
 
BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL ACTION PLAN 

Coronavirus 
BTC has activated the Burford Emergency Action Plan (“BEAP”) which will be implemented by the Burford 
Emergency Action Team (“BEAT”).  
Each Councillor (“Ward Manager”) will be responsible for a number of streets. Each Ward Manager will appoint a 
resident in each street (“Street Manager”) who will be responsible for compiling a register of “at risk” residents in his/
her street. “At risk” residents means:- 
                                    Over 70s 
                                    Disabled and long term sick 
                                Pregnant women 
                               Anybody else genuinely housebound 
Each Street Manager will be provided with a list of volunteers who are willing to shop or organise shopping, walk 
pets, collect prescriptions, visit regularly or organise visits, do anything else within reason the affected resident cannot 
do for him or her self. 
If you are prepared to be such a volunteer, please let Maggie Andrews know on 01993 823647 or at 
town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk 

It is trite to say so, but true, that together we can get through this. 
John White - Mayor

A monthly magazine covering people and events in our area of the Cotswolds, and delivered to Aldsworth, 
Asthall, Asthall Leigh, the Barringtons, Bradwell Village, Burford, Fordwells, Fulbrook, Holwell, Sherborne, 

Signet, Swinbrook, Taynton, Upton, Widford, Westwell, Windrush.     Volume 11 Number 3  £1.50  
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Celebrating 12 months in Burford 

         SOLD     SOLD              SOLD 

01993 220 579  
burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk  

 

Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA 
 

Antiques Valuation 
Mornings
The first Tuesday of every month 9.00am – 1.00pm 
(next valuation morning 7th April)
at Tayler and Fletcher 
Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford,  
OX18 4QA, 01993 220 579

Ceramics, Silverware, Jewellery,  
Medals, Paintings, Clocks & Watches, 
Chinese and Oriental Ceramics, 
Bronzes, Works of Art

Fine Art Auctioneer Martin Lambert pictured holding a very rare 18th 
century Chinese porcelain Vase made for the Qinglong Emperor  
(1735 – 1796) that sold for £40,000 at a recent auction sale of Fine  
Art and Antiques 

Twelve sales held annually at the North Cotswold 
Saleroom, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2AR   
01451 821666    fineart@taylerandfletcher.co.uk

www.taylerandfletcher.co.uk

W I T H  R I C H M O N D  W I T N E Y

• Home buying service now available   

• Lifestyle packages to upgrade your retirement*

• Support to make your move smooth and easy  
from planning to moving and handling

• Try before you buy with a Richmond Experience

* Costs and charges apply

At Richmond Witney we have many living options to 
suit your retirement lifestyle and now it’s even  
easier than ever to move:

Find us on

For more information please speak to the Village Advisers
Tel: 01993 768652 or email: witney@richmond-villages.com 
www.richmond-villages.com/witney

Richmond Witney, Coral Springs Way, Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 5DG
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CAT	BUDDIES	LTD	t/as	Fudge	Cat	Home	Care	–	very	
experienced	Cotswold	resident	cat	owners	(currently	
7	cats!)	to	look	after	your	cat(s)	when	you	are	away.		
One	or	two	visits	per	day	(more	if	elderly	or	requiring	
medication,	 by	 arrangement).	 We	 also	 have	 two	
border	 collies	 and	 are	 happy	 to	 take	 bookings	 for	
occasional	dog	walks	and	general	day	care	when	you	
are	 out	 and	 cannot	 take	 4-legged	 friend	with!	 	 DBS	
checked,	 NARPS	 insured.	 	 Please	 contact	 Laura	 &	
Nigel	
Mob:		07814478182	
Email	:		Catbuddiesltd@gmail.com			
Web:		www.catbuddiesltd.uk			

NEED A NEW LOOK ?
Why not call in for a free consultation with one 

of our experienced state registered stylists. 
Simply bring this ad with you to qualify for a 
50% discount on your first hair appointment*

WHY CHOOSE US ?
* Professional stylist team

* Cutting specialists
* Hair colouring experts

* Friendly , focused and fun
* Beauty room services

* Easy to find, ample free parking outside or 
on local bus routes 233, S2

Tel : 01993 775100
60-62 Brize Norton Road, Minster Lovell,Wit-

ney Oxfordshire OX290RY
www.fringehairandbeauty.co.uk

Instagram - @fringehairandbeautyltd
Facebook - fringehairandbeauty

*New customers only

RHS Level 2 and 3 Practical Certificates
Places available on Thursdays from September 2020

RHS Level 2 Theory Certificate in Garden Planning
 on Wednesdays from September 2020

BEST in Horticulture Group
The Academy of Practical Horticulture Ltd

For more information contact us:

Course Administrator – 07498 918588
enquiries@bestinhorticulture.co.uk

www.bestinhorticulture.co.uk

Interested in gardening?
Come and learn from the experts 

at an RHS Centre 
at Bampton Garden Plants
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THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH 
PETER MARTIN 

There is allegedly a Yorkshire saying: “Never do owt for 
nowt, and if tha does, allus do it fer thissen”.  Burford is 
fortunate to have at least one much-travelled 
Yorkshireman who does a great deal for nowt and has 
provided a lot for the community in the process. 

     Peter Martin was born in 
Doncaster in what he calls The 
People’s Republic of South 
Yorkshire.  His father was a police 
officer and he has one brother, a 
retired electrical engineer.  He was 
educated at the excellent Doncaster 
Grammar School where he took a 
strong interest in forming clubs and 
societies and in acting.  When 
looking for a career in 1960 he 
wanted something 

with security and 
long-term prospects.  He decided on 
insurance and had interviews with the 
Royal and Eagle Star.  The Royal offered 
him £260 per year and Eagle Star £245 
but he opted for the latter as he liked the 
people there better. He describes this as 
“The best decision in my life” (sorry, 
Pauline) and he stayed with the company 
for 37 years.  At that stage the height of 
his ambition was to climb the ladder to 
work in the great city of Sheffield. 
     In fact his first move was to 
Huddersfield and then to Leeds.  For a 
time he lived in a rented cottage in 
Holmfirth “similar to Norah Batty’s in 
Last of the Summer Wine.”  After years 
of studying to become a Fellow of the 
Chartered Insurance Institute, he took a 
strong interest in politics, rising to become vice chairman 
of the Yorkshire Young Conservatives.  He describes this 
as “95% social and 5% political” and it was where he first 
enjoyed and showed an early aptitude for organising 
events such as discos on the moors and a tented Soul City 
as Nostell Priory.  Politically, he recalled once having a 
discussion with the then foreign secretary, Sir Alec 
Douglas Home, about British policy towards the regime of 
Idi Amin in Uganda.  This was 
eye-opening as it gave him 
insight into how an apparently 
straightforward political issue 
could have many complex 
strands.  Other responsibilities 
included canvassing.  “The 
ladies of the local Conservative Association used to keep 
the more upmarket areas for themselves while the  male 
YCs were sent to the less promising parts of town.  I 
remember, after knocking twice on one door, a women 
shouted through the letter box back to me, ‘Not tonight, 
dearie, we’re being watched’.  There was no note on the 
electoral register that this house was a brothel. She had 
obviously taken me for a punter.” 
     He met Pauline, who also came from Doncaster, 
through the YCs and their first home was at Barwick in 
Elmet near Leeds.  They then moved to Wakefield in 1971, 
his first job as branch manager, where their son, 
Alexander, was born.  This was the start of a very 

peripatetic life which must have made them experts at 
packing and unpacking.  They then went to Hertford 
where daughter Laura arrived and after that to Finchley, 
then Northampton where Peter became area manager.  
Alexander is an IT specialist who lives in Leiden in the 
Netherlands and is currently working on a project in 
Switzerland.  He is 6ft 9in. tall, so he blends in well with 
Dutchmen who are the tallest in the world, and has a son, 
William, who at the age of 15 years is already taller than 
Peter.   Laura and her husband live in Southgate, north 
London, with two children, Sam and Freya.  Laura is head 
of strategic partnerships at the Science Museum in South 
Kensington. 
Peter’s next move in 1983 was to Edinburgh where he 
became manager for Scotland, the first Englishman to hold 
that post.  He says that “coming from Yorkshire, I didn’t 
have a southern accent which apparently at that time was a 
business ‘no no’ to succeed north of the border”.  (We 
challenged this point but it seems that Peter’s Yorkshire 
accent unconsciously strengthens the further north he 

travels).  He fondly remembered his 
“state visits” to various branches where 
he would find flowers on the counter and 
the best china dusted down for the 
occasion.  In one remote and rarely 
visited office he found growbags where 
each staff member had their own tomato 
plant and even mats under desks for their 
dogs to lie on.  He recalls always having 
to check whether the road gates were 
open after snow on the road to Elgin and 
Aberdeen and flying to Shetland where 
the airport terminal at that time was a 
bungalow with passengers waiting for 
their flights in the sitting room.  He also 
witnessed Jim MacColl of the 
Beechgrove Garden television show 
demonstrating how to plant cabbages in 
Shetland (i.e. “tie them to individual 
stakes to stop them blowing away”). 

     Next on the road was London H.O. where Peter became 
agency manager, responsible for the company’s network 
of agents and the business development of the UK branch 
network.  This required a “colossal amount of travelling” 
as he got to know all the branch managers and appointed 
new ones.  At this stage the family were living in 
Sevenoaks at the time when the 1987 ‘non-hurricane’, for 
which Michael Fish is perpetually remembered, swept 

across the country.  Sevenoaks 
lost six of its symbolic oak 
trees.  “The remaining one was 
quickly renamed by the media 
King Oak.” 
     At this point Peter and 

Pauline’s story begins to wend its way towards the 
Cotswolds.  Peter was invited to study marketing at 
Cranfield University and at about the same time Eagle Star 
decided to decentralise its operations to Cheltenham.  (He 
denies any personal responsibility for the “obscene” Eagle 
Tower which is such a blot on the Georgian townscape).  
He was appointed as the company’s first marketing and 
sales manager.  “After a lifetime in sales development, 
understanding the principles of marketing felt as if I had 
completed the circle and gave me the opportunity to 
reposition our image in the marketplace.”  He was based 
not in the notorious tower but at a new administrative head 
office at Bishop’s Cleeve.    “It was designed by people 

“…this house was a brothel. She had obviously 
taken me for a punter.”

Peter aged 13
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who built shopping malls and it looked like one with a 
wide central walkway but with rows of desks instead of 
shops behind the glass fronts.”  He and Pauline moved to 
Broadway. 
     In 1997 Peter was offered (very) early retirement.  He 
seized this.  Although he had loved working for Eagle Star 
for so many years, this gave him the opportunity to set up 
his own management consultancy with a parallel sales and 
marketing arm.  “I was able to introduce training that 
capitalised on my long-held belief that fun is a powerful 
motive which should not be relegated to something people 
seek after work.”  He attracted a range of clients from 
national companies like Boots and Post Office Counters to 
regional organisations and people trying to build up new 
businesses.  This continued until he discovered that he had 
prostate cancer.  He opted for immediate surgery.  “The 
news quickly put life into context.  Consequently I decided 
to wind up my business.” 
 Happily the cancer was 
caught before it had 
spread and he made a 
full recovery.  He then 
decided to occupy 
himself with what had 
previously been a very 
small part of his 
business.  This was an 
outplacement service 
for senior executives 
who had been made 
redundant, helping 
them transition to new 
roles.  The 
management of the 
companies who 
dismissed them often 
had enough of a guilty 
conscience to pay for 
this sort of advice.  
“This was a 
particularly rewarding 
experience working 
with those whose confidence had been shattered and 
helping them to not only rebuild their lives and careers 
(e.g. by marketing their skills) but also in many cases to 
also achieve better positions than they had lost.”  He 
continued with this work on a part- time basis until last 
year when he decided to finally retire and spend more time 
travelling and taking part in  the community. 
     The Martins swapped Broadway for Burford eight 
years ago and immediately threw themselves into local 
activities.  He says he didn’t do the same in Broadway 
simply because he was too busy working.  Broadway’s 
loss has been Burford’s gain.  He seems almost to be 
fizzing with ideas and initiatives.  He made a big 
contribution to the Burford Festival, joining the organising 
committee and being in charge of stewarding 
arrangements for the 2017 festival and then marketing 
manager for the one last year.  His work for the latter 
included setting up a new website through which tickets 
could be sold online and harnessing the power of social 
media to publicise the event.  Although he will not be on 
the committee for the 2021 festival, he is very much 
looking forward to supporting Bill Riseboro, the new 
chairman, for example by again managing the social 
media, the images and some of the other channels of 
communication. 

He also is chairman of the Burford Oil Syndicate and a 
member of the Warwick Hall Management Committee.  
He was vice chairman of The Arts Society Cotswolds but 
stepped down from that this March.  His biggest role at the 
moment is chairman of the Burford and District Society 
which celebrated its 50th anniversary last year.  He points 
out that the objectives for which the society was set up 
include to “support the historic character of the built 
environment through the planning system, to stimulate 
public interest in the local area and to promote its cultural 
and artistic life”.  To further these aims they have recently 
published a full colour laminated leaflet of Burford walks 
which is selling well.  Other innovations have included a 
new logo for the society, its first website (https://
www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk), Facebook and other 
social media pages and illustrated emails that the members 
can click on for more information.  Looking ahead, 
inspired by seeing how well the whole town comes 
together for the Festival, he and the Committee are 

working on an 
intitiative which if 
successful would help 
to promote the 
entirety of our many 
societies, activities, 
organisations and 
churches to those 
considering living in 
or having recently 
moved to Burford and 
District. All this while 
continuing to provide 
a programme of talks, 
outings and social 
events.   
How do he and 
Pauline relax?  He 
mentions three things.  
The first is Normandy 
where they have a 
house deep in the 
countryside in the 

south of the region.    They like to go there as often as 
possible to garden, walk, immerse themselves in the 
French way of life and recharge their batteries.  The 
second is travel.  “For many years we have tried to get to 
places before they become popular destinations e.g. 
Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev in the late sixties when I recall 
wearing Carnaby Street flares when visiting the Kremlin, 
and visiting Beijing, long before their economic boom, 
when the streets were packed with bicycles and a car was 
a rarity.” 
     The third is the Arts.   “It is wonderful to be so near to 
Stratford upon Avon and to be able to stay at our 
daughter’s in London to catch up on exhibitions, museums 
and concerts. We are equally lucky to have a base in the 
Netherlands with its amazingly effective and inexpensive 
public transport that can get us into the Hague, Rotterdam 
or Amsterdam in such a short time. Although in December 
we declined to see the ‘Young Rembrandt’ exhibition in 
Leiden, (his home town); why? Because its next stop was 
to open at the Ashmolean in Oxford  due to run until 7 
June but temporarily closed because of Covid 19.  
     At the time of our interview Peter was busy 
reorganising a trip to Venice which had to be postponed 
because of the virus outbreak but no doubt many more 
travels will soon be coming up as well as more ideas for 
the benefit of the community in Burford. 
Editors 

Peter and Pauline in Palmyria pre Isis destruction
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
Miscellanea 

After all the excitement of the HGV appeal and the 
horrors of the A40 footbridge it is something of a relief 
to get back to the rather more mundane diet of regular 
council business. What are the first signs of spring? 
Blooming daffodils the Burford Horticultural Society 
would say, the end of underwater bowls the Burford 
Bowling Club would say and Friday evening traffic 
jams the Burford Chamber of Trade would say. But here 
at Tolsey Tower we have a more definitive test. As soon 
as we get the first flood of applications for planning 
permissions for sheds, greenhouses and conservatories 
we know that winter is over. The British gardener’s 
talent for self-isolation in his man-cave was self-evident 
long before coronavirus. And why did they name such a 
dread disease after a fat cigar and a kids’ fizzy drink? 
     The fly tippers are back. We wish they would only tip 
flies but any regular visitor to the Guildenford car park 
knows that the large waste disposal bins kindly provided 
by WODC are magnets for all and any kinds of rubbish. 
Last month an entire bathroom was dumped there. Bath, 
basin, lavatory, taps and even the tiles – the place looked 
like a third world B & Q. WODC do a pretty good job 
on the whole emptying the bins on a strictly scheduled 
basis but they cannot be expected to act as municipal rag 
and bone men (remember them?). We are as sure as we 
can be that the culprits are not Burfordians. They are 
probably “commercial” waste disposers who promise 
householders that, for a substantial fee, they will remove 
large scale rubbish to the nearest public tip but who 
actually unload their horrible cargo in our car park. So 
we will take steps. There, that must have put the fear of 
God into them! On this occasion they would be wise to 
be afraid. We shall install CCTV cameras overlooking 
the bin area and the exit and will not hesitate to 
prosecute if we get a clear view of the tippers. Of 
course, if any of you spot such miscreants, please jot 
down their vehicle registration number and give it to us. 
We will hammer them! 
 

And so back to 
Spring. Councillors 
getting married, 
biblical rainfall to 
such an extent that 
David Buckland has 
started an Ark, no 
snow (yet!), Top 
School closed for a 
week for a 
coronavirus-inspired 
deep clean. What was 
I saying about “the 
mundane diet of 
regular council 
business”? 
John White - Mayor 

EDITORIAL 
Well, we never thought we would compile The Bridge in 
circumstances like this.  When we started in early March, 
coronavirus seemed to be heading our way but the timing 
and extent were unclear.  Within days we moved to a crisis 
and then to being told that the country was being virtually 
shut down, possibly for months. and that Burford Town 
Council was activating its emergency plan.  Rarely has the 
expression “going viral” seemed more appropriate. 
     It takes about ten days from when we send this 
magazine to the printers to when it reaches you, so the 
situation will have moved on by the time you read this.  
One sign of the crisis to date has been  shortages in shops 
as people filled their cars with loo paper and paracetamol.  
It seems that one of those irregular English verbs has come 
into use: “I am getting prepared; you are stockpiling; he is 
panic buying.” 
     On the positive side we were impressed by the number 
of kind folk who have already made offers to help out with 
shopping and other tasks for those less able to get about.  
Others have made informal arrangements with 
“coronavirus buddies” so that if one is ill the other will 
provide support.  We don’t doubt that our close local 
communities both in Burford and the surrounding villages 
will support each other while we get through this. 
     During the last few days we have been notified that a 
number of events planned during April and May have had 
to be postponed or cancelled.  Those we know about are 
listed in the box.  However we haven’t  had time to check 
everything individually before going to press so bear in 
mind that events listed in this magazine may have been 
cancelled.  We shall try to keep you up to date about this 
and other developments on our website 
thebridgeburford.co.uk/news. 
    We hope to be able to be able to produce an edition in 
May but we have no idea whether the printing and 
distribution process might be disrupted.  So please keep an 
eye on the website and let us know anything you would 
like announced via editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk. 

We have been informed that the following events 
have been cancelled or indefinitely postponed. 
Burford & District Horticultural Association - 
speaker meeting on 26 March + Spring Show on 4 April 
Burford & District Society - Crocodiles - 31 March 
Fulbrook Forum - talk on 2 April 
Friday Focus - 3 April 
Burford Singers -. Bach's St John Passion on 4 April 
Tolsey Museum - walking tour of Burford on 5 April 
The Arts Society Cotswolds - talk on 8 April and 
special interest day 22 April 
Astally Film Club - Tea with Mussolini - 18 April 
Burford Town Council - AGM on 11 May 
Music in Country Churches - concert at Northleach 
church on 22 and 23 May 
Taynton Fete - 27 June 
Burford & Kingham Rotary Events are cancelled
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FULBROOK FORUM 
It’s Now or Never! What should Fulbrook do 

about the climate emergency? by Malcolm Taylor 
and Professor Peter Burns 

Whatever the cause, it is an undeniable fact that the world 
is warming.  Can we reduce our contribution to this 
warming? With the facilitation of Professor Peter Burns 
(Director of the Institute for Tourism Research) and 
Malcolm Taylor (Finance Business Partner for Earth 
Watch) we explored the issues. They reminded us that, 
historically, changes have been successful: Smog in 
London is a distant memory since the 1956 Clean Air Act. 
We can measure and reduce our personal carbon footprint 
www.carbonfootprint.com/measure.html. Are the planners 
sympathetic to wind turbines and solar panels in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty? Low energy houses 
(Passivhaus www.passivhaustrust.org.uk/ ) were first built 
in 1988 in Europe. Why haven’t our developers adopted 
the technology? Why does regulatory compliance imposed 
by the council mean that it costs £250 to plant a tree on the 
verge? In conclusion, it was thought it might be helpful to 
invite someone from the council and someone from 
Passivhaus to explore matters further. 

Next meetings 
The planned meeting on 2 April is cancelled.    
7 May The Fulbrook History Trail by Laurence Balbes. 
Laurence will talk us through the 90 minute walk around 
places of historical interest in Fulbrook village, as 
published in a booklet created by the Fulbrook History 
Group in September 2009. 
     If you would like a reminder about a week before each 
meeting, please e-mail fulbrookforum@gmail.com to join 
our mailing list. 
     Meetings take place at 3pm in the Fulbrook Meeting 
Place at the back of Fulbrook Church. All welcome, no 
membership required. A donation of £2 please which 
includes refreshments. 
Oliver Sharpley 

******************************************** 

BURFORD BENEFICE SERVICES 
Extracts from a message from the vicar to members 

of the benefice churches 
We are sorry to say that the advice from the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York is that our Sunday services and 
weekly activities should be suspended until further notice. 
We do this not because we are shutting up shop, but 
because we want to care well for the most vulnerable 
among us.  This means that we will not meet together in 
church from now on. 
We will be looking at ways that we can continue to share 
fellowship and encourage one another over the coming 
weeks and months.  We will communicate our plans in due 
course.  We hope to be able to provide some sort of 
‘virtual’ service on Sunday that we can share in online 
from our respective homes. 
Please keep checking our website and the page on 
Covid-19 (https://www.burfordchurch.org/coronavirus) for 
the latest information.   
Tom Putt 

THE HOPEFUL MESSAGE OF EASTER 
Easter is about new life - spring has sprung, lambs are 
lambing and the days are brighter (just about!). Yet, one 
thing that gives most joy at Easter is the gift of hope. 
     Hopefulness is so easily dented; viruses, doctor’s 
visits, experiences of unkindness, depression, loneliness, 
death, and many other things. How is it that we can find 
hope when life seems so hope-less? 
     The Bible is very realistic about our 
human experience - every kind of 
human emotion can be found in it 
from exuberant joy, right through to 
total depression and despair. In the 
gospels there is plenty of weeping, but 
alongside the weeping comes an invitation to 
have hope. This hope isn’t a wistful hope, but a sure and 
certain hope. Jesus’ weeping at the tomb of his friend 
Lazarus is transformed as Jesus demonstrates his power 
over death and brings him to life – and later as Mary 
weeps at the tomb of Jesus, her tears are turned to tears 
of joy as she meets the resurrected Jesus. 
     Hope transforms even grief. Grief is natural; we are 
given friends and loved ones to enrich our lives but also 
so that we may serve and love them and them us. Each 
of us lives as part of a glorious network in which we 
play our part. When a loved one dies, distress is natural 
and shows the value that we and God place on each 
person. 
     But to Christians in particular, the Bible says: 
‘Brothers and sisters, we do not want you ... to grieve 
like the rest of mankind, who have no hope,’ (1 
Thessalonians 4:13). We are not being told not to grieve, 
but to grieve differently because we have hope. Hope! 
Christian hope is a sense of total security in our future, 
based on what God has promised us in his word. And 
there is no doubt that this utterly transforms grief for us. 
     And it is Easter which makes the difference. The 
verse that tells Christians to grieve differently is 
followed immediately by this: ‘For we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, and so we believe that God will 
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him,’ (1 
Thessalonians 4:14). The promise is that all those who 
die trusting in Jesus have a certain hope of being with 
Him for all eternity – and so those who grieve have a 
certain hope for their loved one. 
     And so each Easter, the offer is one of certain hope. 
Hope in all the ups and downs of life, and in each 
experience that makes up our human existence. We do 
hope you feel very welcome to join us at any of our 
Easter services across the Benefice – you can find the 
details later in the Bridge. 
I hope you have a happy Easter full of Joy and Hope 
Rev. Tom Putt -Vicar of Burford with Fulbrook, Taynton, 
Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford 
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The 2021 Festival needs you 

Have you ever wanted to play an 
active part in organising a Festival 
and getting to know some amazing 
new people?  

     If so, this could be your golden 
opportunity. Behind the scenes, work has already started on 
planning the multi-dimensional 2021 Burford Festival (11 
– 20 June). It promises to be as exciting as ever under the 
new chairmanship of Bill Risebero who would love to hear 
from anyone who might be interested in joining his team 
on chairman@burfordfestival.com.  
     Whilst there are various opportunities available, it 
would be great to hear from anyone who would like to 
assist with the promotional initiatives. For example, 
arranging the advertising and the printing of posters, fliers, 
programmes and the production of the Festival brochure, 
liaising with the press and local magazines. If all this 
sounds to be a totally new world for you, then we may be 
able to quickly reassure you. It was for the person who 
handled such matters in 2019.  Therefore, to assist his 
successor he has not only developed a comprehensive 
range of templates that can easily be reused in 2021 but he 
will also be on hand for any training or support needed.  To 
have an informal chat to explore whether this might be 
something that you could be interested in, again please 
email Bill on chairman@burfordfestival.com 
     The only qualifications needed for any of the roles are 
enthusiasm, a willingness to have some fun and an interest 
in bringing a lot of pleasure to the community. 
Peter Martin   
*********************************************** 

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE  
(Covering Burford, Fulbrook, Taynton and 

Bradwell Village only) 

The last order date for the 2019/20 year will be Thursday 
30 April 2020 by 5.00pm. Delivery is expected between 5 
and 16 May, but this will depend on market conditions. No 
late orders will be accepted. 
     Burford Oil Syndicate will hold their Annual General 
Meeting in May. Details to be announced in the May 
edition of The Bridge. 
     For more information or to join the syndicate and order 
online visit www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership 
application forms, and order forms are available from 
Burford News and Reavley’s Chemist. Any questions 
contact Peter Higgs - 822462. 

LOCAL WALKS WITH THE  
COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS 

Reasons to be Thankful – Tuesday 7 April - Moderate 
A comfortable short walk along the Warden’s Way, Heart 
of England Way and the Windrush Way. Plenty of 
watering holes in Bourton.  2 hours: 5 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Bourton-on-the-Water War Memorial in 
village centre. OS Map ref: SP 167 206. 
Woods and Wolds – Tuesday 21 April - Strenuous 
This varied walk takes us through three historic villages 
and across the Wolds which provide lovely views across 
the North Cotswolds. We walk through woodlands and 
meadows which should be rich in flora and fauna. Bring 
packed lunch & drinks. 5.5 hours: 10.5 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Blockley Community Shop. OS Map ref: 
SP 164 349. 
Ilmington – on the Edge – Monday 27 April - Moderate 
Ilmington is the far northern outpost of the Cotswolds, 
with wide views all around and lots of interesting features. 
Please bring suitable refreshments. 3.5 hours: 6 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Ilmington Playing Fields car park, on the 
outskirt of the village along the Mickleton road. OS Map 
ref: SP 209 440. 
Early Birds – Tuesday 28 April - Moderate 
A walk from Temple Guiting to Guiting Power. Fairly 
level walking with three short hills and one stile. Likely to 
be muddy. We hope to see a range of common farmland 
birds and early summer visitors. Binoculars would be 
useful. 4 hours: 7 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am St Mary’s, Temple Guiting GL54 5RS. 
Park at village hall. OS Map ref: SP 089 277. 
Bluebells in Bloom (hopefully!) – Thursday 30 April - 
Moderate 
A circumnavigation around pretty Cotswold outliers, 
Alderton and Dumbleton hills. A spectacular display of 
bluebells in the Spring. Due the fickle nature of the 
English weather, we cannot of course guarantee to see 
them. Total ascent 552 ft. Please bring suitable 
refreshments. 2 hours: 4 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Dairy Lane, Dumbleton WR11 7TP. 
Please park considerately. OS Map ref: SP 017 359. 
PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be 
steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but 
terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some 
hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be rough 
underfoot and ascents and descents may be steep. We 
welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not 
allowed.  
Walks are free although we do invite donations to help 
fund our conservation and improvement work.  The 
Wardens run a full programme of guided walks throughout 
the Cotswolds.  For more information see 
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk  and also for any changes to 
arrangements such as due to extreme weather. 
Sheila Wasley 

NB ALL WALKS 
CANCELLED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 
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SUMMER CONCERT 
Burford Singers regret that our previously advertised 

concert, Bach’s St John Passion, on 4 April, will now no 
longer take place 

Sunday 28 June 2020, 7.30pm 

Church of St John the Baptist 
Church Green, Burford OX18 4RY 

Schubert: Rosamunde Overture 
J S Bach: Lobet den Herrn 

Mendelssohn: Lobgesang (Hymn of Praise) and Hear My 
Prayer 

Burford Singers with 
Charlotte Bowden (Soprano) 
Zoe Brookshaw (Soprano) 

Oliver Johnston (Tenor) 
Robin Baggs (Organ) 

Cotswold Chamber Orchestra 
Leader: Kate Bailey 

Conductor: Brian Kay 
Tickets reserved at £25, £20, £15, unreserved £10, children 
and students half price.  Postal booking from 20 April to 1 

May.  Online booking from 25 May at http://
www.burfordsingers.org.uk/box-office/  (Booking fee 

applies)  Booking in person (unreserved tickets only) from 
25 May at The Madhatter Bookshop,122, High Street, 

Burford OX18 4QJ 
Full details on our website www.burfordsingers.org.uk 

Catherine Martin  

******************************************* 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the 
editors on what can and cannot be published is final.   In 
particular, they will edit or decline to publish anything 
which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any 
individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are 
entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or 
articles in The Bridge does not indicate that the editors 
agree with them.  Items may also be edited for clarification 
or length and may be rejected.  Where items or services are 
offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible 
for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of 
good quality.   The editors may refuse to publish 
advertisements or other statements about unsuitable items 
or services.   The Bridge does not accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any 
goods or services which are advertised.   All items 
submitted for inclusion must give the name and address of 
the writer and an email address or telephone number.  By 
submitting any article, announcement, letter or 
advertisement to The Bridge you are deemed to have 
agreed to the above. 

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to 
The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 
which can be viewed on our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk 

MRS BUMBLES DIARY APRIL 2020 
We have always stocked excellent quality bread but we 
now think we have found something really exceptional. 
Mark Woodgate of Mark’s Cotswold Bakery in Chipping 
Norton started making sourdough in his spare time at home 
in the Aga. He quickly realised he had something special 
going when friends and neighbours gave rave reviews. 
     Having spent more than 30 years in the IT sector, Mark   
decided to turn his passion into his day job and become a 
baker. He has already won three awards at the World Bread 
Awards. Mark’s white sourdough with chia seeds was 
placed a silver at the  bread awards in London. His other 
two entries, Cotswold Crunch sourdough and Spelt 
sourdough, were both awarded bronze. 
     Sourdough is the oldest way of making bread. It uses 
naturally occurring wild yeast and lactic acid bacteria. It is 
a live culture. A sourdough loaf is far more than just 
amazing flavour and nutrition – it is a  combination of 
passion, patience, dedication and craftsmanship. The 
unique flavour and texture of Mark’s sourdough is down to 
the flour he uses, the dough temperature, length of 
fermentation and how it is handled – all in  a carefully 
considered balance.  
The main ingredient in Mark’s silver award-winning 
sourdough is Matthews Churchill Strong Bread Flour, 
ground just a few miles away in the Matthews family-
owned mill at Shipton-under-Wychwood which sources 
wheat from Oxfordshire farmers. It has one of the smallest 
transport footprints in the UK, travelling as little as 500 
metres in some cases from the fields to the mill. 
     There are lots of things that affect the quality of a loaf. 
In the case of the flour, the stone ground process used and 
the lack of over processing through excessive machinery 
makes a huge difference to the sourdough. Mark handcrafts 
each loaf himself to be sure that he is always providing his  
customers with the tastiest bread possible. 
     A particular favourite of mine is the Churchill White. It 
took two years to perfect this gorgeously moist and open 
crumb. It is enjoyed widely as an appetiser but it is perfect 
simply with butter. Or enjoy with everything from a 
creamy Stilton, tangy cheddar and your breakfast 
marmalade. It has even been known to support a stonking 
bacon butty! Pop in and try some. 
Sally from Mrs Bumbles 

NB  THIS HELPFUL OFFER FROM MRS 
BUMBLES  HAS JUST BEEN RECEIVED 

We are proposing to deliver hot food to people who want 
a nutritious, home cooked meal in appropriate 
packaging. This would be delivered to the doorstep at a 
time that suits the customer. A meal will be available 
every day and the customer can choose which days and 
what time (lunch or teatime) they would prefer. 

     Together with that we can deliver bread, milk, eggs, 
bacon, sausage, cheese, fresh veg, even a newspaper.  
Ordering the food will be straightforward via a land line. 

     People are already coming in asking for this service 
so we have considerable momentum behind this idea. 
Steve Colter - 01993 822209 
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The AGM and talk in February was surprisingly well 
attended despite the usual cold, wind and rain. 
     In 2005 Robin Smitten founded the Chipping Norton 
Amateur Astronomy Group. Membership has increased 
rapidly in recent years and with the progress of digital 
technology even a mobile phone can capture excellent 
pictures of the moon and the night sky. His entertaining 
talk illustrated the great enthusiasm of these amateurs, 
some of whom even construct their own telescopes, and 
their willingness to share with others the wonders of the 
night sky. They use the Rollright Stones site as their base. 
In 2015 it was awarded a coveted Dark Sky Status rating 
and has ancient, possibly astronomical, alignments, as have 
many other sites around the world ever since humans 
looked up into the night sky and contemplated the 
universe. We are all made of stardust! 

The next event is on Tuesday 12 May, 2pm. A private, 
members only, visit to Brockworth Court, south of 
Cheltenham off the A417. Travel by car, sharing if possible 
to: Court Road, Brockworth Village, GL3 4QV. 
     This atmospheric, part-timbered house dates from 
1290s, was visited by Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn in 1535 
and was a prior's residence until the dissolution of the 
monasteries in 1540. The house, garden and church can be 
visited followed by afternoon tea in the huge pre-Tudor 
tithe barn. 

Help requested 
Burford & District Society feel somewhat unrepresented, 
on the committee, with only Fulbrook and Asthall having 
village committee members. If other local parish councils 
were able to field volunteers for the committee, making it 
less Burford-centric, it would be most appreciated. 
Tony Hodgkison 

BURFORD’S TOLSEY MUSEUM OF 
LOCAL HISTORY  

60th Anniversary Year. 
Subject to the restrictions concerning the Coronavirus 
epidemic, plans are shaping up for a gathering at the 
Warwick Hall on 3 July, to celebrate the Diamond 
Jubilee of the Museum. This should be an exciting 
opportunity for people to engage with the history of 
Burford, enabling them to become stakeholders in the 
work of the museum, and Burford Community Archive. 
     Following an introduction giving the background 
and purpose for setting up the museum, and some 
landmarks of the past sixty years, people will be 
entertained with wine and nibbles and encouraged to 
look at some of the work of the museum close up, with 
selected items from the collection on display.  
     There will be a chance to dip in to the Sound 
Archive; to see some of the photographic collection - 
with slides running on the big screen; and to see the 
work of a group of volunteers who have sorted some 
documents into acid-free sleeves. And the Burford 
Community Archive project will demonstrate how it will 
provide a space where Burford’s unique resource 
material can be made accessible for all to explore.  
     This event will be open, not only to the people of 
Burford, but also to those in surrounding villages and 
indeed anyone who is interested in learning about the 
wonderful history of the area, hopefully meeting others 
with similar interests.   
     Please put Friday 3 July in your diary, and remember 
to join the celebrations, hoping of course that the 
meeting can go ahead. 
     More immediately, the Tour Around Burford which 
was planned for Sunday 5 April will not now take place 
until later in the year. 
Lastly, it is more than likely that the museum itself will 
not open until it is considered quite safe to do so. 
Chris Walker  - tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk 

- 12 - - 12 - 

EXCLUSIVE - TRUMP TO VISIT 
BURFORD 

The Bridge is able to reveal exclusively that Donald Trump 
will shortly be making a visit to Burford.  The exact date 
and other details are being kept secret for security reasons. 
     It is well known that many Americans are descended 
from immigrants from Italy, Ireland and other countries but 
it is less well known that there are many others with roots 
in the Cotswolds.  Indeed one of the passengers on the 
Mayflower, although known as James Chilton, may really 
have been James from Shilton.  Natives of these parts also 
founded the settlements of Taynton Crossing, 
Massachusetts, Swinbrook Hole, Wyoming and Fulbrook 
Swamp, Florida.  The town of Buford, Georgia, is thought 
to be have been founded by a dyslexic former pupil of 
Burford Grammar School.  Also a number of residents of 
Asthall Leigh are thought to be of Native American 
heritage as descendants of Pocahontas and John Rolfe who 
settled in these parts.  The president is understood to be 
anxious to secure the support of this important 
demographic as he seeks re-election for a second term. 

     President Trump is proud of his connections with the 
UK through his mother, Mary Anne MacLeod, who was 
born in the Isle of Lewis.  Her mother, in turn, was born 
Elsie McDaukes and lived in the Burford area for some 
years and had other family here.  The president hopes to 
make contact with any surviving relatives with that or a 
similar name.  He is also thought to be interested playing 
golf here and buying the Cotswold Wildlife Park and 
Gardens and remodelling it as “Trump Holiday Resort 
Cotswolds”. 
     The president told The Bridge: “I have an unbelievably 
good relationship with the folks in Burford.  It is a 
beautiful, beautiful place.   I know more about the 
Cotswolds than any human being on earth.  I do not say 
that in a braggadocious way.  I am looking forward bigly to 
my visit”. 
Tonto de Abril - Washington Correspondent 

PRIVATE VISIT TO BADMINTON HOUSE 
Tuesday 23 June 

A request to visit Badminton House (home of the Duke & 
Duchess of Beaufort) by someone who is a member of both 
the Burford and District Society and The Arts Society 
Cotswolds has inspired this jointly arranged private tour 
for both societies’ members and their guests. Visitors will 
be shown the principal ground floor rooms of the house 
with a highly knowledgeable guide, before visiting the 
gardens (where the roses should be in full bloom), the 
Orangery and the church.    

This rare opportunity to visit Badminton House, which is 
not generally open to the public, will conclude with tea and 
cake in the Old Hall. 

It will be a ‘self-drive’ visit so everyone is encouraged to 
share transport. We will meet at 2pm at Badminton House 
which is approximately a one hour drive i.e. 38 miles, from 
Burford. The cost including tea and cake is £42 per person, 
(£45 for a guest of a member). 
     To take part in this special visit, booking forms (which 
may be downloaded from https://
theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk/visits.php) should be sent, 
please, to Frances Sparkes, fransparkes@btinternet.com as 
soon as possible. For further information please contact me 
on 01993 822769. 
Peter Martin 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of the magazine is 10th of the month preceding publication.  

Please  contact: 
editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles for us at Burford News for us to collect. 

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 
advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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BURFORD & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

At the end of February we had our very relaxed Annual 
General Meeting with tea and cake.  Our chairman Janet 
Copley explained  that the existing committee were happy 
to continue plus Jan Cohen who had already been co-opted.  
This was agreed unanimously.  The treasurer, Nigel 
Barraclough, reported on a successful year.  He explained 
that our substantial cash reserves were largely due to the 
Jeremy Swynnerton legacy and that we were open to 
suggestions for capital projects which we could support of 
which the most likely one at present was planting another 
tree (or trees) on the rec.  Janet thanked the committee 
members for their various roles and mentioned the very 
successful Spring Show, the outings and the Summer 
Garden Party. Janet then presented the Swynnerton prize to 
Jane Tunnell-Westmacott and mentioned that Jan Cohen 
was perhaps the best placed to challenge Jane’s outstanding 
record. 
David Day 
********************************************* 

THE BURFORD 2020 TREE 
CHALLENGE 

The 2020 tree planting campaign has continued apace this 
month culminating in a wonderful day of planting on 
Burford’s Recreation ground and adjacent West Field.  This 
effort brought together the Burford Town Council (who 
kindly funded the trees), the Wychwood Project, and the 
Cotswold Volunteers, to support the local community in 
tree planting. 
     A mix of 17 standard trees and 30 whips - lime, beech, 
crabapple and Sorbus - have been planted. They will 
provide leafy shade in summer, flowers for pollinators and 
insects, and fruits and seeds for birds and other wildlife. 
There will also be a five metre unmown biodiversity strip 
around the perimeter of the field, to allow wild flowers to 
flourish, and invertebrates to multiply in the longer sward. 
This will be cut just once, late in the season to maintain 
and improve biodiversity.  Please do go along and have a 
look.  
     This is one of many planting initiatives going on in the 
town and surrounding parishes.  This month we have seen 
trees and hedging planted by the following people, to 
whom we are very grateful: Clendon and Camilla Daukes 
(Signet), Simon Travis (Fulbrook), Kate Cardona 
(Taynton), Amadea and Simon West (Burford) and 
Karolina and Edie Weir (Fulbrook). 

This brings the total to:  

As the end of this winter’s planting season draws to a 
close, I would like to thank everybody who has helped to 
support the project.  With just over 1700 trees still to be 
planted if I’m going to reach my target of 2020 by the end 
of this year, I will be working hard over the coming 
months to find further suitable sites for planting.   
     Some of you may have heard that Witney have just 
planted the UK’s first ‘tiny-forest’ – a densely packed 
woodland of 600 native trees in an area the size of a tennis 
court.  This is in a bid to tackle wildlife loss in the town, 
amongst other benefits of carbon capture, flood alleviation, 

improved air quality, tourism etc.  I have been studying 
Google aerial maps of the Burford area and we have a 
mosaic of a few small patches of woodland interspersed 
with hedgerows that are often in a poor state of repair.  If 
we could plant several strategically placed small copses 
and work together to replenish the hedgerows, we could 
create a fantastic network of wildlife corridors which I 
believe would bring such benefits to the area. Any thoughts 
please do get in touch burfordtrees@gmail.com   

Above Left: Fred Hickman (Cotswold Wardens) and Toby Swift 
(Wychwood Project)   Right: Ken Sparrowhawk 

Children’s Activity Week 3-9 August 2020 
The plans for the Children’s activity week are progressing 
well.  We hope to be able to offer at least one free activity 
every day for pre-schoolers, children aged 6-10 and young 
people aged 10 -15.  These will include forest school, 
cookery, visiting authors, arts and crafts, sport, music and 
local activities in the town, and we hope to finish the week 
with a family friendly bbq and sports event on the Rec.  
The week will be open to anyone living Burford and 
neighbouring villages.  Do please keep the week free!  As 
always, if anyone is able to help either with a specific 
activity or general support, please get in touch, 
lucy.staveley@gmail.com, 0792 9861712. 

********************************************* 
BRIDEWELL ORGANIC GARDENS 

We are a small mental health charity based outside Witney 
supporting people in our area who have experienced 
serious mental health problems. Each of these events helps 
to raise awareness of our work in the area and to raise 
essential funds for us to continue our work. 
Bridewell Gardens Plant Sale 25 April 25 10am-1pm 
We’re holding a plant sale Saturday 25 April from 10 am to 
1pm at Bridewell Gardens, Wilcote, OX7 3DT. 
Proceeds from the plant sale go directly to supporting our 
work as a mental health charity, using gardening to help 
people who have experienced serious mental health 
difficulties.  
Bridewell Gardens Open Days  
The walled garden and vineyard at Bridewell Gardens will 
be open on the following dates: 
Sunday 17 May 1 pm to 5 pm  
Sunday 21 June 1-5 
Sunday 2 August 1-5 
Entry by suggested donation £5. Our open days are a 
chance to support the work we do and enjoy the tranquil 
setting of the gardens. Refreshments, plants, produce, and 
our own sparkling organic wine will be for sale. 
For further information please call 01993 848238 or go to 
www.bridewellgardens.org           Reg. charity 1158456 
Ruth Madder, Director 
Please check before attending any of these events.  Editors 

Hedges 
pledged

Hedging 
planted 

Trees 
pledged

Trees 
planted 

3161 2050 312 294
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MADHATTER RECOMMENDS 
Titles To Help Tackle Our Climate Crisis 

One distinctive yellow book of a 
girl’s 11 speeches has become a bit of 
a bible for people desperate to help 
save our planet. Greta Thunberg’s No-
one Is Too Small to Make a Difference 
packed a punch above its weight, just 
like the teenager. It has spawned 
many other books urging us to act 
now to protect the environment. Here 
we pick some key titles that are 
inspiring, thought-provoking and 
explain how we can think and live in a 

       direct, down-to-earth way. 

Our House Is On Fire: Scenes of a 
Family and a Planet in Crisis. Malena 
and Beata Ernman, Svante and Greta 
Thunberg.    With a hard-to-ignore 
title, parents Malena and Svante wrote 
this compelling  book with and for 
their children. Malena narrates what 
led her 15-year-old daughter to sit 
down outside the Swedish Parliament 
to start a school strike for climate 
change in August 2018. Told in 108 
unfolding dramatic ‘acts’, it charts 
how Asperger’s syndrome, coupled 

with growing fears for the world’s future, stopped Greta 
talking and eating, aged 11. It draws a parallel with a 
struggling family and globe. As Malena simply states in the 
prologue, the crisis isn’t some distant chimera but 
“happening around us all the time, in so many different 
ways. At the breakfast table, in school corridors, along 
streets, in houses and apartments. In the trees outside your 
window, in the wind that ruffles your hair.” 

The Future We Choose: Surviving the 
Climate Crisis. Christina Figueres and 
Tom Rivett-Carnac (co-founders of 
Global Optimism, an organisation 
focussed on creating environmental 
and social change).  It’s a straight-
talking, no-nonsense discussion of our 
fate with clear messages. As the book 
says: “Our negligence has catapulted 
climate change from an existential 
challenge to the dire crisis it is now as 
we rapidly approach limits beyond 

which Earth as we know it will cease to 
be. And yet for many, those depredations are invisible. 
Despite the increasing frequency and intensity of national 
disasters, we have still not connected the dots between the 
ongoing destruction of our natural habitat and our future 
ability to ensure our children’s safety, feed ourselves, 
inhabit coastlines and uphold the integrity of our homes.” 

Losing Eden: Why Our Minds Need 
The Wild. Lucy Jones.   Journalist 
Lucy strips the climate question 
literally back down to grass roots. She 
explores the impact of our increasing 
loss of contact with the natural world 
in the pressurised lives we lead, 
mainly indoors. She builds up a 
crystal-clear case for nature being “at 
the heart of our psychological 

wellbeing” – from digging on the allotment to the presence 
of nature in prisons. It might sound blindingly obvious, but 
she brings a wealth of riveting research to back herself up. 

How To make a Better World: For every 
kid who wants to make a difference. 
Keilly Swift.  Finally, it’s back to Greta 
again with a guide specifically for 
children to do their bit. It’s a bright, 
colourful and uplifting picture book 
which directly engages the reader and 
from which adults could learn a thing or 
two. There are top tips for youngsters to 
make themselves into an ‘awesome’ 
influence on the world they live in. There’s even a chapter 
on how to be an activist! So what are we waiting for? 
All these books and others are available or can be ordered 
at Madhatter Bookshop. 
Caroline Fisher 
 

ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
The Garden of Lost and Found by 
Harriet Evans is another novel that uses 
the name of a fairly local village, but 
doesn’t describe the real place. This, of 
course, is a personal gripe, and doubtless 
unique to those living near Oxford. It is 
actually a nice book, and despite some 
sombre chapters it evokes the feeling of 
a bright summer garden. This may be 
due to the title which has also a clever 
double significance in the story. 
     Although it is written in an easy style and some of the 
description of place is very good, it does have a failing 
common in so many of the recent books we have read in 
that it slips between centuries and times so seamlessly that 
the reader can find the ground shifting uncomfortably 
beneath their feet. Also some of us struggled to follow the 
different generations.  These slight quibbles may be due to 
the failing of the reader rather than the writer, because we 
enjoyed  the story and were drawn into the family saga. 
People are well drawn and recognisable, especially the 
contemporary ones, and generally their actions are logical 
and their emotions understandable, even the slightly more 
outlandish characters. 
     Basically this is the story of a woman whose life is 
suddenly fragmented and her journey to find her place, 
both physically and emotionally, in the modern world. 
Some of the aspects of her fate do appear to be rather 
implausible but coincidences do happen, and though early 
on one suspected how one or two of the strokes of fate 
would play out, the author dresses up events so well that 
they are easy to swallow and we are grateful they worked 
out so well. And the book is peopled with mostly nice 
people so one finishes it with a “feel good” smile. 
Harriet Evans has obviously researched the Victorian art 
world, especially the Pre-Raphaelites. Edward Horner, a 
late 19th century artist who is an early and pivotal actor in 
the this saga, is a neat amalgam of Edward Burne Jones 
and a sprinkling of Edward Hornel, the early 20th century 
Scottish artist and others; it also nice to be taken through 
Oxford to the Ashmolean, so perhaps my objection to her 
moving the location of a place I know is over-zealous. 
     For various reasons we have been unable to choose the 
next book, so we all must wait and see. 
Veral Marshall 
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VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE 
Bunnies, new-born chicks, chocolate and inspiring music 
are all in evidence at this time of year. And there is no 
shortage of places to spot one or all this 
Eastertime.  

     Batsford are hosting the Big Batsford 
Bunny Hunt – help find the missing 
bunnies and explore the arboretum at the 
same time. And Birdland has egg-themed 
talks and trails, and dozens of eggs in 
special incubators due to hatch over the Easter break. If 
you are more interested in edible entertainment then sign 
up for one of Huffkins Easter Bunny Cupcake Workshops 
(4 April in Stow and 5 April in Witney). Learn how to 
make bunny tails and ears from icing and take home six 
delicious cupcakes. Musical offerings include listening to 
the dawn chorus (early birds only for a 4am start on 25 
April) at Batsford. 
     Witney is becoming more eco-conscious with the 
opening of a zero waste shop in Wesley Walk – fill up your 
containers with cereals, beans and cleaning products, 
although perhaps not all in the same one! In the same vein 
there will be a clothes swapping event at the Plough on 4 
April (11.00-12.30) and a vegan fair on 18 April in the 
Langdale Hall.  
Gardens are coming into their own now 
with beautiful spring flowers. Under the 
National Garden Scheme, Kencot is 
opening up eight gardens and its allotments 
on 13 April; Barnsley House gardens will 
be open on 14 April and Kiftsgate on 15 April. And the Old 
Rectory in Quenington is hosting a rare plant fair on 19 
April. 
     Another highlight on the April calendar is the Chipping 
Norton Literary Festival. This year Prue Leith and her 
daughter Peta are talking about their new book on 
vegetarian cooking; columnist India Knight will be talking 
about her re-imagining of Nancy Mitford’s novel The 
Pursuit of Love; and broadcaster James Naughtie will be 
sharing his experiences and thoughts on America over the 
last fifty years.   
Happy Easter! 
Alison Hughes 
Please check before attending any of these events or 
indeed any events mentioned throughout this magazine. 
Editors 

BURFORD LIBRARY 
Revised Opening Hours 

Every Thursday 19 March, the library opening hours will 
be as follows: 
 Tuesday  1pm - 4pm 
 Thursday 10am - 1pm 
 Friday  10am - 1pm 

The library will be open every 4th Saturday 9.30—1pm.   
It will open on 21 March, 18 April, 16 June and every 4th 
Saturday until further notice. 
Please remember that you can renew loans on line or via 
the library app.  Thank you for your understanding.  These 
arrangements will remain in place until further notice. 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries 
Rachel Read 

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 
As planned, our fish and chip supper took place at The 
Royal Oak, Witney Street on 24 February. This was 
followed by a general knowledge quiz set by Allan Read. 
Thanks Allan: you really tested us. A team from Witney 
Street claimed the winners' podium and the two bottles of 
wine, generously donated by the Royal Oak. 
We advertised "Bloomin' Good Books" in the March issue. 
It will run until 11 April and you just pick up an entry form 
the library and enter your choice of a good read: topics 
spring, gardens, growth, feel good factor. 
     Carol-Amy is hosting a visit from Faith Martin, an 
Oxfordshire crime writer, in the library on Tuesday 19 May 
at 7pm. 
     Reminder that on Thursday 30 April Nicola Cornick 
will be in the library for a talk and question and answer 
session on her new book The Forgotten Sister. 
     April is National Poetry Month and you are invited to 
submit an original poem, maximum 30 lines long, to the 
library by the end of the month. They will be assessed and 
judged by another of our wonderful local authors, Sue 
Leigh. She will announce her verdict at our Poetry and 
Pimms afternoon on Sunday 28 June in Sue and Hugo 
Ashton's garden in Pytts Lane, Burford. Many thanks to 
them for letting us use it for our summer event. 
     The Scrabble evenings, first Tuesday of each 
month, continue to go well and we are still 
looking for a small, preferably folding table. If 
you know of one, please could you tell Carol. 
Whew! That's a lot to get through. Do join us in 
as many activities as you can: new friends and 
fun. 
Elizabeth Mortimore 

Sophie Dyer - Marketing and Fundraising Officer 
07827 235 405 
Age UK Oxfordshire, 9 Napier Court, Barton Lane, 
Abingdon, OX14 3YT 

WARWICK HALL ANNOUNCEMENT 
Café Fifteen plan to stay open to support local residents 
and with appropriate precaution, you can still visit for 

refreshments, provided you follow government advice on 
keeping a safe distances etc. Keep well and God bless. 

Café Fifteen team. 
Sally Ward 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

We Shall Survive 
As an elderly person, I have been so impressed and 
touched by the large number of local people asking if they 
can help me.  They have offered to get my shopping and 
also suggested that I let them know if there is anything else 
I need.   We are so lucky to be living in this part of the 
country with such kind people thinking of others.   
Name and address supplied 

***************************************** 

Nothing New about Infections 
Disease has struck Burford before: 
     Scarlet-Fever was prevalent in Burford, more or less, 
during the whole of 1871.  In the early part of the year the 
cases were few in number, and light in character, and could 
be distinctly traced to contagion.  A few severe cases did 
occur in the dirty and badly-ventilated houses, of which 
one was fatal; but nothing to attract public attention, or 
create alarm, till the latter end of July, when after much 
rain, followed by a high atmospheric temperature, the 
disease assumed a more virulent type, and out of thirty-
eight cases fifteen were fatal, of whom nine died in the first 
fortnight.  Of the whole fifteen, five died of shock, nine of 
throat complications, and one of albuminuria[a sign of 
kidney disease], after a few weeks. 
     It is certain that many more cases occurred; but, not 
seeking medical aid, are not recorded. 
     [Extract from the Report of the Sanitary Condition of 
the Burford District of the Witney Union, January 1872] 
     And it mentions raw sewage into the river, too. 
Information provided by Michael Taubenheim 

***************************************** 

Burford Car Parking 
When the present car park in Guildenford was first 
proposed in 1972 there were so many objections to the site 
that a Town Poll was called. Those in favour eventually 
won the day and the car park was built on what was a 
water meadow, used as pasture for cows.  Among the many 
objections were two which are still valid today.  One was 
that the car park would be flooded, which the District 
Council acknowledged, saying "we do expect there to be 
some flooding".  The other was that the car park would 
damage the setting of the parish church, one of the most 
beautiful in England, as much by its architecture as by its 
position, overlooking the open countryside across the river, 
its slender spire visible for miles around. The council 
agreed that this environment should be protected and 
included a clause that no car parking would be permitted 
opposite the churchyard.  This is still in force, which 
means that the proposed site is not permitted.  

The three photographs in the Design and Access Statement 
show clearly that views to and from the church and 
churchyard are of green fields.  Their replacement by 
tarmac and serried rows of cars would be a disgraceful act 
of environmental vandalism. 
     West Oxon District Council has declared a climate 
emergency.  This is the beginning of a different approach 
to how we live our daily lives.  It means less car use, more 
public transport, more care for nature and rural places, a 
new way of thinking.  It is not optional, our survival and 
that of our planet and its creatures depend on it. We should 
be asking ourselves how much tourism is the right amount 
for our area, and how to ensure that it is sustainable. We 
cannot just allow unfettered growth.  Some small 
inconvenience is a price worth paying for maintaining the 
landscape that we love, and that people come here to see 
and enjoy.  Therefore, rather than build a bigger car park, 
let's provide an electric shuttle bus from the site at the top 
of the hill.  It would be cheaper, less polluting and better 
for us all. 
Elizabeth Mortimer 

********************************************* 

S.C.R.A.P. FLYTIPPING 

West Oxfordshire District Council has launched a new 
online campaign to tackle fly-tipping in the district. The 
“S.C.R.A.P. Fly tipping” campaign is a national campaign 
already running in over 80 other local authority areas.  This 
extends to small scale fly-tipping such as black bags, or 
household items dumped around litter bins as well as to 
larger-scale activities such as dumping of builders’ waste 
on farmland or down country lanes. 
     They point out that anyone making use of an illegal 
waste disposal operator may themselves be prosecuted and 
be given an unlimited fine. 

The S.C.R.A.P. Code 
Suspect all waste carriers; do not let them take your waste 
until they have proven themselves to be legitimate. 
Check their waste carrier’s registration details, then verify 
them by searching the Environment Agency or by calling 
03708 506 506. 
Refuse unsolicited offers to have any rubbish taken away. 
Ask what exactly is going to happen to your rubbish and 
seek evidence that it is going to be disposed of 
appropriately. 
Paperwork should be obtained. Make sure you get a proper 
invoice, waste transfer note or a receipt for your waste 
removal – this should give a description of the waste and 
provide the waste carrier’s contact details. 
More information can be found at  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/flytipping. 
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OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
A busy month dealing 

with storms and flooding  
Our Emergency Planning, Fire 
and Rescue and Highways 
teams have had a busy 
February dealing with the 
local impacts of the storms 
and flooding that have made 
national headlines.  
     Storm Ciara and Storm 
Dennis hit the UK on 
consecutive weekends in mid-
February and with river levels 
already high as a result of much higher autumn and winter 
rainfall than the average, the Environment Agency issued 
scores of flood alerts and a number of the more serious 
flood warnings.  
     Highways teams dealt with more than 150 incidents as a 
result of Storm Ciara and more than 100 stemming from 
Storm Dennis. The Storm Ciara incidents largely related to 
high winds (fallen trees blocking roads, debris) whereas 
Storm Dennis was also about flooding with some roads 
closing and surface water causing issues.   

Oxfordshire offers new ways to repair and reuse 
small electrical items 

Oxfordshire County Council has launched a new trial 
service to residents with a way to ensure their unwanted 
small electrical items can be repaired and reused, reducing 
what the county would otherwise send to waste. There are 
already many ways to recycle small electrical items that 
are beyond repair either at the kerbside or a recycling 
centre.  
     Funded by Valpak, the council is trialling drop off 
points for unwanted small electrical items that are still in 
good condition at a number of participating Oxfordshire 
libraries. The trial is to run at Banbury, Bicester, 
Kidlington, Witney, Carterton, Oxfordshire County 
Library, Headington, Cowley, Littlemore and Blackbird 
Leys libraries. 
     Once goods have been dropped off, the items will be 
collected by Bicester Green or Orinoco, two local charities 
who help reuse and recycle waste, where they will be 
tested. Minor repairs will be made by volunteers and the 
items will then be sold on to benefit the charities. 
The drop off point is for small electrical items only 
(toasters, kettles, radios etc), items you can easily carry. 
The libraries are not able to accept anything large or heavy 
such as televisions, monitors, microwaves, white goods or 
fridges and freezers – or anything damaged and beyond 
repair. 
     Drop offs can only be made when the libraries are open. 
Please check opening hours before visiting. The council is 
asking residents to ensure any disposable batteries, i.e. 
standard AA/AAA/9V batteries, are removed from 
donations of battery powered devices. These can be 
recycled at the kerbside. If the item has a rechargeable 
lithium-ion battery like the ones in cordless power tools or 
mobile phones, please leave them in the device when 
donated. 
     To find details of all recycling services using a newly 
launched search tool visit the Waste Wizard:–
 www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastewizard To find your nearest 
electrical repair event and for other tips on how to reduce 
your waste visit www.oxfordshirerecycles.org.uk. 

Winter Warmth website helps residents 
Oxfordshire County Council has implemented a new 
online service called ‘Winter Warmth’ to help vulnerable 
residents receive support and access funding for home 
repairs. The aim is to improve the home environment 
which will additionally support physical and emotional 
wellbeing for residents across the county. The easy to use 
service signposts property owners or private tenants to a 
website where a postcode is entered to find the most 
appropriate organisation. The services and funds available 
include grants, loans and energy company schemes that 
provide home repairs, so residents can stay safe, secure, 
independent and warm.  
For more information go to: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
homerepairs 

Update on the youth opportunities fund 
Voluntary and community organisations have been 
awarded a share of Oxfordshire County Council’s new £1m 
Youth Opportunity Fund. The fund is aimed at groups that 
can provide activities and opportunities for young people 
between the ages of 11-18, and 11-25 with special 
educational needs. Feedback from Oxfordshire residents 
points to strong support for improving community-run 
youth services. This new fund was made available to help 
existing projects expand and new ones get started. The 
successful bids will now receive grants of up to £70,000 
over the next few months. 

Becoming a dementia-friendly council 
Oxfordshire County Council is implementing plans to 
become a dementia-friendly organisation. The aim is to 
develop further awareness, understanding and support for 
vulnerable residents and staff who are impacted by the 
health condition. The number of people with dementia in 
the UK is expected to rise to a million by 2021.  About two 
in every 100 people aged between 65 to 69 have dementia, 
and this rises to one in five for those aged 85 to 89.  
Oxfordshire has an ageing population and the number of 
residents aged 85 and over is forecast to increase.   
     This means that more people in Oxfordshire are likely 
to be affected by dementia, either by having a diagnosis 
themselves or through someone they know with the 
condition. More people may develop dementia whilst still 
in employment; others will be combining work and a busy 
lifestyle with being a carer for a person with dementia. 
Therefore, awareness is key to understanding the lifestyle 
changes, choices and challenges that will occur with an 
individual’s diagnosis.   
     Oxfordshire County Council aims to help people who 
live with dementia to stay independent and live well in 
their communities for as long as possible. As the first step 
to becoming more dementia friendly, the Alzheimer’s 
Society held an event for staff and councillors to complete 
a ‘dementia friends’ training session to improve awareness 
and learn about dementia-friendly communities in 
Oxfordshire.  
     The next step in the plan is to help to develop dementia- 
friendly communities across Oxfordshire to reduce 
isolation and help people to be aware of and understand 
dementia.  This will enable people living with dementia to 
live well within their local communities for as long as they 
are able. 
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson 
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 
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WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT 

Not much to report other 
than the planning application 
for the expansion of 
Burford's Guildenford Car 
Park has been registered by 
WODC and you are invited 
to comment on their website. 
The application number is 
20/00307/FUL. 
Derek Cotterill 

 

SURGERY REQUEST 
Please note this important advice from Burford Surgery: 
Please DO NOT ATTEND THE SURGERY if you 
have any concerns about having contracted coronavirus. 
This risks the surgery being closed down and services 
being lost to all the local population. If you have any 
concerns about this please contact 111 or contact them 
online at 111.nhs.uk. 

Judy Branston kindly provided this excellent photo which she entitled A Forlorn Bridge.   Please do 
email any interesting local pictures to us;  the greening up of the countryside may generate some 

other and possibly more cheerful images!

Dear Readers 

This edition of The Bridge has been complicated to 
put together as so many intended articles were pulled 
and replaced by announcements of  cancellations of  
events.  We have omitted the usual forthcoming 
events and church services pages because there aren’t 
any.  In the end, it had to be put together very quickly 
to try and get it to you as soon as possible so we ran 
out of time to get the issue proof-read by our forensic 
and errant-comma-spotting Judy Cumming.   So the 
missed typos and other errors are down to us. 

We realise that people, especially those in self-
isolation mode, will be in need of as much diversion 
as possible over the next few weeks or months.  We 
shall give thought to what would be of most interest 
to you in place of the usual news of local events and 
would be pleased to hear any ideas from you on this 
topic.  Voltaire recommended that we should all 
cultivate our gardens but then he did also say 
something about being in the best of all possible 
worlds! 
We hope you all keep safe and well. 
Gordon and Elaine Elliot, Editors
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Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)  
     01993 823647  
Burford Pre School,    01993 824031 
Burford School    01993 823303 
Burford Primary School  01993 822159 
Burford Surgery   01993 822176 
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk  
 
Burford Town Council 
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday  between 9.00 am and 11.30 am  
     01993 823647 
Email               burfordcouncil@btconnect.com 
www.burford-tc.gov.uk  
 
Burford Visitor Information Centre 01993 823558 
Open Mon – Sat     9.30 am – 5 pm  
 Sun             10 am – 4 pm 
Carterton Health Centre  01993 841718 
NHS     111 
www.nhs.uk 
Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire 01295 264545 
www.oxoncarers.org.uk  
 
Chemist  Reavley’s   01993 823144 
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital 
Burford Branch    01608 642547 
Mon–Fri       2.30–4pm 
Saturday     11.30am - 12 noon 
 
Churches 
Anglican St. John the Baptist  01993 823788 
Roman Catholic   01993 823219 
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More 
Methodist    01993 867301 
Baptist Church    07967 362885 
Friends Meeting House   01993 823398 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
Email      bureau@wocab.org.uk  
Dial-a-Ride Service 
For Information    0845 3101111 
Email      oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Emergency Services 
Police – non essential   101 
 
Environment Agency  
Floodline    0845 988118 
Emergency    0800 807060 
 
Hall Bookings 
Baptist Church Hall   07967 362885 
Burford Town Bowls Club  01993 822330 
Fulbrook Meeting Place  
  Chris Wright  01993 822803 
Taynton Village Hall - Anne Thompson 07584 021171 
Methodist Church Hall Anne Weir  01993 823395 
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information                    
        www.warwickhallburford.org 
 

Library (temporary hours)            01993 823377 Tues    13.00 – 16.00 
Thurs    10.00 – 13.00 Fri   10.00 – 13.00  
24 hour renewal hotline   08451202811 www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary  
 
 
Member of Parliament  01993 702302 
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council 
General Enquiries   01865 815573 
Highways    08453 101111 
Faulty Street Lights   0800  317802 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Nicholas Field-Johnson   01993 878309 

Post Office (in Newsagent)  01993 822323 
Monday to Saturday 07.30-18.00 
Sunday   07.30- 17.00 
 
Recycling Centre 
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt 
Open 7 days a week  8am - 5pm 
Thursday late night  until 8pm 
(1 April  – 30 September) 
 Southern Electric (Freephone) 08000 727282 
Thames Water    0800 3169800 

Tolsey Museum   (April – October) 
Monday  Closed 
Tuesday – Sunday 2pm – 5 pm 
 
Travel 
Rail Enquiries     08457 484950 
Public Transport Enquiries   08712 002233 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council 
General Enquiries   01993 861000 
Out of Hours    01993 705056 
www.westoxon.gov.uk  

West Oxfordshire District Councillor 
Derek Cotterill    01993 823188 
 
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries 01865 903841 
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily 
Last Patient seen at 10pm    
  
Witney Police Station, Welch Way 
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm 01865 841148 
Closed Saturday and Sunday

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION

Please let us know if any details need 
amending.  editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Updates, photos and previous issues on 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo

Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company
We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat)

01993 823882

Cotswold Painting & Decorating All Painting and Decorating
01993 823670
07919 886685

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd
Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

01993 822226

Jenny Smith
Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held.

07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors
Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk

01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher
Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists

01993 220579

Light My Night
Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk

01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers and Valuers 01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM

Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt
Painter and Decorator 01451 810376

07788 896496

StayCotswold
Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com

01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Vehicle servicing & repairs. MOT Testing Station 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd
Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk

01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate
Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk

01993 220281

ElWell
Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older

01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic
Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ

01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffer Services 
Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk

07920 135157

Tony Williams
Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations

07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers
01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07887 532252
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The Regions Premiere Chauffeur Service

My Chauffeur UK

Executive & VIP Transport

Airport & Seaport Transfers 
Business Meetings 

Sporting events 

WWW.mychauffeuruk.co.uk 
Info@mychauffeuruk.co.uk 

08000 72 52 92

Mercedes Benz Saloon and 6 Seat MPV

Discovery 
art class

The Warwick Hall, Burford, OX18 4RZ
Monday Mornings 10-1pm 
Monday Afternoons 2-5pm 
SPRING COURSES: 
• 2 March – 30 March 
Drawing Landscapes 
– Basics & Beyond 
• 20 April – 18 May 
Architecture
– Drawing & Painting 
For details contact Jessie    
T: 07958 596060
E: enquiries@discoveryartclass.co.uk 
F: fb.me/discoveryartclass   
W: www.discoveryartclass.co.uk

Art Classes 
in the 

Heart of the
Cotswolds 

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Witney 01993 608118

Here at Nicholsons we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
garden centre experience.

 
The Plant Centre  

Hedging & Screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers 
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy pots | Expert advice & Guidance

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture Sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles 

Kadais and BBQs | Lighting 

The Yurt Café  - Delightful treats under canvas
Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Afternoon Tea  

Artisan teas | Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL 
01869 340342

To find out more please visit our website:

www.nicholsonsgb.com

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE  
COUNTRYSIDE

 
  

We have expanded and our Brand-New Wellbeing Centre offers 
highly qualified and skilled professionals, 

delivering exceptional quality, in the beautiful Cotswolds. 
 

We are located at Woodgrove Farm in Fulbrook, Burford OX18 4BH 

Pilates – 07917 090396  info@pilateswithursula.co.uk  
 

Greenwood Osteopathy – 07595 401224   greenwood.osteopathy@gmail.com 
 

Homeopath, Aromatherapy & Massage - 07513 058254  marcela.holmes@cotswoldhomeopath.co.uk 
 

Personal Trainer/Life Coach – Sarah 07399482762 info@sarahmariani.co.uk  
 

Deep Tissue Massage – Sukreni 07780842034 sukrenimade@yahoo.com  
 

Yoga Vinyasa Flow – Loren 07570 023 868 killeenloren@gmail.com  
 

Hypnotherapy - 07940711949  k.riveratallents@btinternet.com 
 

More services yet to come & Retreats in the French Riviera. 
www.cotswoldwellbeing.com  

COTSWOLD WELLBEING 
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CJD Architects
Chartered Practice

The Practice is experienced, dedicated, flexible & regularly 
appointed for its innovative, creative & exciting design solutions.

Clients receive the closest of personal attention in the 
development of their ideas and aspirations :-

ü exploring exciting spacial solutions

ü consideration of the existing site features & surroundings

ü sound practical construction knowledge

ü using sustainable materials

ü achieving high levels of insulation to minimise energy usage

All sensitively & practicably co-ordinated to ensure a unique 
solution creating exciting & efficient spaces, all energy efficient 
& of which all may be proud.

Contact 
Christopher J Davis ARIBA, ACArch 

CJD Architects, 44, Taynton, Oxfordshire OX18 4UH 
T: 01993 823646                          E: chris@a-cjd.co.uk

 

RAMONA GOGOLOS MCFHP 
MAFHP 

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 
 

Services:- 
• toe nail trimming 
• ingrowing nail 
• thickened nails 
• corn and callus removal 
• fungal nail treatment 
• verruca treatment 
• diabetic foot advice 

 
Burford Foot Clinic: Castles Yard, 

Pytts Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ 
(By appointment only) 

Home visits also available 
Tel: 01993 200 980 
Mob: 07884318091 
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At the Rooflight Company we believe business 
should be a force for good. That’s why not only 
have we developed the perfect rooflight solution for 
heritage areas of natural beauty like Burford, we are 
also proud to support our local community. 

For all your rooflight needs, 
support your local rooflight 
manufacturer. 

Call us today on 
01993 833108 or visit 

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk

Supporters of our Local Community

 

        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 
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The Lamb Inn

With festivities over for another year, it’s time to return to  
The Lamb Inn. Escape the chill in front of our roaring log fires -  
your dog is also welcome! 

Pop along and warm up with a drink; whether it’s a pint  
of locally sourced ale, a large glass of red or simply  
a comforting cup of coffee... 

Our seasonal bar menu is available for a bite to eat from  
12noon until 9.00pm. Alternatively, visit our beautiful  
2 rosette restaurant - you’ll be pleased you did!  

We hope to see you soon. 

Jessica Pawley  -  Manager 

The Lamb Inn, Sheep Street, Burford   
Tel: 01993 823155 
www.cotswold-inns-hotels.co.uk/lamb 
* Two courses for £20 per person, Monday to Saturday

HHH

*

2 courserestaurantlunch
£20
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The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	

MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72 
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com 

www.sdd-b.com

Renovations, New Builds, 
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s  

and Landscaping. 

Call 07793 74 73 72  
to discuss your project
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EXCEPTIONAL 
CARE IN  
BURFORD
The Cotswold Home is one of 
a select group of care homes 
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes 
and offers a home from home for 
discerning guests who appreciate 
comfort, quality and exceptional 
care.

We offer personal or nursing care 
on a permanent or short stay basis, 
as well as end of life care, all to the 
same exceptional standard. 

From award-winning restaurant 
style dining to beautiful 
landscaped gardens and 
industry leading staffing levels, 
The Costwold Home provides 
the highest level of service and 
facilities.

Why not come and see for 
yourself?

Call Catherine Lines, our General 
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or  
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

THE COTSWOLD 
HOME

Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,

Burford  
WR9 0BP 

www.efhl.co.uk
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A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

- 27 - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WANTED 
I wish to purchase stamp collections. 

Friendly free valuation service without 
obligation and immediate payment. 

Also medals, coins, postcards and 
other collectables 

Please call:- David Lord 01993 881862 
 

BarkingMad.uk.com   
T: 01865 922004   M: 07985 766868   

E: oxon@barkingmad.uk.com 

Dog lovers wanted
to look after friendly dogs for short stays and holidays

Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!
•   Dogs offered to suit your availability
•   Dog breed, age and size to match 
    your preference
•   Dogs delivered and collected  
    by Barking Mad
•   Everything provided 
    including toys!
•   24 hour support

5303-BMad-Host LScape Advert 60x90-J&A.qxp  12/03/2019  10:30  Page 1

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Free informal  
Valuation Mornings

Burford Valuation Office, 
15 Witney Street, Burford OX18 4SN

01993 822666 or burford@mallams.co.uk 
www.mallams.co.uk

Every Friday  
9.30am – 12.30pm

Mallams
1788

Jewellery, Silver,  
Ceramics, Clocks,  

Works of Art, Pictures,  
Asian & Islamic Art

 

Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 

	

		

Do	you	have	 na	cluttering	up	your	unwanted chi
cupboards?	

I	am	looking	to	buy	good	quality	English	china.	
Cash	paid.	Vintage,	Art	Deco,	Mid	Century	

patterns	or	top	makes	such	as	Royal	Doulton,	
Royal	Crown	Derby,	Spode	etc.	

Call	Liz	at	The	Wanted	Chinaman on	07713	
162596	for	a	no	obligation	chat	and	further	info.	
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JOB OPPORTUNITY  
Part-time bookkeeper 
Burford

www.roadnighttaylor.co.uk

Do you want to  
work for an energetic 
local company?

We are looking for a part-time  
bookkeeper to join our busy, brilliant 
and friendly team just off Burford High 
Street. It is a great role for someone 
looking for flexible part-time hours. 

info@roadnighttaylor.co.uk   www.roadnighttaylor.co.uk
Long Barn | The Old Brewery | Priory Lane | Burford | OX18 4SG

Please call Lucy Taylor  
on 01993 830571 for  
more information or  
email your interest to  
info@roadnighttaylor.co.uk  
- no CV required!

JOB OPPORTUNITY  
Part-time bookkeeper 
Burford

You will be providing support to our Operations 
Director and the rest of the team. It is essential that 
you have strong administration skills and digital 
accounts experience. You will need to have a high 
level of attention to detail and be a quick learner. 

The role will be from around 16 hours per week –  
to be agreed with the successful candidate. It is 
office based but some flexible and home working 
could be accommodated.

APPLY TODAY

(February 2020)
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All areas covered. Family business. Manufacturing and 
installing the residence collection.

We are the only company able to manufacture the 
windows with a timber look weld to both the sash and 
outer frame.

We have fantastic feedback on our installations which 
can be viewed on trustatrader. Our windows are 
designed for conservation areas and listed buildings. 
We also offer a bespoke timber window for listed 
buildings.

We pride ourselves on quality and installations. Our 
products do carry a premium price but we are very 
competitive in this superior brand range.

The heriTage sTepped look
The Heritage stepped look window system is a 
thermally efficient replacement for steel windows. 
These stepped windows use the latest technology and 
are still a fraction of the cost of steel windows. Our 
Heritage windows use a modern ‘Polyamide’ thermal 
break giving them an excellent thermal performance. 

Now you can easily and affordably replace your old, 
single glazed, rusty steel windows with non-rusting, 

secure, steel look-a-like windows with modern energy 
efficient double glazing. What’s more you can do so 
without compromising the character of your period 
property. 

Our slim-line profile emulates the look and feel of 
traditional steel windows. Whether they are combined 
with new or original hardwood frames, or fitted directly 
to brick, these windows can be made to replicate your 
existing windows.

FeaTures
• Slim-line 47mm ‘Polyamide’ thermally broken, non-

rusting aluminium profile.

• Outer frame: 36mm; Outer frame - Sash: 56/59mm.

• Modern multi-point locking options including 
Chelton Secure TM . 

• Traditional furniture options.

• Standard colours include White (gloss), Black (matt) 
or dual Black (matt) Out White (gloss) In.

• Also available in over 200 single colours or dual RAL 
colours.

• Range of textured colours available.

• Can be supplied unglazed or glazed for 24mm 
sealed units.

• Planitherm Total +, Argon gas used as standard.

• Vents are internally glazed for security and ease of 
installation.

• Trickle vents available in head extension.

• Optional dummy vents for matching internally glazed 
fixed lites.

• Complies to building regulations for replacement 
projects.

ElitE WindoWs



Reavley Chemist Burford
124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR 
01993 823144  |  info@reavley.co.uk                   
www.reavley.co.uk                   

Open 7 days a week 
Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 10am – 4pm

With all the drama and global fears caused by the 
recent outbreak of Coronavirus, it is reassuring to know 
that you have expert help at hand at Burford’s Reavley 
Chemist. As England’s oldest pharmacy, the apothecary 
baton has been passed from one family to another, 
generation after generation, and now is held masterfully 
by Ben Tuffour, Superintendent Pharmacist. Alongside 
Ben are two new Pharmacist Managers, both trained at 
Bradford, who have worked amongst the local community 
for over 35 years between them.

Paddy McAllister was brought up in County Tyrone 
in Ireland, but has lived with her family in Witney for 
over twenty years. Her three children have all followed 
her into medicine, so it is clear that her love of the 
medical profession has been influential! 

In previous years, Paddy occasionally covered for 
Cedric Reavley, so she had experience of working 
within the local community prior to joining the pharmacy 
earlier this year. Paddy loves working within an 
independent pharmacy, although she has experience 
of both chain and independent chemists historically, 
much like her colleague, Alison Evans.

Alison originates from Suffolk but has lived in the area 
for over fifteen years, working for High Street chemists 
for many years and also at the Burford Surgery prior 
to joining Ben at Reavley Chemist last year. With two 
primary school age children and three guinea pigs, Alison 
has a busy life when she is not at the pharmacy, but loves 
the opportunity to work with local people that a small, 
independent chemist affords.

Both Pharmacist Managers have a wealth of experience 
and provide friendly and reassuring faces during the 
current stressful, worrying times and will always be on 
hand to assist and advise. So, if you have any health 
concerns over the coming weeks or during Easter and 
Bank Holidays when GP surgeries are not available, 
remember you will always find a warm welcome and 
expert advice at your local pharmacy, often saving the 
need to wait for a doctor’s appointment or a visit to the 
hospital emergency department.  

Our Pharmacy Counter Advisors are also well trained 
and can provide advice on a wide range of over the 
counter medicines to assist you with self-care. Our chemist 
provides the fourth emergency service, on hand to help 
as the first port of call for all your medical concerns.  

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions  |  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines  |  Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands  |  Delivery Service Available

Stay safe & 
well with the 
professional 
reassurance 
of the team at 
Reavley Chemist

Hand sanitiser 

& face masks  

available here!

Alison, Pharmacist Manager Paddy, Pharmacist Manager

Ben Tuffour,
Superintendent Pharmacist

Monthly_Editorial_March.indd   1 13/03/2020   10:11
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p 0203 858 0035

m 07966 502376

a First Floor, 85 Great Portland Street,
London, W1W 7LT

w radnormartin.com  

e office@radnormartin.com

IndependentProperty Search and Estate Agents 
with excellent local knowlege and experience covering 
The Cotswolds and Central London.

Call Emma Branch to arrange a free, 
no obligation market appraisal



Burford Pop-Up: 45 High St, Burford OX18 4QA

saharalondon.com

For clothes that mean  more. 
That add to the story  of our lives. 

We’re Open

Hello Burford


