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Little Barrington
Slowly, slowly things are beginning to pick up as the lockdown is partially relaxed. The Cotswold Wildlife Park and
Garden has roared back to life, thank goodness, the garden centre is looking out for the green shoots of recovery and the
Madhatter Bookshop is opening a new chapter. At the time of writing a number of Burford’s “non-essential” shops are
back in business. (We doubt if their owners regard them as non-essential). The number of shoppers seems likely to be
small, at least until visitors to our area come back, but it’s a start. We still await news of when the vital hospitality sector
can get going but in the meantime quite a few cafés and pubs are providing takeaway food and drinks. Some churches, if
not exactly flinging wide their gates, are open a few hours per week for private prayer but not yet for services. The foot
clinic has kicked off but hairdressers are still cut off. The dentists have dusted down their drills but many of us are filling
in time until we can get our gnashers treated.
There is more to report in The Bridge as well, as you can see from the size of this issue. We welcome Nicholsons Garden
Centre at North Aston who have agreed to take over our gardening column. Continuing our tour of the villages, a reader
in Great Barrington (see photo above) provides a view of life under lockdown and the debate about dogs on the Rec
arouses strong feelings.
Every year Burford Town Council holds an annual meeting at which the councillors report on their activities and subject
themselves to a grilling from residents. This year the meeting was cancelled because of you-know-what so in this edition
we are publishing their reports for all to see. As to grilling, that can be done by emailing burfordcouncil@btconnect.com
or, if you prefer, you can air your views by sending a letter to editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk.
Editors

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION

ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?
Professional Property & Search Agent
with excellent local knowlege and experience covering
The Cotswolds and West Oxfordshire

The skill, experience and contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property

Call Emma Branch to arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal
on 0203 858 0035 or 07966 502376
Email oﬃce@radnormartin.com

Oﬃces in

The Cotswolds
and London

radnormartin.com

01993 220 579

Please note that most hours of opening will no longer apply

Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)
01993 823647
Burford Pre School,
01993 824031
Burford School
01993 823303
Burford Primary School
01993 822159
Burford Surgery
01993 822176
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk

Library (temporary hours)
01993 823377
Tues
13.00 – 16.00
Thurs
10.00 – 13.00
Fri
10.00 – 13.00
24 hour renewal hotline
08451202811
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary

Burford Town Council
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday
and Friday between 9.00 am and 11.30 am
01993 823647
Email
burfordcouncil@btconnect.com
www.burford-tc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
01993 702302
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk
Oxfordshire County Council
General Enquiries
01865 815573
Highways
08453 101111
Faulty Street Lights
0800 317802
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Councillor
Nicholas Field-Johnson
01993 878309

Burford Visitor Information Centre
Open Mon – Sat 9.30 am – 5 pm
Sun
10 am – 4 pm
Carterton Health Centre
NHS
www.nhs.uk
Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire
www.oxoncarers.org.uk

01993 823558
01993 841718
111

Post Office (in Newsagent)
Monday to Saturday 07.30-18.00
Sunday
07.30- 17.00

01295 264545

Recycling Centre
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt
Open 7 days a week
8am - 5pm
Thursday late night
until 8pm
(1 April – 30 September)

Chemist Reavley’s
01993 823144
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital
Burford Branch
01608 642547
Mon–Fri
2.30–4pm
Saturday
11.30am - 12 noon
Churches
Anglican St. John the Baptist
01993 823788
Roman Catholic
01993 823219
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More
Methodist
01993 867301
Baptist Church
07967 362885
Friends Meeting House
01993 823398

burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk

SOLD

SOLD

Alison Denny
Residential Sales

James Skinner
Residential Sales
Manager

SOLD

Kim Harvey
Residential Sales

Celebrating 12 months in Burford
Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA
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Environment Agency
Floodline
Emergency

0845 988118
0800 807060

Southern Electric
Thames Water

(Freephone)

Tolsey Museum
Monday
Tuesday – Sunday

(April – October)
Closed
2pm – 5 pm

Travel
Rail Enquiries
Public Transport Enquiries

Citizens Advice Bureau
08444 111444
Email
bureau@wocab.org.uk
Dial-a-Ride Service
For Information
0845 3101111
Email
oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Emergency Services
Police – non essential

01993 822323

West Oxfordshire District Council
General Enquiries
Out of Hours
www.westoxon.gov.uk

08000 727282
0800 3169800

08457 484950
08712 002233
01993 861000
01993 705056

West Oxfordshire District Councillor
Derek Cotterill
01993 823188
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily
Last Patient seen at 10pm
Witney Police Station, Welch Way
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

Hall Bookings
Baptist Church Hall
07967 362885
Burford Town Bowls Club
01993 822330
Fulbrook Meeting Place
Chris Wright
01993 822803
Taynton Village Hall - Anne Thompson 07584 021171
Methodist Church Hall Anne Weir
01993 823395
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information
www.warwickhallburford.org

01865 903841

01865 841148

Please let us know if any details need
amending. editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
Updates, photos and previous issues on
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL

6) Removal of spoil from the Rec was made a
priority;
7) The poltergeist-like flying air conditioning unit
in the Pavilion was similarly made a priority;
8) The order of flags on our flagpole was agreed;
9) David Buckland will repair the 20 ft. length of
wall along the cemetery driveway which has
collapsed because horses lean against it.
and so on and so on!
John White -Mayor
*********************************************

Miscellanea
The darling buds of May
morph into June is bustin’
out all over and by the time
you are reading this the
days will be getting
shorter, the nights will be
drawing in and we will all
be trying to work out how
to celebrate a locked down
Christmas. Incidentally,
why is it that potential CV
sufferers are locked down
and convicts are locked up? Actually the thought of
having to socially distance oneself from Aunt Agatha
(“Ag the Bag”, the aunt from hell) at Christmas time is
something of a relief. A two-metre-long electric cattle
prong is probably the answer to fend off the marauding
hordes. All of which irrelevance will lead you to suspect
that nothing much of interest happened in Burford last
month and that the June council meeting was less than
its usual riveting self.
Neither is true. So far as the town generally is
concerned there is clearly a rising tide of frustration that
tourists are wandering around mask-free complaining
that there are no loos open and hanging around in the
few shops that are allowed to be open shelf shopping
and holding up the queue of genuine customers forced to
wait outside. They even come from abroad! In coaches!!
Some of our brave shopkeepers and our even braver
PCSO tell them the plain facts of life and urge them on
their way. But here we hit a dilemma that we shall face
for some time. Burford exists on tourist income; it is our
very life blood. How can we encourage visitors to come
and spend in our shops on the one hand and encourage
them to stay away and not infect us on the other? My
personal view is that health and life come first - we
should wait until we are assured that the risk of infection
by visitors is reasonably low and then return to our
policy of making visitors as welcome as possible. That,
of course, raises the question of the extension to the car
park but let’s keep this one cheerful.
So far as BTC’s June Zoom meeting was concerned
we had more than our usual dose of correspondence.
Inevitably a number of the missives we received during
May finished up with “Something must be done” or
“Somebody must do something” both of which mean
“Councillors, get off your backsides”. And so it came to
pass that:1) A new plaque for the Millennium Tree on the
Rec was approved;
2) The continuation of the bus shelter survey was
approved;
3) Two planning applications were objected to;
4) A review of the “Dogs on Leads” signage on
the Rec was approved;
5) The start of the search for a Camera Data
Analyst to enforce the weight limit (see
elsewhere in this issue) was noted;

BY (ALMOST) ROYAL
APPOINTMENT

In the television series Burma with Simon Reeve, the
intrepid traveller went to a remote village in the forests
of that country and met a man who said he had never
met a white person before. What did he know, if
anything, about the outside world? Had he, for instance,
heard of David Beckham? His face lit up in instant
recognition. Such is fame.
The ex-footballer came to public attention nearer
home a few weeks ago when he was spotted and
photographed by a news agency doing some shopping at
Mrs Bumbles. We can’t reproduce the photographs here
for copyright reasons but they are available online. If
you are a keen reader of the tabloids, as we expect
nearly all of you are, you may have already seen them.
The papers seemed to be preoccupied by his depleted
barnet, but the Sun, no less, reported that he had been
visiting his “favourite delicatessen” in the “picturepostcard village (sic) of Burford”. Mrs Bumbles was
also described as a “fancy deli” and a “posh
deli” (presumably no pun intended). Well, clearly he is
a discerning food shopper. No doubt he was buying
some of their excellent Colston Bassett stilton, le
fromage des fromages. Anyway in recognition of this
recognition, as it were, Mrs Bumbles has now been
given the above accolade, courtesy of our cartoonist,
David Mostyn.
Editors
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THE NEW VERSION OF US

BURFORD’S TOLSEY MUSEUM OF
LOCAL HISTORY

Zara de Haldevang, who recently moved back to Great
Barrington after seven years in London, has kindly sent
us this reflection on how the lockdown has affected life
in the village.

With time on our
hands
The latest acquisition for
the museum is a scarce
longcase clock by
Hercules Hastings of
Burford, circa. 1700.

For many local readers, despite the obvious existence of
a pandemic, life hasn’t changed a great deal. Your high
street may not be bustling with life as it once was, but
your everyday life of residing in this idyllic corner of
the world still carries on. And as the sun has been
shining on our privileges, never has there been more of a
sense of community and cohesion.
In my village there are 61 dwellings of which one
third are second homes. It became an ever-increasing
reality over the years that the true sense of community
had disappeared and no one had really understood why.
Families who had been here for generations sold their
homes to those looking for a weekend escape. Christmas
lights rarely shone through cottage windows. You would
wave to your neighbour but rarely know their names or
stories.
The evening of the first NHS clap was the moment
that our village came alive. It was the first time we had
seen houses full of families all now living in their homes
for the unforeseeable future. There was laughter and
shouting and a new positive decibel of noise echoing
around the valley. And while we may have been
gathering in honour of the NHS and showing our
appreciation for our key workers, we were also joining
as this new force. The village was together and behaving
as one for the first time I can ever remember. It was
overwhelming and uplifting and emotional. We all
waved to strangers across the village green and
celebrated in this new version of normal. The village
suddenly had life in it.
Despite the fact that the clap no longer continues, so
much has changed. Those who were once neighbours
are now acquaintances. We no longer co-exist around
one another but are here to help one another. A few
months ago my father and I decided to actively create a
platform that allows people to ‘check in’ on one another.
Whether you need medication collected or food
delivered, we wanted to redefine the meaning of
‘community watch’ and create ‘community needs’. No
one is left forgotten about. While some still wish to
continue their lives as they were, there is now a sense of
shared belonging and care that there wasn’t before. This
is down to everyone here. No matter how small or large
your contribution has been.
I am a 31 year old woman who has suddenly had to
re-adjust to a new way of living. It may not have been a
pipeline dream to be based back at my parents’ house
with no concrete certainty for work, however I could not
imagine a more gorgeous place to be. Thank you to
everyone who has made my personal journey so much
easier. Thank you to my fellow villagers for making
home truly feel more homely. This has brought out the
best of you all in so many ways.
Zara de Haldevang

In 1685 Hastings made
the turret clock in
Burford Church, and I
had always assumed he
was just a skilled
blacksmith, but this man
was capable of finer
work as demonstrated
through the existence of
a brass lantern and
several longcase clocks
which bear his name.
Although it is not known
exactly where he learned
his skills, it seems that
Hercules may have had
connections with the
Knibb family: John of
Oxford, and his father,
Joseph, who became
maker to Charles II and
James II.
A mansion house in
Burford High Street just
above Swan Lane was
owned by George
Hastings of Daylesford,
and in 1685 Hercules
was located there
according to the burgage
roll of that date.
There were several
branches of the Hastings
family; Speaker William
Lenthall, a kinsman,
bought their old Yelford
Manor. Warren Hastings
of Daylesford, first
governor general of
India from 1774, was
born at Churchill and
eventually bought back
the ancestral home at Daylesford, lost in the 17th century
due to his ancestor’s financial support of King Charles.
This clock has an attractive brass face and an eight-day
movement; its dark-stained pine case, with barley-twist
columns, may have been originally ebonised, and is of
typical late 17th century style.
Chris Walker - tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk
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HMS BURFORD 1679 - 1719

Following the the death of the childless Spanish king,
Charles II, the claimants to the throne were members of
the Austrian Hapsburg and French Bourbon families. In
May 1702 the Grand Alliance, led by England and the
Dutch Republic, declared war on France and Spain - The
War of Spanish Succession.
The alliance needed a secure base for operating in the
Mediterranean to challenge French naval power, based in
Toulon, and also to attempt to sever Spain's links to the
New World. Cadiz was the first choice. In September
1702, under command of Admiral George Rooke, the
allies attacked. Burford was captained by Hovenden
Walker but their attempt was unsuccessful.
The attack on the next target, Gibraltar, took place on 1
to 3 August 1704, Rooke in command again, and Captain
Kerryl Roffey in Burford. Relentless cannon fire from 63
ships hammered the Rock. Despite Burford and others
running out of shot, Gibraltar was captured and ceded in
1713
The largest battle of
the war, the Battle of
Malaga, took place on
24 August. A French
fleet, 56 warships and
frigates from Toulon,
engaged with the 59
Anglo-Dutch fleet in a
mutual frenzy of
cannon fire, smashing
into ships and crew.
No ships were sunk,
but Burford and others
had to leave the line
for want of shot. She
lost 11 men dead and
19 wounded. The
outcome was
indecisive but was a strategic victory for the Allies,
stopping the French utilising their entire fleet. Burford,
due a 'Great Repair', docked in Portsmouth from 1712 to
1714 at a cost of £12,494 13s 6d.
The Battle of Cape Passaro on 11 August 1718 was
Burford's final engagement. The Spanish had invaded
Sicily and Admiral Sir George Byng, with his fleet of 22
ships of the line including HMS Burford under the
command of Captain Charles Vanbrugh, demanded that
they withdrew. On the southern tip of Sicily, Byng's fleet
caught the Spanish unawares and attacked aggressively,
dividing their fleet, some heading to the coast and the rest
scattering. Burford and six other ships gave chase,
capturing most of them. This was a decisive British
victory. However some Spanish ships remained in
Messina harbour so the fleet remained in the area.
On 14 February 1719 a violent storm in Pentemelia
Bay (probably near Reggio Calabria) drove Burford onto
rocks and she was wrecked. All the crew were saved.
HMS Burford Battle Honours: Barfleur 1692; Gibraltar
1704; Velez Malaga 1704; Passaro 1718.
Tony Hodgkison

Tony Hodgkison continues his series with the story of the
first Royal Navy warship to bear this name.
HMS Burford was launched in 1679, in Woolwich,
followed by large teams of mast-makers, riggers, joiners,
sailmakers, and anchorsmith. At this time the royal
dockyards were the largest manufacturing sites in the
world.
Charles II was promoting tolerance between Catholics
and the majority Protestants. He died on 6 February 1685
and his brother James II became the last Catholic king.
Following a Protestant uprising, William of Orange and
his wife Mary (daughter of James) arrived from Holland.
James II fled to Catholic France, where Louis XIV had
expansionist ambitions. This led to the Nine Years
War,1688-1697. Louis planned to invade England and
restore James II to the throne, the invasion to be launched
April 1692.
Burford’s first
action was under the
command of Captain
Thomas Harlow, on 24
May 1692, around the
Cherbourg Peninsula,
the Battle of Barfleur
and La Hogue. HMS
Burford was in the rear
Red Squadron under
command of Sir
Cloudesly Shovell, and
the Anglo-Dutch fleet
of 82 ships of the line
under Admiral Edward
Russell and Philips van
Almonde. Due to bad
weather and planning
the French only had 44 ships, commanded by the Compte
de Torville, with strict orders from Louis XIV to seek
battle, strong or weak.
In calm conditions the two fleets engaged. At the
centre Torville's White Squadron and Russell's squadron
furiously bombarded each other for most of the day,
causing considerable damage to both. In the early
afternoon a small change in wind direction allowed
Shovell's Red Squadron to move forward, and they were
the first to break through the enemy line. Later fog
descended, the tide turned and Shovell's squadron used
sails for fireship attacks. By evening the battle was over
with most ships on both sides damaged, some severely,
but none lost.
After this the French fleet scattered, but on finding a
group of ships sheltering at La Hogue in early June,
Russell and allies destroyed these, using shore parties and
fireships, burning all 12 French ships of the line. This
victory diminished France's bid to command the oceans
for a while. On both sides, 6500 men were dead or
wounded, France lost 15 ships and the Allies two. The
Nine Years War ended in September 1697. Burford was
due a rebuild, docked into Deptford dockyard and
relaunched in 1698.

Image above: the battle of Barfleur Richard Paton/
National Maritime Museum
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THE MADHATTER BOOKSHOP

ALICE’S BOOK GROUP

Today is 9 June and I am sat in the
middle of the floor of the bookshop, my
hands covered in paint and surrounded by
lists. I love a list! There are lists of jobs
to be done, ideas to be actioned and
people to call but mostly there are lists of
books to be ordered from books with beautiful
illustrations to books you simply won’t be able to put
down, because it is all about the love of books.
If there is one thing I have learned over the last three
months it is that you never know what tomorrow will
either take from you or gift you but with plenty of hard
work, some more paint and a lot more lists by the time
you and I are reading this copy of The Bridge, The
Madhatter Bookshop will be open and flourishing.
Please be assured that your safety is as important to
us as your literary enjoyment. We are taking heed of all
the advice and recommendations. Initially, we will be
open for order-placing, collections and hands-free
viewing of all our lovely new stock and of course for
our local self-isolating customers we will be delighted to
home deliver. Madhatters will be clean and we hope as
welcoming and friendly as always. If you have any
concerns or questions please do telephone or email me.
I look forward to lots of Madhatter Book Chatter and
telling you all about our ideas for literary dinners,
children’s book parties, author events and quite frankly
everything bookish….. and hats too!
You can see much more of us on social media and do
sign up to our newsletter for offers and reviews by
emailing us at themadhatterbookstore@gmail.com
Instagram @madhatterbookshop
FB @madhatterbooksandhats
Do call in and say hello soon.
Kim - New (excited and slightly nervous) owner
The Madhatter Bookshop, 122 High Street, Burford
Telephone 01993 822539

In the last review of The Binding, I suggested that
Ayoade on Top by Richard Ayoade might be a less
strenuous read. However for many reasons Alice’s
Bookgroup found it more heavy going; indeed, most
did not finish it, and had I not this review in mind it
might have become only the third book in my lifetime
that I have not finished. I did, however, persevere and
found there were several laugh out loud moments and
many occasions when I rejoiced in a turn of phrase. The
language vacillates between schoolboy smutty and the
esoteric. Due to Covid, I was reading the book on a
Kindle, and some of the words even defeated the inbuilt
dictionary, while the references range from ancient
Greece and Rome to the more modern, and his frequent
excursions into myth or philosophy could be quite
entertaining.
All this wit and erudition is focused ostensibly on a
critique, an exposition of a film, a comic drama about
American airline cabin crew called View From the Top
starring Gwyneth Paltrow. This film is apparently
something of a cult, probably because it is so bad, with
Paltrow coming in for a severe drubbing, and I am sure
we might have enjoyed Ayoade’s sarcastic dismantling if
we had seen the film. Also it is not clear at the beginning
that this is meant to be funny, as the humour is of a very
dry comedy style. Equally, the member who
recommended this book had listened to it read by the
author, and I suspect his sardonic style would have
added greatly to his prose.
As I finished the book I concluded that both Richard
Ayoade and I think he is a clever chap – he being more
certain than I.
The next book choice is a leap into another genre, one
we have seldom tried. The Craftsman by Sharon Bolton
promises to be a chilling thriller and from a quick first
glance I fear we may need strong stomachs.
Veral Marshall

It’s hard to remember now that Amazon started out as an
online bookshop. It was founded by Jeff Bezos exactly 25
years ago in July 1995 in the garage of his rented house in
Seattle. Now its market capitalisation hovers around the
US$1 trillion mark (that’s 1 followed by 12 zeroes) and its
revenues last year were US$232 billion. Bezos himself is
said to be worth around US$150 billion and is the richest
man in the world despite paying his ex-wife a divorce
settlement of US$38 billion (yes, that is billion, not
million).
No doubt almost all of us have used Amazon. It’s just
so convenient, and has been especially useful during the
lockdown. We are told that there are surveys that show
that many of its fans would give up sex or alcohol rather
than same-day delivery. However, there are alternatives,
including for books, and one such is to get them from your
local bookseller rather than enriching Mr Bezos even
further. Burford is very lucky to have had its own special
bookshop for many years. Apart from selling books and
hats, it acts as ticket office for many local events, is a great
meeting place and source of local information and, not
least, stocks copies of The Bridge.
Editors

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE

*********************************************

(Covering Burford,
Fulbrook, Taynton and
Bradwell Village Only)
First order date for the 2020/21 year is Thursday 16 July
2018 by 5.00pm. No late orders accepted. Deliveries are
expected to be between 20 July and 5 August, depending
on supplier holidays etc.
The following order will be on Thursday 3
September.
For existing members, it is now time to renew your
membership for July 2020 to May 2021, if you have not
already done so.
To join the syndicate and order online at
www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership application forms
and order forms are available from Burford News.
Peter Higgs
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ISOLATION FILMS

Film 4 - Chariots of Fire
I think it’s probably the best inspiring
sports movie ever made along with the
best music soundtrack ever composed!
Two men, Harold Abrahams and Eric
Liddell, race for the gold in the 1924
Olympics. While one runs for his faith,
the other participates to leave prejudice
behind. I love this film and was blown
away with the fantastic camerawork. Later in my career,
I actually met and worked with the camera operator on
Chariots, Dewi Humphreys, and he spent many
moments recalling ‘behind the scenes’ stories for me.
Happy days…

We are grateful to the Bridge readers who shared their
treasured books and pieces of music with us. We have
now solicited input from the fine folk of Swinbrook,
Taynton, Astall Leigh, Fulbrook and Burford relating to
their six favourite films and here are their choices:
MARTIN HAWKINS Lives in Asthall Leigh with his
wife Andrea, daughter Catherine and their whippet
Alfie, and is Chairman of the trustees for the Asthall
Leigh Memorial Hall. He started his career as a
cameraman at London Weekend Television and is
now a freelance director of Photography, responsible
for the lighting and camera work on many TV and
film productions. Previous interviewee of The Bridge.
I sat down to write this list on the first day we’ve had of
rain for many weeks, thinking that this will only take a
few minutes out of the day until it stops and I can get
back out to the garden. Four hours later I’m still trying
to decide on my top 20 films - let alone top six and the
rain stopped a long time ago… So, I found this very
tough, but in no particular order, here goes;

Film 5 - Close Encounters of the Third Kind
Film 5 started out as War Horse
but I’ve changed it to Close
Encounters (via ET) and it’s
another film directed by Spielberg.
Released in 1977 not only were
the special effects ahead of their
time, the whole film was. I loved
the photography by Vilmos Zsigmond, whom I became
a huge fan of and tried modelling my own lighting style
on. I find it such a gripping film that touches a nerve,
because who's to say it couldn't all actually happen
tomorrow…

Film 1 - The Sound of Music
I love a good musical and along
with Mama Mia and the Greatest
Showman, this film is one of the
best. It has the rare combination of
a powerful and moving story, firstrate music, breath taking scenery
of Salzburg and a ‘must’ for me in
any film, the lighting and photography is beautiful! It’s
also my mum’s favourite film and I remember as a child
going to the local cinema with her on several occasions
to watch it. I liked it then and I love it now.

Film 6 - What We Did on our Holiday
I love this film, and had to include
it in my list, mainly because it was
the first feature film I worked on
as the director of photography, but
also because the performances
from the three children are superb.
If you like the BBC tv show
Outnumbered, you’ll love this as it’s
made by the same team. I fell in love with the west
coast of Scotland where we filmed it and can’t wait to
go back to explore some more of it. Billy Connolly is
brilliant as ‘Grandad’ and oh, the photography isn’t bad
either!

Film 2 - Jaws
I’m a massive Stephen Spielberg fan and
my top six could have all been taken up
with films by the great director. Jaws is
such a classic and I guess would be in most
people’s top film list. I’ve lost count how
many times I’ve watch it, but always happy
to watch it again. A great story, a superb
cast and a powerful music score from John Williams - I
could go on, but I think I’ll need a bigger space.

********************************************
ARCHIE ORR-EWING. Archie is 51 and is married
with three boys (20,18,16). He has owned the Kings
Head Inn for 20 years and The Swan in Swinbrook
for 14 . He spent five years in the Army - and was
commissioned into The Blues and Royals .
His interests include skiing , country life, birds and
pubs ! Another previous interviewee of The Bridge.

Film 3 - The Bridges of Madison County
Film 3 could have been Out of Africa,
but I went for this moving love story
about a photographer (Clint
Eastwood, who also directed the film
with intimate maturity and superb
photography) on assignment to shoot
the historic bridges of Madison
County. He meets a housewife (Meryl Streep), whose
husband and children are away on a trip. The film traces
a brief affair that is never sordid but instead, it’s one of
two soul-mates who met too late. The final scene at the
end of the film when they are in their separate trucks,
about to part forever, is one of the most gripping and
moving moments I’ve ever seen in a film and has me on
the edge of my seat every time I watch it.

The Party (Peter Sellers)
Sellers plays an accident-prone Indian
who gets invited to an exclusive
Hollywood bash by mistake. The
humour that arises as he upsets the
whole party is just brilliant. The
funniest film I have ever seen. Directed
by Blake Edwards.
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Withnail and I

survive. Cult status.

GABI SCHOTTEN (wife of Antiques dealer Manfred
Schotten) German by birth, Burfordian by choice.
Another previous interviewee of The Bridge.

Two down and
out actors in the
60s surviving off
a diet of booze
and anxiety. With
no work coming
in they have to
resort to all sorts
of things to

My feel good movie, is
A Good Year (2006)
Ridley Scott directed it
after a story by Peter
Mayle.
I must have watched it 30
times and friends would
roll their eyes when I
mention it.
It’s the everyday story of a
London investment banker inheriting his uncle’s
vineyard in the South of France where the city shark
then turns into a nice person and finding love.
I can feel the wonderful summer heat and remember the
sounds and smells of Provence.

The Big Blue
Directed by Luc Besson and on location
in Amorgos, Antibes and Peru. This is a
film about deep freediving. It is a visual
and emotional feast with a magical
soundtrack by Eric Serra.

Out of Africa

Black Cat White Cat

The Sydney Pollack masterpiece
with the most wonderful
soundtrack by John Barry.
I can’t believe that there are many
people who have not seen this
movie.
Meryl Streep as Karen Blixen and
Robert Redford as Denys Finch
Hatton.
Not a dry eye in the house.

Directed by Emir
Kusturica, this
ramshackle
comedy gives you
an insight into the
vibrancy of gypsy
life on the
Danube. The
skullduggery and
double-crossing
as they wheel and
deal amongst themselves is highly entertaining. A film
that is full of the richness of life.

Untouchable

I love foreign films in the
original language but of
course with English or
German subtitles.
This film is based on a true
story of a French wealthy
but disabled man who
needs a carer.
The lovely Omar Sy plays the role of the street wise
Driss who gets the job. A heart warming and very
funny film.
At the end of the film we are shown the real people
involved (I’m afraid they are not quite as glamorous as
Omar Sy and François Cluzet).

Scent of a Woman
Starring Al Pacino. An Oscar winning
performance from Pacino as a blind
ex- military Colonel who is eccentric
and sharp-witted . He takes a school
boy under his wing and they teach
each other a thing or two. Al Pacino is
simply brilliant .

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels

The Divine Order

Starring Steve
Martin and
Michael Caine.
Highly
entertaining
caper involving
two crooks down
in the South of
France. They are
both professional
confidence
tricksters who prey on rich divorcees. Highly amusing
and full of twists and turns.

This film tells the story of women’s
fight for suffrage.
Unbelievable but true, women did not
get the right to vote in Swiss federal
elections until 1971.

Interesting insight to rural Swiss life in the late 60s but
also a lot of humour.
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Departures

cliff-hangers (quite literally) in cinema history. Not to
mention, of course, Michael Caine’s immortal line
“You’re only supposed to blow the bloody doors off!”

I found this Japanese film by chance.
One critic reviewed it as overlong,
predictable in its plotting and utterly
banal in its blending of comic whimsy
and melodramatic pathos.
Having read this, I knew I would love it,
as I hardly ever agree with critics. It
turned out to be a wonderful and unusual
film.

The Blues Brothers (1980)
Another comedy but
this time not British.
Wonderful
performances from
Dan Akroyd and John
Belushi and a car
chase that, at the time,
was one of the largest
if not the largest ever filmed but, for me, it’s the music
that sets this film apart. James Brown, Cab Calloway,
Aretha Franklin, Ray Charles and John Lee Hooker;
soundtracks don’t get much better.

Capernaum

The final film is Lebanese which was
made with very little money.
It was premiered during the 2011
Cannes Film Festival. It was also
selected to represent Lebanon for the
84th Academy Award but it did not
make the final shortlist. It won the
People’s Choice Award though and
turned out to be the highest grossing
Arabic film, earning US$21million
worldwide.
The film tells the story of a remote Lebanese village
inhabited by Muslims and Christians. Of course trouble
starts and the women of the village are doing their best
to stop the fighting.

Beaches (1988)
Again a film that has
been re-made but,
again, I’m sticking
with the original. Bette
Midler is abrasively
wonderful as
C.C.Bloom and
Barbara Hershey
perfect as lifelong friend Hillary Whitney. Not always a
comfortable film to watch but what elevates it into my
top six is its portrayal of the enduring nature of true
friendship.

********************************************
LEXI YOUNG - Chicago born; Gloucestershire
raised. Lexi lived and worked in London before decamping to the Oxfordshire/Warwickshire borders
23 years ago to raise a family. She moved to Taynton
almost seven years ago and, among other things, is
village correspondent for The Bridge. She loves
village life and everything that goes with it. She is a
lifelong Gloucester Rugby supporter which, as
anyone familiar with the club will know, is frequently
an utterly thankless task!

The Lord Of The Rings - The Two Towers (2002)

Films, for me, are definitely a way to relax so there’s
nothing particularly “worthy” on my list and I had so
much trouble choosing only six that I’ve decided the
only way I can possibly arrange them is chronologically.

Other than my husband
I don’t think I know
anyone who doesn’t
rate this trilogy. I love
all three films but the
second, The Two
Towers, for me is the
pick of the bunch if
only for the Battle of Helm’s Deep.

Kind Hearts And Coronets (1949)

Gifted (2017) |

A wonderful Ealing
comedy with Alec
Guinness playing nine
characters, eight of whom
he murders on his way to a
dukedom. Gentle, black
humour that’s perfect for a
lazy Sunday afternoon.

Wonderful, wonderful
film that if I hadn’t
watched on an airplane
surrounded by
strangers I probably
would have wept
buckets over - and I’m
not a crier. Full of
emotion, humour, tangled family relationships and fierce
loyalties.

The Italian Job (1969)
The original and, to my
mind, still the best; this
film has everything. Great
plot line, action, humour
and an ending that must be
one of the most debated

Don’t forget to look at our website
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk for updates on local news,
previous features and topical photographs
And for more photos about Burford events do look at
Burford Life on Facebook
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SARA HALL was the owner of the Madhatter
bookshop from its opening in 2011 until March 2020.
Having lived in Burford from 2011 she now lives on
Fulbrook Hill. “I have wept, laughed and covered
my face during many, many films but I suppose my
top six are those that I can happily watch again and
again.” Another previous Bridge interviewee.

Skyfall
Or any
James Bond
film for real
escapism!

Cinema Paradiso
Set in 1950s, the story of
a young Sicilian boy’s
friendship with Alfredo
the local cinema’s
projectionist and their
mutual love of cinema
and film making is
nostalgic, sentimental
and funny. One of the
most successful foreign language films of all time, the
final scene always makes me cry and laugh in equal
measures.

And finally,
I love most
Christmas
films but for
my sister
and me, our
absolute
favourite is:
National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation. We watch
this film every Christmas and we know the script by
heart.

Lord of the Rings (Trilogy)
So often films inspired by
much-loved books are
disappointing but Peter
Jackson’s adaptation of
the Lord of the Rings
inspired an entirely new
generation of children
and young adults to read
J.R.R Tolkien’s masterpiece. An uninterrupted viewing
of all three films is highly recommended!

*********************************************
FRANCES SPARKES (professional name Frances
Cook MBE) qualified as a speech and language
therapist in Glasgow in 1970. She combined work
and travel in South Africa, Hong Kong and Australia
before settling (and marrying) in London. Finally, as
a specialist therapist, she was the manager of The
Michael Palin Centre for Children who Stammer in
Islington – a highly successful collaboration between
the NHS and a charity.
She and her husband Kit moved to Burford in 2014 –
which they claim to have turned out to be a good
move!

The Sound of Music
One of the first films I
saw in the cinema. Julie
Andrews in the opening
scene is wonderful
(apparently she kept
being blown over by the
helicopter with the film
crew trying to film her!).
Definitely a film to watch and sing along to on a rainy
afternoon.

Choosing six favourite films was a much harder task
than I realised initially. “Favourite” I took to mean “the
ones that I remembered best” (while excluding those
that I disliked).
My list grew rapidly – so my final list had to be made
quickly to stop any opportunity for amendments.

Monsieur Hulot’s Holiday

In no particular order:

This 1950s French
comedy stars and is
directed by Jacques Tati
and tells the story of the
accident-prone Monsieur
Hulot who inadvertently
causes havoc in a small
seaside resort. As one
critic wrote, Monsieur Hulot’s Holiday “might contain
the greatest collection of sight gags ever committed to
celluloid”. Hulot’s unique tennis serve, an unfortunate
incident in a canoe and his surprising encounter with a
rug with a fox head attached ensures that this film is one
of the most gently funny films I have ever watched.

Cabaret (1972)
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12 years a Slave (2013)

Paddington (2014)

In addition the following could be selected:
The Favourite, Philomena, What We did on Our
Holiday, The Lunchbox, The Prime of Miss Jean
Brodie, Slumdog Millionaire, 2001: A Space Odyssey,
One Flew over the Cuckoo’s nest…………”

Billy Elliot (both film and theatre)

Get Shorty

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY
The weather has probably encouraged many of us to
catch up on our reading but, alas, we can't dip into the
treasures of our library.......not yet.
Oxfordshire County Council is investigating ways to
re-open libraries but is waiting for guidance from
national and local governments and Public Health
England before it begins planning. The service will vary
from area to area, as it will be negotiating with multiple
partners including Friends groups.
Protective measures to allow libraries to open safely
will be in place before this can happen. It is anticipated
that this will take months rather than weeks.
However, digital services are proving popular; the
number of eBooks issued has almost doubled since the
same period last year. We can also gain access to the
2020 winners of the Oxford Libraries Short Story
Competition on line and in audio form.
Jonathan Muir was the winner in the adult category
while Hannah Benjamin scooped up the junior prize. It
is easy to borrow audio and eBooks - for free. You log
on to the Oxfordshire library website, sign in with your
card number and pin and then follow the instructions.
We are sorry that all our summer
activities have been cancelled but we
hope that we will be able to welcome you
to Plonk and Pudding later in the year: as
yet no date.
Best wishes for a leisurely, book-filled
summer.
Elizabeth Mortimore

The Godfather Part Two

*********************************************
STEPHEN RICHARDS. Unfortunately when we
asked Steve for his list he was busy with his
voluntary role as Advertising Manager for The
Bridge. We therefore have no official biographical
information. We happen to know that Steve is a
former England Rugby player as well as having a
huge number of other talents (or so he has always
assured us). He and his wife, Linda, have now joined
the elite set of Burfordians who live on the Hill. Do
we feel a Peggy Lee song coming on?

Warhorse (both film and theatre)

The Magnificent Seven

Where Eagles Dare

*********************************************

EDITORIAL POLICY

Pulp Fiction

The Kings Speech (2010)

As is customary with publications, the decision of the
editors on what can and cannot be published is final. In
particular, they will edit or decline to publish anything
which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any
individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially
defamatory.
Opinions expressed by contributors are
entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or
articles in The Bridge does not indicate that the editors
agree with them. Items may also be edited for clarification
or length and may be rejected. Where items or services are
offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible
for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of good
quality. The editors may refuse to publish advertisements
or other statements about unsuitable items or services.
The Bridge does not accept responsibility for the accuracy
of advertisements and does not endorse any goods or
services which are advertised.
All items submitted for
inclusion must give the name and address of the writer and
an email address or telephone number. By submitting any
article, announcement, letter or advertisement to The
Bridge you are deemed to have agreed to the above.

Double Indemnity.

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to
The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019
which can be viewed on our website
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk.

The above are in no particular order.
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lockdown started to ease, it was reluctantly decided that
our fourteenth edition on 22 June, which was three
months almost to the day when the first edition was
tentatively released, would be our last weekly Self
Isolation Newsletter.

Face Masks

creative and
engaging
online
projects
which now
abound on
the internet.

We will now resort to our monthly updates, but who
knows, it might be that some of the format that seems to
have been appreciated may reappear. In the meantime,
huge thanks are due to everyone who supported and
contributed suggestions for these distracting cornucopias
of miscellany.

Huge thanks go to Christine Brown, Jane Hodgkison,
Judy Branston, Judy Cumming, Pauline Martin, Sally
Ashton-Bridges, Clendon and Camilla Daukes and
David and Jan Cohen for so kindly making the fantastic
colourful face masks* which so many of you now have.
If anyone else would like one please contact Michael
Taubenheim on 07711 342608.
In addition to arranging for individuals to receive
them, we have at their request also been able to make
masks available to the Burford Surgery. Their clinicians
have to wear official surgical fluid resistant masks that
are kite-marked. However sourcing these masks is a
challenge and consequently they are not able to offer
patients a similar type when they attend the surgery. But
thanks to the magnificent mask makers the Surgery are
now able to offer our volunteers non-medical standard
masks, (see * below) to patients, which they will then
take away to wash and use for future visits.
In all instances these masks are being offered free of
charge, as a service to the community. But because so
many recipients have wanted to voluntarily make a
donation in thanks, we have chosen to support the
Burford Archive fund, (a Falkland Hall Charity project).
If anyone has a sewing machine, a little spare time and
would like to support the community by also making a
few masks, I would love to hear from you (01993
822769)
Note * Please note these are simple cloth masks
designed to cover your mouth in public. They should
NOT be used in any medical or surgical setting. We do
not make or design the masks, we are merely the
distributors, so we give NO WARRANTIES that they
prevent infections or the transmission of viruses or
diseases.

We
encourage
them to talk
regularly
with their
friends and,
thankfully,
modern
technology is
ensuring that
this can be
achieved no
matter
whether it’s
to catch up
with
someone just
a few miles
away or, as
in the case of
our boarders,
as far afield
as Mauritius,
Macao or
Thailand.

Peter Martin, Chairman
peteremartin@btinternet.com

*************************************************

FROM MRS BUMBLES
We all understand about social distancing and good
old-fashioned hand washing. However, very little has
been written about the benefits of adopting a dietary
regime that can bolster your immune system.
One reason this diet is so beneficial is that it can
calm the body’s potentially destructive inflammation
process. Many experts believe that chronic
inflammation plays an important role in determining
who is most badly affected by Covid-19 and who
escapes relatively unscathed. A healthy and active
immune system is critical as it has to respond to threats,
but not go too far. People over 60 have an immune
system that may be slower to mount an adequate
response. Also it can over react and damage the lungs
and other organs.
Scientific evidence-based advice tells us to support
our “good” gut bacteria which in turn will support our
immune system Now is a great time to experiment with
new foods and recipes – the ideal way to effect good
health fast is to address the way you eat.
Our gut bacteria don’t respond well to the artificial
sweeteners, emulsifiers and additives which are packed
into highly processed food. Instead fill your fridge with
fresh fruit, vegetables, yoghurt and lean protein, pulses
and whole grains. All of these are packed with natural
disease-fighting nutrients, vitamins and minerals.
Eating a limited repertoire of processed foods can
feed the pro-inflammatory microbes which can
undermine your immune system - the more limited the
range of foods you eat, the more limited your bacterial
diversity is likely to be.
The foods in this diet are those such as olive oil, oily
fish, legumes and fruit and vegetables. They contain
anti-inflammatory compounds, such as oleic acid,
omega-3 fatty acids and polyphenols. These boost
levels of beneficial “good” bacteria. By avoiding sugar
and junk food you can starve out “bad” bacteria, and
these dietary changes keep the immune system in good
shape, and can even turn back the clock.
Steve Colter

Self Isolation Newsletters
Remember the dark days of March when all planned
events were cancelled, panic buying with empty
supermarket shelves was rife and self isolation or, even
worse, house arrest,were imposed on those subject to
shielding. This was a grim prospect for everyone,
especially for those living alone. It was for that reason
that we introduced the weekly interactive newsletters
with their wide range of clips and social media postings,
to keep in touch and hopefully provide some
entertaining distractions. Since when they not only
reached many local homes but also are seen around the
world thanks to the newsletters being forwarded on.
There were 14 editions which we ‘officially’ know
from the analytics were opened over 12,000 times, but
in reality there were many more openings by those who
received forwarded copies. Our readers were able to
select from an eclectic broad range of over 350 clips,
some short, others of feature length. But as the future
started to look more positive, and the severity of the
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NEWS FROM BURFORD SCHOOL

Disappointing as it has been to see all our summer trips
and celebrations go by the wayside, we are immensely
proud of the way our school community is pulling
together and of the ongoing commitment our students are
making to ensure that their school work continues to
progress.
As we head off towards the summer holidays we will
be saying farewell to several members of staff who are
retiring. Mr Brooks, until recently head of business
studies, has spent 31 years with us; Miss Wielgus,
formerly our head of art, has been with us for 25 years;
and Mrs Knowles, our careers adviser, has spent 14 years
building up contacts for our students, helping with their
choices post-Burford and organising a plethora of work
experience placements for our Year 10 and 12 students.
We are sad not to be able to say farewell to them in person
and will miss them all when we finally come back
together once again.
We would like to wish all readers of The Bridge, a safe
and happy summer.
Sarah Duckworth - Marketing Manager
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk

Life in lockdown continued throughout June with most
students still working from home. Whilst this has proved
quite a learning curve, it has been impressive how well
all our students have risen to the challenge and our year
tutors, boarding houseparents and pastoral lead have
continued to encourage and support everyone with their
weekly newsletters and engaging videos.
The government’s decision that students in Years 10
and 12 should receive some face-to-face contact before
the long summer break provided some logistical
challenges, but the teaching staff and the support staff
worked tirelessly to achieve this. Risk assessments, new
timetabling, classroom arrangements and cleaning
schedules were just some of the matters to be dealt with
in advance of the students’ return. It was wonderful to
have them back in school, albeit for a limited period of
time.

It’s a difficult and unnerving time for all our
students and we are working constantly not just to
ensure that their education continues but that they
take the opportunity to use this time to explore the
- 15 -

IDEAS FOR YOUR GARDEN FROM
NICHOLSONS

Nicholsons Plant Centre is fully stocked with an
extensive range of topiary, herbaceous, trees and
hedging, and is open Monday to Saturday, 7.30am to
4.30pm. We have experienced horticulturalists on site
who can provide advice for planting, screening, species
choice and more. We also offer a consultancy service.
To find out more information, please visit our website
www.nicholsonsgb.com, or give us a call on 01869
340342.
Oli Ong - Nicholsons Garden Centre

Growing wild on all continents in a vast range of
natural habitats, the Poaceae family is dominated by
grasses and accounts for a quarter of Earth’s vegetation.

********************************************

THE COTSWOLD HOME 100 LAP
CHALLENGE!
On Friday 5 June, the
residents of The Cotswold
Home, having been inspired
by Captain Tom, decided to
take on their own challenge
to attempt to complete 100
laps of the courtyard. It was
a beautiful day, and by the
end of the challenge, 172
laps were achieved by
residents either walking,
assisted in a wheelchair or a
mixture of both.
The residents really got behind the challenge, taking in
turns and ensuring social distancing was adhered to at
all times. The refreshments were also gratefully
received. In addition to sherry in the morning we had
plenty of supplies for after the challenge to celebrate the
lovely day and the achievement of going above and
beyond the target set. It truly was a wonderful day had
by all.
Their efforts have so far
raised £550 for the
charity Turn2us.
Turn2us is a national
charity that helps people
in financial hardship to
gain access to welfare
benefits, charitable
grants and support
services.

Ornamental Grasses can be very effective in garden
designs where they are allowed to interplay with other
plants, highlighting rather than dominating, and with
careful placing to take advantage of light sources, they
can bring inanimate objects to life.

In this stunning garden image, the planting palette has
been restricted to white, which, set against the different
forms and textures of the green backdrop, has created a
serene and calm place to relax. The vertical elements
have been achieved using ‘umbrella’ form trees around
the lawn and pleached screens underplanted with
grasses, all contained within an evergreen hedge.
Finishing touches include clipped topiary balls in white
containers and a selection of Rosara furniture.

The Cotswold Home is rated Outstanding by CQC, and
is located in Bradwell Village and offers a home from
home for discerning guests who appreciate the comfort,
quality and exceptional care that we offer. There are 51
en-suite bedrooms and both nursing and personal care
are provided on a permanent or short stay basis, as well
as offering end of life care. Rooms offer views over the
attractive landscaped gardens or courtyards, which are
well laid out and provide a pleasant place to stroll and
enjoy the fresh air. From award-winning restaurant style
dining to industry-leading social engagement, The
Cotswold Home provides the highest level of service
and facilities.
If you would like more information about our home
please contact Helen Adams on 01993 824225
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passive aggressive letters to a magazine tarring everyone
with the same brush is not fair.
As for the letter headed Poo Corner – again very
prejudiced. I’m sure the person who bagged it must have
dropped it accidentally. I use those bags as do many
thousands of dog walkers, we don’t actually have
personal poo bags as insinuated in the letter.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

The tone of the town council letter was condescending
and threatening when it mentions banning dog walking on
the Rec. My family and I have walked our dogs for 50+
years on the Rec and they have never worried anyone. I
think you will find that across the football pitch and around
the side of the Rec there are public footpaths so you
wouldn’t be able to ban anyone from using the Rec.

Service Memories
When I became 20 years old I decided to join the WRAF
after working for a solicitor for three years as a secretary/
shorthand-typist. I was sent for training, drill etc to RAF
Spitalgate at Grantham. After six weeks my Flight B was
‘passed out’ for the first time by royalty, i.e. Princess Alice,
and we were on TV that night. I then went to RAF
Hereford for six weeks’ trade training and then to RAF
Mountbatten, Plymouth. I was persuaded by the RAF to
still work as a shorthand-typist.
Eventually I was posted to the Ministry of Defence,
London, where I was ‘positive vetted’ to do top secret and
cosmic top secret work in the chiefs of staff secretariat.
The chief of staff was Earl Mountbatten, who I saw quite
often.
Once more I was posted, to Aden where there was a
Cold War happening and the forces weren’t welcome.
Leaflets were being dropped from planes telling us to get
out of Aden. Us girls were on a compound with a high
fence and guarded at all times by an armed Arab guard. It
was so hot and humid and with barely any rain but I loved
it there and worked for a group captain.

I would like to close in saying Burford is a lovely place
to live. It has always been welcoming to visitors with or
without dogs and I hope that will continue, especially in
these uncertain times for our local businesses.
Julie Morse
In response to the letter in the June issue regarding dog
control, please do not tar all dog owners and dogs with the
same brush. I do let my dog off the lead over the Rec and
have done for years without incident. The dog field is not
suitable for a dog to chase a ball due to the large number of
rabbits holes which our previous dog fell down and injured
his leg. My dog is not interested in anyone or any dogs,
only me and his ball, and being a responsible dog owner if
I thought he might run up to someone I would put him
straight on a a lead. All dogs are entitled to run just as
much as people are entitled to enjoy a walk or run. If plans
to restrict dogs to the West Field are implemented, then
maybe the football teams need to stop parking their cars on
there as it is not safe and the car boot sale should be moved
to the Rec. I fully understand the concerns of people and
the town council but the dog field is not suitable to run a
dog and I feel there are no other fields in Burford suitable.
Sally Andrew

Two of us girls asked if we could fly on a Belvedere
helicopter which had two propellers. We flew over the
Yemeni mountains. I went on USS Sailfish, an American
submarine, but it wasn’t submerged at the time! At Little
Aden there were army tanks and I was able to ride inside
one of them. Very claustrophobic!
One day an aircraft carrier appeared, moored out at sea.
Some of us were able to get on an RAF motor boat to go
out to it and go on board. We had to climb steep steps up
the side of the carrier. The deck was a large lift, part of the
landing strip, and this went down to the depths of the
carrier where aeroplanes were being repaired and serviced.

My name is Jax and I am a friendly Cocker Spaniel and
have lived in Burford all my life. After reading some of the
letters in the last edition of The Bridge I was a little sad to
read so many negative letters about us dogs in the park*
and local walkways. I have a few niggles myself so here
they are.
1. The litter that humans leave behind: I have to stop my
walk whilst my owner picks it all up and moans about it,
not worth sending a picture in as my paws are too big for
the camera.
2. During the lockdown I got scared by a mini moto and a
petrol scooter using the park as a race track. I went home
early that day.
3. When I’m allowed off the lead I always have to look and
check in the dog field now to make sure those motor cars
are not racing towards me trying to park in my field. I have
noticed they leave the gate open also whilst parked.

I later married a member of the RAF and we lived at
RAF Biggin Hill where our son Paul was born and then in
Malta for three years where our son Chris was born.
Now I’m here in Burford where it’s beautiful and
peaceful most of the time but I wouldn’t have missed my
WRAF days for anything.
Mrs Tracey Lancaster

In Defence of Dogs
After reading last month’s copy of The Bridge I was
disappointed and offended by the comments made about
dog walking on the Rec.
As a dog owner I found the articles to be incredibly
biased one sided attacks that didn't allow responsible dog
owners a right of reply.
The vast majority of dog owners are responsible and are
able to keep their dogs under control. I fully agree that if
this is not the case and the owner is not able to keep their
dog under control, then they need to have the common
sense to keep their dog on a lead. But I am deeply offended
at the sub-textual content implying that all dog owners are
irresponsible and should keep their dog on a lead. There
are things that annoy everyone, but writing one-sided

4. I have seen also a petrol remote controlled car whizzing
around the fields...now that was scary for us dogs.
The park* is a very special place and very important for us
local dogs to take exercise. We don’t usually have a voice
on these matters but I thought it important for you all to
hear an alternative view without making any threats.
Jax aged 4 (dictated or rather barked to Nick Brookwell)
(From Jax’s perspective the Rec and West Field are big
places and he therefore refers to them as the ‘park’.
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL
REPORTS

bridge and replace it with a penguin or parrot crossing
which is a form of souped up pelican crossing – this
whilst agreeing that a bridge was the safest option! By
the end of the year common sense and wiser counsel had
prevailed and the demolition of the existing bridge was
suspended to allow time for a review of other options
such as a brand new bridge or repairing the old one.
The CV Battle
We all now recognise that the speed with which BEAT
(Burford Emergency Action Team) sprang into action
was a major factor in reducing the stress and worry to
which our vulnerable residents were subjected when the
country first went into lockdown. Without exception,
everyone who could answered the call. Wards were
allocated, town councillors became ward managers,
street managers were appointed and volunteers called
for. Sixty-four responded! By the end of the year all our
“at risk” residents were being well looked after and I
have no doubt that this level of kindness, compassion
and, indeed, service will continue until we have beaten
this evil. Burford is that kind of place.
John White - Mayor

Mayor’s Report for the year 1 May 2019 to 30
April 2020
Due to the CV (Covid-19) attack, we have had to cancel
our normal face-to-face AGM and resort to written
reports. This is my report for the last local authority
year.
I will start where I normally finish. This has been a
tough year in terms of the volume of work the Burford
Triumvirate has had to undertake and also in terms of
the difficulty of much of that work. I am therefore very
glad to have this opportunity to express, on your behalf
and on behalf of the council, our deep gratitude to
Maggie Andrews, the clerk to Burford, Johnny Yeatman,
our responsible financial officer, and David Buckland,
our lengthman. Without those three Burford would not
be the place it is. Similarly, your councillors (all
volunteers let it be remembered) have beavered away
uncomplainingly at the multitude of tasks facing them –
we are equally indebted to them.
HGVs
In July OCC formally recognised the damage being
done to the town by HGVs and imposed a 7.5 tonne
weight limit on vehicles using the High Street. This is
for an experimental period of 18 months and subject to
certain conditions one of which is that Burford should
pay the cost of the necessary signage and much of the
cost of enforcement. So we rolled up our sleeves and set
about what seemed to be the daunting task of raising
£150k. Unsurprisingly, the town reacted splendidly and,
magnificently led by a donation from Cotswold Wildlife
Park, we had reached our target by Christmas. By the
end of March a large chunk of the legal documentation
was in place. Since then we have ordered the signs and
installation is scheduled to commence on 29 June. There
is still much to be done in sorting out the enforcement
process but we are on the march!
20 mph Scheme
This really was the year of the road sign. A scheme to
make all the roads in the town (except the A40) subject
to a 20 mph limit was hatched, approved by OCC and
was ready to be appropriately sign posted when the CV
lockdown started. It is ready to go as soon as CV has
gone.
A40 Footbridge
More road stuff, I fear. This is the bridge over the A40
which 250 students a day use to get to and from Burford
School. The central span was damaged by a passing low
loader with an agricultural behemoth on it. OCC carried
out a structural survey, proclaimed the bridge dangerous
and closed it. A series of light-controlled temporary
crossings were installed, all of which were disastrously
inefficient and perilous. The first effort was radio
controlled. Unfortunately OCC had forgotten about
Brize Norton – it was quickly established that passing
aircraft interfered with the radio connection, causing the
lights to fail. While all this was being sorted out OCC
came up with a cunning scheme to demolish the existing

Other Reports

Planning
The applications for the last year have been mainly for
home extensions, improvement and upgrades.
The Planning Committee have dealt with each
application on its individual merit bearing in mind that
Burford in general is in a conservation area with many
listed buildings.
The new development on Shilton Road is under
construction. The council feel this development will
benefit the town commercially and offer many
affordable homes to local families who are either
expanding or wish to remain in the Burford parish.
Pavilion
The Pavilion remains water tight, functional and from
time to time is let out for children's parties.
The regular event user is Clanfield FC. They use the
Pavilion and the football pitches during the football
season with junior teams participating. It is good to see
many supporters when the teams are playing.
Councillor M Taubenheim - Committee chairman
WODC Councillor
The first nine months of the municipal year have paled
into insignificance compared with the period from
March to May 2020. However, they were significant and
need to be noted.
The Oxfordshire Growth Board secured £215m from
central government and a significant amount has been
spent in West Oxfordshire providing affordable housing.
Oxfordshire is a net contributor to the UK Treasury and
growth is being focussed here, especially for spin off
companies from Oxford University.
The Shilton Road development started and proceeds
rapidly. This will provide affordable housing, 50% for
local people at the first letting, as well as residential and
extra care housing for those more mature and less agile
members of society. Eventually, a care home will be
added to the site. Some landscape planting has taken
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place but the recent dry weather was against it although
a long-term replacement condition requires the
replacement of any dead trees.
In October 2019, the rains came, water in abundance
such that the car park flooded three times and had to be
closed. More importantly buildings and houses in the
bridge area were in grave danger of flooding and the
northern spillway in Bury Orchard was widened to
provide protection. Now that it has not rained for weeks
the reservoirs filled in October are emptying fast and a
hosepipe ban looms. Water consumption has increased
due to lockdown.
In March 2020 Covid-19 became a pandemic and
lockdown started. The local councils restructured into
their Gold, Silver and Bronze emergency centres to
provide support to the community, ensure that
government guidelines and rules were obeyed and that
everyone stayed as safe as possible. Ubico continued
waste collection and other officers continued Revenue
and Benefits, emergency funding to businesses and other
such tasks. The offices were closed and everyone
worked from home. At the beginning of the year Zoom
was probably only known to teenagers, now everyone is
familiar with Zoom, Cisco Webex and MS Teams. We
all have meetings from homes with Hawaiian
backgrounds; well, it is 25 degC or more at the moment.
The town is virtually empty and at the time of writing
we have only ten or 15 cars a day using our 166 space
car park. The district council intends taking four of those
spaces as electric car charging points. Does it matter?
The planning application to extend the car park by a
further 165 spaces is still under consideration… do we
need those spaces? We are likely to lose ten shops on the
High Street so maybe we don’t. Will life return to that
we knew a year ago?
This year is shaping up to be something of a write off
and everything is on hold till May 2021 in terms of
district elections and assignments to committees etc.
Then I will have just one year to go before the next
district council election in Burford for a new councillor,
that is in May 2022. Planning continues and I have just
finished a three and a half hour Webex meeting of the
Uplands Planning Committee, the first since the March
physical meeting. All Council Meetings are now Webex
Meetings, maybe that is the shape of the future. The
restructuring for Covid-19 means that planning is about
the only progressive function at present. The catch-up
nature of today’s meeting meant that 201 applications
were dealt with as committee debated decisions or
delegated sanctioned decisions.
Derek Cotterill - District councillor1 June 2020
Environmental
Over the last year we have experienced the ongoing
problem with potholes, however we continue to report
these to Fix My Street and eventually they do get
repaired.
Refuse bins are often left outside properties,
sometimes for a considerable time after they have been
emptied. It is an offence to do so and the offenders are
reported to WODC.
Two new benches have been installed, one by the Tolsey
and one at the Priory Lane/Tanners Lane junction. They

are well used and we are grateful to the donors for their
generosity. (*Photos following the BTC reports)
Most streets in Burford are tidy due to lock down.
This has meant our lengthman David Buckland is able to
get to kerbs and other areas where there are no parked
cars. Council members continue to arrange working
parties, sweeping areas and litter picking.
Cemetery
Space is getting short but the Committee have identified
a few areas where plots can be situated. In time we will
have to extend up into the next field.
Visitors continue to drive to the top of the cemetery
and on occasions have damaged gravestones. A bollard
will be placed at the entrance of the second driveway to
deter motorists unless authorised or having disabled
passengers. Walls continue to be maintained or rebuilt.
Councillor J Tunnell-Westmacott - Committee chairman
Recreation Ground
Covid-19 has thrown our world into chaos as we are all
aware, however our lengthman Dave Buckland
continues to do sterling work. Not only keeping the
grounds tidy but reconstructing walls as they deteriorate
and cutting back growth adjoining the highway to
maintain visibility for safe access. Thank you Dave.
Westfield: The gate to the A40 has been replaced and is
now slightly wider. This enabled the lorry bringing
pallets for the annual bonfire to reverse in and be
unloaded by forklift thanks to Hickman Brothers and
their team. This also made construction of the bonfire
far easier with the final touches left to the town’s fire
fighters.
Play Ground: Plans to completely refurbish are still in
progress but are dependent on a considerable amount of
fund raising.
Trees: Of the five Beech trees planted near the wall
alongside the A40 in October 2017 two expired in the
drought of 2018. They have since been replaced as part
of a tree planting project funded by the town and driven
by Lucy Staveley and assisted by Ken Sparrowhawk.
Along with these two there have been five more planted
adjacent and on the same line in Westfield along with an
oak near the gate to the Rec. The space between these
and the wall has been planted with low level shrubs and
will be left to grow wild through the summer to
encourage insect life with the flora cut back in autumn
and spring. Several smaller trees were also planted on
the lower end of the Rec near Tanners Lane and in the
Scout garden area.
Car Park:The Tanners Lane housing construction work
is complete and no more large vehicles should be using
the car park. So we have been able to undertake the long
awaited repair to the entrance with a tarmac apron.
Dog Walkers:Whilst most adhere to the rules dog
walkers on the Rec are especially asked to please keep
dogs on a lead during the Covid-19 crisis. There have
been complaints from elderly vulnerables of dogs
approaching them while exercising and owners breaking
social distancing rules to retrieve them, thus causing
unnecessary alarm and additional stress to those less
able in these troubled times. Westfield continues to
provide essential off lead exercise for dogs of course.
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Boys Football: Boys football continues to flourish under
the umbrella of Clanfield FC. The coaches, managers
and parents have contributed towards the facility the
town provides over the past 12 months. A little at a time
the pavilion has been redecorated inside and out with all
minor repairs undertaken by parents with the relevant
skills. This also includes beefing up the entrance to
Westfield for vehicle access for parking when the
existing car park is full and making good any damage
when wet weather causing “furrowing” has occurred.
This year they are also contributing to pay for extra
grass cuts on the Rec to prevent the “hay ball” scenario
we have had previously. All in all a welcome
contribution bringing life back to the Rec. Thank you
one and all.
Cllr Frank Triggs - Committee chairman

Steering committee:- David Cohen (chairman), John
Yeatman (treasurer), Brig. Clendon Daukes, Rev. Cedric
Reavley, Christopher Walker (chairman Tolsey Museum).
David Cohen - Chairman of trustees

More on the Archive
In common with all charities we have been severely
affected by the present pandemic; with people and major
trust funds donating, quite rightly, to those organisations
that are combating/mitigating this frightening and
indiscriminate virus. Our fund raising efforts will now
have to be put on hold until the world returns to its “new
normal”. In the meantime our coffers are being
increased by the wonderful initiatives of local people.
Jean Gray, and her under gardener Ken, have raised a
magnificent amount from a huge plant sale. Peter Martin
for the Burford and District Society has rallied Burford
residents to producing masks available at the surgery for
a donation, and the book Burford and its Soul will be
sold (Derek Cotterill’s article below) with all profits
going to the archive fund. A huge thank you to all of the
above. We have a website
www.burfordcommunityarchive.org which will give
more information about our project and where you can
donate.
David Cohen
Burford and its Soul
A year ago three Italian photographers from our twin
town, Potenza Picena, comprehensively photographed
Burford and many of its people. They have produced a
superb book which was launched in Potenza Picena on
11 January this year. Copies have been shipped to
Burford and a launch was planned for April but
Covid-19 stamped on that idea and the wine stayed in
the bottles.

The Falkland Hall Charity - Report for the year
January to December 2019
The Falkland Hall was built as a large merchant house in
1558 by Edmund Sylvester. It was purchased by the
Town Institute in 1920. The ground floor was used for
meetings and entertainment and the top floor was a
Men’s Institute. In the 1960s the hall was neglected and
in a state of disrepair. It was then the trustees let the
building on a commercial basis.
A new trust scheme came into being in 1974 and ran
until the present scheme was sealed on 11 January 1985
as The Falkland Hall Charity. The title to the land is
vested in the Official Custodian for Charities in trust for
The Falkland Hall Charity. The trustees must apply the
charity’s income in meeting the proper costs of
administering the charity and of managing the property,
including the repair and insurance of the property. After
payment of these costs the trustees shall apply the
remaining income, as they think fit, for any charitable
purposes that benefit the inhabitants of Burford and
neighbourhood thereof.
A bank account is held with TSB in Sheep Street
Burford. Investments are held in funds with M & G
investments, and CCLA COIF Charity funds. The
extraordinary repair fund is held within these
investments. The commercial let is managed by
Marriott’s Property LLP. During the period of this report
the trustees fulfilled the requirements of the charity
scheme.
The trustees are:- David Cohen (chairman), John
Yeatman (treasurer), Phillip Adams, Keith Davies, Rev.
Raymond Moody, Rev. Cedric Reavley, Rev. Thomas
Putt (ex officio).
Burford Community Archive
The trustees have purchased The Old Barn in Swan
Lane for the purpose of providing a community archive
for the town. A studio is provided within the barn
providing income which will make the archive selfsustainable. We have received financial support from
WODC, Burford Festival, Burford and District Society,
private trust funds, individual donors and fundraising
events. We have engaged the services of a professional
fund raising firm (Ingham Pinnock Assoc. in
Cambridge) to help us complete our task. The project
has a web site: burfordcommunityarchive.org

As the lockdown eases a little we would like to make
the book available. It is 312 pages, weighs 1.6kg, and is
a journey through the life of Burford visiting some
corners about which you might be completely unaware.
The cost of the book is £25-00 per copy and proceeds go
to the Tolsey Archive Fund.
Copies may be obtained by telephoning David
Cohen, 07899 837482, or Derek Cotterill, 01993
823188, and making a payment via BACS to the
Falkland Hall Charity, 30-91-43, 00157448. If BACS is
not possible cash with your details can be accepted.
Derek Cotterill
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Thank you from NHS staff to teachers
To mark National Thank a Teacher Day on Wednesday
20 May, Oxford University Hospitals (OUH) chair,
Professor Sir Jonathan Montgomery and chief executive
officer, Dr Bruno Holthof wrote to all head teachers of
schools in Oxfordshire to thank them and their staff for
everything they are doing for the children of NHS staff
and other key workers.
Army of staff return to the NHS frontline
The NHS is grateful to everyone who has answered the
call and returned to the NHS frontline to support
patients during the COVID-19 pandemic. A total of 339
people – nurses, doctors, midwives, and others – have
been recruited to Oxford University Hospitals through
NHS Professionals’ Rapid Response scheme.
Reassuring patients of safe cancer care
Patients receiving cancer care in Oxfordshire have been
reminded that safe cancer care is still available to them
during the COVID-19 pandemic. A recent national
survey suggested that getting COVID-19, or giving it to
their family, were among the top reasons that people
would not come forward with cancer symptoms, along
with fears they could be a burden to the health service.
It is important that people do not miss out on cancer
care because of fears around COVID-19. Finding and
treating cancer early gives the best chance to cure it, and
ignoring potential problems can have serious
consequences now or in the future.
Ongoing care and treatment is just as important, as
many of these are also curative and can control disease
long term. Robust procedures are in place to ensure safe
care and patients should feel confident in the fact that
they are in a safe environment and that their treatment
can continue as it always did.

*The new seats by the Tolsey and in Sheep Street
referred to in the annual report.

********************************************

OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT

Planning for life after lockdown
Bold transport plans are under discussion for
Oxfordshire as the county begins to emerge from
lockdown. Ideas were invited from all 63 county
councillors on potential changes to roads and transport
networks in response to the government’s national £250
million cash fund. Suggestions were received from
across the county as the council seeks to make sure that
every town and village will benefit from how the funds
are invested. The plans, which are being developed in
partnership with the city and district councils, will have
a strong focus on encouraging residents to walk and
cycle, and will enable Oxfordshire to make strides
towards sustainable and zero
emission transport as well as
support public health and
safety as public spaces begin
to reopen.
I would also like to continue
to show huge appreciation to
all the residents who continue
to work to help us get
through this difficult time.
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and
nfjuk3@gmail.com

Oxfordshire NHS and local authority partners continue
to work together in responding to the COVID-19
pandemic. This has highlighted some of the initiatives
that have been put in place to ensure local people can be
cared for safely, some of the campaigns that have been
run with the media and through our collective social
media channels to help people understand how they can
play their part in keeping safe and how to use services
during the lockdown.
Many of the changes put in place have used
technology to help provide safe distance during
consultations using video conferencing and telephones
as much as possible to reduce the risks of spreading the
infection.
As we begin to see the lockdown ease, we are now
working together to plan for recovery. More information
will follow over the coming weeks.
Test and Trace
Following the recent announcements Oxfordshire
system partners are working together on what needs to
be prepared locally. This is a fast-evolving situation and
we will update on a regular basis.
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BURFORD SURGERY

BURFORD SCHOOL FOUNDATION

Burford Surgery would like to take this opportunity to
thank all their patients for bearing with us in the changes
we have had to enforce during Covid-19. We have felt very
supported and also received kind donations e.g. scrubs,
hand creams, cakes, and flowers. During these difficult
times, our spirits have been kept high and we feel very
fortunate to work within such a caring community.
Since Covid-19 we have had to make significant
changes to the way we work and we wanted to outline
some of the changes below.
We are now operating on a total doctor telephone triage
system only (the doctors will assess over the telephone
whether or not the patient needs to come in to eliminate
risk). We must ensure that we have measures in place to
provide safe care to our patients. It is vital that you do not
visit the surgery without being asked to by a member of our
team. The doctors will invite you for an appointment if it
is necessary. If you have COVID symptoms you will be
asked to remain in the carpark until the doctor is ready to
see you. The initial assessment will occur in the car park,
then if the doctor needs to bring you into the building, this
will be done via a side entrance. Please do not delay
contacting us if you need to, it is essential during these
unprecedented times that you continue to seek advice when
required.
Please come to the Surgery on your own whenever
possible. The Practice must limit the numbers of people
within the building at any given time to comply with the
government’s safe distancing policy. Family members or
helpers will be asked to remain outside the building
whenever possible, unless the patient needs a carer or a
parent to be with them.
The waiting room has been altered so that it will only
hold approximately three patients at any one time. Patients
will be seen in the usual consulting rooms, but we are
encouraging patients to wear a face covering/mask to help
protect themselves and staff.
Safe Cancer Care: the Oxford University Hospitals need
you to be totally reassured that patients can still receive
their care in a safe environment, despite the Covid-19
outbreak. These include designating the Churchill Hospital
as a ‘cold’ site, which means that the presence of Covid-19
is brought down to an absolute minimum.
In addition at the Churchill, they are
• restricting extra visitors to the Centre;
• using screening questionnaires and temperature checks
for all patients and visitors who attend the Cancer/
Haematology Outpatient Department, the Day
Treatment Unit (chemotherapy) or the Radiotherapy
department – and providing them with masks where
appropriate;
• ensuring safe distancing;
• offering telephone and video appointments where
necessary and appropriate.
You may be aware that we turned our Carterton site into
a COVID assessment hub. Due to the sterling efforts made
within the community by adhering to social distancing, we
have now been able to close the hub. We will be reviewing
starting limited services back at Carterton depending on the
COVID cases within the community.
Finally thanks again for the help and support of our
community and staff. We feel very lucky to have such an
amazing team who have worked under extreme pressure at
times and put themselves on the frontline. Thank you all, it
is greatly appreciated.
Kim Yarnold

Treasurer Sought

God loves to hear us pray, and in fact, we can pray
anywhere, at any time and about anything. We also
know that for many people, they appreciate being able
to come to our historic buildings, where people have
met for centuries, to be still and to pray. Due to the
lifting of some lockdown measures, I’m delighted to say
that as I write we’re in the final stages of getting some
of our church buildings prepared to open for private
prayer.
As a first step, we’ll open for one hour twice a week to
enable you, our local community, to come, be quiet and
pray. In due course, we hope to be able to open for
more hours, and eventually for services - although this is
probably some way off.
Burford and Swinbrook parish churches are open
from 6-7pm on Monday and Friday.
Fulbrook will be open from 10-11am on Friday and
6-7pm on 6 July.
Services continue online at 10am every Sunday or catch
up at www.burfordchurch.org/Sunday-services-1.
If you would like someone to pray for you, or you have
any prayer requests, please email us at
communityprayer@burfordchurch.org
All updates, including information about opening times
and our services, can be found at
www.burfordchurch.org
Tom Putt - Vicar of Burford with Fulbrook, Taynton,
Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford

LOCAL LOCKDOWN HERO!
The Bridge pays tribute to Peter
Martin for assembling such
fascinating newsletters for the
members of the BDS and those
to whom the newsletters have
been forwarded. These must
have taken a long time to put
together and they have provided
much entertainment, cultural
information and, inter alia,
advice about how to make
and purchase masks.
Thank you Peter!
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Burford School Foundation is a long established local
charity. The Foundation is an independent charity
responsible for a number of properties in Burford and a
growing portfolio of investments. It uses its resources
to support the two local schools with items that are not
usually part of the normal curriculum. It also supports
local students with bursaries and grants for higher or
further education. The trustees manage the assets and
investments as a team and agree the use of the funds for
school projects and student support.
The Foundation has a vacancy for a trustee and
would like someone to join the team who would be
willing to take on the role of treasurer. This role
encompasses all aspects of the Foundation’s work from
receiving rents, paying suppliers for maintenance work
on properties and liaising with fund managers investing
the monetary assets. The day-to-day accounting is
handled by a local accountancy firm and monetary
endowments are managed by two separate financial
investment companies. All is managed and monitored
on-line.
Although the trustees have four to six plenary
meetings a year, the financial monitoring and
involvement is more frequent.
More information can be obtained from:
The Foundation chairman, Andrew Beaney on 01993
832039, Ruth Reavley on 01993 823957 or Derek
Cotterill on 01993 823188.

BUSINESSES URGED TO GET ON
THE MAP

*******************************************

West Oxfordshire District Council say that, while
lockdown may be easing, residents still need support
when it comes to finding good food.
A map has been created on the council’s website
which includes details of a range of businesses from
pubs to village shops that are open for delivery and / or
takeaway.
Any food business offering takeaway and / or
delivery should send their details to:
response.hub@westoxon.gov.uk
The map can be seen here:
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/communities-and-leisure/
coronavirus-community-support/
WODC Communications

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT

Lockdown is easing, public toilets are
opening; what a relief! Burford’s toilets
have reopened and progressively others are
opening across the District. Doors are being
propped open but this is not Clochemerle,
you will have privacy. Door handles will
need to be cleaned but have your hand sanitiser with you
in case the hand washing facilities are out of soap or
have low water pressure. There
will be notices about social
distancing everywhere. Shops are
being given advice and notice
packs so that they can also open.
However, all council meetings
are still on-line using Zoom,
Webex or Teams.
Derek Cotterill - 10 June 2020
WODC advise that new safety
measures in public loos include social distancing
markers on both the inside and the outside of the toilets.
Some of the cubicles will be closed to help maintain
social distancing and when the toilets are being cleaned
they will be temporarily closed. Anyone who does use
the toilet facilities is reminded that they do so at their
own risk. They are also advised to maintain social
distancing at two metres apart, to use hand sanitiser
before entering and to wash their hands thoroughly
afterwards.- Editors

BURFORD FOOT CLINIC HAS
REOPENED
Ramona Gogolos’s foot clinic is now open again in
Castle Yard, Burford, and she assures her clients that
she is following government guidelines and keeping a
distance as much as possible. Her patients should
wear a mask or scarf and Ramona will be wearing
protective equipment. Disinfectant gel and wipes are
provided. Please do not make an appointment if
there are any symptoms in your household.
Mobile: 07884 318091.
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Your continued support and understanding is much
appreciated and has enabled us and the suppliers to keep
our show on the road, during these testing times.
Peter Martin (Chairman)

ERRORS AND OMISSIONS
Apologies to Brian Kay
for reporting in our June
edition that he was a
member of the King’s
Singers from 1968 to
1882. To avoid any
confusion over his age
or any impression that
he is some sort of
reverse time traveller,
we should make clear
that the correct dates
were 1968-1982.
Editors

*********************************************

LOCAL WALKS WITH THE
COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS

Although there are currently no guided walks taking place
a programme is being prepared which we hope to deliver
from August. Depending on how things progress these will
be published on
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/
walking/
Walks will have limited numbers and a booking system
will be in operation, so check the website for details. In
the meantime, please try one of our many self-guided
walks that can be found at
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/
walking/self-guided-walks/
The walk leaders are very much looking forward to
showing you the beautiful Cotswold countryside when it is
safe to do so.
Sheila Wasley

*********************************************

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE
Exceptional times need exceptional measures, which is
why, with the cooperation of our members we held our
first virtual AGM on 30 May 2020, which had the
knock-on benefit of saving us the cost of hiring the
usual crowd control team. As ever, one of the AGMs
highlights for many members, (of whom we now have
242), is to discover how close their guesstimates are to
the actual figures achieved for the past year. These were
were revealed as:
Oil Orders Placed
Number of orders placed
Total Litres Placed
Total Value of orders
Average Price per Litre

2019/20
612
519,650
£200,504
38.6p

Sunset field in Fulbrook photographed by Simon Lukauskas

THE BRIDGE TEAM
As well as a large number of valuable, helpful
distributors, the Bridge Team consists of:

2018/19
577
462.370
£208.615
45.1p

Advertising Manager
Commercial Artist
Editors
Founder/Chief Distributor
Proof Reader
Website and IT Adviser

Yet again there were unanticipated surprises. The first
being that to minimise Covid-19 pandemic risks, we will
now accept telephone orders on 01993 822462 (as a trial
run for 12 months).
The second is that the £5 membership fee, which is now
due to cover June 2020 to May 2021) can be paid by bank
transfer – but it is essential that your name is quoted in the
reference. Membership Application / Renewals forms can
be downloaded from our website as follows http://
www.burfordoil.co.uk/downloads/
Applicationform2020.pdf

Stephen Richards
David Mostyn
Gordon and Elaine Elliot
Clendon Daukes
Judy Cumming
Pete Freeman

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of
the magazine is 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please contact:
editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles for us
at Burford News for us to collect.

David Cohen and Frank Triggs reported on
these swans on the river Windrush.

Sadly no onForm from Asthall Manor in 2020 but
these were two of the stunning sculptures from 2018.

Clendon Daukes wonders if any sharp-eyed Burfordians can recognise the whereabouts of these photographs.

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of
the month preceding publication. Please contact:

All the items were passed as agreed. Thanks were given
to all the officers, in particular Lucy Viner for the amazing
deal she achieves, (the best being 15.75p per litre during
the lockdown). But undoubtedly the star of the show is
Peter Higgs who brilliantly manages the whole operation
and to whom special thanks were once again given. After
fighting off stiff nil competition all the following officers
were re-elected.

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk

DONATIONS
The Bridge team members are all volunteers and the
magazine is funded by our advertisers and by kind
donations made by our readers. A year’s printing cost
of the magazine is just under £17 per household. If
you would like to make a contribution, please send
this to:V.J. Hancock and Co, The Zinc Building,
Ventura Park, Broadshires Way, Carterton, Oxon
OX18 1AD or leave a donation at Burford News for
us to collect. Cheques should be made payable to The
Bridge. Thank you very much for your support.

Chair Peter Martin
Secretary Rob McKay
Committee Jenny Walker
Administrator Peter Higgs
Committee David Cohen
Treasurer and Negotiator Lucy Viner
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES

9 OUT OF 10 CUSTOMERS
RENEW WITH US EACH YEAR

Company Name

Business Type

Phone

Antiques @ The George

Award winning, friendly antiques centre

01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo

Find us at Christmas Court in Burford

01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital

(Burford Branch) Large and small animal care

01608 642547

CJD Architects

Chartered Architects

01993 823646

To find out why, talk to us today about your home and car insurance needs.

The Cotswold Cheese Company

We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat)

01993 823882

Call your
your local
localXXXXX
Witney agency
agency on:
on:

Cotswold Painting & Decorating

All Painting and Decorating

01993 823670
07919 886685

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd

Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

01993 822226

Jenny Smith

Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held.

07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors

Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk

01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher

Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists

01993 220579

Light My Night

Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk

01865 460300

Mallams

Auctioneers and Valuers

01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM

Piano Teacher

01993 774568

Painter and Decorator

01451 810376
07788 896496

Peter Garratt
StayCotswold

Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com

01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees

Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs

01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage

Vehicle servicing & repairs. MOT Testing Station

01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd

Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk

01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA

Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits

01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate

Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk

01993 220281

ElWell

Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older

01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic

Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ

01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffer Services

Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk

07920 135157

Tony Williams

Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations

07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer

for all your Airport & Cruise transfers

01993823152
07751472125

Computer problems fixed!

Contact Colin

07887 532252

The Stone Gallery

Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen. Paperweights &
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk

01993 823302
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Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England.
The NationalOffice:
Farmers Tiddington
Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited
111982).
Registered in England.
Registered
Office: Tiddington
Road, Stratford
upon Avon, Warwickshire
CV37regulated
7BJ.
Registered
Road, Stratford
upon(No.
Avon,
Warwickshire,
CV37 7BJ.
Authorised
by the Prudential
Regulation
Authority and
by the
Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.
Financial
Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.

D-BB98083C

Executive & VIP Transport

GARDEN &
LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES
Mercedes Benz Saloon and 6 Seat MPV

Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Airport & Seaport Transfers
Business Meetings
Sporting events

Contact sales on 01993
Opening Times

My Chauffeur UK

Saturday

08:00 - 13:00

SKIP & PLANT HIRE

The Regions Premiere Chauffeur Service

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ

RAMONA GOGOLOS MCFHP
MAFHP
FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Monday - Friday 07:30 - 17:00

WWW.mychauffeuruk.co.uk
Info@mychauffeuruk.co.uk
08000 72 52 92

Services:toe nail trimming
ingrowing nail
thickened nails
corn and callus removal
fungal nail treatment
verruca treatment
diabetic foot advice

CJD Architects
Chartered Practice

The Practice is experienced, dedicated, flexible & regularly
appointed for its innovative, creative & exciting design solutions.
Clients receive the closest of personal attention in the
development of their ideas and aspirations :ü exploring exciting spacial solutions
ü consideration of the existing site features & surroundings
ü sound practical construction knowledge
ü using sustainable materials
ü achieving high levels of insulation to minimise energy usage

Burford Foot Clinic: Castles Yard,
Pytts Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ
(By appointment only)
Home visits also available
Tel: 01993 200 980
Mob: 07884318091

All sensitively & practicably co-ordinated to ensure a unique
solution creating exciting & efficient spaces, all energy efficient
& of which all may be proud.
Contact
Christopher J Davis ARIBA, ACArch
CJD Architects, 44, Taynton, Oxfordshire OX18 4UH
T: 01993 823646
E: chris@a-cjd.co.uk
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822226

EXCEPTIONAL
CARE IN
BURFORD

A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

The Cotswold Home is one of
a select group of care homes
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes
and offers a home from home for
discerning guests who appreciate
comfort, quality and exceptional
care.
We offer personal or nursing care
on a permanent or short stay basis,
as well as end of life care, all to the
same exceptional standard.
TOP

THE COTSWOLD
HOME
Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,
Burford
WR9 0BP

Why not come and see for
yourself?
Call Catherine Lines, our General
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

Advert for 2020

19
20

20

D
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From award-winning restaurant
style dining to beautiful
landscaped gardens and
industry leading staffing levels,
The Costwold Home provides
the highest level of service and
facilities.

Robinson Family
Gardeners

Robinson Family
Gardeners

Reliable and friendly local
gardener

Reliable and friendly local
gardener

Call Jon on 07971 050 244
jonrobinson35@icloud.com

Call Jon on 07971 050 244
jonrobinson35@icloud.com

All types of garden maintenance
carried out along with tree work
and general carpentry

All types of garden maintenance
carried out along with tree work
and general carpentry

www.efhl.co.uk

The Cotswold Cheese Company
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882

Supporting Local Producers

MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com
www.sdd-b.com
Try our great selection of

Renovations, New Builds,
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s
and Landscaping.

Wines

Artisan Cheeses









burford@cotswoldcheese.com



and

Local Beers

along with our delicious

Call 07793 74 73 72
to discuss your project



www.cotswoldcheese.com
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Shaun Guard

TV & WIFI SERVICES

I wish to purchase stamp collections.
Friendly free valuation service without
obligation and immediate payment.

■
■
■
■
■

Also medals, coins, postcards and
other collectables

Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

July 2020

Call Witney 01993 608118

Please call:- David Lord 01993 881862

Keeping safe in
the sunshine as the
lockdown eases

DAVIES
GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turﬁng
Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating
Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes

With the glorious, hot, sunny weather
still with us, now that lockdown has
eased slightly it is all too tempting to
spend our days basking in the warmth
of the summer sun - especially as trips
abroad and long awaited holidays may
have been cancelled.

Rooﬁng Repairs * Power Washing
Distance no object * All work guaranteed

Tel: 01608 643896
Mobile: 07989 831282

Also, it is important to remember to keep well
hydrated at all times and we recommend wearing
a hat to avoid over heating, especially during the
hottest times of the day. We advise our customers
to keep a supply of insect repellents and bite relief
cream in your medicine cabinet at this time of year.
Reavley Chemist has remained open during the past
few months to support the local community during the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Whilst exposure to sunshine is beneficial as a source
of Vitamin D, the risk of skin damage is nevertheless
prevalent and everyone should ensure they use suitable
SP factor sun creams to protect themselves from
sunburn and the dangers of excessive sun exposure
during the summer months.

We are pleased to stock essential protective products
to help keep our customers safe, including facial
protective masks, hand sanitiser,hand soap, tissues,
Paracetamol, vitamin C and zinc tablets - please
contact our pharmacy team if you wish to purchase
any items or to discuss if any product is suitable for
you, should you have any existing medical concerns.

At Reavley Chemist we are delighted to offer a wide
range of pre-sun and after sun care products from a
selection of reputable brands which will suit all skin
types, ages and, importantly, budgets. Nivea Sun,
Riemann P20, Ambre Solere, Piz Buin, Vichy, Malibu,
La Roche-Posay and Solero are all available in a variety
of options - feel free to ask our experienced staff for
advice on which range is best for you and your family.

We look forward to being joined by other
retailers as they reopen their doors over the
next few weeks and our town resumes trading,
whilst respecting the need for social distancing.

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions | Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice
Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines | Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands | Delivery Service Available

Reavley Chemist

Open 7 days a week

124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR

Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm

01993 823144 | info@reavley.co.uk

Saturday 9am – 5pm

www.reavley.co.uk

Sunday 10am – 4pm

Monthly_Editorial_July.indd 1
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Cotswolds
Car Care

The Burford
Veterinary Surgery
1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.

• Wash
your cars

Call 01608 642547 for an appointment
All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet.
 Farm animals including camelids.
 Poultry and game birds.
 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm,
Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.


• Exercise
your cars
07754 617000
Simon

Barguss

CONSTRUCTION LTD
Quarter page, Portrait Template

Historic and listed building specialists
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment

PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE

The Old Bell Foundry
Regional Winner
45 Witney Street
Burford
Tel: 01993 824703
Oxfordshire
email: office@barguss.co.uk
OX18 4RX
web: www.barguss.co.uk

All ASPECTS
PPOF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN
FULLY INSURED
FREE QUOTATIONS
(01993) 868001
office@jagtrees.co.uk
www.jagtrees.co.uk

Manor Cottages
Who are Manor Cottages?
Manor Cottages is the longest running cottage
agency in the Cotswolds with 30 years of
experience. Drawing on a wealth of local
knowledge and located in the heart of Burford.
Our great success relies upon building close
relationships with our owners, who remain
at the heart of our business.
Manor Cottages have just completed a record
year of bookings and we are now actively
looking to increase our portfolio of new
properties for both 2020 and 2021 seasons.
With over 59 Million British Holiday Makers
choosing to holiday in the UK and this year’s
August Bank Holiday saw more than 7 Million
British Holiday Makers choosing to Holiday in
the UK according to Visit Britain. The short
break market is on the increase and there
has never been a better time to join us.

Manor Cottages offer a fully bespoke
managed service for owners. In recent years
we have seen a change in the way the
holiday cottage market operates. The demand
for our 24/7 year round comprehensive
service is increasing. The service includes
housekeeping, linen service, property
maintenance, complaint handling and much
more.
Manor Cottages can confidently predict the
gross annual income, here are some examples
of what you could earn.
Cottage sleeping up to 2 persons £24,000
Cottage sleeping up to 4 persons £33,000
Cottage sleeping up to 6 persons £50,000
Cottage sleeping up to 8 persons £65,000
Cottage sleeping over 10 persons £85,000£140,000

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE
Here at Nicholsons we aim to offer you much more than your typical
garden centre experience.

In 2019 every Manor Cottages property
generated on average 13% higher income per
booking vs 2018. We have a £30 million annual
marketing budget. Come and join us!!

The Plant Centre

Hedging & Screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses
Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy pots | Expert advice & Guidance

What can Manor Cottages offer you?
At Manor Cottages we personally get to
know you and your property, meaning we
offer a very unique service. Every property
benefits from the Unique, Dynamic and
Sophisticated pricing system. The system
prices your property in line with demand
flows whilst maximising (or increasing) income
and bookings.

Rosara - Outdoor style for your garden

Furniture Sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles
Kadais and BBQs | Lighting

The Yurt Café - Delightful treats under canvas

Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Afternoon Tea
Artisan teas | Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome

We would love to hear from you, please call
01993 223416 and speak to Chris, Sonja or
Jon. For more information, visit our website
www.manorcottages.co.uk/letyourcottage

To find out more please visit our website:

www.nicholsonsgb.com

Manor Cottages will give you £300 for joining,

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL
01869 340342

alternatively refer a friend and receive £250.
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more.

For clothes that mean
That add to the
of our lives.

story

We’re Open

Hello Burford
Burford Pop-Up: 45 High St, Burford OX18 4QA
saharalondon.com

