
“Oh no, not another one!”, as Brenda from Bristol so memorably exclaimed.  They seem to come round so quickly these 
days, and the next one is almost upon us.  Preparations are feverishly being made, the champagne is on ice and everyone is 
hoping that it goes better than the last one.   Yes, Bridge readers, it’s totally so nearly Christmas.  Pumpkins have been 
recycled, Guy Fawkes has been incinerated and mince pies are in the shops waiting to be consumed.  As this is our final 
edition this year, it is timely to look back on the last twelve months.  The biggest event round here was clearly the Burford 
Festival which must have been the G.O.A.T.*  The festival committee now face the challenge of equalling or even 
exceeding this in 2021.  We also welcomed a new vicar in Tom Putt, whose reflections on Christmas are within.  BTC made 
strides towards imposing a ban on HGVs on the High Street and Hill and started the ball rolling towards an extension to the 
car park. 
Our new year resolutions include having more coverage of what is going on in the thirteen villages and hamlets listed 
above.  Remember that The Bridge is not just for Burford; it’s a link between all the communities we serve (hence the 
name), so please keep us informed about what is going on via editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk. Secondly, we would like 
to have more interviews with those who were born here or have lived in The Bridge area for many decades so please don’t 
hold back and have your stories ready to share. 
Finally, a big thank you to those who have made donations to The Bridge, our tireless army of distributors, our advertisers 
and those who send us articles and letters.  Without you The Bridge would not exist.  We wish you and all our readers the 
happiest of Christmases and look forward to being back with you in February. 
*Greatest Of All Time, obvs. 
Editors 
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THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH 
KATHY HAIG 

The name of Kathy Haig may not be well known to 
some of our readers but will be very well known to a 
great many others.  For the last 12 years she has been 
running by far the largest organisation in our immediate 
area with responsibility for some 1600 people: Burford 
School. 

     Like Sir Lindsay Hoyle, the new Speaker, Kathy 
comes from Bolton in Lancashire.  She comes from a 
family of teachers: they moved to this area when Kathy 
was about 14.  Her father became head of technology at 
King Alfred’s School, Wantage and her mother became 
head teacher of Holy Trinity School at Chipping Norton. 
They still live in the area.  Kathy and her two brothers 
attended (where else?) Burford School.  She studied 
science at school and then took a degree in food science 
and nutrition at Leeds University. 

     It was by no means predestined 
that she would follow the path to 
teaching.  “I studied science and 
maths and then food and nutrition 
because I found the subjects really 
interesting.  Then my Dad said to 
me ‘You are really outgoing.  Have 
you considered teaching?’ He was 
right.  I am a bit of a show-off and 
I like performing.  So I did a 
PGCE [postgraduate teaching 
qualification] at Leeds.  My first 
job was at a school in Hull (it was 
very cold!) and I then moved to a 
school at Keighley in Yorkshire as 
a head of year.  I wanted to be a 
food teacher because we always 
have to eat.  There is no danger of 
becoming unemployed!  I became 
passionate about nutrition and 
healthy eating before people 
became health conscious and 
concerned with fighting cancer and 
heart disease.  One of the first 
things I did at Keighley was to shut 
the tuck shop and launch a healthy eating alternative.” 

     Kathy’s next move was to a school at Ellesmere Port 
in Cheshire as an assistant head and then deputy head.  
Then came the big move.  “I was with my family at 
February half term and I saw that there was a vacancy 
for the headship at Burford.  It being such a prestigious 
school I didn’t have high hopes but my brother Peter 
insisted that I should apply so I did and got the job.”  
She took up the post in January 2008, bringing with her 
a daughter and son who also attended the school.  They 
are now 22 and 20.  Her daughter has recently graduated 
from Birmingham University with a degree in history 
and her son is studying geography at Exeter. 

What were your first impressions? “My first was that 
very little had changed in the 20 years since I had left.  
The second was that everyone was very polite and 
friendly.  I remember that early on I went to cover for a 
teacher in J block.  I didn’t know the way and some girls 
said ‘Are you lost, miss? We’ll take you there’. When 
we dismiss a class at the end of a lesson they say 
“Thank you”.  At the end of assembly they give a round 
of applause.” 
     What changes did you make?  “My background was 
being a deputy head who led on teaching and learning in 
secondary schools.  Teachers are there to teach and 
children are there to learn and I insist that nothing 
should get in the way of that.  So I wanted to ensure that 
there was a consistently high standard of teaching.  
Some of the teachers had embraced modern teaching 
methods and others had not.  Pedagogy has changed 
enormously in the last 15 years.  It is not enough for the 
teacher just to stand at the front of the class and speak.” 

She explains to us that different 
children learn in different ways.  
There are auditory learners who 
learn best through hearing and 
remember and understand new 
concepts when they are explained 
out loud.  Then there are visual 
learners who have an early affinity 
for books and can learn from 
diagrams, videos and handouts.  
The third group is kinaesthetic 
learners who learn by touch, 
movement and motion, who would 
rather hold something than look at 
it.  All the children are profiled on 
joining the school and their 
preferred learning style is plotted 
on a grid.  This all goes onto a 
computer and teachers can run a 
profile for their group, enabling 
them to tailor their teaching 
approach to the needs of each 
individual group of students. Very 
eye-opening for those of us who 
had a traditional education! 

Kathy still likes to do some teaching herself.  “The 
traditional curriculum is right for the most part but we 
introduced engineering, GCSE physical education and 
GCSE childcare.  Some of the staff were surprised about 
the childcare but I said I’ll launch it and I’ll buy you all 
a pint if it doesn’t come off.  It did take off and pupils 
have gone on to become nursery nurses, hospital nurses 
or midwives”. 
     Being a head teacher does have its lighter moments.  
“Once I was doing a lesson observation in a ground 
floor classroom.  I was sitting quietly at the back of the 
room while the lesson went on.  Then a boy came in 
leading Pedro, one of the two school donkeys.  The 
teacher tried quietly to tell the boy to take Pedro away 
but the boy kept bringing him in.  



In the end I had to intervene and explain to the boy that 
the teacher might be embarrassed because the head 
teacher was there.  The boy hadn’t seen me sitting at the 
back.” 

     How many pupils are there? She says there were 
1416 at the last count compared with 1130 when she 
arrived.  Do you know them all? “I go outside on duty 
every lunchtime and walk the site.  I may not know all 
the names but I know their faces, which ones sit 
together, which ones play together and who sits alone 
and needs to be helped to play with others.  I go to have 
tea with the boarders in the boarding house every week 
and I meet the leadership team (head girl and boy and 
their deputies) every fortnight.  I 
absolutely believe that children 
have to get their qualifications 
but also that there should be 
other things to enrich the 
curriculum.  For example there 
is a lot of interest in the climate 
debate so we set up an 
environment impact group.  
Thirty staff offered to take part.  
We talk at assembly about what 
they can do - recycling, not 
using plastic cups, bringing their 
own bottles to school and so 
on.” 

     How does the boarding house 
work?  “There are 38 state boarding schools in England.  
Anyone with a British or EU passport can apply to 
board.  The parents pay fees to cover the cost of 
boarding.  We feel that it is important that the children 
themselves wants to board and will be happy and thrive 
in dormitories of four or six.  The children and parents 
are interviewed separately and assessed in terms of 
behaviour and suitability for boarding.  There is room 
for about 100 boarders.  We could fill the places  
three times over.  Last year all the places for 
September were filled by February and we 
already have deposits for 2021.”  In the 
boarding house around 30% of the children are 
from overseas including from Spain, France, 
Germany, Hong Kong and Nigeria [British 
passport holders in the last two cases.]  They 
also have pupils from the Falklands; there is no 
post 16 education there and they are able to 
travel conveniently on a military flight to Brize 
Norton. 

     What links are there between the town and the 
school?  “The mayor, John White, is a governor.  One 
staff member, Ryan Lane, is a retained firefighter.  We 
have strong links with the primary school and help with 
their after school clubs.  Some older pupils work in 
businesses in Burford doing washing up or cleaning or 
at the garden centre.  We put on monthly lunches for 
older people at the boarding house.  There is the 
community choir which put on a performance of Fauré’s 
Requiem in the church in 2018 and will be coming 
together again in March next year.  There is the alumni 

association, quite a few members of which live in the 
area.  The sports hall, the main hall and the boarding 
house hall are hired out for various activities.  We hold 
business breakfasts twice per year and the businesses in 
Burford are very supportive.  They provide work 
experience for year 10 and 12 pupils together with mock 
interviews.” 

     There are about 200 staff at the school.  “We 
encourage the staff to improve their academic learning.  
It is good to remind them that teaching and learning are 
different processes and remind them what it feels like to 
be a bit out of their depth.  A deputy head is doing a PhD 
at Oxford and two other members of staff are doing 

master’s degrees.   I chair the 
education partnership at 
Oxford University and that 
opens opportunities for 
children and staff to improve 
their academic learning.  
Eleanor Thomas, our head of 
history, co-authored a 
published paper with 
Catherine Burn of Oxford 
about good practice in 
teaching A-level history.” 

Although the sixth form 
follows a traditional academic 
curriculum, there is room for 

other activities.  “The school is 
well known for art, music, technology and sport.  For a 
time that was not fashionable but now we are leading 
the field.  We do more than just the five subjects that Mr 
Gove thought were important.  The governors are very 
good.  They are very supportive and don’t give me an 
easy ride but I enjoy the challenge.  Some schools have 
difficulty finding governors but when we had a vacancy 
for a parent governor last month there was an election 
with four candidates.” 

With all this going on and so many staff and 
pupils in her charge, how does she manage to 
relax?  “I love cooking.  The staff joke that I am 
always eating.  I have passed that on to my 
children.  My son must be the only person who 
makes pastry at university.  I am always 
reading.  It is very important that children 
acquire the habit of reading.  I also love travel 
and love to be busy.”  (She must be an 
exhausting person to go on holiday with!) 

What future plans do you have?  “We need an Astroturf 
pitch for hockey.  Our teams are successful but are 
disadvantaged by not having an all-weather surface.  
And we have a huge and exciting event coming up.  The 
school was founded in 1571 as an independent school 
for boys.  We still have the original charter.  The school 
will be 450 years old in November 2021.  We are going 
to have a year of celebration ending with our Charter 
Day in November.  We have lots of plans.”  Watch this 
space for details.  
Editors



 
BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

Autumn Leaves 

…………….but not soon enough. As witness the 
splendiferous but slightly damp Bonfire Night (see above). 
It was good to hear a number of traditionalists referring to 
it as “Guy Fawkes Night” and bemoaning the absence of a 
guy. In this era of anti-everything I expect there is Society 
for the Protection of Guys (SPG – which used to stand for 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel or Starwood 
Preferred Guest if you are a lover of Marriott Hotels) 
which protests against burning them. He would certainly 
have got a good roasting on our tremendous bonfire and 
thus missed the fantastic firework display which followed, 
by common consent quite the finest we have ever had.  
     There are so many people involved in this annual crowd 
puller that it is difficult to know where to start the vote of 
thanks. In making the attempt I am bound to forget 
somebody so please accept my apologies in advance. Primi 
inter pares are Gabi and Manfred Schotten who lead the 
CoT team, do all the organising and then run the hotdog 
stall. Then, in no particular order of merit, we have all the 
runners of the other stalls, Murray Disbury of Smurfit 
Kappa who supplied a wagonload of pallets for the fire – 
corporate local involvement at its very best, the firefighters 
who built the fire and one of whom – Tom Marshall – 
headed up the firework lighting team, Tommy Hickman 
(fork lift truck) and Dave Jackson (trailer) without whom 
we would never have been able to move the pallets, David 
Cohen who masterminded the civilian contribution to the 
fire and David Buckland and his son Jack who did 
everything else. The town owes all these people and 
everybody else who lent a hand the most enormous debt of 
gratitude – thanks a million to all of you! 

Now the HGV Appeal. At the time of writing (9 

November) the total, in cash and reliable pledges, is 
£144,003.64. So we are in touching distance of our target 
of £150k and I am optimistic that we will have reached it 
by the end of November. If we do, we will give OCC the 
undertaking they require that BTC will be responsible for 
the costs and then the work can really start!  If you have 
not yet contributed but still wish to do so, please don’t 
hesitate because anything we raise in excess of £150k will 
be put towards meeting the running costs after the 18 
month period has expired (the running costs within the 18 
month period are included in the £150k). 
     Another crowd, vast by Burford standards, turned out 
for the Remembrance Sunday service. It was beautifully 
conducted as a two hander by Rev. Tom Putt and Rev. 
Cedric Reavely; the sun shone, the traffic stopped thanks to 
our intrepid stewards, Ian Brown bugled effortlessly and 
none of the wreath layers fell over. A great occasion and a 
fitting remembrance of the Fallen. 
     Finally a last minute reminder. Our Civic Carol Service 
is on Sunday 8 December in St John the Baptist Church 
starting at 3.30 p.m. It is always a rousing occasion, 
especially the wine and mince pies afterwards, and all are 
very, very welcome. 
And finally, finally BTC wishes you 
all the happiest of Christmases and 
the most peaceful of New Years! 
And finally, finally, finally please 
note and applaud the complete 
absence of any mention of the 
Election – except this one, of 
course. 
John White - Mayor 
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FULBROOK FORUM 
7 Nov 2019. Becoming an artist: Influences, 

Inspiration and Insight by Sally Wyatt 
For a man with an atrophied right brain this talk was a 
real eye opener for me. Sally bared her soul to explain 
the exploration and the influences that contribute to her 
talented creativity. Although art was her favourite topic 
at school, Sally studied geology and geography at 
university. In 1991 she moved to Fulbrook and, wanting 
to work from home, started making decorative 
lampshades for Liberty’s, whom she had worked with 
previously. After making 1,000 lampshades, she felt that 
her creativity was suffocating. A recession put paid to 
the lampshades in 2008, so the Wyatts set up a very 
successful B&B business in their home. In 2014 Sally 
attended an art course in Cirencester and the fuse was 
lit. She set off on a creative fine art adventure. At the 
Newlyn School of Art she was selected to do a 
mentoring course with an enlightened group of artists. 
Sally was unique in being an art virgin, having had no 
formal art education. With her group, Sally studied 
different artists’ works and techniques. Unsullied by 
preconceived training, she was soon experimenting with 
different textures and materials; from canvas to board, 
watercolour, charcoal, acrylic and oil and mixing paint 
with wax, rust, egg and anything that could be found at 
the time. Sally soon realised that her art was expressing 
her moods, feelings and life events. Her raw talent is 
fast becoming recognised. She was shortlisted for the 
Summer Exhibition at the RA twice and four works 
were selected for the Discerning Eye Exhibition at the 
Mall Gallery. Although Sally enjoys the creative 
challenges most, she realises the more tedious necessity 
of exhibiting and trying to make a name for herself.  

Next meeting 
5 Dec 2019 Windrush Against Sewage Pollution by 
Ashley Smith. A tale of one of the 86% of England's 
failing rivers, what a local campaign is doing and what 
you can do to bring our river back to good health. 
Windrushwasp.org has lifted the lid of the waste water 
industry and found some nasty secrets.  
     If you would like a reminder about a week before 
each meeting please e-mail fulbrookforum@gmail.com 
to join our mailing list. 
     Meetings take place at 3pm in the Fulbrook Meeting 
Place at the back of Fulbrook Church. All welcome, no 
membership required. A donation of £1 please which 
includes refreshments. 
Oliver Sharpley 

RESULTS  OF THE RIDE AND STRIDE 
IN FULBROOK 

Nine participants, including three children under nine, 
eight welcomers and countless generous sponsors 
raised £1,157, half of which will come to Fulbrook 
church and the other half to churches in Oxfordshire 
which are struggling with funding repairs and 
renovation. 
     For those who like statistics, 73 miles were walked 
or cycled and 84 church visits made, and everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the day. Ideas are already afoot 
for next year, so watch this space in next summer’s 
issue. 
Diana Lethbridge 

‘…Bombs, bullets and banquets’ is the theme of the 
next Taynton talk at the village hall. The speaker, the 
Rt Hon Lord (Geoffrey) Dear will reveal his 
experiences during his full and fascinating career. 
     He lives in the Cotswolds with his wife and 
their black labrador. 
     The talk is scheduled for Friday 10 January at 
7.30pm at Taynton Village Hall. Tickets at £12.50, 
which include wine and nibbles on arrival, are 
available from Lexi Young on 01993 824 292. 
Lexi Young 

 

Many thanks to another kind donor who left £20 for 
The Bridge Magazine  at Burford News. 

This is so much appreciated. 

mailto:fulbrookforum@gmail.com


 
December and January Lectures  

11am in the Warwick Hall 
11 December  

300 years of Christmas Shows at ROH Covent 
Garden with Sarah Lenton 

The London Christmas season was invented at Covent 
Garden.  The first theatre on the site was the home of 
Harlequin and Columbine and 300 years on Harlequin 
and Columbine still dance in ‘The Nutcracker’.  Most of 
what we now consider to be quintessential pantomime – 
the principal boy, fairy tales, transformation scenes and 
the dame, can be traced back to the operas and ballets 
put on at Covent Garden during its first 200 years.  
“Panto” has moved on to the Palladium, but you can still 
see these basic components in the seasonal operas and 
ballets put on at the Royal Opera House. 
     Sarah has spent her working life in the theatre, 
principally at the Royal Opera House, Glyndebourne 
and English National Opera.  

8 January 
Through a Glass Darkly, A Study of Glass through 

the eyes of the Artist with Jane Gardiner 
 

This lecture explores the ways in which artists have 
included transparent glass objects in their paintings, 
delighting in capturing shadows and reflections within 
the glass as well as displaying their skill in portraying 
what lies behind and beyond. It will include the 
remarkable depiction of glass objects in Roman wall-
paintings, works by artists such as Titian, Veronese and 
Caravaggio  - where both the gods of Olympus and the 
disciples are seen drinking out of fragile Venetian 
‘cristallo’  - and the proliferation of glass drinking 
vessels in Dutch still-life paintings.  
     Jane trained at the V&A and continues to lecture 
there. She was Senior Lecturer at Sotheby’s Institute of 
Art for 17 years becoming a Deputy Director of 
Sotheby’s U.K. 
     TASC lectures take place from 11.00 -12.00 in the 
Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. 
Coffee is available in the Warwick Hall. Non-members 
are very welcome (suggested donation £10). 
For more information contact Frances Sparkes on 01993 
823943 or  
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
     To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and 
to see what lectures, special interest days and other 
activities are planned for the future, please log into the 
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
Frances Sparkes 

********************************************* 

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY 
CLUB 

As we come towards the end of the year, it is 
good to reflect on our successful Rotary year. 
We have had some good charity events to raise 
money for president Jane’s charities, Riding for 
the Disabled and Prostate Cancer UK, and to 

support Rotary International in the quest to eradicate 
polio throughout the world. We have also supported 
other local charities by doing car parking duties and flag 
days for their events. We have had many excellent 
speaker meetings organised by Mike Clark, trips and fun 
social days out and evening events. 
     We now have a permanent meeting place at Burford 
Golf Club who have made us very welcome. We are all 
looking forward to our Black Tie Christmas Dinner 
there on 2 December with speaker Duncan Andrews 
who is Countryfile presenter Adam Henson’s farming 
partner.  
     If you are looking for something new to do in 2020, 
why not think about coming along to one of our meeting 
at Burford Golf Club  7.00 for 7.30pm on Mondays 
(except Bank Holidays)? We are a small but very 
friendly group with members from all the local villages 
in the area. We are always looking to increase our 
membership. 
 So if you would like to come along and find out what 
Rotary is about why not come as a visitor?   Please 
contact our secretary at terry.a.best@btinternet.com  
We would be very pleased to see you. 
Ros Richardson 
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LENTHALL CONCERTS 
Wednesday 11 December - Burford Chorale conducted 
by Brian Kay present a selection of songs and carols. 
     Wednesday 22 January - Michael Bochmann (violin) 
and Adam Khan (guitar) play Paganini, Corelli and 
others. 
     Wednesday 26 February - Bochmann Trio with Paul 
Turner (piano) play Schubert, Beethoven and Brahms. 
     The concerts are at Burford School and start at 7.30.  
Advance tickets (£13) can be obtained from Madhatter 
Bookshop, by ringing 823260 or via the website 
(www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk<http://
www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk>).  
Tickets on the night cost £15. 
Nigel Barraclough 

LENTHALL CONCERT 159 
6 November 2019 Burford School 

The Royal College of Music Strings 

An abiding pleasure of the Lenthall concerts is a visit 
from one of the premier conservatories, so a full house 
awaited the return of the RCM strings, plus a scattering 
of wind, for November’s Lenthall concert, under their 
director Mark Messenger, another friend of these 
concerts from their inception.   
     Haydn and Mozart were the twin pillars of the first 
half: a middle-period Haydn symphony (No.47), written 
for the Esterhazy court and played here with great 
panache; and one of Mozart’s violin concertos from his 
boy-wonder period, No.5 in A.  The soloists in this were 
three alumni of the master classes conducted by Maxim 
Vengerov at the RCM: Karolina Sutt, Elil Cansever and 
Katherine Yoon, taking a movement each and all 
excellent.   
     The second half was devoted to Richard Strauss’s 
Metamorphosen for 23 solo strings.  This passionate 
piece was given full rein by Mark Messenger and his 
youthful charges, who played with the utmost 
conviction.  Impossible not to be moved. 
     The December concert will be suitably seasonal, 
when the Burford Chorale, conducted by Brian Kay, will 
present a selection of part-songs and folk songs, jazzy 
Shakespeare settings by George Shearing, and songs and 
carols for Christmas.  The venue is as usual at Burford 
School and tickets (£13 advance, ) are available from 
the Madhatter Bookshop, 122 Burford High Street, The 
Lenthall Concerts on 01993 822279, or (£15) at the 
door.  They can also be booked online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-lenthall-concert-society.  
Students get in for £3; under 12s for nothing. 
Chris Yapp 

BURFORD SINGERS 
Bach St John Passion 

Saturday, 4 April 2020, 7.30pm 
Church of St John the Baptist 

Church Green, Burford OX18 4RY 
Burford Singers with 

James Oxley – Evangelist 
John Stainsby - Christus 
Alison Rose – Soprano 

James Neville – Counter-tenor 
Laurence Kilsby - Tenor 

Freddie Long - Bass 
Canzona 

Leader: Theresa Caudle 
Conductor: Brian Kay 

Tickets reserved at £25, £20, £15, unreserved £10, 
children and students half price.  Postal booking from 13 

- 24 January.  Online booking from 10 February at 
www.burfordsingers.org.uk (Booking fee applies).   

Booking in person (unreserved tickets only) from 10 
February at The Madhatter Bookshop 
122, High Street, Burford OX18 4QJ 

Full details on our website www.burfordsingers.org.uk 
Catherine Martin  

****************************************** 

ONE PLANET 

You first heard 
about it at the 
Festival – now 
you can see it. 
The BBC's latest 
blockbuster 
natural history 
series, Seven 
Worlds, One 
Planet, which was 
previewed by 
Chadden Hunter 
at his sell-out talk 
at this year’s 
Festival, is now 
being screened on 
Sunday evenings 
on BBC One.  

Four years in the making by the BBC Natural History 
Unit, the makers have deployed the latest technology, 
including drone techniques to capture “unique 
perspectives, new species and animal behaviour never 
before seen”. As each of the planet’s diverse continents 
is explored the overall message is clear i.e. "this is the 
most critical moment for life on earth since the 
continents were formed”. 
Peter Martin 
Most of it has already been shown but you can still 
catch it on iPlayer - Editors 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM 
THE REV. TOM PUTT 

Christmas is something I look forward to every year – and as 
a family, we’re looking forward to our first Christmas in 
Burford. Discussions have been had since September about 
where the tree is going to go, what decorations will go where 
and what new traditions will we start in a new place. One 
long-standing family tradition has been reading and 
remembering the story of the Nativity.  However, as I’ve 
grown up, it has become less of a tradition and has instead 
become the centre of our family celebrations from which all 
our other traditions flow. 
       One phrase that has always stuck with me at Christmas are 
the words of the angels to the shepherds “I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people.” It tells us 
three things that Christmas is. Firstly, it’s good news. So often 
we can miss the fact that Christmas is not about all our 
traditions, all our presents and food – but it is, at its most 
fundamental, news. The good news of which the angels sing 
is about the birth of a baby boy. News of new birth is always 
great to hear, but the birth of this boy at the first Christmas is 
such good news that heaven sent a whole choir of angels to 
sing about it! The reason this was such great news was that a 
saviour had come – the one that God had promised for at least 
a millennium before. Maybe you have longed that God might 
answer your prayers – and you have prayed and prayed – and 
wondered if it would ever happen – yet the prayers of 
generations came true as Jesus was born as the saviour of the 
world. 
  
     This leads us to the second thing that Christmas is, it is the 
cause of great Joy! Christmas is full of all sorts of merriment, 
laughter and fun. We love meeting up with family and friends 
and wishing each other well. Yet, we know that for some, 
Christmas is a hard time as it can highlight our sense of 
loneliness, despair and loss. It is important that as a 
community, we look out for each other at all times, but 
especially at Christmas. We are hosting a Christmas lunch for 
anyone who wants to come in the Warwick Hall – the details 
are elsewhere in the Bridge or look on the Burford Church 
website. Yet, the joy that the angels sing of is about a greater 
joy – one that helps us through the trials of this life. The joy 
that Christmas brings is one that reaches into eternity. 
  
     And finally, the great message of Christmas is that it is for 
all people. Christmas isn’t just about the rich, the young, or 
the western.   It was first proclaimed to a bunch of middle 
eastern shepherds – and there wasn’t a robin or a Christmas 
tree in sight. That Christmas is for all, means that even if we 
aren’t feeling full of Christmas cheer, the invitation to receive 
the good news of Christmas that brings Joy, is also for us. 

     You’ll see from the diary section of the Bridge, that there is 
a great list of events and services across the Benefice that 
anyone and everyone is welcome to come to.  Whether you’re 
feeling on top of the world or not, whether it has been your 
tradition or not , you’d be very welcome. 
  
     One final invitation from me is this, have you ever 
wondered what happens when the Wise Men go home and the 
decorations are put away? Would you like to explore how the 
Good News of Joy that is offered at Christmas is available to 
all, throughout the year? Maybe you ask yourself if there is 
more to life than this? Maybe you have lots of questions 
wondering how Jesus fits into the rest of your life. In January 
we’ll run a series of meetings designed to help us explore that 
together. 

For more details, contact the church office, 
churchoffice@burfordchurch.org 
Finally, 
Whatever you do this Christmas, I pray that it is one full of 
the Joy that the Good News brings, 
Happy Christmas! 
Tom Putt - Vicar of Burford with Fulbrook, Taynton, Asthall, 
Swinbrook and Widford 

********************************************* 

MRS BUMBLES DIARY  
You may be aware that for the last two years I have cooked 
Christmas Lunch on Christmas Day for anyone in Burford 
who would like to join us in the Warwick Hall.  
     There’s a real community atmosphere at the lunch and I 
can guarantee you will have a fantastic time. About 25 joined 
us in 2017 and  50 or so last year – this year we are 
anticipating about 65-70. I can’t cook Christmas Dinner for 
many more than this so please book early. 
     I cook a beautiful traditional Christmas Lunch ( even 
though I say so myself !)  with all the trimmings. Burford 
Church very kindly  provide the hall free of charge and cover 
the cost of the food. There will be wine available but feel free 
to bring your own. 
     Unfortunately, the advert in last month’s Bridge was a little 
light on specifics.  You need to book in for the lunch by either 
ringing Warwick Hall on 01993 224783 or by ringing me at 
Mrs Bumbles on 01993 822209.  You can call in at Mrs 
Bumbles or at the Warwick Hall to make your booking or 
email your booking plus your phone number to 
christmaslunch@burfordchurch.org.  
     Pre-lunch drinks will be available from 12 noon and lunch 
will be served  at about 1pm.  It may be a little later 
depending on the numbers on the day. 
     At this stage we are not sure what form the post lunch 
entertainment will take. There may be someone singing for us, 
there will definitely be our now traditional quiz compiled by 
Allen Read and there will be a large screen TV where we can 
watch the Queen’s Speech. 
     Last year’s event finished about 6pm but obviously feel 
free to leave the event whenever it suits you. 
     If you can’t make the lunch but have an hour or so free to 
help either on Christmas Eve or on the day itself you would 
be most welcome. There’s chairs to move and tables to set up 
and many hands really do make light work !  
     Finally, many thanks to Vicar Tom Putt and staff at 
Warwick Hall for their help in organising this event.  Thanks 
also for the donations of  food and wine which always arrive 
and are most welcome. 
Sally at Bumbles 

mailto:churchoffice@burfordchurch.org


 To book or make a donation, please email 
christmaslunch@burfordchurch.org or call 

(01993) 823788 
****************************************** 

AGE UK 
Age UK Oxfordshire Late Spring Burford (bereavement 
support group) meet in the Warwick Hall every first and third 
Thursday of the month 11.00—12.30  over coffee and cake.  
Except in December we will instead go out for lunch and you 
are welcome to come along.  Christmas can be a difficult time 
of year for many. 
       In January we will be back at the Warwick Hall in the 
Gauntlett Room. It is a friendly group for anyone over 55 
years.  Whether bereaved two months ago or two years  ago, 
you’re very welcome. Sometimes something triggers the need 
to come and meet with others in the same boat. It’s about 
listening, talking and supporting each other with coping and 
getting on with life after the loss of a loved one. Listening to 
each other is so important. 
        It’s an opportunity to meet with others who understand in 
a relaxed and safe environment. We discuss the reality of what 
life without your loved one really means and try to help each 
other. You’ll be pleased to hear we also share happy memories 
and laugh and make friends. 
       Just come along or ring Joan who runs the group 07827 
236 453 or Petra in the Abingdon office 01235 849434 or visit 
www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/latespring. 
Joan Douglass 

BURFORD’S TOLSEY MUSEUM OF 
LOCAL HISTORY 

On behalf of the committee, I would like to thank all our 
volunteers who have helped to make 2019 another good 
season at the museum. Thanks to Clendon Daukes who 
takes charge of the rota, we were able to open on almost 
all the advertised days, and there was a 25% increase in 
visitor numbers compared with figures for 2018. Yet the 
voluntary donations showed only a 10% increase. 
Impulse donations rely on people having cash in their 
pocket, and we have no facility to take card or 
contactless payments. 
     Although we have no way of knowing where all our 
visitors come from, some do take the time to put 
comments in the visitors’ book.  If this self-selected 
sample tells us anything, it is that probably half the 
people come from overseas. 
     We are encouraged in our efforts by their comments - 
a random selection of these include – “cool; very 
interesting; a beautifully presented and stimulating gem! 
Small but perfect - A great collection of local history”, 
and “so many treasures”.  
     Whilst for some this is their first visit, quite a few 
people return to the town and the museum, and some of 
these are looking for evidence of ancestors. Whilst we 
cannot always provide the answers at the Museum, it is 
interesting to find that through “Memories of Burford” 
on Facebook, distant friends or family members are 
often able to fill the gaps. Postcards such as this recently 
acquired one of George Yard often stimulate comments 
from far and wide. 

  
     Photographed by J. Pratley, this card is unused and 
undated, but I am guessing it is around 1920. Can 
anyone find a dateable clue within it? Perhaps the two 
boys can be identified, or the person in the doorway.  
Chris Walker  - tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk  

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/latespring
mailto:tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk


MADHATTER RECOMMENDS 
Make “I Believe in Books” your mantra as the frenzied 
festive season gets a grip. Madhatter’s Christmas 
catalogue offers you the perfect escape with almost 300 
tempting titles to top up your family’s, friends’ - and 
your own - book piles. A great read is the gift that keeps 
giving. And our 50 page guide to what should be under 
the tree covers 20 genres, from best-selling crime capers 
and moving memoirs to magical children’s classics and 
fabulous food and drink recipes. 

Peace will reign as young readers are enchanted by 
reimagined fairy tale The Sleeper and The Spindle by 
Neil Gaiman and Chris Riddell and follow Stella 
Starflake and father Felix’s adventure in Explorers On 
Black Ice Bridge by Alex Bell. There are also picture 
books, interactive books and Disney. The Art Of Being A 
Brilliant Teenager, by Andy Cope, Andy Whittaker, 
Darrell Woodman and Amy Bradley, will be a godsend. 
Young adults can also banish boredom with the riveting 
See Through Me, about a 15-year-old girl who awakes in 
hospital with transparent skin, by Kevin Brooks, or Kate 
Alice Marshall’s chilling Rules For Vanishing.  
     Grown-ups can put their feet up with a plethora of 
page-turners. Thrill to John Le Carré’s best-seller Agent 
Running In the Field or BBC broadcaster George 
Alagiah’s political potboiler The Burning Land. Dance 
your cares away with Anton Du Beke’s Moonlight Over 
Mayfair and swim in Erin Morgenstern’s The Starless 
Sea.  
     Shining stars such as Julie Andrews, Billy Connolly 
and cricket sensation Ben Stokes share their life stories; 
brilliant Bill Bryson examines what makes you tick with 
The Body and traveller Michael Palin uncovers secrets 
in his North Korea Journal. History, military matters, 
the natural world and art are also amongst other 
subjects.  
     We’re longing to reveal more if you just swing 
through our doors….  
Caroline Fisher 

ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
Once upon a River by Diana Setterfield exceeded all the 
expectations of Alice’s Book Group. Everyone enjoyed it, 
finding the descriptions wonderful and mystical, but with 
sufficient depth to make them acceptable, and each 
character was beautifully presented. 

The title, reminiscent of our favourite 
children’s stories, is apt as the book 
opens in the dark parlour of an ancient 
inn with a tradition of storytelling, and 
the prose continues as a flow which 
encompasses the realities of mid-19th 
century rural life, diluted by little 
streams of magic, with a rhythm almost 
mesmerising. 
     Set around the Upper Thames and its 
villages, the story moves at a pace, with many believable 
characters, and a cast that reflects society. There is a 
hearty mix of good, bad and decidedly human traits on 
display.   
     The mystery is centred on two lost and found little 
girls and the interplay between those who have a role in 
their story. Although the ending came as no great surprise 
to some, there is always a smidgen of doubt and the tale is 
sufficiently engrossing to keep one reading; as with so 
many good books, there are strands of different kinds of 
love interwoven with the mystery, and in the end the 
“good guys” come out of it rather battered, but content, 
and the bad hats are discreetly removed. Satisfying. 
     Diana Setterfield has mentioned that she fell in love 
with the area when walking the Thames Path, and this 
affection is apparent in the simple descriptions of the area. 
She is a master at creating atmosphere, be it a damp misty 
evening or a rural day out. 
     It may seem small minded to cavil, but, as with Frieda, 
our last book, why do authors put any disclaimers at the 
end of the story?  Many of the places in this book have 
been moved around, ostensibly to help along the plot, but 
anyone who knows our River Thames must make a 
double take when characters drift easily with the current 
between places, when we know they should be rowing 
like mad against it.  However, that is a personal niggle. 
This is a most enjoyable book. We believe the film rights 
have been sold and if it is as well presented as 
Setterfield’s other book The Thirteenth Tale it will be fun 
to see our local area represented – though how they will 
cope with the complexities mentioned in the previous 
sentence ….! 
     Mick Herron is talking at Burford Library on               
7 December, so next we are reading his thriller Slow 
Horses, a complete change. 
Veral Marshall 

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk for updates on 

local news, previous features and topical 
photographs 

And for more photos about Burford events do 
look at Burford Life on Facebook

http://www.thebridgeburford.co.uk
http://www.thebridgeburford.co.uk


BOOK REVIEW 

The Cotswold Wildlife Park: A Celebration of the 
Gardens by Harriet Rycroft, with Tim Miles 
When the late John Heyworth founded the Cotswold 
Wildlife Park in 1970 he was anxious to ensure that 
horticulture played a part in the experience of visitors as 
much as the animals.  When the first head gardener, Les 
Scott, retired in 1998, he was succeeded by Tim Miles 
(previously interviewed by The Bridge) who remains 
there today.  Tim has developed the garden so that it is 
now recognised as a major garden in its own right.  A 
few weeks ago it was featured on Gardener’s World on 
BBC television.   
     Now Harriet Rycroft and Tim Miles have produced a 
book which describes the gardens.  This explains how 
the planting has evolved around the animal enclosures 
and how the two are integrated.  The trees which form 
the backbone of the garden include a 150 foot 
wellingtonia near the restaurant, an enormous English 
oak which is estimated to be 600 years old, western red 
cedar, oriental spruce and Sequoia sempervirens (coast 
redwood).  Within this framework Tim has introduced 
exotic plants normally found in warmer places.  
Prominent among these are banana trees, cannas, palms, 
cordylines and phormiums.  There are about 50 species 
of bamboo in various places and gigantic Gunnera 
manicata by the lake.  The walled garden is thickly 
planted and laid out in different areas so that the visitor 
cannot see it all at once but must follow winding paths 
from one section to another. Even in winter the gardens 
look wonderful. 
     The book is128 pages long and includes 475 
beautiful colour photographs, the majority taken by Tim, 
and a foreword by Roy Lancaster.  It can be obtained 
from the Madhatter Bookshop for £15 and would make 
an ideal Christmas present for any keen gardener. 
Editors 

 

BURFORD TREE CHALLENGE 2020     

“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago, the 
second best time is now!’’ 
     As we approach a new decade and face ever growing 
environmental challenges, the need to come together 
and plant more trees for the future has never been 
greater.  Here in the Burford area (in the villages 
covered by The Bridge magazine) we have set ourselves 
the challenge of planting at least 2020 trees or hedgerow 
trees by the end of the year 2020. 
     Can you help us by pledging to plant and look 
after one or more trees? Once you have made your 
pledge and decided where to plant your tree(s), we are 
very happy to advise on suitable trees and help you with 
planting, and possibly with funding if need be. 
     Otherwise let us know when you’ve planted your 
tree(s), take a photo and if you know it (or can find out) 
then provide us with the OS grid reference.  You’ll have 
done a great deed and contributed to greener, healthier 
Burford and surroundings for years to come. Amazing! 
Thank you!  
     To receive a pledge form or for more information or 
questions please contact Lucy Staveley  
burfordtrees@gmail.com, 0792 986 1712.  This project 
is being run with support from Burford Town Council 
and the Wychwood Project. 
Lucy Staveley 

********************************************* 

BURFORD & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

    Janet Copley informed us that our AGM next year 
will be in the afternoon with tea and cakes.  Our coach 
outing in 2020 will be to David Austin Roses. Numbers 
are limited so please let Mary Blakeman know if you 
would like to go. 
     Our last talk was given by Chrissy Ching on 
Medieval Gardens from 1100 to 1500.  The early 
gardens were at monasteries for food and culinary and 
medicinal herbs.  Gardens at castles and great houses 
then developed as secluded places for walking and 
courtly love, with shaded walks and bowers. And at the 
end of this period physic gardens such as the Oxford 
Botanic Garden evolved.  The talk was illustrated with 
slides of renovated, restored and recreated gardens from 
the period – which they are depends on how much 
remains as records of gardens from this period are 
limited apart from rather idealised paintings. 
David Day 

TREE POLLARDING ON THE HILL, BURFORD 
On the next page is a photo by Peter Martin showing the above melancholy event.  We are (we believe) reliably informed 

that the trees will be back to full bloom from the Spring.   We shall see!   
Our thanks also go to Wendy Hill and Steven Blantz for their great photos.  We would have liked to include them all! 

Editors

mailto:burfordtrees@gmail.com


 RETIREMENT! 

There is never a good time to 
say goodbye and particularly 
when leaving a place that has 
been at the centre of your life 
for over nine years. I shall be 
retiring as head teacher of 
Burford Primary School and 
leaving at Christmas.  

I have been immensely privileged to serve the community 
of Burford as head of its Primary School, moving from a 
satisfactory judgement by Ofsted in 2010, to good in 2012 
and then retaining this judgement in 2018. 
     It will be a huge wrench, leaving the school, its 
children, parents, staff and governors, as I have 
thoroughly enjoyed being part of the successes and 
challenges of Burford Primary and am proud of all its 
achievements. A new phase of the school is on the 
horizon, redeveloping the accommodation to provide 
additional pupil places as a result of the Shilton Road 
housing development, and therefore it is the right time to 
move on, leaving the school in the safe hands of our 
academy trust, ODST, the governing body, staff and my 
successor. 
     I shall always treasure my time at Burford Primary 
School and would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the community for all its support and financial generosity 
over the past nine years, enhancing school provision – the 
pupils have indeed been very fortunate.  
     I hope to have the opportunity to personally say 
goodbye to many of you before I leave and to wish you a 
Happy Christmas and New Year. 
     With my very best wishes, 
Jenny Dyer - Head Teacher, Burford Primary School 

Do join us at Friday Focus for 
Christmas Music with the 

Salvation Army! 
Our Christmas Friday Focus will take place at the 
Warwick Hall, Burford on Friday 6 December, 
10.30am-3.30pm. You are very welcome to join us for 
as much of the day as you wish. Our programme is: 

10.30 am Coffee 

11.00 am Christmas wreath making with Beth 

Johnson/Crosswords/reading newspapers 
12.15 pm  Thought for the Day  

12.30 pm  Christmas lunch 

2.00 pm Christmas Music 
with the Salvation 
Army 

3.00pm Tea 
We so hope you will join us, even if 
you are not a regular member, particularly for the 
very special performance of the Salvation Army Band. 
If you would like to have lunch and/or need transport 
please book as soon as possible – call Sue McCrossan 
on 01993 823801.  
As there is no January edition of the Bridge, please note 
that we will meet on Friday 3 January 10.30am – 3.30pm. 
After coffee in the morning we will have the usual 
crosswords and newspapers and guests are invited to 
bring along an activity they like to do, be it craft, games, 
wordsearches – the sky’s the limit! We will cosy up at 
1.45pm for a film – Paddington 2 (Hugh Grant, Hugh 
Bonneville, Julie Walters, Jim Broadbent, Peter Capaldi), 
followed, as always, by tea. 
Sue McCrossan 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to Brenda Heeley for knitting the Remembrance Sunday poppies, which we placed in Warwick Hall 

and The Tolsey . 
Carol-Amy Holdcroft



VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE 
In the deep mid-winter, it is very cheering 
to see twinkling lights and bright 
decorations. These days, stately homes are 
trying to outdo each other 
with their spectacular 
light trails, some of which 
are themed. This year 

Sudeley Castle is taking inspiration 
from J M Barrie’s classic tale Peter 
Pan – don’t forget to clap your hands if 

you see Tinkerbell! And 
Blenheim has chosen 
Alice in Wonderland as a 
theme for the interior of the palace, whilst 
outside the tunnel of light, the woodland 
Laser Garden and the scented Fire Garden 
will dazzle once again. Both trails are 
open throughout December. 

For a ‘back to nature’ experience, take a walk through 
Westonbirt’s Enchanted Wood, where the fairies have 
been busy lighting up the trees (illuminations at 
weekends only in December). You may spot a woodland 
creature whilst sipping your hot chocolate or mulled 
wine.  

     Christmas markets are another tradition that has 
become more popular in recent years. Winchcombe is 
pulling out all the stops on 3 December with 50 craft 
and goodie stalls, late-night shopping, carol singing and 
street entertainment. Cogges is hosting a Christmas 
market with 60 stalls on 7 and 8 December. Father 
Christmas’s elves will be telling stories in the manor 
house and you can even select your own Nordmann fir 
from the festive forest. And following on from 
Cirencester’s Advent Fair on 30 November, the 
Christmas craft market will be in place until 8 
December. 
     Other seasonal events include making your own 
festive decoration for a mantelpiece or stairwell at 
Daylesford, wreath-making at Hidcote and experiencing 
a Victorian Christmas at Chastleton House (weekends 
throughout December). 
     Finally, if you have never seen a panto 
at Chipping Norton theatre then put it on 
your calendar this year. Puss in Boots is 
running from 13 November to 12 January. 
     Do look at www.cotswolds.com for 
further festive inspiration. 
A merry Christmas to one and all! 
Alison Hughes 

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE  

Covering Burford, 
Fulbrook, Taynton and 
Bradwell Village Only 

If you are quick, the next order 
date is Thursday 28 November 2019 by 5.00pm. Late 
orders will not be accepted. Deliveries for the November 
order are expected to be between 2 and 23 December, 
depending on weather and market conditions at the time. 
The following order will be on Thursday 9 January 
2020, with delivery expected by the end of January. The 
order following will be on Thursday 13 February 2020. 
     You can join the syndicate and order online at 
www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership application 
forms, and order forms are available from Burford News 
and Reavley’s Chemist. Any questions please contact 
Peter Higgs - 822462 

********************************************* 

WEST OXFORDSHIRE CHRISTMAS 
BIN COLLECTIONS 

The council can recycle Christmas crackers and cards.  
If you have more than you can fit into your recycling 
bin, put the excess in clear open bags or cardboard 
boxes. Turkey bones can be put in your food waste 
recycling.  There will be no garden waste collections 
from Monday 23 December to Monday 6 January. 

Normal collection Revised date

Tuesday 24 December No change

Wednesday 25 December Friday 27 December

Thursday 26 December Saturday 28 December

Friday 27 December Monday 30 December

Monday 30 December Tuesday 31 December

Tuesday 31 December Thursday 2 January

Wednesday 1 January Friday 3 January

Thursday 2 January Saturday 4 January

Friday 3 January Monday 6 January

Monday 6 January Tuesday 7 January

Tuesday 7 January Wednesday 8 January

Wednesday 8 January Thursday 9 January

Thursday 9 January Friday 10 January

Friday 10 January Saturday 11 January

From Monday 13 January Normal collections

http://www.cotswolds.com
http://www.burfordoil.co.uk


 
THE ASTALLY FILM CLUB PRESENTS 

Mary Poppins Returns 

Friday 13 December at The Asthall Leigh Memorial 
Hall.  Bar opens at 7pm *** Film at 7.45pm 

FREE ENTRANCE 

Now an adult with three children, bank teller Michael 
Banks learns that his house will be repossessed in five 
days unless he can pay back a loan. His only hope is to 
find a missing certificate that shows proof of valuable 
shares that his father left him years earlier. Just as all 
seems lost, Michael and his sister receive the surprise of 
a lifetime when Mary Poppins - the beloved nanny from 
their childhood - arrives to save the day and take the 
Banks family on a magical, fun-filled adventure. 
Starring  Emily Blunt, Ben Whishaw, Julie Walters, 
Meryl Streep, Colin Firth, Dick Van Dyke and 
Angela Lansbury.  Directed by Rob Marshall. 

Reviews 
This seamless blend of old and new is typical of 
Marshall's approach. Using the original film as his 
template, he's honed it and updated it, taking care to 
strike plenty of nostalgic notes en route. 
     From the introductory shot, gliding through the 
clouds on that parrot-handled brolly, Blunt takes 
staggeringly self-assured charge. 
     Thoroughly enjoyable, this film is sure to become 
another holiday classic. 
     It's well crafted, well acted, and features some terrific 
live-action/animation combos. 

Film Nights in 2020 
January 17 – Waking Ned Devine 

February 15 – Hopscotch 
March 13 – Yesterday 

April 18 – Tea with Mussolini 
May 15 – Sometimes Always Never  

June 13 – The Professor and the Madman  

THE ASTALLY FILM CLUB PRESENTS 
Waking Ned Devine 

Friday 17 January 2020 at The Asthall Leigh Memorial 
Hall. Bar opens at 7pm *** Film at 7.45pm 

FREE ENTRANCE 
When best friends Jackie O'Shea (Ian Bannen) and 
Michael O'Sullivan (David Kelly) discover someone in 
their small Irish village has won the lottery, they 
immediately set off to see if the winner is in a sharing 
mood. Deducing that Ned Devine is the lucky man, 
O'Shea and O'Sullivan pay him a visit, only to find him 
dead from the shock. 
Since Devine is the only one who can claim the prize, 
the townsfolk band together to convince the claim 
inspector that O'Sullivan is really Devine, and split the 
cash. 

Reviews 
Great feel good movie! Considering the bad news all 
about us, these days.  
A riot of a film that's also very sweet, focusing on 
community. 
Charming performances and easygoing humour are the 
strengths of Jones's 
enjoyable Oirish romp. 
***** 
There's plenty of 
enjoyment to be found 
here, whether it be the 
humour, the honest 
performances, or just the 
sheer beauty. And I have 
to admit, it put me in the 
mood for a pint of 
Guinness! 
Martin Hawkins 

******************************************** 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors 
on what can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, 
they will edit or decline to publish anything which in their 
opinion includes personal attacks on any individual, or is 
offensive, in bad taste or potentially defamatory.   Opinions 
expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the 
appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not 
indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be 
edited for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where 
items or services are offered for sale, or advertised, the 
provider is responsible for ensuring that the goods or services 
are safe and of good quality.   The editors may refuse to 
publish advertisements or other statements about unsuitable 
items or services.   The Bridge does not accept responsibility 
for the accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any 
goods or services which are advertised.   All items submitted 
for inclusion must give the name and address of the writer 
and an email address or telephone number.  By submitting any 
article, announcement, letter or advertisement to The Bridge 
you are deemed to have agreed to the above. 

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The 
Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can 
be viewed on our website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk 



FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 
Despite inclement weather and clashes with other 
societies, a good crowd came to our Plonk and Pudding 
evening on 11 October. Our usual venue, the Baptist 
Church in Witney Street, our thanks again to the 
minister,Gill Crippen. Nobody need have said 'Please 
Sir, can I have some more?’ when faced with the 
groaning board of gorgeous puddings: there was plenty 
for all. They were absolutely delicious and the 
committee is to be thanked for providing them. 
     Anne Youngson, our usual quiz setter, was unable to 
do it this year so Felicity Ziegler stepped into the breach 
and those of us hoping for an easier ride were sadly 
disappointed. Two tables tied for first place and 
everyone had a good time. We were very pleased to 
welcome people from the outlying villages and hope the 
news of our grand night out spreads. 

So what next? 
     On Saturday 30 November, why not pop into the 
library during the afternoon when there will be mulled 
wine and mince pies and the opportunity to see all the 
facilities the library offers as our participation in the 
Burford at Christmas celebrations? There will be a quiz 
with a book token prize. 
     The following Saturday, 7 December at 7pm, we are 
very fortunate to welcome Mick Herron, the very 
successful detective fiction-writer to the library. He will 
be interviewed by Anne Youngson but come early as this 
event has a maximum capacity of 30 seats.  Tickets from 
The Madhatter Bookshop. 
     In the New Year, on Monday 24 February the Royal 
Oak in Witney Street is joining forces with the library to 
host a fish and chip supper at 7pm followed by a pub 
quiz at 8pm. They will donate two bottles of wine to the 
winning team - two to four participants. 
Tickets are £15 all in: booking is 
through the Royal Oak 01993 823278 
or info@royaloakburford.co.uk. 
In November our Scrabble evening had 
to be cancelled as it clashed with the 
fireworks and bonfire display but we 
will be back on Tuesday 3 December.  
     In the meantime, a happy Christmas 
and a jolly New Year! 
Elizabeth Mortimore  

LOCAL WALKS WITH THE  
COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS 

December 2019 
A Short Walk to Rajasthan - Tuesday 17 December - Easy 
A very gentle stroll to Sezincote House and the option to go to 
the Horse and Groom for pre-Christmas drink and food. 2 
hours: 3.5 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Car Park at Horse and Groom Pub, Bourton-
on-the-Hill, on A44 2 miles west of Moreton  in Marsh. OS 
Map ref: SP 173 326. 

January 2020 
Guiting Power to Kineton - Tuesday 7 January - Moderate 
A moderate walk through Cotswold woods, fields and 
villages.  Food and drink available in local pub afterwards. 3 
hours: 5.5 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Guiting Power village hall car park 
(donation). OS Map ref: SP 095 246. 

A nice winter walk – Sunday 12 January - Moderate 
We leave the valley and ascend the scarp slope, passing 
historic sites along the way, to enjoy airy views from the Salt 
Way. We then head towards Hailes before returning to 
Winchcombe in time for lunch.  
3 hours: 6 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Winchcombe Back Lane car park (£1 all 
day). OS Map ref: SP 024 285. 

A Polar Expedition – Monday 20 January - Moderate 
A walk through some of the remoter parts of the North 
Cotswolds, visiting the monument that gives this walk its 
name and returning through Longborough and past Sezincote 
House.  Please bring a packed lunch. 5.5 hours: 10.5 miles. 
Start:  9.30 am Community shop, Blockley. OS Map ref: SP 
164 349 
PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be 
steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but 
terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some 
hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be rough 
underfoot and ascents and descents may be steep. We 
welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not allowed. 
Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund 
our conservation and improvement work.   The Wardens run a 
full programme of guided walks throughout the Cotswolds.  
For more information see www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk  or Tel: 
01451 862000, also for any changes to arrangements such as 
due to extreme weather. 
Sheila Wasley 

THE MAN BORN TO BE KING 
The entire cycle of 12 plays about the life of Jesus, which were written by Dorothy L Sayers and first 
broadcast by the BBC in 1941-2, will be read in Burford Parish Church on 12 successive Sundays at 4pm, 
beginning on 12 January 2020. The last five of the series of plays were read in March and April earlier this 
year, and the very favourable response from those who took part and those who came to listen has encouraged 
us to offer the full set. 
     There will be no charge, but if you would like to take part in some or all of the plays, please tell Judy 
Branston (jvbranston@gmail.com 01993 823405) before Christmas. 
Judy Branston 
Cedric Reavley

mailto:info@royaloakburford.co.uk
http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk
mailto:jvbranston@gmail.com
mailto:jvbranston@gmail.com


BURFORD SCHOOL 
Inspiring Entrepreneurs 

Our Year 10 Business & Enterprise students welcomed 
eight local business owners and entrepreneurs into school 
for the first ever ‘Enterprise Event’.  Students used this 
opportunity to find out why and how they launched their 
businesses and what skills they felt are essential to 
becoming a successful entrepreneur. Our visitors included 
The Cake Element Bakery in Bampton and Blake’s 
Kitchen in Clanfield. 

A blossoming Sixth Form  
Our Boarding Open Afternoon and Sixth Form Open 
Evening took place early in November.  All those who 
toured the Boarding House were keen to sign up to be 
considered for one of the few places we have available for 
September 2020.  
     Over one hundred students, together with their parents, 
attended the evening event held, this year, in the Sports 
Hall.  Sixth Form staff and students gave an overview of 
our Sixth Form Offer and life in the Sixth Form and 
parents and prospective students were then invited to visit 
the newly refurbished Sixth Form Block, discuss subject 
options with staff and tour some of the creative 
departments. 

Parliament Week 
Members of The Adam Smith Institute, one of the world's 
leading think tanks, held a fascinating and thought- 
provoking Independent Seminar Day with our A-level 
politics students during Parliament Week. The visitors 
presented on a range of topics from Time for a universal 
basic income? to Why care about inequality? and 
interesting debate followed. 
     The Conservative parliamentary candidate for Witney & 
West Oxfordshire, Robert Courts, also visited during the 
week and, with the spotlight firmly on Brexit, shared in 
some lively discussion.  There were plenty of differing 
opinions on the subject, all handled with aplomb by Mr 
Courts.  

Charter Day & Upper School Prize Giving 
There were celebrations on Friday 22 November, with the 
school’s 449th birthday and its annual Charter Day 
Thanksgiving Service.  The day consisted services for the 
whole school in the morning, at which students and staff 
enjoyed music from All that Jazz and singing by the Sound 
Collective Choir.  The school closed at lunchtime for its 
annual half day holiday and in the evening, over one 
hundred and fifty students collected the coveted school 
awards for outstanding achievement across all subjects at 
our Upper School Prize Giving presentation.  

Join us for: A Christmas Miscellany Extravaganza – 
17 & 18 December 2019: 7.00pm 

This year featuring our Community Choir!  
Christmas Lunch at the Boarding House 

Our Christmas Lunch for the senior members of our 
community will be held on Wednesday 18 December. 
Please book with Mrs Imms - 01993 823283 – by 
Wednesday 11 December 2019 if you would like to join us. 
     We would like to wish the Burford Community a Very 
Happy Christmas and New Year and to thank you all for 
the support throughout the year. 
Sarah Duckworth  @burfordschool  
facebook.com/burfordschooloxon 
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk 

********************************************* 
BURFORD CHAMBER OF TRADE 

Having just had my first committee meeting on my return 
from maternity leave, I thought a good point to finish the 
year would be a round up of the Chamber and how it 
benefits the business community.  We currently have a 
membership of 45 - this is a really good percentage but 
there are still businesses on the High Street and 
surrounding area we would love to welcome.   
     The Chamber is the official voice for you as business 
owners.  We have good working relationships with the 
town council, WODC, tourist organisations and the press.  
As a collective group of business owners heading for the 
same goal we are stronger than if we work as individuals. 
     We run all the social media and publicity for the town. 
This is a big advantage of being a member - you get free 
entry on the official town website, and coverage across all 
our social channels, as well as the opportunity to be 
involved in collaborations with press and tourist 
organisations.   Our membership starts at £50 for the 
smallest businesses and through to £100 for the largest - 
this makes the advertising and publicity you receive as a 
member worth it alone! 
     Finally, we are all business owners - the support and 
camaraderie you will find within the town is invaluable on 
those challenging days!  If you would like to find out more 
about joining us, please email to 
burfordchamberoftrade@gmail.com or pop in to see me in 
The Angel. 
Gemma Finch (Chair, Burford Chamber of Trade) 

THANKS 
In addition to the Mayor’s thanks to valiant 

supporters of the Bonfire Night, Gabi and Manfred 
Schotten would like their thanks passed on to the 

following stars: 
Huffkins, WJ Castles, Nelson, The Bowls Club,  

The Scouts, Frank Triggs, James Pether 
John Yeatman, Mrs Bumbles 

Phil and Bex Adams, Jane Buckingham and Jack 
Sarah Palmer, Sue Lofthouse, Sally Green 

John and Sarah Horner, Peter and Sally Wyatt 
Jane Westmacott, Graham Drinkwater 

http://www.burford.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:burfordchamberoftrade@gmail.com


 

 

Here is a photograph of the incident when a US tank suffered steering loss when crossing Burford bridge, during, I 
believe, the assembly of the D Day hardware prior to embarkation. I was given a copy of this incident some years 

ago, by the then owner of the aviation museum at Moreton in Marsh. 
David Eagles 

LOCAL HISTORY 

WHO WERE THE LEVELLERS? 
BBC Radio 4 dropped by St John the Baptist Church on Hallowe’en to produce a 
feature for Audible on the Levellers for Hijacked Histories. With Dominic 
Sandbrook presenting and Robbie MacInnes producing, we were also joined by 
the doyen of Burford History, Raymond Moody.  Many of our visitors to the 
church are drawn to the place of incarceration of 340 mutineers from Cromwell's 
New Model Army after the regicide of King Charles I in 1649, and to learn of the 
execution in the graveyard of its three main ringleaders. Probing questions were 
raised: why was this hidden history claimed by the Workers Education 
Association in 1975 as a vehicle for the political Left? Has the nature of Levellers 
day shifted identity to reflect contemporary politics of environmentalism and 
gender politics? How were the Levellers occupying themselves whilst imprisoned 
within the church for three nights?  
     The feature will be broadcast in the first quarter of the new year but if you 
would like answers to these questions, and more besides, then come along for a 
tour in the meantime. Take a look at the musket holes in the church walls where 
Cromwell's soldiers were using the statues as target practice, or peer into the font 
to decipher the scratched-in graffiti by one of the Levellers who inscribed his 
name in the lead with the tip of a fighting knife. 
The door is always open, hope to see you soon. 
   Lynette Derry 



THE ANNUAL BURFORD & DISTRICT 
SOCIETY’S LUNCH 

The unexpectedly beautiful day in the sunlit Burford 
School boarding house, for the annual lunch, provided a 
delightful afternoon's listening to the absorbing 
conversation between Peter Kyle and Paul Edmonson 
about the 'Bard of Avon' 

     Peter was the former chief executive of Shakespeare's 
Globe Theatre, Bankside, and having served there for 
about 12 years was elected as chairman of the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust in 2011. Mark Rylance was the first 
artistic director at The Globe during Peter's time there. 
     The Birthplace Trust manages the heritage sites in 
Stratford upon Avon and there is also the Global Centre for 
Learning and Experience, with Dr Paul Edmonson as head 
of research and knowledge and a prolific author. 
Following our excellent lunch, Peter and Paul discussed 
Peter's early interest in the arts - acting in school plays, 
ballet, Olivia Hussey in Romeo and Juliet, and even gave 
us a little song from the love rock musical Hair. 
     The Globe was founded by the actor/director Sam 
Wanamaker who was horrified that there was only a brass 
plaque to mark the original theatre site in London, whilst in 
America there were several replicas. The Arts Council 
were very negative about such a 'Disney World', however 
this was overcome by initial American funding and help 
from Prince Philip. 
     Peter's career has been focused on Shakespeare (he was 
awarded an OBE for services to drama in 2011) but he 
holds many other roles in education and the arts. 
The audience could have listened to this entertaining 
discussion for much longer but we needed to vacate the 
premises for the students’ return. 
     Next Meeting - this will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
18 February 2020 in the Methodist Church, High Street, 
Burford. The AGM followed by ‘The Sky Above Burford 

and District, Our Home, Our Universe and Our 
Everything,’ a talk by Robin Smitten, chairman of 
Chipping Norton Amateur Astronomy Group 
     New members are always very welcome. Meetings are 
usually held in the Methodist Church, Burford for an 
annual subscription of £10. 

Find us on 
www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk and now on Facebook 
- www.facebook.com/BurfordandDistrictSociety 
Tony Hodgkison 
(see page 26 for explanation re Shakespeare authorship) 

************************************************** 

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT – 
CPRE are objecting to the expansion of the Guildenford 
Car Park (in Bury Orchard) as reported in The Bridge, 
November 2019 edition. No alternative has been 
proposed, just an outright objection. In the August and 
October Bridge editions I explained why we were trying 
to expand the car park and asked for alternative ideas. 
Nothing has been proposed except one verbally to use the 
rec.  
     CPRE have also got their facts wrong. The original car 
park was built in 1987 and extended to its present size in 
1997. It has always had a double level drainage system 
with built in oil and pollutant filters which are serviced by 
WODC. This water drainage system discharges into the 
southern spillway behind the toilet block. 
     The current plans for an extension also incorporate 
pollutant protection as covered by the flood risk 
assessments and controlled water risk assessments which 
will accompany the planning application. The base of the 
car park will also be permeable hardcore and flint or grass 
so that floodwater is not displaced downstream. Its level 
will not be increased, as CPRE suggest, because that 
would contravene Environmental Agency requirements. 
     The Bury Orchard field is entirely in flood plain 
category 3(b) so no development which displaces water 
downstream will be permitted. Also, Burford Town 
Council works closely with WASP, the EA and Thames 
Water. Studies are underway to use part of Bury Orchard 
as a wetlands environmental area by pumping treated 
sewage from the Fulbrook STW into the field so that land 
treatment can assist reducing the high phosphate level in 
the river Windrush. The phosphates possibly come from 
farming activity upstream and along the 69 km length of 
the Windrush. A wetland environment might also increase 
carbon sinking ability in the area and attract a wider 
variety of bird life. Wetlands specialists associated with 
Slimbridge have been consulted. 
     The Oxfordshire Growth Board is not understood by 
the wider public and its business 
is not easily traceable at present. 
The entire project and its 
formation, with its concomitant 
Scrutiny methods, are under 
review with questionnaires and 
workshops occurring everywhere.  
     Finally, A Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to one and all. 
Derek Cotterill - 8 November 
2019 

http://www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/BurfordandDistrictSociety


REAVLEY CHEMIST 
Reavley Chemist has seen many changes both in Burford 
as well as in its own capacity as apothecary over the years, 
most recently with the arrival of new family owners, Ben 
and Ivy Tuffour. 
     Aside from all their fresh ideas and proposed new 
services which they are introducing for the benefit of the 
local community, the pharmacy also enjoyed a recent 
moment of fame when it was featured as part of Channel 
4’s Dispatches programme.  
     Exploring the potential post-Brexit changes to the 
NHS’s drug budget, reporter Antony Barnett visited the 
store and was filmed with Ben inside the charming 
Victorian interior, comparing the current prices in the UK 
to those in the USA for identical prescription drugs and 
explaining the impact a trade deal could have if the NHS is 
included as part of the negotiations.   Whilst the 
discussions and debates surrounding Brexit and trade deals 
continue, Reavley Chemist is forging its own future for the 
business, focusing on the best ways of enhancing the 
excellent services which have given locals and visitors 
medicinal advice and expertise for generations. 

Ben and Ivy continue to 
offer the highest standards 
of advice and 
pharmaceutical knowledge 
and intend offering the 
existing, traditional chemist 
services enjoyed by locals 
and visitors but also plan to 
introduce several new, 
exciting services and 
initiatives. A new travel 
clinic will shortly be 
available, offering advice 
and vaccinations as well as a 
new collection of essential 
travel products for one-stop 
shopping prior to departure. 

  Residents will notice that the chemist is now fully open 
seven days a week including most Bank Holidays, as well 
as during lunchtimes and until 6pm on weekdays.  And for 
those in the surrounding villages who may find it difficult 
to travel to Burford, Reavley Chemist now offers a free 
home delivery service for both prescription and over the 
counter drugs plus their expanding range of toiletries, 
perfumery and accessories. 
     Currently, Reavley Chemist is offering flu vaccinations 
- free for qualifying patients but for a small fee for 
everyone else.  This service is available to anyone, whether 
visitor or resident, without the need to book an 
appointment. 
     The Tuffour family are delighted to support care homes 
and retirement villages in the area as well as community 
projects and enterprises, ensuring Reavley Chemist 
remains close in the hearts and minds of locals whilst 
providing enduring assistance to those whose needs are 
most critical.    Ben and Ivy say “We are thrilled to be the 
new owners of Reavley Chemist, now a key part of our 
own family business, still bearing the name of Reavley 
proudly over the door to reassure existing customers and 
welcome new visitors to this ancient pharmacy and local 
iconic treasure”. 

Ben and Ivy are grateful for the kindness and 
understanding afforded to them during the transition period 
since their arrival in early 2019 and wish to thank local 
customers for their continued support.  They also would 
like to pay tribute to the excellent work and expertise 
provided by former owner and third generation Reavley 
family member, Cedric and his wife, Ruth. 
     An exciting change for England’s oldest pharmacy,  
Burford can look forward to ongoing support from this 
stalwart business for years to come. 
Joanna McKerlie - 

This month we welcomed men folk to our meeting to 
hear Tim Thorn talk about the “World’s Largest 
Attempted Diamond Heist”. Tim talked us through this 
specific diamond’s journey and how it ended up in the 
Millennium Dome, from where seven thieves had 
planned to steal it. The main diamond was the 
“Millennium Star” a 203.04 carat pear-shaped set with 
11 blue diamonds totaling 118 carats. Luckily the police 
were aware of the heist before it happened, giving 
everyone time to prepare. Tim’s story telling was a real 
crowd pleaser, keeping us all on the edge of our seats 
throughout. 

Our Next Meeting  
Tuesday 10 December sees us undergo some Self 
Defence pointers as well as the usual socialising, 
refreshments and raffle. Meetings are open from 7pm, 
ready to start at 7:30pm. 

Membership  
We are always looking to recruit new members and this 
year will be no different. We welcome ladies of any age 
to come and enjoy some well-earned company and 
socialising. New ideas are always welcome and we have 
the opportunity for you to take on tasks, if you wish to 
broaden your skills and fill out your CV. Membership 
fee is £43 for 2020, which includes access to many 
wonderful (and helpful) things. 

Walking Group 
December – Due to the wet weather, December’s walk 
will be a Burford town walk. Please note the routes are 
subject to change depending on weather and conditions 
so it is always worth checking with Sue Newport first: 
07966 153797 sue@rsbjn.co.uk   The start time is 10am 
from the Carpenter’s Arms, Fulbrook on the first Friday 
of each month. Non-members and well behaved dogs 
are always welcome. 
If you would like to meet with some of the ladies, we 
hold the FaB Lunch Club on every third Tuesday. 
Frankie Fowkes - President  

mailto:sue@rsbjn.co.uk


FAREWELL 

Mrs Joan Higginson of Orchard Rise, Burford, passed 
away on 24 October, just three months short of her 100th 
birthday. She and her late husband Frank had lived in 
Burford for over 20 years following their retirement 
from the family business of E A Higginson & Co. Ltd in 
north London, which made bespoke staircases for 
private houses. Joan had been active in the local West 
Oxfordshire Conservative Association and was a 
member of the committee which chose David Cameron 
as its candidate in 2001. She is survived by her daughter 
Carol and son Roger. 

********************************************* 

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
Making Music 

Last year I saw a short article in The Bridge about a 
wonderful friendly club for adult musicians and thought 
that other people might like to hear about it. If you are 
learning an instrument, it can be quite difficult to find 
occasions where you can perform, so that when you do 
get the chance you are overcome with nerves! The club 
is called the Oxfordshire Performers Club, and every six 
weeks or so, there are informal concerts where any adult 
amateur musician who has a piece of music to offer can 
perform, without the pressures of a formal concert. 
The sessions are really friendly and relaxed: those of us 
who have chosen to play at a particular session perform 
to each other, friends and family, followed by an 
excellent socialising session fuelled with tea and cake. 
An added bonus for me is that I have been able to meet 
up with people who are learning other instruments and 
who want to team up to play duets or ensemble 
pieces. For more experienced players, it is also a useful 
forum for trying out pieces before performing them in 
public. 
     If there is anyone out there who enjoys playing any 
instrument at an amateur level and wants to meet other 
musicians I would encourage you very strongly to give 
it a try. I attach the website and facebook details below. 
Website:https://www.oxfordshireperformersclub.co.uk.  
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/
oxfordshireperformersclub/  
Rosie Barker 

HGV Ban 
I read with great appreciation the article placed by our 
mayor outlying the situation re the HGV ban and 
applaud the efforts that have gone into securing the ban 
for the town.  
     I do have some minor questions arising from the 
article: 
- what happens to monies collected but not used? If the 
ban continues and signs don’t need to be removed, or if 
we don’t use all of the “prosecution costs”? I have no 
problem with them being used by BTC but would be 
interested to know for what 
- what is the work that requires the employment of 
someone by BTC?  
I also have other questions and know that the answer 
will be “if we want the ban this is what we have to do” 
but I cannot help but ask them, and I’m sure I’m not the 
only person doing so.  
     Why do we have to fund this effort ourselves? Surely 
it is the job of government, both local and national, to 
protect our lifestyles and environment? Why do we have 
to pay extra for a project manager whose job is to 
project manage council activities? Why do we have to 
pay extra for the police to do their job? Why do we have 
to pay trading standards to provide training? I presume 
this is to BTC personnel but surely it is part of their job? 
I could go on: traffic regulation order? maintenance of 
signage, as said by others, when did you last see a sign 
maintained? costs of prosecution? Don’t we already pay 
for all this through our taxes?  
     I repeat that I am, I am sure like many, glad to see the 
ban and very grateful to those who have achieved it but I 
suspect others will be as frustrated as me by the whole 
funding question.  
Michael Blesovsky  

THE BURFORD CRAFTERS 
CHRISTMAS 

Craft Sale

Saturday 7 December 

10am - 2.30pm 

Warwick Hall, Burford 

All proceeds in aid of 


ROSY

Respite nursing for Oxfordshire’s SickYoungsters


Crafts and gifts for children and adults 



ELECTRIC CARS IN BURFORD 
In November’s issue of The Bridge, the editors 
appealed for the opinions of an electric car 
driver in Burford. As anyone who knows me will 
attest, I talk of few other things, so I was only 
too happy to volunteer. I bought my first electric 
car (a second-hand Renault Zoe) just over a year 

ago, despite my petrol-head friends’ protestations over its 
being both electric and French. People are often curious about 
how exactly it all works, and I’ve been asked to explain some 
of the basics for The Bridge’s esteemed readership: 

What’s the range? 
Short answer: about 80 miles.  Long answer: My car is first 
generation; the new models have larger batteries and have 
about a 200 mile range (and newer Teslas, 350). Motorway 
driving uses significantly more battery; urban driving uses 
less.   

How long does it take to charge? 
This is a hard question to answer, because we almost always 
charge at home, and just leave it plugged in overnight.  In 
theory this would take three hours from empty to full, but we 
usually start from around 80% after doing the shopping or 
seeing friends in Witney. Effectively, as long as your 
commute is less than 40 miles (and the average round trip 
commute is only 20) you’d just plug in when you arrive 
home.  
Service station rapid chargers give you a full charge in 30-60 
minutes, dependent on the car. 

How do you manage longer journeys and do you have a 
second (petrol) car? 

We are an electric-only household. While we tend to stay 
local, we’ve done a few longish journeys to Mid-Wales, 
Devon, and Brighton. They tend to require more planning 
than you might do with a diesel car; if you’re sticking mostly 
to motorway, it usually involves pulling over every couple of 
hours for a top-up at the services while grabbing a coffee—
which is no great change of habit for me. There are fast 
chargers at every motorway service station, and more than 
9,000 public charge points in the UK, even in far-flung places.  

How does one charge a car in the Cotswolds? 
We had a home charger installed with a government grant.  
We’re fortunate to have space by our house for this, and I 
appreciate not everyone is this lucky. We’ve never needed to 
charge within 20 miles of our house; however, there is a long 
stretch of A40 between Cassington and Cheltenham without a 
fast charger; it would be nice to see one installed near 
Burford, particularly for visitors and tourists. 
     In all, we have no intention of going back to petrol. The 
Zoe is so zippy and fun to drive, our petrol-head friends are 
looking at electric for their next cars. 
Patrick Count 

West Oxfordshire Charging Points 
West Oxfordshire came near the bottom of the class in a 
recent survey showing which local authority areas had most or 
fewest public charging points for electric or hybrid cars.  In 
this part of the world Oxford city has 89 public charging 
points, South Oxfordshire 38, the Cotswold District of 
Gloucestershire 33, Cherwell District 30, Vale of White Horse 
24 while West Oxfordshire has 15.  Still, at least we do better 
than the Isles of Scilly who don’t have any at all.  See map 
provided by Rob McKay showing charging points, some of 
which have restricted access. 
Editors 

ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE 
As a very happy driver of an electric vehicle and living in 
Burford, I can confirm that there is a serious lack of charge 
points in our district. Since switching to electric I am 
continuing with my normal journeys (many of them long 
distance) only now needing to do a small amount of planning 
and research to know the locations of charge points. There 
have been some moments of ‘range anxiety’ but overall the 
experience has been brilliant. The sensation of silent travel, 
the joy of driving past fuel stations and the knowledge of zero 
tailpipe emissions more than compensate for the minimal 
effort in charging. 
     The lack of charge points in WODC however not only 
affects our residents who drive EVs or are considering one, 
but also those from outside the area.  The requirements of the 
various groups differ also, as follows: 
     Residents: Most EV charging is done at home, however 
the lack of public chargers presents real issues for locals who 
are unable to charge their vehicle at home or at the workplace. 
WODC car parks and roads close to shopping areas, leisure 
centres and supermarkets are ideal locations for vehicle 
charging. 
     Commuters and Travellers: For EV drivers, charging on 
a journey requires a stop of 45-90mins.  These are normally 
planned with routes selected based on where charge points are 
located. Well placed charge points can provide an associated 
benefit through the sale of refreshments and increased 
customer dwell times that can bring valuable revenue into the 
area. 
     Visitors: Those from outside the area who are visiting our 
beautiful district will typically spend several hours at one 
location – this gives the perfect opportunity for an EV driver 
to charge while they are enjoying the local area. Car parks in 
these areas and popular destinations such as restaurants and 
hotels, Burford Garden Company, Cotswold Wildlife Park etc. 
need to be installing charge points now to maximise this 
potential! 
     The case for more charge points in the area is compelling, 
particularly now when there are network operators who are 
offering up to 100% funding for installation and operation. A 
good reference is the work done by our neighbours at Oxford 
City Council in support of the Low Emission Strategy and Air 
Quality Action Plan. A plea to WODC and all who are 
considering installing charge points – to maximise 
compatibility for EV drivers, please utilise one of the 
nationwide network operators and mandate contactless 
payment rather than creating a local bespoke solution…..
(imagine not being able to get fuel at an Esso petrol station 
because you only have a BP card/cash!) 
     I can absolutely recommend EVs, it’s a fantastic driving 
experience and the environmental benefits are huge - just 
don’t rely on any local public charging (for now!). 
Rob McKay 



OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Burford HGV Ban 

We are fast approaching our target to raise £150,000 for the 
signage and enforcement.  Please see mayor’s Piece for more 
information. 

A40 HID Bid 
Oxfordshire County Council has been successful with its 
Housing Infrastructure Fund bid of £102.million which is in 
addition to the current £38 million A40 bus lane scheme.  The 
announcement means that the County Council can deliver: 
•• Extension of the A40 dual carriageway from Witney to the 

proposed Eynsham park and ride, including improving 
cycling facilities along the route. 

•• Extension of A40 westbound bus lane from west of Duke’s 
Cut canal and railway bridges close to Oxford near to the 
proposed Eynsham park and ride. 

•• A40 capacity and connectivity improvements to widen 
access at Duke’s Cut canal and railway bridges, extending 
the eastbound and westbound bus priority lane, prioritising 
bus rapid transit at this pinch point. 

Delivering these schemes will help the traffic flow along the 
A40 which should lead to a reduction in traffic cutting 
through the A4095.  This includes HGVs. 

North Cotswold Line Taskforce 
It’s not just about road improvements to the A40 corridor as 
Oxfordshire County Council along with Gloucestershire, 
Herefordshire, Warwickshire and Worcestershire County 
Councils are working with Network Rail and First Great 
Western on developing the North Cotswold line. This would 
include partial doubling of the line, station improvements 
along with signal improvements, the cost would be in the 
region up to £200 million pounds. We need to produce a 
strategic business case that then can be agreed to release the 
funds from the Department of Transport. The outcome from 
this would be four trains an hour from Hanborough which 
would transform connectivity to Oxford and London. 

County council backs proposals for integrated 
health and social care system. 

Proposals for a new ‘integrated care system’ for Oxfordshire 
designed to improve health and social care services were 
welcomed by the county council’s Cabinet. The new joined-
up health and care system will also cover Buckinghamshire 
and Berkshire West. A draft of the five-year plan for an 
integrated care system has been published and is due to be 
submitted to NHS England in November.  In the draft plan, 
the NHS and local authorities in the three areas have 
committed to planning health and care services around 
individual needs. Health and care organisations will work 
collectively to help people enjoy better health by focusing on 
preventing illness and improving care for those who need it. 
     The principle of ‘local first’ has been established, with 
community-run services a vital part of the integrated care 
system. GP practices will become part of ‘primary care 
networks’ that serve communities of around 30-50,000 
people. By working together, GP practices will offer access to 
a wide range of local services, such as NHS and social 
services, as well as services provided by voluntary groups. 
     These care networks will also be part of larger ‘integrated 
care partnerships’ – one for each of the three county areas, 
including Oxfordshire. The partnerships will join up local 
hospital and mental health services with council and 
community services. 

Oxfordshire communities invited to bid for £1m 
fund to provide youth services. 

Voluntary and community organisations are being invited to 
bid for a share of Oxfordshire County Council’s new £1m 
Youth Opportunity Fund. The fund is aimed at groups that can 
provide activities and opportunities for young people between 
the ages of 11-18, and 11-25 with special educational needs. 
     Feedback from Oxfordshire residents points to strong 
support for improving community-run youth services. This 
new fund is available to help existing projects expand and 
new ones get started. Grants of up to £70,000 are available. 
      By offering start-up funding in previous years, the council 
has already helped many community-run groups provide 
support for younger children and families. Now the aim is to 
do the same for youth services. 
     Community-run youth schemes complement the work of 
the county council’s children’s services, which target 
resources at young people and families with additional needs 
and those at risk of abuse and neglect. The council also has a 
desire for more youth clubs to be established. 
     The county council believes communities are well placed 
to provide universal services and this is already an established 
model in Oxfordshire. 
     A fund was launched in 2016 to provide grants for local 
groups to start services for children such 
as ‘stay and play’, with the creation or 
continuation of around 40 projects. A 
similar fund was created for voluntary 
and community groups to start up day 
services for older and disabled people 
in Oxfordshire. 
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson - 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

************************************************* 

BURFORD BOWLS CLUB 
Saturday 7 December 

Doors open 7pm for 8pm start 

The Bowls Club, Tanners Lane, Burford 
Bar           Raffle        Prizes 

Allan Tuckwell 

mailto:nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk


Following the query at the BDS about  
Shakespeare’s Authorship, Peter Kyle has kindly 

sent us the following: 
     Hamlet overheard Julius Caesar tell King John, on the 
Twelfth Night after The Tempest that Anthony and 
Cleopatra told Corialanus, the Two Gentlemen of Verona 
were the author of Shakespeare’s plays. 
     King Lear said you may take it As You Like It, but I 
don’t believe it for I heard Romeo and Juliet say Love’s 
Labour Lost when Troilus and Cressida stole the Comedy 
of Errors and sold it to The Merchant of Venice for a cup 
of sack and a dish of caraways.   Timon of Athens and 
Cymbeline were parties to the theft and after drinking 
Measure for Measure with  The Merry Wives of Windsor, 
told King John all about it. 
     Richard III, a competent critic, said Bacon couldn’t 
write even A Winter’s Tale and Henry VIII said:  that 
settles it, why make Much Ado About Nothing? 
     Othello was busy discussing a point of honour with 
Henrys IV, V and VI and as Richard II was absent Taming 
of The Shrew, no further evidence could be found to prove 
who wrote Shakespeare’s play but All’s Well that Ends 
Well. 
     At that juncture Macbeth took out his sword and shook 
it at Titus Andronicus and Pericles.  Everyone assembled 
went into a swoon.   It was at this moment that I woke up 
in a cold sweat.  It had all been A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. 

 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE AND 
CONTACTS 

The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of 
the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.   Please send articles and information to: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at 
Burford News for us to collect.  

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of 
the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Widford Rainbow photo kindly provided by Stanley Kekwick

mailto:editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
mailto:advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk
mailto:editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
mailto:advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk


Thur 5 Dec Fulbrook Forum - Ashley Smith of WASP Fulbrook Meeting Place 3.00pm

Fri 6 Dec Friday Focus with Salvation Army Band Warwick Hall 2.00pm

Sat 7 Dec Bingo - Bar, Raffle, Prizes Burford Bowls Club 7.00pm

Sat 7 Dec Friends of Burford Library - Mick Herron 
interview

Burford Library 7.00pm

Sat 7 Dec Burford Crafters Christmas Craft Sale Warwick Hall 10-2.30

Tues 10 Dec FaB WI Christmas Festivities Warwick Hall 7.30pm

Wed 11 Dec TASC lecture 300 years of Christmas 
Shows at ROH Covent Garden

Warwick Hall 11am

Weds 11 Dec Lenthall Concert - Burford Chorale/B. Kay Burford School 7.30pm

Fri 13 Dec Astally Film Club - Mary Poppins Returns Asthall Leigh Memorial 
Hall

7.45pm

17&18 Dec Burford School Miscellany Concerts Burford School 7.00pm

Fri 18 Dec Senior Citizens’ Lunch Boarding House Contact 
Mrs Imms 01993 823283

Fri 3 Jan Friday Focus Warwick Hall 10.30-3

Wed 8 Jan TASC lecture Through a Glass Darkly, a 
study of glass through the eyes of the artist, 
Jane Gardiner

Warwick Hall 11am

Fri 10 Jan Taynton Talks - ‘Bombs bullets and 
banquets’ by Lord Geoffrey Dear

Taynton Village Hall 7.30pm

Fri 17 Jan Astally Film Club - Waking Ned Devine Asthall Leigh Memorial 
Hall

7.45pm

Wed 22 Jan Lenthall Concert - Paganini, Corelli ++ Burford School 7.30pm

Wed 12 Feb TASC lecture Art in Advertising, Tony 
Rawlins

Sat 15 Feb Astally Film Club - Hopscotch Asthall Leigh Memorial 
Hall

7.45pm

Tue 18 Feb Burford & District Society The Sky Above 
Burford

Methodist Church 7.30pm

Wed 26 Feb Lenthall Concert - Schubert, Beethoven + Burford School 7.30pm

Sat 4 April Burford Singers Bach St John Passion Burford Church 7.30pm

11-20 June 
2021

Burford Festival 2021 Burford

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  DECEMBER ONWARDS

NB  When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include:  Day of the Week, Date, 
Venue, Time.     Thank you.



Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, Thursday 
11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, all abilities Kevin 704655 scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts Wednesday (term time) Scout Hut 6-7.15pm Claire Griffin 07751 472125  
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Ann Fleming 842649

Bradwell Village Coffee Every Friday am Bradwell Village Hall 10.30-12.30 Margaret Booth 822677

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all abilities Vijay 891043 vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters 2nd and 4th Mondays Bradwell Village Hall 1.30 - 3.30 Christine Brown 822589/June Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 6 times a year Varies        K. Gray 823805  burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

Burford & Fulbrook WI 
(FaBWI)

Second Tuesday Warwick Hall Francesca Fowkes 07967 817994  
www.thefabwi.org.uk

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 

Mon closed; Tues 1-7; Wed closed; Thurs 10-1; 
Friday 10-1 and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Music Study Group 8 Consecutive Tuesdays The Friends’ Meeting House, Pytts Lane, 
Burford - Starts promptly at 10 am

Judy Branston 823405

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church 10.30 - 12 midday Penelope Leaf  824777

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

FaBWI Walking Group 1st Friday of the month Starting at The Carpenters Arms Fulbrook Francesca Fowkes 07967 817994
www.thefabwi.org.uk

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Friday Focus First Friday Warwick Hall 10.30 - 3..30 www.thefabwi.org.uk

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, 
Fri 8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term 
Times

Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769  
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, soft drinks) 7pm

Soup & Pudding Club Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 07793 012215

Stretch (All abilities) Every Monday and Thursday Warwick Hall
Monday 9.30am-10.30
Thursday 7.30-8.30pm

nickijsmith@hotmail.co.uk  07867411474

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943  
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk

The Wychwood Lodge of 
Freemasons

3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240  
wychwood988@outlook.com

Therapeutic Yoga Class Mon 11.30am  - 12.45pm Chadlington Village Hall Nikki 07816 786656  
nikki@yogafocus.co.uk

Time Out Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea) Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, singing, talks John Harrington 822451 or Sue Sheppard 
824729

REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES WEF NOVEMBER 2019
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES 
St John the Baptist, Burford 

DECEMBER 2019 
St John the Baptist, Burford 
1 December  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
8 December 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Matins (BCP) with Choir    9.30am 
Holy Communion and Confirmation  11.00am 
Civic Carol Service     3.30pm 
15 December    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am  
Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
Donkey Service     4.00pm 
22 December  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Prayer (CW)    9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
Carols by Candlelight     6.00pm 
24 December  
Benefice Holy Communion (CW)  11.30pm 
25 December  
Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
Family Service followed by Lunch 11.00am 
29 December  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Service   11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
1 December  
Morning Prayer (CW)    9.30am 
8 December     
Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
15 December    
Matins (BCP)     9.30am 
22 December    
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 
24 December  
Carol Service     4.00pm 
25 December  
Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 

St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
1 December   
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
15 December 
Carol Service      6.00pm 
25 December 
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
1 December  
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 
15 December  
Holy Communion (BCP)     10.00am 
25 December   
Benefice Holy Communion (CW)    8.00am 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
1 December  
Holy Communion   11.00am 
8 December    
Morning Service   11.00am 
15 December 
Morning Service   11.00am 
22 December    
Carol Service   11.00am 
25 December  
Family Service   11.00am 
29 December  
Benefice Holy Communion (CW)   9.30am 

St Oswald, Widford 
26 December  
Carol Service     4.00pm 

JANUARY 2020 

5 January 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
Morning Service    11.00am 
12 January  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Matins (BCP) with Choir    9.30am 
Holy Communion (CW)  11.00am 
19 JanuaryHoly Communion (BCP)   8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
26 January    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
5 January 
Morning Prayer (CW)    9.30am 
12 January  
Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
19 January 
Matins (BCP)      9.30am 
26 January    
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 

St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
5 January    
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
19 January  
Evening Prayer (BCP)    6.00pm 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
5 January 
Evening Prayer (BCP)    6.00pm 
19 January 
Holy Communion (BCP)  10.00am 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
5 January 
Holy Communion (CW)    11.00am 
12 January  
Morning Prayer (CW)    11.00am 
19 January 
Morning Prayer (CW)    11.00am 
26 January    
Morning Prayer (CW)    11.00am 

CHURCH EVENTS DECEMBER /JANUARY

BAPTISM 

There is one baptism in Burford this 
month. 
Rosie Dean, daughter of Thomas and 
Bryony Dean will be baptised in 
Burford Church 1 December 
Tarnia Usher - Church Secretary 

BAPTIST CHURCH, 
WITNEY STREET 

  Tuesday monthly lunches 
  Telephone for enquiries 07967 362885  

Gill Crippen 

BURFORD METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Our Carol Service this year will be held on 
22 December and our Covenant Service on 
26 January next year. Both will be 
conducted by our minister Fred Ireland. 

Anne Weir 

PARISH OF SS JOHN FISHER 
& THOMAS MORE 

Mass Times 
    Sunday Masses    9.15 am 
   11.30 am 
Tuesday Mass  10.00 am 
Wednesday Mass  10.00 am 
Thursday Mass  10.00 am 
Friday Mass    6.00 pm 
Saturday Mass  10.00 am  
followed by Confessions 

Christmas Services 
Wednesday 18 December 
Penitential Service    6.30 pm  

Christmas Eve 
Mass   10.00 am 
Carols and Midnight Mass   7.45 pm 

Christmas Day 
Masses     9.15 am 
   11.30 am 
For further information please consult the 
weekly newsletter at 

www.catholicchurchburford.org.uk 

Dan Boyle 

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING 
Meeting for Worship every Sunday at 

11am at 
the Friends Meeting House Pytts Lane. 

David Day 

http://www.catholicchurchburford.org.uk
http://www.catholicchurchburford.org.uk


Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)  
     01993 823647  
Burford Pre School,    01993 824031 
Burford School    01993 823303 
Burford Primary School  01993 822159 
Burford Surgery   01993 822176 
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk  
 
Burford Town Council 
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday  between 9.00 am and 11.30 am  
     01993 823647 
Email               burfordcouncil@btconnect.com 
www.burford-tc.gov.uk  
 
Burford Visitor Information Centre 01993 823558 
Open Mon – Sat     9.30 am – 5 pm  
 Sun             10 am – 4 pm 
Carterton Health Centre  01993 841718 
NHS     111 
www.nhs.uk 
Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire 01295 264545 
www.oxoncarers.org.uk  
 
Chemist  Reavley’s   01993 823144 
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital 
Burford Branch    01608 642547 
Mon–Fri       2.30–4pm 
Saturday     11.30am - 12 noon 
 
Churches 
Anglican St. John the Baptist  01993 823788 
Roman Catholic   01993 823219 
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More 
Methodist    01993 867301 
Baptist Church    07967 362885 
Friends Meeting House   01993 823398 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
Email      bureau@wocab.org.uk  
Dial-a-Ride Service 
For Information    0845 3101111 
Email      oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Emergency Services 
Police – non essential   101 
 
Environment Agency  
Floodline    0845 988118 
Emergency    0800 807060 
 
Hall Bookings 
Baptist Church Hall   07967 362885 
Burford Town Bowls Club  01993 822330 
Fulbrook Meeting Place  
  Chris Wright  01993 822803 
Taynton Village Hall - Anne Thompson 07584 021171 
Methodist Church Hall Anne Weir  01993 823395 
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information                    
        www.warwickhallburford.org 
 

Library              01993 823377 
Tues    13.00 – 19.00 
Thurs    10.00 – 13.00 
Fri   10.00 – 13.00 / 14.00 - 17.30 
Sat    9.30-13.00  
24 hour renewal hotline   08451202811 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary  
 
Member of Parliament  01993 702302 
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council 
General Enquiries   01865 815573 
Highways    08453 101111 
Faulty Street Lights   0800  317802 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Nicholas Field-Johnson   01993 878309 

Post Office (in Newsagent)  01993 822323 
Monday to Saturday 07.30-18.00 
Sunday   07.30- 17.00 
 
Recycling Centre 
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt 
Open 7 days a week  8am - 5pm 
Thursday late night  until 8pm 
(1 April  – 30 September) 
 Southern Electric (Freephone) 08000 727282 
Thames Water    0800 3169800 

Tolsey Museum   (April – October) 
Monday  Closed 
Tuesday – Sunday 2pm – 5 pm 
 
Travel 
Rail Enquiries     08457 484950 
Public Transport Enquiries   08712 002233 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council 
General Enquiries   01993 861000 
Out of Hours    01993 705056 
www.westoxon.gov.uk  

West Oxfordshire District Councillor 
Derek Cotterill    01993 823188 
 
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries 01865 903841 
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily 
Last Patient seen at 10pm    
  
Witney Police Station, Welch Way 
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm 01865 841148 
Closed Saturday and Sunday

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION WEF NOVEMBER 2019

Please let us know if any details need 
amending.  editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Updates, photos and previous issues on 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk
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