
Well, what a year it’s been.  In February large crowds gathered to go to Snowdrop Sunday at Burford Priory and clubs 
and societies were well into their seasonal activities.  It now seems like another age.  We have had weeks of 
lockdown, self-distancing, masks and then another lockdown.  It’s been desperately difficult for many, especially 
those who have been ill, live alone or face financial problems.  At least there is now a glimmer of light about a 
vaccine becoming available. 

Meanwhile, to end the year, here are ten positive things that we can take from 2020. (1) Our towns and villages pulled 
together to get through the pandemic and there have been many acts of great kindness.  (2) The HGV ban on Burford 
High Street finally came into force and seems to be working.  (3) The fight to clean up the Windrush continues and 
WASP’s appeal for funds has been successful.  (4) 2020 trees have been planted or are in the process of being planted 
in our area as a result of a local initiative.  (5) There has been good progress in raising funds for the Burford archive.  
(6) After closing during the first lockdown our schools are up and running. (7)  Contrary to earlier fears, Burford will 
still have a post office in 2021.  (8) We had a reasonable July and August during which many were able to meet up 
with friends and family and some even went on holiday. (9) Against the odds, there was a full programme of Test 
cricket.  (10) Er…please fill in the last one yourselves. 

The Bridge is now going into its customary period of hibernation and will not be published in January.  We shall put 
news on our website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk so please send us anything that might be of interest.  We hope 
that all our readers are able to enjoy Christmas to the extent that this is possible in these turbulent times.  We look 
forward to being back with you in February.   
Editors 
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Photo taken by Peter Martin last year of the Methodist Church which is also the venue for the Archive Pop up Sale. 
See feature within.
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
“This is like déjà vu all over again” 

An immortal line actually said by Yogi Berra, a baseball 
coach watching his team losing a World Series game for 
the second time running. It came to mind because I started 
writing this on 5 November, the first day of Lockdown 2, 
and you will be reading it round about 2 December which 
is meant to be the last day – we shall see! 
     BEAT (the Burford Emergency Action Team) has 
swung into action again. All the ward managers are 
contacting the “clients” they looked after during 
Lockdown 1 and are searching for anybody newly 
entering the clinically vulnerable category. The 
experience they gained during Lockdown 1 will prove 
invaluable. If you know of anyone who should be on our 
list of vulnerables but isn’t, just call us on 01993 823647 
with the details. 
     Some matters of general interest were considered at 
our November meeting. The first is really important and 
we need your help. WODC is carrying out a review of 
tourism in West Oxfordshire and, unbelievable as it may 
seem, this is part of the brief:- 
     “The Review will need to look at whether the function 
of the Visitor Information Centres (VICs) could be better 
served by online digital solutions and if the current use of 
VIC assets needs to be reassessed in order to appraise 
whether they could be better used as part of the Council’s 
recovery plans and a re-imagining of the High Street.” 
     This is particularly relevant to Burford because our 
VIC, unlike so many elsewhere in the Cotswolds, is still 
closed. So is our library whereas most others are open. 
Have OCC and WODC got it in for us? Leaving my 
paranoia aside for the moment and getting back to the 
VICs, it would be utterly monstrous and nonsensical to 
shut our VIC and turn it into another shop competing with 
our existing retailers. We live on visitor income and are 
the second biggest contributor to the District’s tourist 
economy, just behind Woodstock/Blenheim Palace. We 
rely heavily on our VIC advising their approximately 
40,000 visitors a year where to stay, where to eat, where 
to go and what to do. If we lose that VIC-inspired income 
flow it will make life that much more difficult for our 
hard-pressed, Covid-stricken traders.  And to what end? 
WODC will not get a return on an empty property for 
months or possibly years, we have enough vacant shops at 
the moment, thank you! More businesses will close and 
WODC will lose their business rates. Who thought it 
might be a good idea to plunge a knife into the already 
bleeding but just about beating heart of the town’s 
economy? 
     But it is, as yet, only a review. If you feel strongly 
about this, please email the lady writing the review – 
philippa.lowe@publicagroup.uk – and the WODC 
councillor in charge of the project -  
toby.morris@westoxfordshire.gov.uk - and tell them so. 
     On a more upbeat note, Burford was honoured by a 
visit from the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire during October. 
She is Mrs Amanda Ponsonby MBE, sister-in-law of 
“our” Deputy Lord Lieutenant (Sir Charles Ponsonby, 
photographed, who more recently joined me in laying a 

wreath).  We had coffee at The Priory courtesy of 
Matthew Freud, a visit to Top School and shown round 
by Kathy Haig, the head teacher, lunch at The Angel and 
a tour of St John the Baptist Church ably conducted by 
the vicar, the Revd Tom Putt, and his highly informative 
verger, Stephen Price. A delightful day with a delightful 
lady! 

Finally Thames Water was on the agenda but not for the 
usual polluting, fish killing reasons. This time it was lack 
of pressure so severe in some areas of the town, notably at 
the top of The Hill, that it seemed that the supply had 
actually been cut off. Thanks to meticulous record 
keeping by one of our residents we have a true record of 
how often this has happened recently. As we can’t help 
ourselves from the Windrush, unless we have a death 
wish, the least TW can do is ensure we have a decent, 
clean regular supply out of our taps. Battle will 
commence shortly! 
And so, farewell for two months as there is no issue in 
January. The joint editors will, as usual, take the 
opportunity for a little rest and recreation. I understand 
that they have received a rather special invitation to visit 
Mar-a-Lago. They will not be taking buckets and spades 
because they are looking for a scoop. See below - editors 
John White - Mayor 

In addition to helping visitors to our area, the VIC is a 
valuable source of information to residents about local 
events and attractions which they can enjoy and thereby 
benefit the economy.  This information has been 
supplied not least through articles in this magazine 
supplied by Alison Hughes of the VIC.  We hope that this 
can at some stage be resumed and would encourage 
readers to let WODC have your views - Ed. 

 

Each of the above cost £5 each. Delivery is free in Burford otherwise UK P&P is £3. Thanks  
to  Raymond’s generosity all proceeds from his books are going to the new Burford Archive. 

You can obtain copies by contac�ng David Cohen, cohen4sp@b�nternet.com or       
07899 837482. Payments via BACs to Falkland Hall Charity, 30-91-43  00157448            

Alterna�vely cash with details is possible. 

Hot of the press, Raymond 
Moody’s Two Centuries of 

Conflict is now available for 
£10. UK P&P £3 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IDEAS                 
What do you give the person who has               

everything, that is also easy to pack & send? 

312 pages of high quality    
images illustra�ng all you 
know and love about the 
Town and its community.  
Cost  for this limited edi�on 
£25. Delivery in Burford free, 
UK P&P £6. Also available at 
the Madha�er Bookshop. 
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OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Saving Our Windrush: Burford To Have Its 

Own River Testing Equipment 
I am pleased to report that Burford will now have its 
own river testing equipment. 
     This is due to all those readers who have kindly 
donated to the Save The Windrush Campaign. 
     Windrush Against Sewage Pollution (“WASP”) 
will manage the sophisticated testing equipment, based 
just outside Burford, and will be responsible for the 
continual assessment of the river.  This equipment will 
allow the local community, via WASP, to trace the 
releases of sewage from storm drains into our river and 
provide a comprehensive picture of the scale of 
pollution from what is described as the routine dumping 
of untreated sewage. 

Thames Water continues to be criticised for its continual 
dumping of raw sewage into our rivers which the 
company believes is legal. Now that we have 
professional testing equipment the Windrush can be 
monitored and excess discharges identified. 
     Oxfordshire County Council has requested our local 
MPs and the secretary of state for environment, food 
and rural affairs, to take urgent action to ban the 
dumping of raw and untreated sewage into our rivers 
and to support a clean river policy including the 
reintroduction of quality status in order to re-establish 
the high quality of water in our rivers. 

Success of our HGV Campaign 
It is good to report that HGVs are 
continuing to avoid Burford and 
on my frequent visits to the High 
Street, there seems a lack of the 
presence of HGVs. Although 
during the autumn, we did see a 
number of local farm HGVs in 
the area, the ban is working ! 
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson 
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 

MORE INFORMATION ON RIVER 
POLLUTION 

Councillors have backed a petition demanding action 
against the pollution of rivers with sewage by Thames 
Water.   The petition generated 1700 signatures which led 
to it to be considered by West Oxfordshire District 
Council’s environment overview and scrutiny committee. 
The petition calls for Thames Water to bring forward 
“essential upgrades” to the sewage storage tanks and the 
sewerage network in the District to put a stop to the 
practice of discharging sewage into the river network 
which Thames Water is currently permitted to do during 
periods of heavy rainfall.   The petition follows a motion 
passed by the District Council last January which called 
on government “to ban the dumping of raw sewage into 
our rivers, with the ultimate aim of restoring our rivers to 
a state where we can safely swim in them and to protect 
their environment and biodiversity.”  A letter was 
subsequently sent to the secretary of state. 
The recommendations were ratified by a 
meeting of the full council on Wednesday 28 
October.  

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk for updates on local 
news, previous features and topical photographs 

And for more photos about Burford events do 
look at Burford Life on Facebook

To complete the watery theme, we are grateful to 
Steven Blantz who sent us this wonderful photo of a 

rainbow over The Bridge, Burford
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REMEMBRANCE DAY AT BURFORD 
PRE-SCHOOL 

Our little pre-
school set in the 
heart of our 
community has so 
many kind and 
adventurous 
children who 
wanted to show 
unity to mark 
Remembrance 
Day. 
     All our children 
created their very 
own sparkly 

poppies, which were 
kindly put on display at 
our high street store 
windows. 
      
Thank you to Elm of 
Burford, Lynne's Shop, 
Madhatter Bookshop, 
Orvis, Three French 
Hens, Country House 
Gifts and The Sweet 
Shop Burford for 
displaying the children's 
poppies. 

     The children had a 
wonderful time going out 
on a poppy trail looking 
for their creations and 
thank you to all their 
families who helped us 
raise money for The Royal 
British Legion. 
We hope you have enjoyed 
spotting the poppies in 
Burford too. 

If anyone would like to 
express an interest for their 
child to join our lovely pre-
school’s waiting list, please 
feel free to email us and we 
will arrange for a copy of 
our prospectus and 
registration form to be sent 
out to you.  
Ola Caless, Burford Pre-
School  
Burfordpreschool@outlook.com 

LOCAL BENEFITS… AND 
BENEFICIARIES 

  With Christmas round the corner, the importance of 
supporting the local high street has never been more acute. 
For everyone, 2020 has  been a year like no other with the 
fallout from Covid 19 affecting people in a myriad of 
ways; emotional hardship, financial uncertainty and 
isolation from loved ones and friends for months at a time. 
The initial novelty of early spring spent by many in 
glorious sunshine from the comfort of their gardens now 
feels like a distant memory. But as we approach the 
traditionally cheery end of year and thoughts turn to 
Christmas shopping, one thing we can all do is continue to 
support our fantastic local businesses. The nearby 
residents of Burford have been excellent in this way, with 
many retailers noting that the national movement to spend 
locally has been very much adopted in OX18. This is of 
great comfort to business owners who lost three months’ 
trade during the spring lock-down. Thankfully, most of 
these businesses are still trading and, with your support, 
they will be here this time next year when, hopefully, this 
extremely challenging episode is behind us. 
     Few would deny the ease and practicality of online 
shopping, but where this may be an option, could you have 
found that same item in one of Burford’s high street 
stores? For every purchase made at a local independent 
shop, restaurant, café, pub or hotel, you are supporting the 
livelihoods of staff members who live nearby. All of these 
businesses have gone to great lengths to make their 
premises Covid secure and to create an environment that, 
in spite of the inherent uncertainty that surrounds us,  
guarantees a positive, smiley and personal customer 
experience.  As a town, the historic beauty that gives 
Burford its soul mustn’t be taken for granted. The same 
goes for each and every one of its businesses. More than 
ever, let’s think local this Christmas and beyond. 
  To help you with your shopping plans, here are some (not 
necessarily exclusive - Ed) ideas to point you in the right 
direction.                                 Ed Asprey, Slate Clothing 
  
Gifts for the home 
  Amanda Hanley by Design 
Three French Hens 
The Oxford Brush Company 
Madhatter Bookshop   
The Cook Shop 
Burford Woodcraft 
Country House Gifts 
Just Fabrics 
Gifts of clothing/footwear/
jewellery 
The Oxford Shirt Company 
Slate Clothing 
Elm of Burford 
Jacana 
The Stone Gallery 
La Bulle 
Charles Clinkard 
Joules 
Sahara 
Fenella 
Resource 
Orvis 

Food and drink 
Bumbles of Burford 
W J Castle Farm Shop 
The Cotswold Cheese 
Company 
The Sweet Shop 
   
Art and Antiques 
Wren Gallery 
Manfred Schotten 
Antiques 
Brian Sinfield Gallery 
Antiques @ The George 
Number 52 
Craft and Curious 
  
Eat after you shop 
Lynwood and Co 
The Angel 
Bakery on the Hill 
Huffkins 
The Priory 
The Spice Lounge 
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Weekly News Letters. It is so heartening to know how 
well received the weekly editions have been during the 
lockdown period. Thank you for your suggested 
contributions. Please keep them coming. 
     Additionally, Laurence Balbes has joined the 
committee as the new representative for Fulbrook. We 
are delighted to welcome such a well regarded person as 
the successor to Patricia Picking, who you will recall 
stepped down in September. 
      As you know The Bridge is not published in January, 
consequently here is some early news about what we 
hope you will find are some exciting new changes that 
we are introducing for 2021. 

Living in Burford Packs. I am 
very happy to announce that 
Pamela Wilson has agreed to be 
the administrator for the new 
packs.  I would therefore be 
very grateful if you could let 
Pamela know of any new 
people who already have or 
will be moving into the area 
to enable her to arrange for a 
'welcome to the Town & 
District' visit and for them to 
receive a pack.  

Pamela’s email address is pwoxfordshire@gmail.com.  
I also wish to gratefully acknowledge the support that 
Julian Gray and Kathryn Kyle have given to this 
establishing this project. We had intended to launch 
everything in November, but the return of the lockdown 
regulations precluded this. But please don’t let these 
practicalities stop you from letting Pamela know about 
any relatively new neighbours.   

 
Change of venue. We have enjoyed a wonderful 
partnership and many happy years of meetings at the 
Methodist Church. But in view of the uncertainty 
regarding its future, our 2021 meetings will now be at 
the Warwick Hall. It is sad to be leaving, although we 
know that increasingly some of our members found their 
flight of steps to be somewhat challenging, consequently 
our new home will be more accessible for them. 
Additionally because the Warwick Hall operate a 
Covid-19 secure environment, that will relieve the 
society of much pre and post meeting safety cleaning 
etc. 

New time for our meetings. On a trial basis we will be 
bringing forward the times of our meetings to 7pm to 
allow them to finish earlier. This has been requested 
because our talks all take place during the dark nights. 
The separate times for our outside visit and also our 
annual lunch will not be affected. 
     2021 Virtual AGM. As if the above was not enough 
of a change for our 50 year old society to cope with, we 
are also anticipating and preparing for a virtual AGM on 
16 February 2021. Further details will follow in January 
when we post the new programme and the AGM papers 
to all our members. 
     2021 Talks. But that’s not all. We are as determined 
as we can be that, whatever the circumstances next year, 
we will proceed with a full programme of talks and not 
cancel any due to any continuing pestilence, earthquake, 
subterranean fire or the reappearance of Donald Trump. 
To ensure that this happens we are throwing caution to 
the wind and arranging to deliver the first 2021 talk by 
Zoom. It will immediately follow the virtual AGM on 
16 February.  I am assured that all will be well, and that 
we will be able to issue Ikea type ’step one, then step 
two’ type guidance notes to those who are unfamiliar 
with this new world. I only hope there is a special ‘Janet 
& John’ easy reading version for the chairman. With 
regard to the subsequent talks, all the speakers chosen 
will be able either to deliver a talk in person to an 
audience (if your memory stretches back that far to 
remember them), or switch to Zoom if circumstances so 
dictate.  
As Benjamin Franklin once said, ‘Change is the only 
constant in life’. After reading all the above you may 
confidently look ahead to the festive season knowing 
that your society is exceedingly constant. Keep smiling 
and have a wonderful Christmas.  
Peter - Chairman - peteremartin@btinternet.com 

********************************************* 

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE 
(Covering Burford, Fulbrook, Taynton and Bradwell 

Village Only) 

Wishing all our members, and everyone locally a happy, 
healthy and peaceful Christmas Season, and a more 
normal 2021!  

Our next order will be on Thursday 7 January 2021, 
with delivery expected by the end of January. The order 
following will be on Thursday 11 February 2021. 

You can join the syndicate and order online at 
www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership application 
forms, and order forms are available from Burford News 
and Reavley’s Chemist. Any questions please contact 
Peter Higgs - 822462 
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 Invitation to Two Virtual Events via Zoom 
9 December Lecture and 17 December for 

Christmas “London Tour” 

9 December Lecture: 11am  “Punch and Judy” A 
Subversive Symbol from Commedia Dell’Arte to the 
Present Day with Bertie Pearce 
Mr Punch – the most famous puppet character of all 
time. His comic irreverence gave “Punch” magazine its 

title. His anarchic vitality has 
inspired opera, ballet and punk rock 
and his enduring popularity has seen 
his likeness on goods ranging from 
Victorian silverware to computer 
video games. Appearing in England 
in 1662, Punch is descended from 
the Italian Clown Pulcinella of the 
15th century Commedia Del’Arte 
tradition.  Even today this Lord of 
Misrule uses his slapstick to 
dispense with oppressive authority, 
be it politicians, political correctness 

or the devil, while proclaiming his notorious refrain; 
‘That’s the way to do it!” 
About our speaker: Bertie Pearce has a BA (Hons) in 
Drama from Manchester University, and a Diploma 
Internationale from the École Internationale du Théatre, 
Jacques Lecoq. He is a member of the Inner Magic 
Circle, with Gold Star.   

17 December: Virtual Tour 11am  “The Spirit of 
Christmas – a virtual festive extravaganza”.  With Pepe 
Martinez and Simon Whitehouse (London Blue Badge 
Guides). 
Part 1 – A Christmassy History (45 minutes) 
Part 2 – A Virtual Dickens’ Christmas Carol (45 
minutes) 
Pepe Martinez and Simon Whitehouse are accredited 
Blue Badge Guides who are delivering training courses 
for guides on the use of Virtual Technology. 

Members will be sent the Zoom invitation via our 
newsletter. Guests are welcome to join us with a 
suggested donation of £5 per person.  

For more information on how to join the Zoom lecture, 
please contact Frances Sparkes on 01993 823943 or, 
preferably by email,  
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to 
keep abreast of any additional activities, please log into 
the website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
Frances Sparkes 

******************************************** 

LENTHALL CONCERTS 
We have decided to trial ad hoc concerts – the first was 
scheduled for 18 November featuring the Bochmann 
Trio supported by two ex-Burford School students at 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire.  Unfortunately this concert 
had to be cancelled due to lockdown.  This concert 
venue was the Warwick Hall and the format of the 
evening was somewhat different from normal.  With 
audience numbers being limited to 40, there were two 
performances - each of one set without interval.  Due to 
the uncertain times we live in, concerts are unlikely to 
be planned far in advance, which will probably preclude 
publicity in The Bridge.  Details of future concerts will 
obviously be displayed on our website – 
www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk – and we will circulate 
those on our email distribution list.  If you are not on the 
list, and wish to be included, contact details are shown 
on the website. 
Nigel Barraclough 

********************************************* 
BURFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

In the November issue we published information about 
Adam Clark who will be the new headteacher for 
Burford Primary School.  He joins in January and we all 
wish him every success and happiness in his new role.   
We can now include his photograph.         Editors 
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  ONE ARCHIVE – MANY BENEFITS 
  
This article is written as 
we begin November’s 
lockdown but we trust 
that by the time you read 
it there will be a less 
restricted day to day 
environment and you will 
be able belatedly to 
prepare for Christmas and 
hopefully enjoy visiting 
the Archive’s exciting Pop 
Up Shop – see below. 
  

The Archive Project Appeal 
The Archive Project Appeal is well under way and we 
are most grateful for your many donations either 
through Virgin Giving on our website (see below), by 
bank transfer or by cheque.  Donors of £400 or more 
will be given the opportunity of having their name (or 
that of family members) permanently recorded in the 
building.   

Notwithstanding the current challenges caused by the 
pandemic, our fundraising campaign is in full flow, not 
least because the District Council’s grant of £50,000 
requires us to begin the structural work in the spring. We 
have already raised in excess of £100,000 but we need a 
further £50,000 to meet this important deadline.  So 
every donation, of any amount, is crucial and remember 
if you ‘gift aid’ it will be worth 20% more to us. Full 
details of how you can support us can be found on our 
new website www.burfordcommunityarchive.org. If you 
are able to help us, we would be most grateful.  
  
STOP PRESS!  The Archive Project Pop-up Shop 
The response to our Attic Sale in mid October was quite 
amazing. Thank you to all those who donated items and 
others who bought them!  Its success has prompted  
requests for a repeat experience and we will be holding 
the ‘Anything but the Ordinary Sale’ at the Methodist 
Hall in Burford’s High Street from 5 to 13 December – 
so come and do your Christmas shopping at The Archive 
Appeal’s Pop-up shop in early December.  Full details 
can be found elsewhere in this edition. 

The Archive and The Community  
To further the purpose of the Archive ...‘To collect, 
share and preserve the stories and rich heritage of the 
Town and the local area’... we are bravely harnessing 
the incredible opportunities available in social media. 
The results have been eye-opening - especially to those 
of us to who still have much to discover in this new 
digital world!  Last month our newly established 
Facebook Burford Archive site had 3500 engagements. 
Our Archive News which is circulated via Mail Chimp 
is also proving very popular.  It provides entertaining 
videos of local people and events, and other glimpses of 
yesteryear. If you would like to receive this free monthly 
newsletter, please send your request to 
peteremartin@btinternet.com . 
  
Thanks to your continuing support we look forward to 
the Archive increasing its contribution to the community 
to justify my heading of ‘One Archive - Many Benefits’ 
or should it be ‘One Archive - Many Benefit’?  
Clendon Daukes cddaukes@gmail.com  
Chairman, Burford Archive Fundraising 

********************************************* 

ADVENT COUNTDOWN 2020 
A fun Advent Activity for all ages 

From Saturday 5 December or post lockdown. 
Local artists of all ages have designed wonderful Advent 
posters. 
Your challenge is to hunt for the 
Advent posters hidden in the 
windows of shops and houses in and 
around Burford High Street (try the 
length of Burford High Street, Sheep 
Street, Witney Street and Church 
Lane) and find the letters attached to 
make the first line of a Christmas 
carol. 
You need a piece of paper and pen/pencil or type it on 
your phone to record the letters you find and crack the 
code. 
All those that complete the challenge can 
collect a small prize from the Warwick 
Hall Reception during opening hours.  
Jo Vickers 

SHOP LOCALLY

The local shops have put in a tremendous effort in 

making their premises safe.   Please support them as 
much as you can.  

Toiletries, books, ornaments, jewellery, clothing, 
antiques, woodwork, refreshments, fossils, kitchen 

equipment, pop ups and so much more.
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SCYTHING IN FULBROOK 
CHURCHYARD 

The day after Halloween I could be seen in Fulbrook 
Churchyard with a scythe over my shoulder heading for the 
far side to start the annual scything of a designated 
conservation area. I have been doing this for five years 
now and every year note the change in flora species. 

What is the purpose of this and why not just mow the 
grass, keeping it short and tidy throughout the year? 
     It’s late autumn, the grass has all but stopped growing 
and the seeds following the summer blooms have either 
dropped onto the soil or been feasted on by the wildlife. 
Now is the time to cut. As you scythe moving forwards the 
cut grass is deposited into the windrow ready for collecting 
and taking away. A windrow is the line of cuttings that 
accumulate on the clean area, as seen in the photograph. 
The cut foliage is removed to prevent the soil becoming 
enriched with nitrogen from the decomposition process. 
There's a compost heap near a very healthy walnut tree. If 
the ground of the conservation area is enriched with 
nitrogen the only successful species are grasses which 
grow fast and densely enough to out-compete most other 
flowering plants. Soils with lower nitrogen levels allow the 
flowering plants a chance to establish and, once they form 
their own canopy, the grass growth below is suppressed 
and a greater diversity of plants can flourish. 
A species rich meadow takes years to establish, you can't 
get plug-in ecosystems! Over the five years I have noted an 
increase in the following plants; Cranesbill, Corncockle, 
White Dead Nettle, Achillea, Lady's Bedstraw, Cornflower, 
Scabious, Plantains, Celandine. Apologies for the 
unscientific mix of common and botanical nomenclature! 
Biodiversity is a key aim. A greater variety of flowers leads 
to more insects and other invertebrates in turn to more 
birds and small mammals. 
     I remember family holidays in the 1960s driving to 
Devon. Our car journey was punctuated by stops not for 
overpriced coffee, cakes and burgers but for my father to 
clean the bugs off the windscreen whilst Mum poured 
something hot from the Thermos. It doesn't happen these 
days (the windscreen of bugs, or the Devon holidays for 
that matter!) although I have noticed wagtails and other 
birds in service station carparks picking what insects there 
are off car bumpers. 

Be untidy in your gardens, leave an area to do its own 
thing, unmanicured and species rich, you will be surprised 
at the increase in wildlife. 
     Scything is a very mindful, energetic yet calming 
activity. The swish of the razor-sharp blade as it slices 
through the stems so cleanly with surgical precision. No 
internal combustion engine with its outdated technology, 
sarcastically yet pathetically roaring, assaulting the 
environment. 
I am very happy to train any would be reapers! Apprentices 
welcome. 
Peter Wyatt 

********************************************* 

BURFORD & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

 
Those who were members in 2020 have had 
their membership extended at no charge for 
2021. Membership cards have already been 
issued.  The committee have had one 
meeting and decided that we will put 
together a programme for 2021 starting with 

the AGM.  We will try to arrange talks, the 
spring and summer shows and also two outings.  The 
outings will be car outings as we are not sure that people 
would be comfortable with a coach outing.  Details will 
be circulated in due course.   
Nigel Barraclough 

********************************************* 

NEW FLY-TIPPING REPORTING 
SERVICE GOES LIVE 

A new online form will allow the user to pinpoint the 
fly-tip on an interactive map so they don’t have to spend 
time trying to describe the location or looking up a 
postcode.   This makes it is easier for the Council team 
to locate and with previously reported cases visible, it 
also means less duplication, allowing a 
quicker investigation and clean-up.  If a 
resident calls for more information 
about their report, the customer services 
team can give more detailed case 
information on the spot. 
To report a fly-tip see: https://
community.westoxon.gov.uk/s/fly-tip 

Who needs Poldark?
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

Although 
the normal 
memorial 
ceremony 
could not 
take place, 
Burford 
has 
marked the 
occasion.   
Derek 
Cotterill 
took these 
pictures of 
the key 
moments 
of the 
reduced 
event. 

We  are also grateful to Jilly Campbell-Macdonald and 
Anne Vesey who kindly pointed out the excellent 
windows of the Sue Ryder shop in Burford.   The 
display creatively and movingly showcases  
memorabilia from the armed forces .  

Photograph of Colin Dadge, a 
well-known Burfordian, who is 
proudly wearing family medals 
of those antecedents who fell in 
the First and Second World 
Wars.   One at Passchendaele, 
another on the Somme late in 
the war, and a third who was in 
the Royal Navy and at the D-
Day landings dropped the front 
of a landing craft and was 
killed by a German sniper 
bullet. 

2020 NEW TREES IN THE BURFORD 
AREA 

I am delighted to write that we have met our target of 2020 
trees to be planted by the end of this year in Burford and 
the surrounding villages! Over the next few weeks we will 
be helping the Swinbrook estate and the Blue Cross to 
plant over 1000 native trees.  Each will play their part in 
capturing carbon and supporting biodiversity in our local 
area.  My thanks again to the Wychwood Project, the 
Burford Festival and Matthew Freud for their generous 
support, and of course to all those who have planted trees. 
We’ve got the commitments, now comes the fun part! If 
you would like to come and spend a couple of hours 
planting (adhering to government guidelines), then please 
do get in touch.  Lucy.staveley@gmail.com 0792 986 1712 

KEEPING WARM THIS WINTER 
Help is at hand to keep you warm and help tackle climate 
change this winter.      Home energy retrofit is a Council 
priority and we work with our partner organisation, the 
National Energy Foundation (NEF), to ensure residents 
have access to information on home energy efficiency and 
heating improvements as well as grants.  This service 
aims to reduce the number of people in fuel poverty and 
provides access to impartial energy advice and free home 
energy visits known as Warm and Well assessments.  The 
NEF also helps people on low incomes to obtain grants 
for energy efficiency and heating improvements in their 
homes.  This winter the Council will be providing 
additional funding support for energy improvements to 
the people in West Oxfordshire who need it most. Contact 
the Better Housing Better Health service to find out 
whether you are eligible for our fuel poverty grant. 
You may be able to receive a grant if you: 
• Have a long-term health condition 
• Are in receipt of a means-tested benefit 
• Are over the age of 60 
• Live in an Energy Performance Certificate F or G 

banded property 
• Are eligible for other schemes operated by Better 

Housing Better Health 
Take a look at the NEF’s Warmer This Winter campaign, 
You can find out how to apply for a voucher under the 
Government’s recently launched Green Homes Grant.  
For more information see: http://www.bhbh.org.uk/grants-
and-funding 

    
BURFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Here We Are, inspired by the picture book of 
the same name by Oliver Jeffers, is a unique 
record created by all of the children present in 
Burford Primary School when they returned to 
school in September 2020.  So, please get 
comfortable, open up Burford Primary School 
website www.burford-pri.oxon.sch.uk  click 
on view full screen (crossed double pointed 
arrows in the toolbar below the flipbook 
(unfortunately not on mobile devices) and 
enjoy this lovely illustrated book, created by our 
fantastic children. Clicking on the pages will flip them over. 
Sally Hunt - SBM - Burford Primary 
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THE MADHATTER BOOKSHOP 
Today is Day 6 of Lockdown and whilst I do feel a little 
glum that our shiny doors are once again closed there is 
much to celebrate.  Christmas Eve will see my sixth 
month here at Madhatter Bookshop and I am delighted 
to report that, despite Covid’s attempts to spoil the party 
and with your continued support, we are not only 
thriving but delighted to be welcomed into the 
wonderful community of Burford. 
     We are also thrilled to be one of the founding 
members of BOOKSHOP.ORG , a not for profit 
organisation determined to keep the light for the 
independent bookshop burning bright on our high 
streets.   Whilst we much prefer our customers to come 
in person and enjoy the relaxed surrounding of the 
bookshop you can now buy any book from our website 
and have it delivered to your home.  Simply go to 
www.madhatterbookshop.co.uk and click on the link 
BUY BOOKS.   

     Over the 
past few days 
I have been 
busy having a 
good tidy up, 
and am 
currently 
ordering lots 
of new and 
exciting books 
to stuff our 
children's 
shelves which 
now fill the 
front of the 
shop and of 
course our 
beautiful back 
room which is 
now devoted  

to the adults. 
In literary news it has been a mammoth two months but 
probably the biggest news was that of A Promised Land 
by Barack Obama which we would like to offer you at 
25% discount. 
     There are of course lots of wonderful books to 
choose from and we look forward to welcoming you all 
back in December for all things literary and some not so 
literary. 
     Most importantly from myself, Mary and Immy, we 
would like to wish you a safe and joyous Christmas and 
prosperous and joyous 2021. May your sherry glass 
always be full, your plate never empty and the love of 
your family neighbours and 
friends be endless. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to you all. 
Kim Harvey,  
The Madhatter Bookshop 
Burford, Oxfordshire 

www.madhatterbookshop.co.uk 

CAROLINE’S CLASSICS 
Inevitably, I’ve had to choose one of my Top 10 authors 
to review. No list of modern classics would be complete 
without William Boyd and I literally mean any of his 
novels in my opinion. To test my theory, I’ve swayed 
away from some of the obvious brilliant choices such as 
Any Human Heart or A Good Man in Africa and picked 
Brazzaville Beach. And this time, I’ve only just started 
re-reading it so can’t quite recall if the end justifies the 
means. But – trust me – I think you’ll want to stay the 
course. 
     This awesome author has the unnerving talent of 
immediately grabbing you by the scruff of the neck. You 
are thrust into the confidence of angst-ridden Hope 
Clearwater in an intriguing prologue.  Our heroine lays 
bare her state of mind as to how she should even start 
her story as if she’s confiding in her diary. She now 

merely exists on Brazzaville but must 
look back at “two sets of strange and 
extraordinary events, one in England and 
one in Africa” before she can truly move 
on. One happened to make her flee from 
her British husband John Clearwater and 
the other where she took refuge, as a 
researcher into a wild chimpanzee 
society’s life, in a dense forest on the 

continent.  Both focus on relationships 
and identity. Hope says: “How can I explain it to you? I 
have to make sense of what has taken place before I can 
restart my life in the world, as it were. Do you know that 
feeling? That urge to call a temporary halt, to say: 
enough, slow down, give me a break.” Well, don’t we 
all? 
     Boyd clearly conveys Hope’s torment as she puzzles 
through her past experiences, using a fractured style zig-
zagging from time zones as well as chopping from 
telling literal events, in a wry and deprecating way, to 
sudden thoughts or theories. Her tale’s made even more 
bizarre, but telling, symbolically played out against the 
backdrop of the life of our closest living relatives, the 
apes, with their own battles, joys and sorrows. 
Caroline Fisher 

BURFORD CRAFTERS 
Thank you to those who have 
bought items described last 
month.  We have a selection of 
baby items too as well as cloth 
bags, hand puppets, fingerless 
gloves, needle cases, pin 
cushions, place mats, key rings, 
etc. etc. 

Please contact me if you are 
interested in a craft item and I 
will plan to meet you - socially distancing of course.  
All proceeds will go to Besom in Witney supporting 
local families in need. 
Christine Brown 
01993 822589  christineibrown7@gmail.com 
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ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
Camberwell Church Street:  “…. today is 
the anniversary of the first banana being 
sold in Britain, on 10th April 1633. What 
is wrong with me that I retain this sort of 
information?”  What indeed? After the 
enjoyment Alice’s Book Group derived 
from Between the Stops by Sandi Toksvig 
we would all cry “Nothing!”  That is not 
to say that we did not find any flaws in 

this mesmerising journey on the number 
12 bus running between Dulwich and BBC Broadcasting 
House. Sandi, and she admits the public thinks it is on 
first name terms with her, uses this trip to meander down 
both the side and by roads of the bus route, and also of her 
life.  
     Her name dropping is a little overwhelming but can be 
justified by the fact that it has been and is an interesting 
and varied life .  As a child she travelled with her high-
powered Danish journalist father and experienced more 
exotic situations than most of us do in a lifetime. She is 
incorrigibly curious, she cannot resist following up 
strange facts, and appears to retain all the knowledge she 
has ever gained when thoroughly preparing for her 
numerous media programmes. There are kind anecdotes 
about friends, some of whom are the brightest, 
intellectually, personalities in the public eye. 
     She touches on her “Coming Out” and we thought she 
sometimes still appeared vulnerable, but it is apparent that 
she rejoices in her current happily married state.  Many 
subjects are pondered and she is a fierce, almost 
belligerent, feminist; religion is dimly spotlit, but humour 
is seldom absent. A favourite mix of both: “I’ve met the 
Church of England’s first female bishop, Libby Lane, 
several times. She’s a delight and so far hasn’t been struck 
by lightning. Mind you, if she is a bishop she probably 
only moves on a diagonal and that might make her harder 
to hit.” This is the light relief at the end of a short 
consideration of belief systems.  You will appreciate from 
that piece that this is an easy book to read, silly and 
serious by turns, with odd facts, observations and stories 
sprinkled throughout. 
     It is, obviously, London-centric, which is frustrating to 
the outsider, but it can prompt a temptation to buy an A to 
Z and explore the area oneself; definitely it encourages 
more research.  
     Nicola Cornick, an author with close ties to our town, 
was to give a talk about her recent book The Forgotten 
Sister, but we will not be denied the pleasure of reading it 
and have chosen it for next month. 
Veral Marshall 

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY 
The photos below show Rotary members planting 
crocuses to bloom in the spring on Burford Hill to 
remind us all of the fight against polio and to hopefully 
to bring some colour in these difficult times. Lovely that 
so many people stopped and chatted and asked us about 
Rotary and why we were planting the crocuses, a touch 
of normality.    

At our November meeting we had an 
excellent Zoom talk by Richard Poad of 
the Maidenhead Heritage Society: “The 
Dunkirk Little Ships”. Fascinating to 
hear the history of these plucky boats 
and how many are still around today 

If you would be interested in meeting 
like-minded people, and bein able to raise money to help 
local and national charities, why not think about joining 
one of our Zoom meetings?  We are a small but very 
friendly group of men and women with members from 
all the local villages in the area. We are always looking 
to welcome new members.  
     So if you would like to find out what Rotary is about 
why not contact our secretary John Smith 
jpw.smith@jass.co.uk 
We would love to hear from you 
. We all wish you a Happy Christmas and 
hope that 2021 will be a better year for us 
all,  
Ros Richardson    
    

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, they will edit or 
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not 
indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be edited for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where items or services are 
offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of good quality.   The editors 
may refuse to publish advertisements or other statements about unsuitable items or services.   The Bridge does not accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised.   All items submitted for inclusion must give the 
name and address of the writer and an email address or telephone number.  By submitting any article, announcement, letter or advertisement to 
The Bridge you are deemed to have agreed to the above. 
All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on our 
website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk.
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SHOP LOCALLY 
It’s been a difficult year for our High Street traders 
following the March lockdown, the absence of overseas 
visitors and then Lockdown 2.  Across the country some 
230,000 so-called “non-essential” shops have been shut 
down for four weeks and it is estimated that 18,000 will 
have closed permanently by the end of the year.  If more 
shops close in our usually bustling High Street, it could 
create a downward spiral as the town becomes less 
attractive to visitors and this leads to loss of jobs and 
real damage to the local economy.  So we would urge all 
our readers to do what you can to support local 
businesses.  Bear in mind that more than half the sales 
on Amazon’s UK website come from small and 
medium-sized businesses, some of whom also have 
bricks and mortar shops, and that those businesses have 
to pay a commission of up to 50% of their profit on 
sales through a third party.  

It is reported that Jeff Bezos, the boss of Amazon, 
makes £244 million (USD321 million) every single 
day.  We know that shopping online is very convenient 
but do you really want to add to his billions when you 
could be helping a local shop instead? 
Editors 

NEW  POP UP SHOP IN BURFORD 
Keith Scarrott Shoes have announced they are opening a 
Pop up shop at 125 High Street, Burford.  Independent 
women’s footwear retailer and designer Keith Scarrott 
has a collection of exclusive, exquisitely crafted 
footwear and its flagship store is in Cheltenham.   The 
collections are designed in the heart of the Cotswolds 
and delicately hand made in Italy and Spain by the 
brand’s European artisan partners.    

They will be open until Christmas.  Coming with them 
from Cheltenham to share the unit is ladies wear brand, 
Bodega.  There are also gifts and accessories from The 
Lion Sparkles and there are also gifts from lifestyle 
brand Queen and Hector. 
Sophie Scarrott 

We have received a number of letters and comments 
about the importance of shopping locally and space 
does not allow us to print them all.  We also received 
complaints about the fact that Burford Garden Company 
has been permitted (perfectly legally) to sell its entire 
range while High Street shops have had to close. 
Hopefully this will soon change. 
Editors 

Below is another great idea for a Christmas present for ourselves or others!
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BURFORD SCHOOL 
The marvels of technology 

Our Open Day held in September is a massive event and 
a key moment for parents to come into school, meet 
with staff and students and really see what Burford can 
offer their child.  It was with some dismay, therefore, 
that we realised that such an event was impossible this 
year.  Technology, however, has proved to be our friend 
and our virtual tours for Open Day and for the Sixth 
Form have been accessed, not just on the days 
themselves, but for weeks after. The technology has 
enabled us to track the dizzying rates of response we 
have received and most definitely proved a positive 
method of delivery with prospective parents and 
students.  As they say, every day’s a school day! 

Remembering our founders 
Sadly our plan to record our Charter Day service, so that 
we could broadcast it to each year group in their 
bubbles, was not an option with the new four week 
lockdown during November and, similarly, we were 
unable to hold our Senior Prize Giving.  Despite the 
difficulties, our speaker triumphed with a wonderful 
speech, sent down from Cumbria, where he is a 
respected fell walker and author, and students received 
their awards, together with a commemorative 
programme, through the post.  

Heads down - working hard 

Public and internal exams have been occupying much of 
our time here in school.  Following the vacillations 
between exams and assessment last year, everyone is 
keenly aware that each piece of work and assessment 
undertaken this year may be called upon, should exams 
fail to materialise this coming summer.  We hope not, but 
who knows. 

Thinking beyond school 
A full week of mock interviews took place for our Year 11 
students during November.  Mrs Haines, our new careers 
leader, was responsible for organising this huge event. All 
223 students submitted an online application form, 
underwent an online interview with an external employer 
and received constructive feedback.  It was very good to 
have Burford Recruitment on board this year and we are 
immensely grateful to all those in the local community 
who gave up their time and helped make it such a success. 

Thanks and good wishes 
As we head towards the end of term we would like to 
thank those in Burford who have offered their particular 
support to our boarding community during the times they 
have been ‘confined to barracks’.  Happily all lockdowns 
have been precautionary measures only and spirits have 
remained high throughout but your consideration has been 
much appreciated. 
We wish you all a very happy and safe festive season and 
look forward to sunnier times in the New Year. 
Sarah Duckworth - Marketing Manager 
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk 

********************************************* 

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 
Since the new period of lockdown began on 4 
November, Oxfordshire Library Services have been able 
to provide a limited click and collect service from some 
larger libraries. This can be accessed 
at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraryclickandcollect or by 
calling 01865 897811. The nearest participating library 
is Witney. 
Many of you may remember the home delivery service 
we operated several years ago. The library committee is 
hoping that there will be a demand for this to be revived 
and is busy working out how this could be done. Please 
contact any committee member or post a request 
through the Stone Gallery door. 
And now the answers to our very light-hearted quiz.  
Robert Galbraith = JK Rowling,  Agatha Christie = Lady 
Mallowen, Victoria Lucas = Sylvia Plath,  Agatha 
Christie = Mary Westmacott ( sorry, wrong way round!) 
George Eliot = Mary Ann ( Marianne ) Evans,  Richard 
Bachman = Stephen King,  Benjamin Black = John 
Banville. 
As we approach Christmas not knowing 
quite what to expect this year, may I just 
wish you on behalf of the library 
committee, a comfortable celebration and 
a robust 2021. 
Elizabeth Mortimore  
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LOCAL HISTORY for BURFORD COMMUNITY 
Eighteenth Century shears  

When the Tolsey Museum opened in 1960, Roger Warner 
placed on loan an important collection of some 200 items 
of local historic interest, all of which he ultimately 
transferred into a foundation gift. Amongst the tools was 
this pair of sheep shears, which bear the name LANE,  
and the leather case which is inscribed William Radway, 
1786.  

The shears and case came from the Hooper family who 
ran the village shop and Post Office in Windrush for many 
years; the old home yielded several other items from a 
bygone age, some of which also came to the museum, 
including a wooden mould for the gingerbread biscuits 
sold to people at the Burford races; a revolving lure for 
catching skylarks; an early 19th century cotton dress; and 
a painted sign advertising ‘Banbury Cakes for sale’. 
     The iron shears are almost certainly 18th century in 
date, and blacksmith-made to a classic design. Beyond the 
known provenance, their true origin remains conjecture, 
but the mark, LANE, probably denotes they were once 
owned by yeoman farmers of that name who were famous 
as breeders of Cotswold Sheep; they were connected by 
marriage to William Garne of Aldsworth who kept the last 
old flock until he died in 1967. Fortunately, at the 
subsequent dispersal sale, there was sufficient interest 
shown by enthusiasts to save this rare breed from 
extinction, and today it thrives again. 

William Radway is probably the name of a shepherd who 
apparently wanted to personalise his leather case, holding 
two pairs of shears - but one wonders at the neatness of 
his lettering. We know nothing about him, or where he 
lived, though there are Radways at Cirencester still. But 
does anyone have this William in their family tree? 
Chris Walker - tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk 

********************************************* 

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
WODC is engaged in the support measures required for 
lockdown; food parcel deliveries, payments and several 
other matters which have been passed on from 
Westminster for action locally. Normal services will be 
continued, as far as possible, but responses will probably 
be slower. The new leader of the council, Michelle Mead, 
is heavily involved in these community support activities. 
     It appears that Burford’s HGV ban has been agreed 
just in the nick of time, may it persist long into the future. 
The overall permitted length of a 44 tonne articulated 
lorry is currently 16.5 metres but the government has just 
finished a trial, started in 2012, and consultation which 
could see the length increased to 18.75 metres overall and 
the weight to 48 tonnes. “The trial has clearly shown the 
benefits of longer trailers for the environment and 
business” states government sources. The “conclusion” 
being that longer trailers (15.6 metres) on the overall 
18.75 metre vehicle will reduce environmental pollution. 
Maybe, but surely a heavier vehicle requires more power 
output from a larger engine or makes the existing engine 
work harder, thereby pumping out more diesel fumes. 
Especially, for example, going up Burford Hill. 
     The Netherlands has maximum 50 tonnes lorries but 
no hills. The USA has maximum 36 tonne articulated 
trucks, although the “romantic” pictures of them would 
appear to indicate something much 
bigger, and long straight interstate 
highways with few stop/start 
requirements. 
Finally, Christmas approaches at the 
end of a difficult year. I wish 
everyone a Happy Christmas and a 
better time in 2021. 
Derek Cotterill - 10 November 2020 
********************************************* 

GRANTS FROM BUSWT 
Are you aware of a neighbour struggling with paying 
their bills, or someone who needs help buying 
something essential?  If so, the Burford Upton & Signet 
Welfare Trust (BUSWT) might be able to help, 
especially in these strange and difficult times we are 
facing. 
       This is a local charity set up many years ago to aid 
the welfare of people living in these areas. The trust has 
a modest annual income of approximately £2,500 from 
investments and donations. 
     If you know anyone who might need help in any 
way, please contact the secretary, Christine Brown, 
01993 822589 or christineibrown7@gmail.com  
All requests are kept confidential. 
Christine Brown - Secretary of BUSWT 
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Photos of Burford High Street last year kindly provided by Peter Martin
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
What are you hoping for 
this Christmas? 

It’s the sort of question we 
ask and gets asked each 
year. As we look back on 
2020 I doubt many of us 
would hope to do it all over 
again; life has been harder, 
more challenging, less 
certain and more fearful. We 
are hoping for something 

better. 
Now, of course, this year has brought moments of Light 
both as a nation and as a community– there have been 
the heroics and compassion of our NHS and who can 
forget Captain Sir Tom Moore and his fundraising. 
Closer to home, meals have been cooked, parcels and 
prescriptions collected, phone calls made and socially 
distanced walks arranged. People have celebrated 
birthdays in creative ways, others have shared meals 
over the internet and done their best to ensure that no-
one is left alone. These are all things that have brought 
Hope and Light into our lives.  
     Yet many still feel isolated and alone, others are 
facing financial hardship, some are sick or ill, and there 
are those who are grieving. We hope to see each other 
again (and to give those grandchildren a great squeeze), 
we hope for a more secure and stable outlook in our 
finances, we are hoping for better health. 
     So, as we look to the future, we are longing for Hope 
and for Light. We long for someone to say to us “it will 
get better” yet, even with the promise of a vaccine on its 
way, it’s hard to know when it might happen or if it 
really will. Even then, we know that when Covid-19 is 
past, we will face other challenges. So as we get deeper 
into the darkness of winter, let me encourage us to find 
Light and Hope in Christmas.  
     2000 years ago, Jesus was born and lived in times of 
darkness and uncertainty. He was born into a people 
suffering oppression and injustice, he became a refugee 
fleeing a tyrannical king, his life was full of uncertainty 
and fear yet we read in one of the biographies of his life 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.” (John’s Gospel Chapter 1v5) 
     This verse speaks about Jesus coming as the Light to 
shine in our darkness, and as he does so, he brings about 
an inextinguishable hope. Christmas is all about how the 
Light came into the world to triumph over darkness and 
overturn fear. So how does he bring Light? 
     John’s gospel continues… “to those who believe in 
his name, He gave the right to become children of 
God.” 
     The Bible tells us that this is on offer to all who 
believe in his name. That is, if we turn to Jesus, we are 
adopted by God and gain all the privileges of being his 
children. This is a gift that lasts for all eternity and 
comes with all the certainty and assurance, hope and 
light that we all crave.  In it is a promise of eternal 

security, with a closeness of relationship with the God 
who loves us. It gives assurance that there will be no 
more isolation, no sickness, and with all the riches of 
heaven at our disposal. 
We would love for you to join us for our Christmas 
services as we think about where we can find everlasting 
Hope. You’ll read elsewhere of the opportunity to think 
through this offer of Hope in the New Year through an 
online course called Alpha – it will be a great 
opportunity for us to think together and ask all sorts of 
questions. We would love you to join us. 
With Hope and my best wishes for this Christmas and 
the New Year. 
Tom Putt, Vicar of Burford, Fulbrook, Taynton, Asthall, 
Swinbrook and Widford. 

********************************************* 

MRS BUMBLES 
This is written in the second week of the latest 
lockdown.  Bumbles has  been very lucky being allowed 
to continue to trade during the lockdowns – but how can 
the latest lockdown be considered fair ? 
     The traders in Burford, unless they are in the food 
business, have been compelled to close. I have nothing 
against the Burford Garden Centre but it cannot be 
reasonable to allow it to open when in a lot of cases the 
same goods are available in Burford.   So hundreds of 
people are  cheerfully mingling in the Garden Centre 
and in the car park while the streets of Burford are 
deserted. This does not make any sense. 
     Anyway, because we are so quiet we have tried to 
expand our on-line delivery service.  This has kept us 
going in the past, is fun and useful to do,  and keeps the 
staff occupied.  So to reduce costs I thought I would try 
an electric car – a friend agreed to lend me one.   
     I thought the car would be slow – it wasn’t and 
acceleration is really brisk.  Charging it up takes a bit of 
getting used to as obviously you cannot just pop into a 
petrol station any more – you need to remember to keep 
the car charged up.   
     Also electric cars tell lies. It tells you how many 
miles you have left in the battery and when you look 
again the amount left has dramatically reduced – 
particularly if  you put your foot down a bit. 
     I loved it though.   
     The big problem is getting used to the fact that no-
one can hear you coming. I had not realised that people 
rely on their ears so much when they are walking along 
a country lane. People don’t hear you coming and, for 
me, that is  dangerous and a real problem. 
Steve Colter 

SHOP LOCALLY

The local shops have put in a tremendous effort in 

making their premises safe.   Please support them as 
much as you can.  

Toiletries, books, ornaments, jewellery, clothing, 
antiques, woodwork, refreshments, fossils, kitchen 

equipment and so much more.

- 18 - - 18 - 

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Question Time 
One of the useful features of the BBC Oxford local 
news at 18:30 on BBC1 is the ‘Ask the Expert’ item, 
when questions from the public are directed to an expert 
in that particular subject, who is able to answer without 
being interrupted by an interviewer. This led me to 
wonder which expert might be able to answer some of 
the perplexing questions of Burford: 
1. Why can’t OCC solve the drains on the A40 
roundabout at the Cotswold Gateway corner? Two new 
gutter drains have been installed recently, but one is 
already blocked, and neither has solved the flooding 
problem, which is as bad as ever when it rains heavily. 
2. If the A40 school bridge was hit by a lorry, why 
hasn’t that the lorry-owner’s insurance company paid 
for the repair? If it’s possible to secure the removal of an 
item by driving into it without having to pay for its 
repair, it might be worth buying an old car and driving it 
into a particularly unattractive building (the National 
Theatre?) in the hope that it will be destroyed rather 
than repaired. 
3. Why does SKANSA (‘Working with OCC’) have to 
store so many old road signs on the verges and in the 
bushes along the A40 and A361 to the east and south 
respectively of the Burford Roundabout?  
4. Why is a burger-kebab van allowed within 100m of 
the entrance of a secondary school, in clear 
contravention of HMG guidelines? The A361 golf club 
lay-by accounts for two-thirds of the 10,000 to 15,000 
pieces of litter that I collect annually on my Sunday 
morning litter-picks. 
5. When will the litter bin beside the eastbound A40 bus 
stop on Oxford Road be reinstated? It has been nearly 
four years since it disappeared; I have sent a reminder 
email to WODC on each anniversary of my initial 
request in 2017. 
6. Why is it possible to purchase clothes from ASDA in 
Carterton, where there is no social-distancing or anyone 
counting how many are in the supermarket, yet shops in 
Burford that limit the number of customers to three and 
have put in Perspex screens to ensure COVID-19 risks 
are minimal have had to close in the current Lockdown? 
7. Would the conversion of the Cotswolds AONB into a 
National Park be a good thing for the tourist economy of 
Burford in the difficult times ahead post-COVID-19? I 
have lived in a National Park (Yorkshire Dales) and it 
was immaculately run by the park authority. 
8. Do we really need OCC? We have an efficient town 
council and WODC runs our local area effectively, yet 
OCC lumps us in with the problems of Oxford, and is an 
unnecessary third tier of local authority. I lived in the 
unitary authority of Wokingham for five years, and it 

was so much simpler having one local authority who 
could sort out problems. 
9. Who are the people who sling full dog-poo-bags into 
the bushes along the footpath beside the golf course? It’s 
unfair on those of us who have dogs who feel duty-
bound to extricate these bags and put them in the bin by 
the A40, lest other walkers think that it was our dog who 
produced the bag’s content. 
I do appreciate that some of these questions are similar 
to the Schleswig-Holstein question* of the 19th Century, 
but some people out there might know a few of the 
answers. 
Rory Darling 
*“The Schleswig-Holstein question is so complicated, 
only three men in Europe have ever understood it. One 
was Prince Albert, who is dead. The second was a 
German professor who became mad. I am the third and I 
have forgotten all about it.” - Lord Palmerston 

Hell on Wheels 
We write to share our concern about the anti-social 
behaviour of some motorcyclists who seem to use the 
A361 as a racetrack from Burford to Lechlade.   The 
speed but more annoyingly the excessive noise from 

modified exhaust systems shatter the 
peace in the area especially on 
summer evenings and weekends. The 
A361 past our houses in Signet only 
has a national 60mph limit whereas 
most of the rest has a 40 or 50mph 
limit (but the motorcyclists seem to 
ignore any speed limit anyway).    
Previous attempts to try to interest 
Thames Valley Police in enforcing 

the law on speeding as well as illegal exhaust systems 
on some bikes has drawn a blank.  While not condoning 
it, the police seem to think of every excuse not to try to 
enforce the law. 
 
     We wish to curb this totally unnecessary anti-social 
behaviour by a minority of 
motorcyclists who blight the whole 
area with excessive noise and speed.  
Possibly we should give up on the 
police and try VOSA, Environmental 
Health Officers or Oxfordshire 
County Council as a route to law 
enforcement.  Perhaps the police need 
a higher accident/fatality count on the 
A361 before doing any enforcement?  
 I think we are probably not the only part of Oxfordshire 
affected by this nuisance.     
Mark Lucey,  Libby Davies and other residents of 
Signet,  Burford  
We asked TVP how many tickets for excessive noise had 
been issued to motor cyclists on the A361 between 
Burford and Lechlade over the last two years.  The 
answer was “no information  held”. One problem 
appears to be that some motor cyclists modify the 
exhausts on their bikes to make them noisier.  We 
welcome any other comments on this issue, including 
from motor cyclists - Ed 
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                 Countryman Down Under 
My name is Geoff King and I live in Melbourne 
Victoria, Australia. 
Now retired, I have had the time in recent years to 
pursue other interests which includes review of my 
father’s collection of ‘Countryman’ magazines which 
were produced in Burford for many decades. 
He subscribed to the Countryman from 1962 until the 
mid 1990s; sent to various overseas addresses where we 
lived in East Africa and Australia. 
I always read these with great interest but found it 
difficult to find a previously read article in the 
mountainous pile of books. 
Subsequently I commenced preparation of an index in 
XL format which facilitates finding any subject by 
simply typing in a keyword. 
I don’t know whether there is any ongoing connection 
between your village and this magazine, but if the index 
is of interest to any of your readers I would be pleased 
to make it freely available when complete. 
So far, I have completed from 1962 to 1970. 
Unfortunately I don’t have copies of the magazine 
pre-1962 or after 1994 which would make it more 
complete. I would be interested to know if a larger 
archive exists in Burford. 
Michael Taubenheim has forwarded this to the current 
owners of the magazine.Ed 

********************************************* 

FRONT WHEEL DRIVE 

Some of us older readers of The Bridge, born before 
1950 probably, will remember when, in 1959, the 
brilliant car designer Alec Issigonis revealed the original 
Mini to an unsuspecting public.  It was a sensational, 
innovative achievement, small but roomy and 
comfortable, nippy with a modest little engine, excellent 
value for money, and it whizzed round corners like 
nothing else on earth.  Cooper versions of Minis won the 
very challenging Monte Carlo rally in 1964, 1965 and 
1967 against many bigger and much more powerful 
cars, a huge achievement in those days. 

The most special thing about the Mini is that it 
would not have been possible at all without the clever 
way that engineers arranged for the power of the engine 
to be delivered to the front wheels.  Look at your wrist 
for a moment.  Wriggle it around.  It doesn’t matter what 
angle your hand is relative to your arm, you can always 
manage to twist things strongly, like a screwdriver in an 
awkward corner for example, or stir a fork in a bowl of 
eggs to get them ready for scrambling.  Imagine having 
to transmit 50 horsepower through a mechanism a bit 
like your wrist so that your car can hurtle round corners.  
You need a “wrist” in the middle of each front wheel 
with its arm connected to the engine and its hand 
connected to the wheel. 

In 1936 a brilliant engineer Alfred Rzeppa 
(pronounced “jeppa”) patented exactly the same sort of 
wrist that we have in our front-wheel drive cars today.  
It is called a Constant Velocity Universal Joint.  Not 
many people know that, including most readers of The 

Bridge until now, and not many people who aren’t car 
mechanics have seen one!  But they are interesting little 
mechanisms. 

My connection with CVUJs started in 1963 when I 
worked for the Birmingham firm that made huge 
numbers of what were then called “Rzeppa Joints” for 
the Mini.  For many years it was the only company in 
the world that could make them.  They weren’t perfect.  
Quite a lot of them made knocking noises and a few had 
actually broken in service.  My first job after my 
engineering degree was to lead a small team to sort out 
these problems.  I totally dedicated two whole years to 
solving the design and manufacturing defects that the 
team’s research established were the causes of the 
failures.  And our hard labour did the trick.  Now a 
CVUJ will last for the entire life of the car that it 
powers, and it does that without making noises and with 
no maintenance of any kind. 

I have to make a confession. While the defects were 
being tackled and cured I thought about very little else 
except CVUJs during my waking hours.  Most of us 
have had serious, even all-consuming, obsessions about 
something, so I’m sure you will sympathise.  Then, to 
my great good luck, I had an even better obsession, a 
girl-friend.  After six months she became my wife.  And 
- I’m sure you will understand why - she banned 
mention of CVUJs for our 51 years together.  And bit-
by-bit I forgot all about them.  However, by chance a 
few years ago, I found one in a rubbish skip and my 
enthusiasm was rekindled in a moment.  It must have 
been from a car that had crashed.  So I took it home and, 
after surreptitiously cleaning all the muck and oil off it 
in my workshop, I hid it away so that I could 
occasionally have a secret, admiring fiddle with it.   

Now it is tucked comfortably in a drawer in my 
Burford kitchen.  Recently when friends came visiting, I 
happened to mention my work with Constant Velocity 
Universal Joints.  There were blank stares round the 
table.  “What on earth is a whatever-you-said joint?”   I 
got it out of the drawer and handed it round.  And it 
provoked comments like “Isn’t it beautiful” and “What a 
clever thing” and “Presumably these six shiny balls do 
all the work”.   

And here it is alongside a 30cm ruler.  The perfect 
mechanical wrist.  To see a colourful animation of how 
it works go to   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_H._Rzeppa 
Julian Gray 
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LIFE UNDER THE WAVES 
Growing up in Burford, surrounded by some of the 
UK’s most beautiful countryside and access to a host of 
amazing wildlife encounters, certainly set me on a path 
of borderline obsession with the natural world.  When I 
was young, I might not have expected that the hours 
spent at the Cotswold Wildlife Park or exploring local 
woods and rivers would lead me on to a career as a 
marine biologist given that we live in one of the most 
land-locked parts of the country. 

My path became clearer after learning to dive at the age 
of 16 with my father.  Soon, I became fixated on the 
ocean’s little and under-appreciated creatures. Gardeners 
might not expect to find slugs underwater, but in fact 
they truly come into their own under the waves. Sea 
slugs’ diversity in terms of colour, shape and species 
richness is much greater than you’d find in the veggie 
patch and they are most fascinating to observe. 
Gathering skills over the years searching for these tiny 
animals, getting more dives under my belt learning to 
take specialised underwater photographs, culminated in 
my PhD research on the biology of another tiny marine 
species.  
Pygmy seahorses had never been studied before, and 
only one species had been named before the turn of the 
millennium. This isn’t too surprising given that they are 
very specific about where they live and, at less than two 
centimetres long, adults would hardly stretch across a 
five pence coin. I spent hundreds of hours recording 
every detail of their lives on the reefs of Indonesia, 
whilst basing my work at a university in Australia. Their 
escapades turned out to be rather surprising and played 
out more like a soap opera than usual works of this type.  

Since completing my research, I have now returned to 
the UK as a base and am pleased to call Burford my 
home once again. My travels have been curtailed for 
obvious reasons right now, but my book The World 
Beneath: The Life and Times of Unknown Sea Creatures 
and Coral Reefs was released in the UK in November, 
which is keeping me busy. In September last year the 
official US launch took place at the Smithsonian 
Museum in Washington DC and I’m thrilled that the 
book will now also reach UK shores. 
     Through the book, I share my tales of adventure 
working in some of the most unexplored areas of the 
world and the wonderful animals I’ve encountered. 
There are also over 300 of my underwater photographs 
taken over the years. I have been lucky enough to dive 
with a saltwater crocodile in the Solomon Islands, 
record new fishes from New Guinea, share a dive with 
hundreds of hammerhead sharks in the Galapagos 
Islands and have been the first to photograph a pygmy 
seahorse giving birth. Although we are relatively far 
from the sea, I hope there is some appetite to learn more 
about the fantastic animals that exist out there in other 
parts of the world, giving us all an aspiration to do all 
we can to reduce our impact on the natural world from 
our little corner of paradise. 
Richard Smith 

Dr Richard Smith, born and raised in the Cotswolds, is an 
award-winning underwater photographer, author and 
marine conservationist who aspires to promote an 
appreciation for the ocean's inhabitants and raise 
awareness of marine conservation issues through his 
images.  A marine biologist by training, Richard's 
pioneering research on the biology and conservation of 
pygmy seahorses, led to the first PhD on these enigmatic 
fishes.  Richard is a member of the IUCN Seahorse, 
Pipefish and Seadragon Specialist Group. He has named 
the two most recent pygmy seahorse 
discoveries from Japan, 
Hippocampus japapigu, and South 
Africa, H. nalu. Richard organises 
and leads marine life expeditions 
where the aim is for participants to 
get more from their diving and 
photography by learning about the 
marine environment.  His book is out 
now:www.OceanRealmImages.com 
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WATCH YOUR SPEED 

Work went ahead in November to put up 20mph speed 
limit signs in Burford as the new limit came into force. 

Signs have appeared on most roads in the town and we 
hope that motorists will notice and comply with these. 
Editors 
 

SPEEDY CYCLIST 
Someone familiar with speed is Burford resident Jonathan 
Shubert who has set a provisional world record for 
covering 100 miles by bicycle in two hours 57 minutes 
and 58 seconds.  He set the new Road Records Association 
100-mile straight out benchmark by riding from Milton 
Keynes to Norwich with an average speed of 33.8mph. He 
beat his existing record of three hours, 8 minutes and 14 
seconds. A video showing how the record was broken can 
be found at https://youtube.be/h9NMi0Td1XA.  We trust 
that he observed all applicable speed limits. 
Jonathan (pictured) is a former British 24-hour cycling 
champion, winning with a distance of 835km in 2014 , and 
also circumnavigated 30,000km across the globe by bike 
between March 2013 and 2014. Jonathan, who was 
working as a science teacher at a British school in Oman, 
also holds the world record for riding 1,300km across the 
length of Oman in 48 hours, four days faster than the 
previous record.                                                  Editors 

LOCAL ARTIST 
This embroidered picture entitled Stars over Burford has been  wonderfully assembled by former Art and Art History 

teacher, Angela Tancock.   She has created many beautiful silk paintings, watercolours and lithographs. 
This photo does not do justice to the original. Editors 
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St John the Baptist, Burford 
*Please sign up at 

www.burfordchurch.org/sign-up before Friday 9.00am 
6 December  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Morning Service   11.00am 
13 December 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Morning Service    11.00am 
20 December    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am   
*Morning Service   11.00am 
Online Carol Service     7.00pm 
24 December  
*Family Service (Venue TBC)    4.00pm 
*Benefice Holy Communion (CW)  11.30pm 
25 December  
*Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
*Family Service followed by Lunch 11.00am 
27 December  
*Benefice Service   11.00am 

Warwick Hall, Burford 
*Please sign up at  

www.burfordchurch.org/sign-up before Friday 9.00am 
6 December 
*Families Together   11.00am 
13 December     
*Families Together   11.00am 
20 December 
*Families Together   11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
*Please sign up with Lyn Bibbings Burns 

6 December  
*Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
13 December     
*Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
20 December    
*Matins (BCP)      9.30am 
21-24 December    
Carols around the Parish 
25 December  
*Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
*Please sign up with Jo Knight 

6 December   
*Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
20 December 
Outdoor Carol Service           4.00pm 
25 December 
*Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
*Please sign up with Mo McKay 

13 December  
*Holy Communion (BCP)       9.30am 
25 December   
*Holy Communion (CW)     8.00am 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
*Please sign up with Mo McKay 

11 December    
*Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 
20 December    
Outdoor Carol Service     4.30pm 
25 December  
BCP service       8.00am 
*Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 

Please only sign up to services marked with an * 

All services are subject to change due to COVID. Please 
check our website burfordchurch.org before attending a 

service. 

******************************************** 

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS 
MORE 

Sunday Mass: 10.00 am 
Due to social distancing measures numbers are limited. 
Weekdays: 
Tuesday - Mass 10.00 am 
Thursday - Mass 10.00 am 
Friday -  Mass 6.00 pm 
Christmas Eve - Midnight Mass 9.00 pm 
Christmas Day - Mass 10.00 am 

Times may be subject to change due to alterations to 
government guidance. 
Please check the church noticeboard or 
www.catholicchurchburford.org.uk for updates. 
Dan Boyle 

******************************************** 

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING 
Meeting for Worship every Sunday at 11am at the 
Friends Meeting House Pytts Lane 
David Day 

******************************************** 

BURFORD BAPTIST CHURCH 

We are looking forward to welcoming you back as soon 
as possible.  We are working at making it safe for 
everyone and Covid secure to be indoors. 

Please keep in touch. We are collecting shoeboxes this 
year and welcome donations of any kind to assist with 
this event.  We will keep you all in our prayers and 
watch this space! 
Gill Crippen, Nicholas Wood  
Trustees, Burford Baptist Church 
gill.crippen@googlemail.com  07967 362885 -  

 CHURCH SERVICES
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CHURCH SERVICES 
JANUARY 2021 

St John the Baptist, Burford 
*Please sign up at 

www.burfordchurch.org/sign-up before Friday 9.00am 
3 January 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Morning Service    11.00am 
10 January  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Morning Service    11.00am 
17 January 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Holy Communion (CW)  11.00am 
24 January    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Morning Service    11.00am 
31 January    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Morning Service    11.00am 

Warwick Hall, Burford 
Please sign up at  

www.burfordchurch.org/sign-up before Friday 9.00am 
3 January 
*Families Together   11.00am 
10 January     
*Families Together   11.00am 
17 January 
*Families Together   11.00am 
24 January     
*Families Together   11.00am 
31 January 
*Families Together   11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
*Please sign up with Lyn Bibbings Burns 

3 January 
*Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
10 January  
*Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
17 January 
*Matins (BCP)       9.30am 
24 January    
*Morning Prayer (CW)    9.30am 
31 January 
*Benefice Morning Prayer (CW)   9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
*Please sign up with Jo Knight 

3 January    
*Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
17 January  
*Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
*Please sign up with Mo McKay 

3 January 
*Morning Prayer      9.30am 
10 January 
*Morning Prayer      9.30am 

17 January 
*Morning Prayer      9.30am 
24 January 
*Morning Prayer      9.30am 
31 January 
*Morning Prayer      9.30am 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
*Please sign up with Mo McKay 

3 January 
*Morning Prayer    11.00am 
10 January 
*Morning Prayer    11.00am 
17 January 
*Morning Prayer    11.00am 
24 January 
*Morning Prayer    11.00am 
31 January 
*Morning Prayer    11.00am 

Please only sign up to services marked with an * 

All services are subject to change due to COVID. 
Please check our website burfordchurch.org before 

attending a service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Life can sometimes cause us to ask some big questions, especially 
during times like these. The Alpha Course is a great way to explore 
such big questions in a relaxed environment, as we meet online 
and chew over topics like how we make the most of our lives and 
what difference faith in Jesus makes. 
The course is being hosted online by St. John the Baptist’s Church, 
Burford. We will be meeting via zoom on Tuesday evenings, 
please visit 
https://www.burfordchurch.org/ 
or if you have any questions, email Oliver at 
oliverstrange@burfordchurch.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What difference does my 
life make? 

(Probably not the 
best question to ask 

your delivery 
driver…) 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE AND 
CONTACTS 

The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of 
the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.   Please send articles and information to: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at 
Burford News for us to collect.  
Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of 
the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat) 01993 823882

Cotswold Painting & Decorating All Painting and Decorating 01993 823670
07919 886685

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 01993 822226

Jenny Smith Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held. 07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk 01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists 01993 220579

Light My Night Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk 01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers and Valuers 01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt Painter and Decorator 01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com 01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Vehicle servicing & repairs. MOT Testing Station 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk 01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk 01993 220281

ElWell Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older 01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ 01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffer Services Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk 07920 135157

Tony Williams Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations 07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers 01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07887 532252

The Stone Gallery Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen.  Paperweights & 
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk 01993 823302

NFU Mutual Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency 01993 776716

Patti Good Therapist, Teacher & Healer 
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com 07880 998568

Grimebusters your local carpet, upholstery & rug cleaners 
www.grimebusters.co.uk 01993 868924
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EXCEPTIONAL 
CARE IN  
BURFORD
The Cotswold Home is one of 
a select group of care homes 
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes 
and offers a home from home for 
discerning guests who appreciate 
comfort, quality and exceptional 
care.

We offer personal or nursing care 
on a permanent or short stay basis, 
as well as end of life care, all to the 
same exceptional standard. 

From award-winning restaurant 
style dining to beautiful 
landscaped gardens and 
industry leading staffing levels, 
The Costwold Home provides 
the highest level of service and 
facilities.

Why not come and see for 
yourself?

Call Catherine Lines, our General 
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or  
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

THE COTSWOLD 
HOME

Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,

Burford  
WR9 0BP 

www.efhl.co.uk
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A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

The partners of Jackson-Stops Burford 
wish you all a very safe Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

If you have any property requirements over the festive season, 
please contact us on 01993 822661 or burford@jackson-stops.co.uk.

 SERVING THE COTSWOLDS FOR 90 YEARS
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Here at Nicholsons we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
garden centre experience.

 
The Plant Centre  

Hedging & Screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers 
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy pots | Expert advice & Guidance

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture Sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles 

Kadais and BBQs | Lighting 

The Yurt Café  - Delightful treats under canvas
Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Afternoon Tea  

Artisan teas | Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL 
01869 340342

To find out more please visit our website:

www.nicholsonsgb.com

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE  
COUNTRYSIDE













 







 

RAMONA GOGOLOS MCFHP 
MAFHP 

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 
 

Services:- 
• toe nail trimming 
• ingrowing nail 
• thickened nails 
• corn and callus removal 
• fungal nail treatment 
• verruca treatment 
• diabetic foot advice 

 
Burford Foot Clinic: Castles Yard, 

Pytts Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ 
(By appointment only) 

Home visits also available 
Tel: 01993 200 980 
Mob: 07884318091 

 

The Regions Premiere Chauffeur Service

My Chauffeur UK

Executive & VIP Transport

Airport & Seaport Transfers 
Business Meetings 

Sporting events 

WWW.mychauffeuruk.co.uk 
Info@mychauffeuruk.co.uk 

08000 72 52 92

Mercedes Benz Saloon and 6 Seat MPV
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CJD Architects
Chartered Practice

The Practice is experienced, dedicated, flexible & regularly 
appointed for its innovative, creative & exciting design solutions.

Clients receive the closest of personal attention in the 
development of their ideas and aspirations :-

ü exploring exciting spacial solutions
ü consideration of the existing site features & surroundings
ü sound practical construction knowledge
ü using sustainable materials
ü achieving high levels of insulation to minimise energy usage

All sensitively & practicably co-ordinated to ensure a unique 
solution creating exciting & efficient spaces, all energy efficient 
& of which all may be proud.

Contact 
Christopher J Davis ARIBA, ACArch 

CJD Architects, 44, Taynton, Oxfordshire OX18 4UH 
T: 01993 823646                          E: chris@a-cjd.co.uk
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        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 

.  

 

 
Artisan Bakery & Café 

Family run bakery baking real bread and 
handmade cakes - from Sourdoughs & 

Baguettes to Chelsea Buns & Birthday Cakes! 
 

Christmas at the Bakery 
To give or share with family and friends. 

Handmade Christmas Cakes 
Christmas Puddings 

Marzipan Stollen 
Freshly Baked Mince Pies 

T: 01993 823898   E: info@bakeryonthehill.uk 
53 High Street, Burford, OX18 4QA 

 

 

 

 

[MAP AS PER LEAFLET] 
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MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72 
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com 

www.sdd-b.com

Renovations, New Builds, 
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s  

and Landscaping. 

Call 07793 74 73 72  
to discuss your project

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Free Informal 
Valuations

01242 235712 or 
cheltenham@mallams.co.uk 

www.mallams.co.uk

Mallams
1788

Jewellery, Silver, Ceramics, Clocks, Works 
of Art, Pictures, Asian & Islamic Art

A Chinese blue and white baluster vase
Circa 1662-1722
Sold recently for £7000

The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	

DRTV_297x210_A4_COMBINED_0420.indd   1DRTV_297x210_A4_COMBINED_0420.indd   1 15/04/2020   07:5015/04/2020   07:50

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. 
Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers. 

D-BB98083C 

To find out why, talk to us today about your home and car insurance needs. 

Call your local Witney agency on: 

01993 776 716  

The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 7BJ. 
Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.

To find out why, talk to us today about your home and car insurance needs.

Call your local XXXXX agency on: 

XXXX XXX XXXX

9 OUT OF 10 CUSTOMERS 
RENEW WITH US EACH YEAR

DRTV_297x210_A4_COMBINED_0420.indd   1DRTV_297x210_A4_COMBINED_0420.indd   1 15/04/2020   07:5015/04/2020   07:50
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150 The Hill, High Street 
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Witney 01993 608118

DAVIES 
GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turfing 

Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating 

Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes 

Roofing Repairs * Power Washing 

Distance no object * All work guaranteed 

Tel:  01608 643896 

Mobile:  07989 831282 

Quarter page, Portrait Template
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FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online @ www.jagtimber.co.uk

office@jagtimber.co.uk

01993 868001 

Do you have unwanted china cluttering up 
your cupboards? 

I am looking to buy good quality English 
china. Vintage, Art Deco, Mid Century patterns 

or top makes such as Royal Doulton, Royal 
Crown Derby, Spode etc. 

Call Liz at The Wanted Chinaman on 07713 
162596 for a no obligation chat and further info. 

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS

                                Contact us today on 

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193 

Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL 
aspects of  electrical design and installation, 

from extra sockets to complete re-wires. 

We also specialise in creating unique lighting 
effects for your home and garden. 

visit  www.cotswold-lighting.com  for more 
information. No job is ever too big or small!

FREE estimates!

Reavley Chemist
124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR 
01993 823144  |  info@reavley.co.uk                   
www.reavley.co.uk                   

Open 7 days a week 
Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 10am – 4pm

December 2020

We have new stock of infl uenza vaccines and, in keeping 
with Department of Health & Social Care guidelines, are 
offering these FREE to patients aged 65+, to NHS patients 
with longstanding medical conditions and to key health and 
social care workers as priority.  It is hoped that, in addition, 
patients aged 50-64 will be offered the free vaccine, but this 
will be limited according to our stock levels.  Please ensure 
you book an appointment early.  For those aged 18 years 
and under we offer nasal spray fl u vaccines.

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions  |  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines  |  Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands  |  Delivery Service Available

Flu Vaccinations Available NOW!

Wishing you a happy, healthy Christmas 
from everyone at Reavley Chemist

Buying for Burford
After a diffi cult year for shoppers and retailers alike, 
we are pleased to offer an inspiring collection of 
premium perfumes, skincare and gift items in store - 
these can be gift wrapped and delivered or posted 
to your loved ones on request.

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and a 
healthy New Year from the team at Reavley Chemist!

For those at risk of shingles, pneumonia or chickenpox we are 
able to offer vaccinations in our private Cotswolds Clinic as a 
fee paying service; speak to our friendly team if you wish to 
discuss whether this would be of benefi t to you or your family 
and to book an appointment. After lockdown ends, we will be 
able to offer our other private clinics, including wellness checks, 
our new allergy clinic plus a range of aesthetic treatments 
including Botox so you can be reassured of your health status 
as well as ensure that you look your best this Christmas.

Monthly_Editorial_Dec.indd   1Monthly_Editorial_Dec.indd   1 12/11/2020   17:1512/11/2020   17:15
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• Loose covers
• Curtains
• Re-Upholstery
• Tracks & Poles

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769
Mob: 07802 213381

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com

• Loose covers 
• Curtains 
• Re-Upholstery 
• Tracks & Poles

For personal, helpful service, 
please call

Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

Quarter page, Portrait Template
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PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE

All ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN

           FULLY INSURED

           FREE QUOTATIONS

            (01993) 868001

          office@jagtrees.co.uk

          www.jagtrees.co.uk

The Burford 
Veterinary Surgery

1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.

Call 01608 642547 for an appointment

 All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet. 

 Farm animals including camelids.

 Poultry and game birds.

 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm, 

Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.

 

Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 

At the Rooflight Company we believe business should 
be a force for good. That’s why we have developed the 
perfect rooflight solution for heritage areas of outstanding 
natural beauty, and are also proud to support our local 
community. 

Speak to us today about our 
Conservation Rooflight® range. 

Supporters of our Local Community

Heritage  |  Modern  |  Bespoke Design

Visit: www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
Email: enquiries@therooflightcompany.co.uk  |  Tel: 01993 833155 

Designed and built in Oxfordshire
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Emma Branch Yasmin Scott

The Old Mill House
Merretts Mill | Woodchester
Gloucestershire | GL5 5EX

First Floor
85 Great Portland Street
London | W1W 7LT 

T   0203 858 0035 
E   office@radnormartin.com
W  radnormartin.com

Director Sales Coordinator

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year. 
Thinking of selling your home in 2021? Give us a call for a market appraisal.

BUY | SELL | SEARCH

  

Alison Denny  
Residential Sales 
 
 
 
   
 

James Skinner 
Residential Sales 
Manager  

 
 
 
   

Kim Harvey 
Residential Sales  

 
 
 
   

 

Celebrating 12 months in Burford 

         SOLD     SOLD              SOLD 

01993 220 579  
burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk  

 

Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA 
 



45 High Street, Burford, OX18 4QA  |  Tel: 01993 822266

 saharalondon.com

For clothes that mean more, 

that add to the story of our lives.


