action Plan (AAP), nears completion. The final
public consultation relating to the garden village AAP
will take place this summer once approved by full
council on 29 July. A planning hearing is anticipated in
the autumn with adoption by the council by the end of
the year.
The official name of the garden village will also be
unveiled at the council meeting following a competition
which generated more than 100 suggestions. It is not
stated how many of those suggestions were serious and
how many satirical. Suggestions from Bridge readers
included West Summertown, White Elephant Parva and
Strawberry Fields (since it will be surrounded by lots of
jams).
The garden village will be a new standalone settlement
of 2,200 new homes and a new science business park.
The nearby Hanborough railway station together with a
new Park and Ride to the north of Eynsham will give
people an alternative to using their cars to get to work. It
will have its own village facilities, such as a school and
community resources, whilst taking proper account of
environmental considerations and planned infrastructure
improvements.
Editors

Judi Dench
Fiona Bruce
Jeremy Paxman
Kathryn Jenkins
Mary Beard
But if a longer list were allowed,
which is less prescriptive, they
would probably nominate
William Hague and certain
members of the royal family.

THE BRIDGE TEAM
As well as a large number of valuable, helpful
distributors, the Bridge Team consists of:
Advertising Manager
Commercial Artist
Editors
Founder/Chief Distributor
Proof Reader
Website and IT Adviser

Get the giggles this summer with Silly Squad,
Summer Reading Challenge 2020!
Join Oxfordshire Libraries and The Reading Agency from
June to September for a celebration of funny books,
happiness and laughter.

Stephen Richards
David Mostyn
Gordon and Elaine Elliot
Clendon Daukes
Judy Cumming
Pete Freeman

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of
the magazine is 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please contact:

This year the Summer Reading Challenge is
online and children can join today.
It’s free!
Sign up at sillysquad.org.uk.

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles for us
at Burford News for us to collect.

Set your own personal summer reading challenge.
Discover awesome books. Read free eBooks and
eAudio from Oxfordshire Libraries or enjoy your own
books from home www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ebooks

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of
the month preceding publication. Please contact:

Track your reading to unlock
digital rewards on the Silly
Squad website.

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk

Follow Oxfordshire Libraries on Facebook or
Twitter for virtual activities and fun over the
summer!

Many thanks to those who kindly made a contribution
to Bridge Funds. If anyone else would like to do so
please contact V.J. Hancock and Co, The Zinc
Building, Ventura Park, Broadshires Way, Carterton,
Oxon OX18 1AD or leave a donation at Burford
News for us to collect. Cheques should be made
payable to The Bridge.

Find out more at: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/SummerReadingChallenge
Illustrations © Laura Ellen Anderson 2020
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Please note that some hours of opening will no longer apply

Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)
01993 823647
Burford Pre School,
01993 824031
Burford School
01993 823303
Burford Primary School
01993 822159
Burford Surgery
01993 822176
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk

Library (temporary hours)
01993 823377
Tues
13.00 – 16.00
Thurs
10.00 – 13.00
Fri
10.00 – 13.00
24 hour renewal hotline
08451202811
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary

Burford Town Council
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday
and Friday between 9.00 am and 11.30 am
01993 823647
Email
town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk
www.burford-tc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
01993 702302
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk
Oxfordshire County Council
General Enquiries
01865 815573
Highways
08453 101111
Faulty Street Lights
0800 317802
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Councillor
Nicholas Field-Johnson
01993 878309

Burford Visitor Information Centre
Open Mon – Sat 9.30 am – 5 pm
Sun
10 am – 4 pm
Carterton Health Centre
NHS
www.nhs.uk
Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire
www.oxoncarers.org.uk

01993 823558
01993 841718
111

Post Office (in Newsagent)
Monday to Saturday 07.30-18.00
Sunday
07.30- 17.00

01295 264545

Recycling Centre
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt
Open 7 days a week
8am - 5pm
Thursday late night
until 8pm
(1 April – 30 September)

Chemist Reavley’s
01993 823144
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital
Burford Branch
01608 642547
Mon–Fri
2.30–4pm
Saturday
11.30am - 12 noon
Churches
Anglican St. John the Baptist
01993 823788
Roman Catholic
01993 823219
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More
Methodist
01993 867301
Baptist Church
07967 362885
Friends Meeting House
01993 823398

101

Environment Agency
Floodline
Emergency

0845 988118
0800 807060

Southern Electric
Thames Water

(Freephone)

Tolsey Museum
Monday
Tuesday – Sunday

(April – October)
Closed
2pm – 5 pm

Travel
Rail Enquiries
Public Transport Enquiries

Citizens Advice Bureau
08444 111444
Email
bureau@wocab.org.uk
Dial-a-Ride Service
For Information
0845 3101111
Email
oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Emergency Services
Police – non essential

01993 822323

West Oxfordshire District Council
General Enquiries
Out of Hours
www.westoxon.gov.uk

08000 727282
0800 3169800

08457 484950
08712 002233
01993 861000
01993 705056

West Oxfordshire District Councillor
Derek Cotterill
01993 823188
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily
Last Patient seen at 10pm
Witney Police Station, Welch Way
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

Hall Bookings
Baptist Church Hall
07967 362885
Burford Town Bowls Club
01993 822330
Fulbrook Meeting Place
Chris Wright
01993 822803
Taynton Village Hall - Anne Thompson 07584 021171
Methodist Church Hall Anne Weir
01993 823395
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information
www.warwickhallburford.org

01865 903841

01865 841148

Please let us know if any details need
amending. editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
Updates, photos and previous issues on
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name

Business Type

Phone

Antiques @ The George

Award winning, friendly antiques centre

01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo

Find us at Christmas Court in Burford

01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital

(Burford Branch) Large and small animal care

01608 642547

CJD Architects

Chartered Architects

01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company

We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat)

01993 823882

Cotswold Painting & Decorating

All Painting and Decorating

01993 823670
07919 886685

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd

Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

01993 822226

Jenny Smith

Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held.

07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors

Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk

01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher

Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists

01993 220579

Light My Night

Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk

01865 460300

Mallams

Auctioneers and Valuers

01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM

Piano Teacher

01993 774568

Painter and Decorator

01451 810376
07788 896496

Peter Garratt
StayCotswold

Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com

01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees

Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs

01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage

Vehicle servicing & repairs. MOT Testing Station

01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd

Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk

01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA

Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits

01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate

Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk

01993 220281

ElWell

Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older

01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic

Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ

01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffer Services

Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk

07920 135157

Tony Williams

Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations

07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer

for all your Airport & Cruise transfers

01993823152
07751472125

Computer problems fixed!

Contact Colin

07887 532252

The Stone Gallery

Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen. Paperweights &
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk

01993 823302

NFU Mutual

Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency

01993 776716
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9 OUT OF 10 CUSTOMERS
RENEW WITH US EACH YEAR
To find out why, talk to us today about your home and car insurance needs.
Call your
your local
localXXXXX
Witney agency
agency on:
on:

XXXX 776
XXX716
XXXX
01993

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England.
The NationalOffice:
Farmers Tiddington
Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited
111982).
Registered in England.
Registered
Office: Tiddington
Road, Stratford
upon Avon, Warwickshire
CV37regulated
7BJ.
Registered
Road, Stratford
upon(No.
Avon,
Warwickshire,
CV37 7BJ.
Authorised
by the Prudential
Regulation
Authority and
by the
Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.
Financial
Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.

D-BB98083C

Executive & VIP Transport

GARDEN &
LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES
Mercedes Benz Saloon and 6 Seat MPV

Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Airport & Seaport Transfers
Business Meetings
Sporting events

Contact sales on 01993
Opening Times

My Chauffeur UK

Saturday

08:00 - 13:00

SKIP & PLANT HIRE

The Regions Premiere Chauffeur Service

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ

RAMONA GOGOLOS MCFHP
MAFHP
FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Monday - Friday 07:30 - 17:00

WWW.mychauffeuruk.co.uk
Info@mychauffeuruk.co.uk
08000 72 52 92

Services:toe nail trimming
ingrowing nail
thickened nails
corn and callus removal
fungal nail treatment
verruca treatment
diabetic foot advice

CJD Architects
Chartered Practice

The Practice is experienced, dedicated, flexible & regularly
appointed for its innovative, creative & exciting design solutions.
Clients receive the closest of personal attention in the
development of their ideas and aspirations :ü exploring exciting spacial solutions
ü consideration of the existing site features & surroundings
ü sound practical construction knowledge
ü using sustainable materials
ü achieving high levels of insulation to minimise energy usage

Burford Foot Clinic: Castles Yard,
Pytts Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ
(By appointment only)
Home visits also available
Tel: 01993 200 980
Mob: 07884318091

All sensitively & practicably co-ordinated to ensure a unique
solution creating exciting & efficient spaces, all energy efficient
& of which all may be proud.
Contact
Christopher J Davis ARIBA, ACArch
CJD Architects, 44, Taynton, Oxfordshire OX18 4UH
T: 01993 823646
E: chris@a-cjd.co.uk
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822226

EXCEPTIONAL
CARE IN
BURFORD

A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

The Cotswold Home is one of
a select group of care homes
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes
and offers a home from home for
discerning guests who appreciate
comfort, quality and exceptional
care.
We offer personal or nursing care
on a permanent or short stay basis,
as well as end of life care, all to the
same exceptional standard.
TOP

THE COTSWOLD
HOME
Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,
Burford
WR9 0BP

Why not come and see for
yourself?
Call Catherine Lines, our General
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

Advert for 2020

19
20

20
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From award-winning restaurant
style dining to beautiful
landscaped gardens and
industry leading staffing levels,
The Costwold Home provides
the highest level of service and
facilities.

Robinson Family
Gardeners

Robinson Family
Gardeners

Reliable and friendly local
gardener

Reliable and friendly local
gardener

Call Jon on 07971 050 244
jonrobinson35@icloud.com

Call Jon on 07971 050 244
jonrobinson35@icloud.com

All types of garden maintenance
carried out along with tree work
and general carpentry

All types of garden maintenance
carried out along with tree work
and general carpentry

www.efhl.co.uk

The Cotswold Cheese Company
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882

Supporting Local Producers

Supporters of our Local Community

MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com
www.sdd-b.com

At the Rooflight Company we believe business should
be a force for good. That’s why we have developed the
perfect rooflight solution for heritage areas of outstanding
natural beauty, and are also proud to support our local
community.

Try our great selection of

Renovations, New Builds,
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s
and Landscaping.

Wines
and

Local Beers

along with our delicious

Call 07793 74 73 72
to discuss your project

Artisan Cheeses

www.cotswoldcheese.com
burford@cotswoldcheese.com
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Speak to us today about our
Conservation Rooflight® range.

Quarter page, Portrait Template

FIREWOOD
Quality
PP Seasoned Hardwood Logs
Softwood also available
Kindling & Stacking Service
Order Online @ www.jagtimber.co.uk
office@jagtimber.co.uk
01993 868001

Heritage | Modern | Bespoke Design
Visit: www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
Email: enquiries@therooflightcompany.co.uk | Tel: 01993 833155
Designed and built in Oxfordshire
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Shaun Guard

TV & WIFI SERVICES

I wish to purchase stamp collections.
Friendly free valuation service without
obligation and immediate payment.

■
■
■
■
■

Also medals, coins, postcards and
other collectables

Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Witney 01993 608118

Please call:- David Lord 01993 881862

August 2020

Sign up for
our online NHS
prescription service

DAVIES
GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turﬁng

We offer convenient collection 7 days per week at
our shop or, alternatively, free delivery in the local
area - please check with our dedicated team to ensure
that you are eligible for this service. Please allow a
minimum of 2 days for us to process your prescription
prior to collection.
If you are out when we deliver and the prescription
will not fit through your letter box, then we will contact
you so that you may collect from our shop or we will
deliver next time we are in your area.

Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating

Making life easier for you and your
family, you can now nominate your local
pharmacy to receive new and repeat
NHS prescriptions directly from your
GP electronically, processed and ready
for collection from our shop within a
few days.

Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes
Rooﬁng Repairs * Power Washing
Distance no object * All work guaranteed

Tel: 01608 643896
Mobile: 07989 831282

If you have any queries or concerns about your
medication please just ask to speak to our pharmacist,
who will be able to explain what the medication is for
and review repeat prescriptions in the first instance.
Please note, this service is only available for
NHS prescriptions, not for private or veterinary
prescriptions. Also, patients who have already
registered do not need to register again.

Simply go online to our Electronic Prescription Service
page under Pharmacy Services, complete the form
and submit. Or, if you prefer, you can either collect
a form next time you visit our pharmacy or complete
the form at your GP surgery. Please ask your GP
about this service if you wish to nominate Reavley
Chemist, as your surgery should support your choice
to nominate a local pharmacy.

Don’t delay - nominate your local pharmacy today!

It only takes a few minutes to register and then we
will be able to manage all your prescriptions for you.
If you pay for your NHS prescriptions we will either
take payment when you collect your medicines or,
if you are having them delivered to your home,
at the point of ordering.

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions | Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice
Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines | Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands | Delivery Service Available

150 The Hill, High Street
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

Reavley Chemist

Open 7 days a week

124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR

Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm

01993 823144 | info@reavley.co.uk

Saturday 9am – 5pm

www.reavley.co.uk

Sunday 10am – 4pm

Monthly_Editorial_August.indd 1
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Cotswolds
Car Care

The Burford
Veterinary Surgery

ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?
Professional Property & Search Agent

1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.

• Wash
your cars

Call 01608 642547 for an appointment
All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet.
 Farm animals including camelids.
 Poultry and game birds.
 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm,
Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.


with excellent local knowlege and experience covering
The Cotswolds and West Oxfordshire

• Exercise
your cars
07754 617000
Simon

Barguss

CONSTRUCTION LTD
Quarter page, Portrait Template

Historic and listed building specialists
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment

PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE

The Old Bell Foundry
Regional Winner
45 Witney Street
Burford
Tel: 01993 824703
Oxfordshire
email: office@barguss.co.uk
OX18 4RX
web: www.barguss.co.uk

All ASPECTS
PPOF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN
FULLY INSURED
FREE QUOTATIONS
(01993) 868001
office@jagtrees.co.uk
www.jagtrees.co.uk

Mutton fat ritual jade
bi Chinese, 18th/19th century
carved in relief with a dragon
Sold for £2800

Mallams
1788

The skill, experience and contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property

Call Emma Branch to arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal
on 0203 858 0035 or 07966 502376
Email oﬃce@radnormartin.com

radnormartin.com

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Free Informal
Valuations

Here at Nicholsons we aim to offer you much more than your typical
garden centre experience.

BY APPOINTMENT

Hedging & Screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses
Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy pots | Expert advice & Guidance

Jewellery, Silver, Ceramics,
Clocks, Works of Art, Pictures,
Asian & Islamic Art

Furniture Sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles
Kadais and BBQs | Lighting

Burford Valuation Office,
15 Witney Street, Burford OX18 4SN
01242 235712 or cheltenham@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk
LEADING PROVINCIAL AUCTIONEERS
W I T H S A L E R O O M S I N O X F O R D , A B I N G D O N A N D C H E LT E N H A M

- 30 -

The Plant Centre

Rosara - Outdoor style for your garden

The Yurt Café - Delightful treats under canvas

Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Afternoon Tea
Artisan teas | Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome
To find out more please visit our website:

www.nicholsonsgb.com
The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL
01869 340342
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Oﬃces in

The Cotswolds
and London

01993 220 579

burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk

SOLD

SOLD

Alison Denny
Residential Sales

James Skinner
Residential Sales
Manager

SOLD

Kim Harvey
Residential Sales

Celebrating 12 months in Burford
Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA















