
Quite a lot of water and no doubt some noxious substances have passed under Burford Bridge since our December 
edition went to press and there have been numerous pieces of local news to report.  In addition to our magazine, it is 
worth looking at our website,the bridgeburford.co.uk  which in December reported that the target of £150,000 to 
meet the cost of implementing the HGV ban had been met.  We recorded the sad death of Nell Gifford, co-founder of 
the circus which has entertained children of all ages at Great Barrington and other places.  An interview with her 
appeared in The Bridge last March.  Another former interviewee, Robert Courts, was re-elected to parliament on 12 
December.  More recently we reported that the Burford Festival has a new chairman (more on this within) and that 
Swinbrook may become a new base for a fox hunt. 
We also reported a big leap forward for the Burford Archive project.  Chris Walker refers in his article this month to 
the valuable work done a hundred years or more ago to record the memories of old Burfordians.  It occurred to us that 
it would be wonderful to do the same sort of thing, this time using modern technology, to collect together the stories 
of our senior citizens and preserve them for future generations.  The Imperial War Museum has a huge archive of 
interviews with soldiers of the First World War, a generation no longer with us, and this is a treasure trove for 
historians.  Could something on a smaller scale be done here?  
Motor bikes, Hopscotch, vanishing bins, trampolining, godcakes and historic meadows also make an appearance this 
month.  You learn a lot from reading The Bridge. 
Matthew Freud is kindly opening his snowdrop garden on Sunday 2 February - see below.   A great opportunity to see 
them, buy a wonderful signed book, as well as contributing to Lucy Staveley’s tree planting initiative (see page 23) 
around the villages in our area. 
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Find us on

• Learn more about the  
‘suite’ lifestyle

•  Meet the team from  
hospitality, care and spa

•  Experience a full village tour

•  View our available properties

• Speak to our knowledgeable 
Village Advisers and expert 
third party professionals

•  Refreshments served

RICHMOND WITNEY

Village Showcase
Thursday 13th February 2020
12noon - 4pm

Join us for our Village Showcase at Richmond Witney, a luxurious 

retirement village in Oxfordshire – where new beginnings start 

and quality memories are made.

Please RSVP for this event by speaking to the Village Advisers
Tel: 01993 768652 or email: witney@richmond-villages.com 
www.richmond-villages.com/witney
Richmond Witney, Coral Springs Way, Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 5DG
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Celebrating 12 months in Burford 

         SOLD     SOLD              SOLD 

01993 220 579  
burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk  

 

Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA 
 

Antiques Valuation 
Mornings
The first Tuesday of every month 9.00am – 1.00pm 
(next valuation morning 4th February)
at Tayler and Fletcher 
Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford,  
OX18 4QA, 01993 220 579

Ceramics, Silverware, Jewellery,  
Medals, Paintings, Clocks & Watches, 
Chinese and Oriental Ceramics, 
Bronzes, Works of Art

Fine Art Auctioneer Martin Lambert pictured holding a very rare 18th 
century Chinese porcelain Vase made for the Qinglong Emperor  
(1735 – 1796) that sold for £40,000 at a recent auction sale of Fine  
Art and Antiques 

Twelve sales held annually at the North Cotswold 
Saleroom, Bourton-on-the-Water, GL54 2AR   
01451 821666    fineart@taylerandfletcher.co.uk
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All areas covered. Family business. Manufacturing and 
installing the residence collection.

We are the only company able to manufacture the 
windows with a timber look weld to both the sash and 
outer frame.

We have fantastic feedback on our installations which 
can be viewed on trustatrader. Our windows are 
designed for conservation areas and listed buildings. 
We also offer a bespoke timber window for listed 
buildings.

We pride ourselves on quality and installations. Our 
products do carry a premium price but we are very 
competitive in this superior brand range.

The heriTage sTepped look
The Heritage stepped look window system is a 
thermally efficient replacement for steel windows. 
These stepped windows use the latest technology and 
are still a fraction of the cost of steel windows. Our 
Heritage windows use a modern ‘Polyamide’ thermal 
break giving them an excellent thermal performance. 

Now you can easily and affordably replace your old, 
single glazed, rusty steel windows with non-rusting, 

secure, steel look-a-like windows with modern energy 
efficient double glazing. What’s more you can do so 
without compromising the character of your period 
property. 

Our slim-line profile emulates the look and feel of 
traditional steel windows. Whether they are combined 
with new or original hardwood frames, or fitted directly 
to brick, these windows can be made to replicate your 
existing windows.

FeaTures
• Slim-line 47mm ‘Polyamide’ thermally broken, non-

rusting aluminium profile.

• Outer frame: 36mm; Outer frame - Sash: 56/59mm.

• Modern multi-point locking options including 
Chelton Secure TM . 

• Traditional furniture options.

• Standard colours include White (gloss), Black (matt) 
or dual Black (matt) Out White (gloss) In.

• Also available in over 200 single colours or dual RAL 
colours.

• Range of textured colours available.

• Can be supplied unglazed or glazed for 24mm 
sealed units.

• Planitherm Total +, Argon gas used as standard.

• Vents are internally glazed for security and ease of 
installation.

• Trickle vents available in head extension.

• Optional dummy vents for matching internally glazed 
fixed lites.

• Complies to building regulations for replacement 
projects.

ElitE WindoWs
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Pop-Up India

Warwick Hall Burford
Licensed Bar Available

7.30pm Friday 21st February
Limited Availability

The first of a series of pop-up nights - a two course Indian meal for £22.00
www.cafefifteen.co.uk or 01993 224783 for info. Sallycafe15@outlook.com to book.

		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
CAT	BUDDIES	LTD	t/as	Fudge	Cat	Home	Care	–	very	
experienced	Cotswold	resident	cat	owners	(currently	
7	cats!)	to	look	after	your	cat(s)	when	you	are	away.		
One	or	two	visits	per	day	(more	if	elderly	or	requiring	
medication,	 by	 arrangement).	 We	 also	 have	 two	
border	 collies	 and	 are	 happy	 to	 take	 bookings	 for	
occasional	dog	walks	and	general	day	care	when	you	
are	 out	 and	 cannot	 take	 4-legged	 friend	with!	 	 DBS	
checked,	 NARPS	 insured.	 	 Please	 contact	 Laura	 &	
Nigel	
Mob:		07814478182	
Email	:		Catbuddiesltd@gmail.com			
Web:		www.catbuddiesltd.uk			

NEED A NEW LOOK ?
Why not call in for a free consultation with one 

of our experienced state registered stylists. 
Simply bring this ad with you to qualify for a 
50% discount on your first hair appointment*

WHY CHOOSE US ?
* Professional stylist team

* Cutting specialists
* Hair colouring experts

* Friendly , focused and fun
* Beauty room services

* Easy to find, ample free parking outside or 
on local bus routes 233, S2

Tel : 01993 775100
60-62 Brize Norton Road, Minster Lovell,Wit-

ney Oxfordshire OX290RY
www.fringehairandbeauty.co.uk

Instagram - @fringehairandbeautyltd
Facebook - fringehairandbeauty

*New customers only
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Thur 6 Feb Fulbrook Forum - Accidental  Charity 
Champion by Sue Newport

Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm

Fri 7 Feb Friday Focus Warwick Hall 10.30-3pm

Tue 11 Feb FABW1 - Adventures on the Silk Road by 
Maggie White

Warwick Hall 7.30pm

Wed 12 Feb TASC lecture Art in Advertising, Tony 
Rawlins

Warwick Hall 11am

Wed 12 Feb North Cotswold Arts - Drawing animals in 
pencil by Jackie Cox

Warwick Hall 2.00-4.00

Sat 15 Feb Astally Film Club - Hopscotch starring 
Walter Matthau

Asthall Leigh Memorial 
Hall

7.45pm

Tue 18 Feb Burford & District Society The Sky Above 
Burford

Methodist Church 7.30pm

Mon 24 Feb Rotary Talk - Riding for the Disabled Burford Golf Club 7pm

Mon 24 Feb Friends of Burford Library Fish ’n Chip 
pub quiz

Royal Oak 7pm

Wed 26 Feb Lenthall Concert - Schubert, Beethoven  
and Brahms Bochmann Trio with Paul 
Turner

Burford School 7.30pm

Wed 26 Feb Senior Citizens’ lunch - Boarding House Contact Mrs Imms 823283

Thur 28 Feb BDHA  AGM with tea and cake Bowls Club 2.15pm

Thur 5 Mar Fulbrook Forum - Is Greta Right? Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm

Wed 11 Mar TASC lecture Royal Collectors: Victoria 
and Albert

Warwick Hall 11am

Thur 12 Mar Concert by Burford School Community 
Choir

Burford Church 7pm

Mon 30 Mar Rotary  Talk - Acupuncture and Chinese 
Medicine

Burford Golf Club 7pm

Wed 1 April Lenthall Concert celebrating Oxfordshire 
music

Burford School 7.30pm

Sat 4 April Burford Singers Bach St John Passion Burford Church 7.30pm

Mon 27 April Rotary Talk - Research and Care in 
Prostate Cancer

Burford Golf Club 7pm

11-20 June 
2021

Burford Festival 2021 Burford

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  FEBRUARY ONWARDS

NB  When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include:  Day of the Week, Date, 
Venue, Time.     Thank you.
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He found freelance working suited him 
well as it could be fitted around 
bringing up his four daughters.  He is 
justifiably proud of them; all four went 
to university and went on to successful 
careers.  Hannah, the eldest, was 
married last year, lives at Rissington 
and is a human resources consultant 
working for Jacobs Douwe Egberts, 
producers of many brands of coffee, at 
Banbury.  She has two children.  
Charlotte was married in 2018 and is a 
mental health nurse in Oxford.  Emma 
is a design engineer and works on 
heritage windows in Shipton-under-
Wychwood.  Lucy, the second oldest, 
lives in Chicago and works for a public 
relations and marketing company.   She 
has already figured in these pages when 
she was photographed reading The 
Bridge in Chicago.  “I send it to her 
every month. The postage is £5”.  The 
second notable event for the Yeatman 
family is that Lucy is getting married 
later this year. 

In addition to his two careers in 
telecommunications and bookkeeping, 
John enjoyed a third, spectacular career in 
the world of sport.  When The Bridge interviewed Peter 
Radford in July 2016 we described him as the fastest man 
in Burford.  It turns out that John could give him a run for 
his money, at least with the aid of a powerful internal 
combustion engine.  The story starts in the 1930s when 
Tom Yeatman was a speedway 
rider, and his two older sons 
took this up in the 1960s.  In 
1971 Mervyn Hoare and Linda 
Westmacott were competing in 
sidecar racing but Linda had a 
bad accident after which 
Michael  Yeatman took her 
place.  The following year he 
acquired his own bike and 
John, who was still at school, 
was press-ganged into stepping 
into the sidecar.  The main skill 
required was to move into 
exactly the right position to 
balance the bike when going 
round bends. 

From there John graduated to 
solo motor cycling racing.  He 
competed at different times in 
125, 250, 350 and 500cc races 
but mostly in the 350cc class.  
He raced at all the leading 
tracks such as Brands Hatch, 
Donington Park and Snetterton.  He set lap records at 
Long Marston and Colerne and came within 0.1 of a 
second of the lap record set by Barry Sheene at Thruxton.  
He was sponsored for part of his career by Mike Wheeler 
Motorcycles of Witney who supplied his last two bikes. 
“I raced on the Isle of Man TT course in 1979.  It was 
foggy going over the mountain and I couldn’t see.  I had to 

take my visor off.  Four competitors 
were killed that year”.  In all his career 
he had 11 crashes, twice breaking a rib 
and also suffering concussion, but he 
won 47  races, 37 of them in the 350cc 
class.  “I got an international licence and 
took part in the Powerbike International 
race at Brands Hatch.  That was my last 
race.  I was spending 40 hours per week 
working and 40 hours working on the 
bike.  I had a really good time but when 
Hannah was born in 1983 I decided it 
was time to pack it in.”  Instead he took 
up pedal cycle racing in which he 
competed for another 12 years. 

Closer to home, he has played a big part 
in the life of the community in Burford.  
He was chairman of the Scout Group for 
seven  years, during which the new 
headquarters was built, and was a 
governor of the primary school as well 
as involved with the Friends of Burford 
Primary School.  He was also active in 
the Burford School Association and 
helped with  the Uganda link for the 
school.  “Lucy and Emma went to 
Uganda and Lucy later went as a 
representative to a UN summit in South 
Africa”.  He was chairman and then 
treasurer of the (old) Warwick Hall when 

it was still run by the town council, and is now heavily 
engaged on the Burford community archive project.  He 
has also taken part in some hair-raising activities for 
charity including a four man parachute crossing of the 
English Channel.  He is clearly a man who enjoys an 
adrenalin rush. 

Does he have time for any 
hobbies?  “Mainly looking 
after the house and the garden, 
and spending time with my 
children and grandchildren”.  
There is a wonderful view 
from his garden across the 
valley to the west and he has 
created a patio area where 
there was once a pigsty.  He 
also looks after his three 
motor bikes and two cars.  “I 
go out on a bike with Frank 
Triggs and a couple of other 
mates, and I go to local bike 
race meetings”.  

John tells the following story 
which neatly encapsulates his 
life.  “I attended a mayor's 
dinner in the old Warwick 
Hall when Keith Davies was 
mayor. Keith proposed a 

succession of toasts starting which the Queen, progressing 
through various criteria with only those fitting the bill 
remaining standing. The final was that all those born in 
Burford should remain standing, I was the only one 
remaining and was toasted as John of Burford”.  A true 
Burfordian indeed. 
Editors 

THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH 
JOHN YEATMAN 

John Yeatman (or 
Johnnie - he 
answers to both) is 
a Burfordian born 
and bred.  Indeed 
he was born in 
Oxford Road, just 
yards from his 
present home.  It is 
appropriate for The 
Bridge to interview 
him this year 
because of two 
notable events.  
The first (the 
second will come 
later) is that this 
year the Yeatman 
family are 

completing 100 years of living in Burford.  Research 
into family history carried out with help from Peter 
Higgs has revealed that John’s grandfather, Albert 
Yeatman, moved to Burford in 1920. 
     Albert and his first wife had lived in Dean near 
Chadlington.  His wife died in 1916 when John’s father, 
Thomas, was two.  Sadly two other children of the 
marriage died the same year.  After his mother’s death 
Thomas (Tom) was sent to live with a lady in Milton to 
be looked after.  However in 1920 Albert remarried.  His 
second wife was Sarah Marshall and the wedding took 
place  on Christmas Day. This may sound unusual to us 
today but it used to be quite common for the practical 
reason that Christmas Day and Boxing Day were the 
only days when working people could be sure of a day 
off.  (Even Scrooge reluctantly had to let Bob Cratchit 
have Christmas Day off.) 
     The newlyweds moved to Gable Cottage in Witney 
Street and Tom returned to be with his father and his 
new stepmother.  Albert worked as a plasterer and in fact 
plastered John’s present house when it was built in 
1922.  Tom grew up at Gable Cottage and became a 
motor engineer.  In 1939 he joined the Royal Air Force 
where he served as a flight sergeant (engineer) in Egypt, 
Malta and various RAF stations in this country.  When 
home on leave he met John’s mother, Phyllis, at the 
Three Horseshoes in Asthall (now the Maytime Inn).  
Phyllis (also known as Phyl or Bing) was a nurse at the 
Hammersmith Hospital and was a friend of a fellow-
nurse whose father was the landlord of the pub.  The two 
girls used to go to Asthall to escape from the bombing 
when not working. 
     Tom and Phyl were married around 1946 and they 
started their married life in a caravan at Taynton after 
which they  lodged for a while at what is now the 
Burford Nursing Home (until recently Ramping Cat 
House).  They moved to 41 Oxford Road when new 
houses were built there.  Tom resumed his career as a 
motor engineer, most of which was spent as manager of 

the Central Garage in Bampton where cars and 
agricultural machinery were serviced.    John was born 
in 1954, the youngest of four children.  He was 
delivered by Nan Meadows, the district nurse who is 
commemorated by a plaque in Guildenford.  The oldest 
child, Christopher, is a retired engineer.  Michael, the 
second, was a welder who fitted garage doors and  
passed away last year.  Diana, also retired, was manager 
of a job centre for the Department of Employment. 

     John was educated at Burford Primary School and 
Burford Grammar School.  At the primary school he was 
taught by Mrs Francis who worked there for 42 years 
during which  she also taught his father and his brothers 
and sister.  Her husband, Buff Francis, used to make 
coffins in Witney Street.  The children used to go to 
watch him and collect the off-cuts from which they 
made sledges.  He was taught by Raymond Moody at 
the big school and recalls listening with fascination to 
Raymond’s lucid explanation of how the stripes were 
put into toothpaste. 

     Burford, says John, was a quiet place in the 1950s 
and 1960s.  Such visitors as came would stay for a few 
nights at the Bay Tree, the Lamb or the Bull.  There was 
no car park and car ownership was much more limited 
than today so day visitors were few.  John was not aware 
of them as he was off with his friends fishing or 
canoeing on the (no doubt cleaner) Windrush. Many of 
the children were sons and daughters of farm workers.  
Taynton, for example, consisted largely of agricultural 
workers’ cottages.   
     After leaving school John was apprenticed at the 
General Post Office, working on telephones.  (For 
younger readers - the post office was responsible for the 
telephone service until it was hived off as BT in 1980).  
He was based in Oxford, installing digital line systems 
and, later, optical line systems.  He rose to be a technical 
support manager and then a field manager.  When he got 
married he lived in Witney for a time before moving in 
1983 to the house where he still lives.   
     John left BT  “with about 140,000 others” in 1995.  
Advances in technology led to huge reductions in staff.  
Older readers may recall the time when calls had to be 
connected by an operator rather than dialled.  “”The 
operator centre in Oxford had 140 people working there 
when I joined.  When I left there were three”, John says. 
He then started a second career as a bookkeeper.  He had 
no formal training for this.  “As a manager I had done 
admin stuff and I was always good at maths.  People 
told me what to do and I soon picked it up”.  His main 
work was for the town council and for Vick’s garage but 
at one time he had around 12 other clients.  He has 
reduced his workload more recently although he still 
works for the council, where his official title is 
Responsible Financial Officer, and a few others.  John 
White regularly points out that John together with 
Maggie Andrews (town clerk) and David Buckland 
(lengthsman and groundsman) are the three people who 
keep Burford going.  In fact John has been involved 
with the council for longer than all but a couple of the 
current elected councillors. 
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Professor Stephen Westaby 
At our last meeting we welcomed Professor Stephen 
Westaby, one of the world’s most eminent heart 
surgeons. His moving talk wittily summarised the 
milestones in his career and why at times he had no 
choice but to take calculated chances, pushing the 
boundaries and capabilities of heart surgery to save the 
lives of many who were close to death. 
     Steve exampled some of his most remarkable and 
poignant cases – including a man whose life was 
powered by a battery for eight years and the baby who 
had suffered multiple heart attacks by the time she was 
six months old. Did the baby survive? She did and 
seventeen years later she was reunited with Steve on the 
ITV This Morning sofa (available to view on YouTube 
Stephen Westabyj) 
     This talk was a powerful and exceptional insight into 
the tragic world of heart surgery where a slip of the hand 
could have dire consequences with the Grim Reaper 
forever perching on the cardiac surgeons’ shoulders. But 
happily the audience included several local ex-patients 
and/or their relatives, who took this opportunity to once 
again thank Steve for all he did for them and in doing 
so, touchingly acknowledge that it was because of his 
skills that they were ‘still here’ and gratefully enjoying 
wonderful lives. 
     Steve is no longer an active surgeon but in between 
travelling the world to share his knowledge and 
experience, he has become a very successful author 
recalling his life and cases. The Times review of Fragile 
Lives (which was shortlisted for the Costa Book Awards) 

said (the book) “….reads like a thriller, 
except with rather more corpses. You race 
to each chapter’s end to see if his certain-
to-die patient survives.” After listening to 
his story it was no surprise that it became a 
Sunday Times bestseller. It has just been 
followed by his latest book The Knife’s 
Edge.  
Peter Martin 

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm.Tuesday 
18 February 2020, in the Methodist Church, High Street, 
Burford. The AGM followed by 'The Sky above Burford 
& District, Our Home, Our Universe, Our Everything'. A 
talk by Robin Smitten, chairman of Chipping Norton 
Amateur Astronomy Group. 
If you live in Burford and find attending meetings 
during the dark winter nights a navigation problem, we 
are able to help. Please contact Kathryn Kyle, Mobile 
07903 504 743 or e-mail kylekathyryn@hotmail.com.  
Also for those with the appropriate hearing aids there is 
a LOOP system in the Methodist Church. 

New members are always very welcome. We have a 
programme of five talks a year, a house and garden visit, 
a garden party, and an annual lunch meeting. The annual 
subscription is only £10. Please come to enjoy yourself 
and join the 'curious' Burfordshire Community! See us 
on www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk or the Facebook 
- www.facebook.com/BurfordandDistrictSociety. 
Tony Hodgkison 

 

BURFORD & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

In December we were due to hear Davina Wynne Jones 
talk about her mother, the renowned gardener Rosemary 
Verey.  Sadly Davina died unexpectedly a few months 
ago.  So at short notice we were very lucky to have 
Adrian James to fill the gap.  He is a very polished 
speaker with outstanding photographs.  He spoke about 
“Folklore and More” and his talk was a real Christmas 
cracker to end the year.  He talked about traditions from 
snowdrops to mistletoe with plenty of amusing facts and 
anecdotes. 
     I have just enjoyed reading The Garden Jungle by 
Dave Goulson, a book about wildlife-friendly 
gardening.  He advocated leaving plenty of undergrowth 
as cover through the winter – so not cutting back 
perennials until February/March.  He also suggested 
leaving areas of long grass and cutting the rest less 
frequently.  So if my garden is not over-tidy it is not just 
due to old age! 
     Our next event is the annual general meeting, with 
afternoon tea and cake on 27 February at 2.15 for 2.30 at 
the Bowls Club in Tanners Lane.   
David Day 
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
You’ve done it !!! 

At the beginning of December, but too late to get it into 
the December issue of The Bridge, the HGV appeal 
reached its target of £150k. This is entirely due to the 
fantastic response from Burfordians coupled with an 
equally fantastic reaction from what I will call the 
“A361 Community” – home owners, businesses, parish 
councils and town councils along the A361 who will 
benefit from the ban. We have no doubt that Cotswold 
Wildlife Park’s outstanding offer of some matched 
funding halfway through the campaign energised those 
who were considering their position because donations 
picked up immediately afterwards both numerically and 
in amount. We are extremely grateful to the park and its 
managing director, Reggie Heyworth, not only for their 
generosity but also for their unswerving support 
throughout the appeal. I had the pleasure of meeting Mr 
Heyworth and some of his colleagues to report on the 
course of the appeal. This gave me the opportunity of 
renewing acquaintance with Darwin, the Aldabra giant 
tortoise, which I had officially welcomed to Burford in 
2011 as my second official function as mayor  - the first 
was opening the then new civic lavatories in the High 
Street!  Aldabra is an island in the Seychelles not a 
magician’s incantation nor something Madonna wears. It 
is the park’s 50th Anniversary this year; we will give 
you details of the celebrations in due course. 

     It is invidious to pick out individual donors but I 
cannot leave what was the hottest topic for most of last 
year without mentioning Chipping Norton Town 
Council who have been shoulder to shoulder with us 
ever since we started seeking a weight limit and have 
never wavered in their backing of our efforts 
culminating in a most handsome contribution to the 
appeal – thanks a million! One statistic we can give you 
is the number of donations. In a pleasing bit of 
symmetry there were exactly 150 donors so, with 
amazing mental arithmetical agility, I can tell you that 
the average donation was £1000.  We are immensely 
grateful to each and every one of our donors. Thanks to 
you, we have been able to give OCC the undertaking 
they required that BTC would be responsible for the 
costs and the work has now started. We have had our 
first meeting with the six departments involved in OCC 
– Communities, Highways, Legal, Trading Standards, 
Traffic and Transport.  We will report progress, or lack 
thereof, to you each month! 

So much happened between Bonfire Night and New 
Year’s Eve that it was difficult to squeeze it all in – both 
during that period and in this piece. Suffice it to say that 
the Civic Carol Service was its usual triumph with 
everybody singing their hearts out and the Rev. Canon 
Andrew Wingfield Digby (no hyphen, please note) 
[wouldn’t dream of it - ed] including a sensational 
shaggy dog story in his sermon. There was little else to 
be talked about at the after party in the Lady Chapel, at 
least until one of Burford’s finest took a tumble with a 
tray of glasses and bottles, not having sampled any of 
them. A small but dedicated group led by Sally Colter 
organised a full-blooded Christmas lunch in the 
Warwick Hall for 56 people who would not otherwise 
have had such a wonderful time. Next year we must 
expand the volunteer group.  I am sure there will be no 
difficulty in finding a few more willing helpers. 
     And, in the midst of all this, Boris Johnson had the 
temerity to call a General Election but your council was 
not to be deflected from its obsession with roads. In 
December we gave the go ahead for the introduction of 
a 20 m.p.h limit on all roads in Burford except the A40 
which will, at least, go down to 30 outside the school. 
The first step will, inevitably, be a consultation so you 
will be able to have your say. Next month I will try to 
make space for the saga of the footbridge over the A40 
giving safe ingress to and egress from the school. Bet 
you can’t wait! 
John White - Mayor 
******************************************** 

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 
We hope all our readers and supporters enjoyed a restful 
and pleasurable festive season. 
     Christmas started early in Burford on the 30th of 
November, when the businesses put on a great show and 
the Christmas lights were switched on. The library was 
open and Jan Cohen, our treasurer, was on duty and was 
delighted with the number of visitors who called in, 
some leaving donations for the library! 
     The following Saturday we welcomed Mick Herron, 
a very successful detective novelist, to the library. The 
tickets were restricted to thirty so it was a very cosy 
occasion. He told us that he had decided to leave 
thrillers for the time being and write spy or espionage 
novels. Everyone enjoyed his talk and found him an 
interesting and modest man. 
     In the New Year, on Monday 24 February, the Royal 
Oak in Witney Street is joining forces with the library to 
host a fish and chip supper at 7pm followed by a pub 
quiz at 8pm. They will donate two bottles of wine to the 
winning team - two to four participants. Tickets are £15 
all in: booking is through the Royal Oak 01993 
823278 or info@royaloakburford.co.uk. 
     The Scrabble evenings are continuing. 
Remember, first Tuesday of every month in 
the library at 7.00. Please bring your own 
Scrabble set. 
     Plans for our summer event are in their 
infancy as yet but we'll keep you posted. 
Elizabeth Mortimore  
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THE ASTHALL GODCAKES 

Those of you who watched Mackenzie Crook’s recent 
TV adaptation of Barbara Euphan Todd’s story of the 
fictional scarecrow, Worzel Gummidge, may have 
wondered about the mention of a ‘Godcake’. In the 
programme, the Godcake was used as a point of 
direction, referring to the triangle of grass that forms 
where roads meet and carts would have had to turn. 
     Although the word was new to me it apparently 
originates in nearby Warwickshire, the landscape feature 
itself sounded familiar and, sure enough, there is a very 
good example of a Godcake at the top of Ninety Cut 
Hill, at the crossroads to Asthall, Swinbrook and Asthall 
Leigh. In fact, Asthall seems to be particularly rich in 
these features, with another two in the village itself, 
although I am sure that there are others nearby. 
     The name Godcake also refers to a Coventry delicacy 
dating back to the Middle Ages. It consists of sugar-
coated puff pastry stuffed with mincemeat, rather like a 
Banbury cake or an Eccles cake but the Godcake is 
marked by its distinctive triangular shape and three 
scores across the top of the pastry representing the Holy 
Trinity. This symbolic meaning is in keeping with the 
fact that Godcakes were traditionally given by 
godparents to their godchildren, usually on New Year’s 
Day. Once a rarity, Godcakes have been rediscovered by 
Coventry bakers in recent times and are now readily 
available in the local cafés.  

     As for the grassy triangles, I like to think that it was 
the edible version that inspired their name, but can find 
no proof of that, nor can I find any reference to an 
Oxfordshire term for them. Any further information that 
readers may have would be very welcome. 
Lesley Gray 

FULBROOK FORUM 
5 Dec 2019 Windrush Against Sewage Pollution 

by Ashley Smith 
What has happened to our once beautiful River 
Windrush? An outrageous horror story that Ashley is 
exposing through his campaign WASP 
www.windrushwasp.org/. As a child, I enjoyed 
swimming in the river and catching minnows in jam 
jars. Ashley showed us videos as recently as 2006, 
which showed abundant fish, healthy weed and a clean 
stony bottom in the river. The river below Bourton on 
the Water passes through Witney to the Thames, 
receiving ever increasing quantities of sewage effluent 
and sometimes untreated sewage. This contaminates the 
river with ammonia, phosphates, hormones, drugs, toxic 
chemicals and nasty bacteria to name but a few. We 
naively trusted “the system” to look after us. We have 
been deceived by light touch regulation by the 
government, poor monitoring by the Environment 
Agency and corporate greed by Thames Water which 
has a monopoly. The only way that Thames Water will 
spend money and upgrade the outdated system is if 
public opinion forces them to. It is up to us to support 
WASP, write and complain to our MP, and Thames 
Water, who are very sensitive to negative publicity. It is 
unacceptable to leave this shocking legacy to future 
generations  

Next meetings 
6 Feb 2020 Tales from an Accidental Charity 

Champion by Sue Newport 
From swimming Lake Windermere to abseiling off the 
top of the tower at the John Radcliffe Hospital via some 
rather fetching “bum” shorts, Sue has championed 
various charities over the years and raised almost 
£100,000 in the process. Underpinning everything is 
Sue’s belief that we “get good by doing good” – be this 
in a work, voluntary or family setting. By sharing 
stories, learning points from organising many different 
events and her plans for the future, Sue hopes to inspire 
you to “get good by doing good” as well. 

5 Mar 2020 It’s Now or Never! What should 
Fulbrook do about the climate emergency? 
After a short presentation on global climate change, in 
which they will be asking “Is Greta Right?” Malcolm 
Taylor and Peter Burns will host an interactive 
discussion about how climate change is affecting our 
lives in Fulbrook and the actions we could be taking to 
combat it. 
     If you would like a reminder about a week before 
each meeting please e-mail fulbrookforum@gmail.com 
to join our mailing list. 
     Meetings take place at 3pm in the 
Fulbrook Meeting Place at the back of 
Fulbrook Church. All welcome, no 
membership required. A donation of £1 
please which includes refreshments. 
Oliver Sharpley 

Photo credit: Robert Gray. 
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February Lecture and Special Interest Day 

The Warwick Hall, Church Green, OX18 4RZ 

Lecture on 12 February 
Art in Advertising. How the Industry exploits Fine Art 

with Tony Rawlins 
Fine Art has provided advertisers and their agencies 
with a great deal of material to use in their creative 
campaigns. This lecture shows how the works of 
Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael and Michelangelo have 
provided particularly rich sources for the industry. From 
the Renaissance, through to the present day, Fine Art 
continues to provide opportunities to enhance brand 
imagery with humour, satire and irony. 

TASC lectures take place from 11.00 -12.00 in the 
Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. 
Coffee is available in the Warwick Hall. Non-members 
are very welcome (suggested donation £10). 
     For more information contact Frances Sparkes on 
01993 823943 or  
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 

Special Interest Day on 26 February 
The Silk Road in Art, History and Exploration with 

Susan Whitfield 
Our lecturer will guide us through its history and 
cultures, explore the story of the early 20th century 
imperial archaeologists, particularly Sir Aurel Stein, and 
his discovery of forgotten civilisations from the desert 
sands of the Taklamakan. We will be shown several 
wonderful pieces of art exemplifying the transmissions 
and interactions of peoples, faiths, technologies, 
materials and designs along the Silk Road. 

      Special Interest Days comprise three talks and cost 
£32 (£35 for non-members) and include a light lunch 
and refreshments.  

Time: 10.45 to 3.00 pm  
Venue: The Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford 

OX18 4RZ 
To Book:  please contact Verity Brown 01608 811728 

or via our website below 
To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to 
see what lectures, special interest days and other 
activities are planned for the future, please visit the 
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
Frances Sparkes 
********************************************* 

LOCAL WALKS WITH THE  
COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS 

February 2020 

Cotswold Olimpicks – Tuesday 4 February - 
Moderate 
A lovely picturesque walk with one big down and up. 
Meeting at the site of the Dover's Olimpicks, we walk to 
Broadway and back. Food and drink available in 
Chipping Campden. 
3 hours: 6.5 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Dover’s Hill NT pay & display car park 
GL55 6UW. OS Map ref: SP 136 395. 

Guiting Power – stream and woodland trail – 
Wednesday 26 February - Moderate 
A varied late winter walk, mainly on firm paths from 
Guiting Power. On the way we pass the site of a 
deserted medieval village. We follow a tributary of the 
River Windrush through Castlett and Guiting Woods. 
Shop/café and pubs in Guiting Power. 
3 hours: 5.5 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Guiting Power village car park 
(donation). OS Map ref: SP 095 246. 

Countryside around Stow on the Wold – Thursday 
27 February - Moderate 
Countryside from Stow to the Swells, Donnington, 
Longborough, Broadwell and back to Stow. Bring a 
snack or packed lunch. 
4.5 hours: 8 miles. 
Start:  9.30 am Stow on the Wold, Stocks on village 
green. OS Map ref: SP 192 258. 

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may 
be steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary 
but terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes 
some hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be 
rough underfoot and ascents and descents may be steep. 
We welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not 
allowed.   Walks are free although we do invite 
donations to help fund our conservation and 
improvement work. 

The Wardens run a full programme of guided walks 
throughout the Cotswolds.  For more information see 
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk  or Tel: 01451 862000, also 
for any changes to arrangements such as due to extreme 
weather. 
Sheila Wasley 
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MADHATTER RECOMMENDS 
Sara’s Books of the Year for 2019 

Silence of the Girls by Pat Barker 
The Trojan War told from a woman’s 
perspective sweeps away dreams of 
heroism, bravery and valour to reveal 
the unspeakable loss, grief and pain 
of war. Pat Barker describes the 
women, whether high born or slaves, 
who watch their husbands and sons 
face brutal deaths and whose lives are 
changed irrevocably from one battle 
to the next. It is a remarkable re- 
telling of Homer’s classic, reminding 
us that all wars cause undiluted horror 
and suffering. 

Now We Shall Be Entirely Free by Andrew Miller 
Beautifully written and melancholic, a 
young man runs away from his terrible 
experiences following the debacle of 
the Battle of Corunna in 1809. Captain 
Lacroix’s journeys to the Outer 
Hebrides to escape his past traumas and 
terrible memories and tentatively 
begins to find solace. However, he is 
unaware that he is being followed by 
those who have not forgotten the 
ravages of war, who wish him harm 
and his war is not yet over. 

Winter Soldier By Daniel Mason 
Set in Vienna 1914 and then moving to 
the battlegrounds of the Eastern Front, 
a young medical student enlists with 
the promise of gaining medical and 
surgical experience in the army 
hospitals. He quickly discovers that his 
aspirations are entirely misplaced as he 
finds himself, with the help of one 
nurse, faced with the challenges of 
meagre medical care and terrible living 
conditions. This affecting novel is 
perfect for those who loved All the   

      Light We Cannot See by Anthony  
      Doerr 

Family Lexicon by Natalia Ginzburg 
Ginzburg writes beautifully in her own 
particular style and I, for one, really 
enjoy reading her books. Family Lexicon 
is an autobiographical novel about 
Ginzburg’s Italian Jewish family during 
the pre war years. Both nostalgic and 
wonderfully uncompromising, Ginzburg 
describes her family and their friends, 
their arguments, aspirations and daily 
routines. Her father, Giuseppe, has a 
passion for hiking and constantly 

complains about his wife without whom 
he would be lost.  Every family has its own particular 
shared jokes and anecdotes that bind them together and 
Ginzburg shares her family’s own stories with moving and 
charming candour. 
Caroline Fisher 

ALICE’S BOOK CLUB 
Slow Horses by Mick Herron came as a surprise to some 
of Alice’s Book Group as “it is not the sort of book I 
usually read.”  This is the first in a series of 

contemporary spy thrillers, which 
“exceeded its genre.” In a departure 
from the usual internationally set spy 
thriller, it revolves around a group of 
MI5 failures who are relegated to 
humdrum tasks in a rundown London 
office supervised by Jackson Lamb, 
another exile and a huge slob of man.  
From this unpromising start Herron 
draws us into a sticky dusty web 
when, against the expectation and 
orders of the powers that be, Lamb 

manoeuvres these failed operatives out of their vicious, 
incestuous office fighting to solve a crime which 
threatens national security. 
     From a slightly slow beginning we are engaged and 
drawn into the mystery. We learn some of the back 
histories of the operatives, and against our will, begin to 
sense the integrity and sense of duty of these Slow 
Horses, and even feel some sympathy.  The story has 
many contemporary overtones, and could be considered 
politically relevant. It was also salutary to be reminded 
that we are often victims of our own preconceptions.  As 
a spy thriller, it again exceeded its genre because, after 
some quite nasty action, it came to a satisfying end.  
This is quite a rare virtue in contemporary fiction. 
     Mick Herron writes very well. There is a rich vein of 
humour, sometimes very dark, but he also will uplift his 
reader with a dazzling piece of description. The opening 
is especially notable.  Despite the sordid settings and the 
uncompromising  characters, there is the a certain moral 
undertone to this tale, and most of the Group thought 
they might read more about the Slow Horses, surely the 
best of praise. 
     Alice’s Book Group anticipated that The Hunting 
Party by Lucy Foley, about a murder in a remote 
snowbound Highland Lodge at New Year, would be 
nicely readable and suitable for the dark winter 
evenings.  And it was.  

In the mould of an Agatha Christie 
mystery it ticked all the boxes. Some 
thought it was a little formulaic, but 
actually that can be one of the 
advantages of the genre, indeed almost 
necessary.  The characters are a group 
of university friends who annually 
meet in a different venue to celebrate 
the New Year. Foley is adroit in 
slipping into the story episodes from 
their past, and through the use of first 

hand narration by some of the group we realise that they 
do not appreciate that they have grown apart and that 
hidden grievances are festering.  It was rather 
disappointing that, bar one, the men had very little to 
contribute to the story - we may be a group of women, 
but we thought the male sex deserved a little more 
representation. 
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There is an interesting sub-plot cleverly inserted which 
provides a tantalising red herring with its own gripping 
finale; the name of the murdered victim is hidden until 
we are well into the book, and whilst at the final 
denouement the murderer’s identity is not a very great 
surprise, it was by no means certain, which is to the 
author’s credit, for she had given us clues, hidden 
among many other irrelevant facts, so at the end the 
motive and opportunity are quite credible.  We also are 
treated to the tension between two damaged people, 
(damaged souls are apparently essential to the modern 
novel. The emotional scars in earlier novels are usually 
more obscure) and wait to learn if they will confess their 
mutual attraction.  There is another love affair but not so 
satisfying. Personal histories and information are drip 
fed to the reader throughout, but sometimes the 
tendency to jump between times and narrators is 
disconcerting and a few of the characters are rather 
sketchy. However, the sense of total isolation and of the 
brooding presence of the bleak Scottish hills is rather 
well done. In fact the actual writing has some excellent 
pieces and is generally nice to read. 
     Agatha Christie is such an icon that it is hard to 
compare any author, but after a slow start we decided 
that Lucy Foley has written a book which is worthy of 
comparison to those of the Mistress of Mystery. 
Still on a winter theme, we next read Christmas Days by 
Jeanette Winterson. 
Veral Marshall 
********************************************* 

BURFORD FAMOUS AROUND THE 
WORLD 

A family member who went to Sri 
Lanka on holiday over Christmas met 
a local couple who had visited 
Burford a few years ago and were so 
taken by the place that they bought 
and both read The Wool-Pack by 
Cynthia Harnett, a story published in 
1951 and set in Burford in 1493.  
They said they were impressed to 
meet someone with a connection with 
the town.   

Our family member said he found it oddly touching that 
people living thousands of miles away in a tropical 
country could be so enchanted by a story of the fifteenth 
century wool industry.  It is good to know that some 
visitors take home rather more than a Huffkins carrier 
bag by which to remember their time here. 
Editors 
********************************************* 

POPPY APPEAL - THANKS 
This was our first year as  Poppy Appeal organisers, and 
we would like to pass our deepest thanks for those who 
supported the 2019 Poppy Appeal. With your kind 
generosity we raised £5,021.00. Thanks again for your 
support and kind donations. 
Paul and Sally Andrews 

NEWS FROM BURFORD SCHOOL 
The 39 Steps 

Filmmaker and actor Orson Welles referred to Hitchcock’s 
film as a ‘masterpiece’. From 10-13 February Burford 
School will be bringing their own ‘masterpiece’ to the 
stage.   Based on the 1935 film by Alfred Hitchcock, The 
39 Steps is a story of spies and secrets, espionage and 
intrigue. Don’t miss it.  Tickets are available at: 
Ticketsource.co.uk/burford-school 

Open Morning at the Boarding House 
Our annual Boarding Open Morning takes place on 
Saturday 1 February from 10.30am – 12.30pm. We are 
fortunate to have a thriving community of both UK and 
international students at present. Numbers from Mauritius 
are growing and parents in the Falkland Islands seem to 
have discovered us too, so it is a fascinating and eclectic 
community to be part of. 

Join us for ‘Vivaldi’ 
Our pop-up community choir was much enjoyed by all 
those who attended this year’s Christmas Miscellany 
evenings at the end of last term. Whilst retaining the 
tradition of the event it was refreshing to try a different 
format and wonderful to have a full house for both 
evenings.  The choir are now rehearsing for their main 
event on Thursday 12 March at 7.00pm in Burford Church.  
Do join us for Vivaldi’s Gloria and Handel’s Zadok the 
Priest.  Tickets are on sale at: https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on?q=burford 

Lunch at the Boarding House 
Christmas Lunch for the senior members of our community 
was held on Wednesday 18 December. Thank you to all 
those who attended this festive event.  If you would like to 
join us once again on Wednesday 26 February, please book 
with Mrs Imms - 01993 823283 – by Wednesday 19 
February. We look forward to seeing you.@burfordschool 
facebook.com/burfordschooloxon  
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk 
Sarah Duckworth 

| Burford School 
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Adapted by Patrick Barlow 

From an original concept by Simon 
Corble and Nobby Dimon. 

10-13 February 2020 

Main Hall 

7.00pm 

Ticketsource.co.uk/burford-school 

Adult £10 Student £6 

By arrangement with Edward Snape for Fiery Angel Ltd. 

JOHN BUCHAN AND  

ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 
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BURFORD SINGERS  
BACH ST JOHN PASSION 

Saturday, 4 April 2020, 7.30pm 
Church of St John the Baptist 

Church Green, Burford OX18 4RY 

Burford Singers with 
James Oxley – Evangelist 
John Stainsby - Christus 
Alison Rose – Soprano 

James Neville – Counter-tenor 
Laurence Kilsby - Tenor 

Freddie Long - Bass 
Canzona 

Leader: Theresa Caudle 
Conductor: Brian Kay 

Tickets reserved at £25, £20, £15, unreserved £10, 
children and students half price 

Online booking from 10th Feb at http://
www.burfordsingers.org.uk/box-office/ 

Booking in person from 10 Feb for unreserved only at 
Madhatter BookshopHigh Street, Burford 

Catherine Martin 

******************************************** 

LENTHALL CONCERTS 
Wednesday 26 February – Bochmann Trio with Paul 

Turner (piano) play Schubert, Beethoven and Brahms. 
  Wednesday 1 April – Celebrating Oxfordshire Music 

with young musicians from across the county. 
  The concerts are at Burford School and start at 7:30.  

Advance tickets (£13) can be obtained from Madhatter 
bookshop, by ringing 823260 or via the website 

(www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk). 
Tickets on the night cost £15. 

Nigel Barraclough 

 

Hopscotch on Saturday 15 February 
at The Asthall Leigh Memorial Hall. 

Bar Opens at 7pm *** Film at 7.45pm 
Free Entrance 

Walter Matthau plays a CIA agent who's been confined 
by office politics to a desk job. The disgruntled Matthau 
quits the service and heads to Europe, where he links up 
with former lover (and fellow ex-agent) Glenda Jackson. 
All goes smoothly until Matthau acts on the advice of 
yet another retired agent, Russian Herbert Lom, who 
suggests that Matthau write a tell-all autobiography. 

Spitefully, Matthau sends out copies of his first chapter to 
the heads of the CIA agencies throughout the world and 
from that point on, he and Jackson don't have a moment's 
peace. 
     This delights Matthau: now that all of his former 
colleagues are chasing after him, he has a reason to get up 
in the morning. Written by Brian Garfield, Hopscotch was 
a conventionally serious espionage novel. 
Adapted for the big screen by Garfield and Bryan Forbes, 
it is a lively exercise in cloak-and-dagger comedy, even 
when the pursuit of Matthau turns deadly towards the end. 

Reviews 

It's all very entertaining. I can't help but enjoy something 
that makes our intelligence organizations look like a 
bunch of bumbling idiots. Matthau is great, as is the score 
which consists of Mozart, Puccini, and Rossini selections. 
Filmed in a straightforward yet whimsical style that 
bypasses action in favour of clever plotting, "Hopscotch" 
is one of the better films of its kind. 
     What we see are dialogues scenes in offices instead of 
actual action (excluding a hilarious scene where a house 
is unwittingly shot up), which makes the film feel more 
professional. Walter Matthau is solid in his role and 
handles the comedic elements of his character well, and 
Sam Waterston, Ned Beatty and Glenda Jackson provide 
great support. "Hopscotch" is light on thrills, but it's 
delightful. 
    Hopscotch remains an amusing comedy bolstered 
considerably by the presence of Walter Matthau. 
Martin Hawkins 

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk for updates on local 
news, previous features and topical photographs 

And for more photos about Burford events do 
look at Burford Life on Facebook
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Friday 11 to Sunday 20 June 2021 

I am delighted to let you know that the Burford Festival 
trustees met in late November to consider applications 
for funding and to approve disbursements to a wide 
range of community projects and initiatives. In addition 
to contributions towards the fireworks and Christmas 
lights reported earlier, the 2019 Festival has now 
supported: 

• Burford 2020 Tree Challenge, for the 2020 Tree 
Planting Project  

• Burford Baptist Church, towards the installation of 
toilet facilities inside the church 

• Burford Children's Activity Week, towards an 
activity programme for school children during 
summer holiday 

• Burford School, towards staging, lighting and 
costumes for a school drama production 

• Burford Scout Group, for tents for the venture scouts 
and benches for the scout hut 

• Burford Singers, towards their new staging project 
• Burford Town Council, towards the signage for the 

weight limit through Burford 
• Falkland Trust, towards building costs for the 

Burford Archive 
• Friday Focus, to improve the quality and variety of 

food for lunches for the elderly 
• Friends of Burford Primary School, to repair and re-

instate the Burford Dragon 
• The Bridge Magazine, for printing and related costs 
• Windrush Against Sewage Pollution (WASP), 

towards laboratory analysis, sampling, transport and 
reporting costs. 

This has only been possible through your support by 
attending events, subscribing as a Friend or Benefactor 
or sponsoring events as a business (plus the reasonable 
weather assuring us of a good attendance at the Open 
Gardens). Thank you all very much for enabling us to 
support all the organisations that applied to us for 
funding. 
     I have now been chairman of the last four festivals, 
and the time has come to hand over to a new chairman 
to build on our success and bring new ideas into play. I 
am delighted to let you know that the trustees have 
invited Bill Risebero to take over from me, and that he 
is keen and willing to take the Festival forward.  
     Bill is not a newcomer to the Festival – he and his 
wife Christine produced our theatrical contribution 
Letters from Broadway, and opened their garden as part 
of the Open Gardens weekend.  Bill practised as an 

architect and urban planner for 20 years or so, and 
published three books on the subject, before turning to 
teaching. For eight years he ran the BSc Architecture 
course at the University of East London and for another 
three the multi-disciplinary BA Arts and Design course 
at Central Saint Martins.  

One of Bill’s key 
interests is drama. 
Since 1980 he has 
acted regularly in both 
the amateur and 
professional theatre in 
Britain and France, has 
directed 16 shows, 
including Beckett, 
Brecht and 
Shakespeare, and has 
written three plays, all 
performed in London.  
(Photo Credit – Jason 
Warner) 

With his background and interests, I am sure that Bill 
will bring a new slant to the Festival. I would like to 
reassure you (as I have Bill) that I am not turning my 
back on the Festival, and I will be available to support 
as necessary, in whatever way is most helpful to him and 
the 2021 committee.  
Hugo Ashton, Burford Festival 2019 Organising 
Committee  
(chairman@burfordfestival.org) 

      

********************************************* 

BOUNCING AWAY 

The new trampoline park at the Carterton Leisure Centre 
opened its doors in December.  The editors arranged for 
some young visitors to try it out during the Christmas 
holidays and they declared it to be very good.  Sessions 
of an hour can be booked online at https://
extreme.better.org.uk/carterton or you can pay at the 
door subject to availability.  There is  a soft play area 
alongside the trampoline park but that has to be paid for 
separately.  There is also a café so that parents can 
refresh themselves while their children are bouncing. 
Editors 
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About the role of an on-call firefighter 

On-call firefighters provide valuable support to 
Oxfordshire communities 

How it works 
Being an on-call firefighter is a paid, professional role. 
As an on-call firefighter you would receive the same 
training as our full time firefighters but instead of being 
based at a fire station you would be called out to 
respond to incidents when alerted. On average you could 
be expected to be called out two or three times each 
week for about an hour at a time. This can be at night or 
during the day.  Every week you will need to attend a 
drill night to take part in training exercises and carry out 
equipment maintenance. You may also spend time 
working in your local community to help reduce the risk 
of fires and incidents by attending local events and 
performing Safe and Well checks. 
To apply you need to be over 18, live or work five 
minutes from a recruiting fire station and be able to 
respond at a moment’s notice. 

What qualities do you need? 
Our on-call firefighters come from every walk of life. 
We have on-call firefighters who are self-employed, 
work from home and parents with children at school as 
well as others who have permission from their employer 
to leave work for a short time when necessary. We have 
information for employers about staff becoming on-call 
firefighters if you want to talk to your employer about 
applying. What is important is that you are enthusiastic 
and can meet certain essential requirements. This can be 
physically demanding and therefore physical fitness is 
of utmost importance. Previous experience is not 
required as we provide a comprehensive training 
programme. 

You choose the hours 
We normally request our on-call firefighters spend a 
minimum of 40 hours per week on-call, or up to 120 
hours per week. You won’t spend all this time working - 
it’s just the time you’re available for us to call you if 
there’s an incident.  You can choose when you want to 
provide cover. This could be during the daytime, 
evening or weekends, or a combination of the three. 
Your local station will match your availability with the 
needs of the station. 
To find out more about pay and benefits and other key 
information, contact: 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/working-
oxfordshire-county-council/fire-service-recruitment/call-
firefighters 
We train every Wednesday 7-9pm, drop in for an 
informal chat.  Or contact 
Station Manager Guy Dunkley 
Mobile:  07796 941340 
Email:  guy.dunkley@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Paul Harding 

******************************************** 

MRS BUMBLES DIARY 
I would not class myself as an eco-warrior but I do 
conscientiously try to do my bit when it comes to 
recycling our domestic and commercial waste. We have a 
commercial waste unit tucked away which is emptied 
weekly and we take domestic waste to either Guildenford 
or Stanton Harcourt. 
     Every autumn I start making arrangements to have logs 
delivered off a flat bed truck which we burn during the 
winter. (The wood, not the truck). 
     Before Christmas I got talking to a customer who 
suggested that instead of paying £150 per log load and 
having to move the logs off the pavement - which is a 
major job - why did I not buy recycled wood instead? 
     Initially, I felt I had enough to do without trying to find 
a source of waste wood but my customer was persistent. 
He pointed out that over 4.5 million tonnes of waste wood 
were produced every year and only about half of this was 
recycled. The rest goes to landfill. 
     By chance we very quickly found a local company that 
has a small plant that converts sawdust – a by-product of 
its manufacturing process - into cylinders of wood that 
extrude like toothpaste (only a lot bigger). This is then cut 
into manageable sizes. This company puts it into bags 
which are easy to handle, stack and store.  The wood is 
compact, dense, dry and clean. It is also consistent in size, 
weight, moisture content and burn time. 
     I can guarantee that the recycled wood  produces 
significantly more heat for less money than logs.  
     We now sell this product from the shop. If you want to 
try it please park your car outside the shop and we can 
then load a few bags into your boot. And if you like it we 
can deliver it direct to your house. 
P.S. Christmas now seems a long time ago but the 
Christmas Day Lunch went really well. Over 50 people 
attended this year. Thanks to those who attended, donated 
and helped. 
Sally from Mrs Bumbles 

Could you Join our team? 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oncallfirefighters

I’m an On-Call
Firefighter...

NOW RECRUITING AT BURFORD FIRE STATION
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THE BURFORD ARCHIVE
Grant funding by the WODC 
will help to preserve the history 
of Burford for future 
generations
  
Plans to safeguard the fascinating history of Burford from 
medieval times to the present day are well underway 
thanks to £50,000 grant funding awarded to the Falkland 
Hall Charity. 
       The charity has purchased an 18th century barn in the 
centre of town to house the Burford Community Archive. 
The restoration will also include a one bedroom garden 
flat to ensure the long-term sustainability of the project 
for years to come. 

  John Yeatman, treasurer of the Falkland Hall Charity, 
said: “We have a thriving community in Burford and it’s 
important that we provide a facility that will benefit the 
people of our great town for generations to come.    
We’re delighted to have been awarded £50,000 from the 
council’s community facilities grant scheme. It’s fantastic 
that the council is behind us and we thank them for 
endorsing our project.  The next phase requires support 
from the local community and businesses to bring the 
project to fruition. I would like to encourage anyone 
wishing to donate to reach out to us.” 
  

The Falkland Hall Charity has covered the cost of 
purchasing the barn, planning consents, legal and 
architect fees. The charity is now exploring new funding 
streams to enable the restoration and conversion of the 
building to house the archive. 
     The community archive will help preserve Burford’s 
wealth of historic and contemporary material that is 
currently in the hands of private collectors. 
The archive will include medieval documents from 1350 
onwards,  photographs, postcards, personal 
memorabilia, and records of Burford’s many societies, 
plans, maps and newspaper cuttings from significant 
events in the town. 
       In time, the charity intends to digitise the entire 
collection to ensure future generations will have access 
to the town’s rich history. Once the project is completed, 
the charity plans to make Burford Community Archive 
free and accessible to all except for commercial use. 
The archive will also run historical and educational 
courses and assist with genealogical research. 
       For more information on the Burford Community 
Archive, please contact The Falkland Hall Charity on 
07899837482 or email: 
 cohen4sp@btinternet.com 

 ******************************************* 
BURFORD IN ITALY! 

The book Burford and its Soul produced by three Italian 
photographers from Potenza Picena, Burford's twin 
town, was launched on Saturday, 11 January 2020, in the 
Scarfiotti Centre in Potenza Picena. 
     245 people attended to view the book which is a 
photographic essay about Burford and its people at the 
start of the 2019 Festival and totalling 313 pages. The 
launch was attended by the Mayor who signed the 
twinning agreement in 2002, Mario Morgoni now an 
MP, and two subsequent mayors. Burford was 
represented and 200 copies of the book will be shipped 
to Burford in the near future. 
Derek Cotterill - 13 January 2020 

The very enjoyable readings of the play cycle The Man Born To Be King by Dorothy L. Sayers are 
continuing on Sundays at 4pm in the St John the Baptist Church, Burford.  No charge and all are welcome.
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BURFORD’S TOLSEY MUSEUM  OF 
LOCAL HISTORY  

The Past -1920 - 1960 – 2020 – The Future. 
The Tolsey Museum was established 60 years ago, and we will 
be celebrating this anniversary with a party on Friday 3 July, and 
other events with through the summer. Look out for more details 
in the coming months.  
     It is 100 years since the publication of  The Burford Records, 
by Richard Gretton; it is a comprehensive survey of  all the 
known records of Burford, in the town and elsewhere, putting 
them in their proper historic context.  
     Likewise, Mary Gretton’s Burford Past and Present (BP&P) 
was published in 1920 and is no less factual.  It deals with the 
more recent history of Burford, initially up to 1920. Her earlier 
work Three Centuries in North Oxfordshire (1902) contains an 
example of the use of oral history, where Mary demonstrated that 
through the memories of local people events of  two hundred 
years ago were recalled.  These she was later able to corroborate 
in obscure documents quite  unknown to her informants.  
     Coming to live in Burford around 1911, Mary Gretton found 
equally interesting memories alive in old Burfordians, and was 
fascinated by their life and work. A new and revised  edition of 
BP&P of 1945,  in which Mary charted the demise of Burford’s  
old crafts and ways of life. She tells how she organised an 
exhibition in 1939, where ‘remnants of Burford’s past’, 
particularly old craft tools and minor treasures, were put on 
display. 
     In celebrating the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Museum, we 
are bound to look back with 
gratitude to all those who saved 
and recorded so much of our 
heritage, and we acknowledge 
that as we add to the collections, 
and develop the Burford 
Community Archive, we all have 
a duty to ensure that this all 
remains safe for the future. 
Chris Walker   tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk 

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY 
Happy New Year.  We celebrated Christmas with a very 
jolly and successful black tie dinner at Burford Golf 
Club. Our excellent speaker was Duncan Andrews, the 
farming partner of Adam Henson of Countryfile fame.   
   We are very pleased to support Team Anna with a 
donation of £1000.  We wish her well and are pleased to 
hear that she is off to New York to be able to receive the 
treatment she needs.  

 
    Are you looking for a new hobby in 2020? A chance 
to meet likeminded people and to be able to raise money 
to help people like Anna and other charities? 
Here is a taste of some of Speaker Meetings for 2020 

24 February 
Kate Beim will give a presentation on Watershed Riding 
for the Disabled Centre in Coates near Cirencester 
which since 1993 has been delivering horse riding 
opportunities for therapy, achievement and enjoyment to 
children and adults with a wide range of disabilities. We 
will make a donation to RDA on this occasion. 

30 March 
Michael Baker - “Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine”. 
Michael has practised acupuncture for over 30 years, 
specialising in the Chinese Five Element Theory based 
on  interrelationships in the environment and within us. 

27 April 
Pierre du Bois will represent President Jane’s charity 
theme of Research and Care in Prostate Cancer by 
talking about the work of the Paul Strickland Scanner 
Centre at Mount Vernon Hospital, Northwood. 
    Why not think about coming along to one of our 
meetings at Burford Golf Club on Mondays 7.00pm for 
7.30pm (except Bank Holidays). We are a small but very 
friendly group with members from all the local villages 
in the area. We are always looking to increase our 
membership. 
 So if you would like to come along and 
find out what Rotary is about why not 
come as a visitor?  
Please contact our secretary at 
terry.a.best@btinternet.com  
We would be very pleased to see you. 
Ros Richardson  

ALMSHOUSE VACANCY 

The Burford Almshouse Charity invites 
applications for two vacant almshouses, 
suitable for a single person, with limited 

resources who lives in or has connections with 
the Burford area.  Application forms and 
further information is available from The 
Secretary, Whitehill Farm, Burford, OX18 
4DT, or anneyoungson@btinternet.com, 

01993882894.  The deadline for applying is 
Friday, 28 February. 

Anne Youngson

THANK YOU 
To the kind donors who left money for The Bridge 
at Burford News before Christmas.  This is hugely 

appreciated.

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE 
So we are now not only starting a new year but a new 
decade too. And on top of that 2020 is a leap year. So, 
romance is in the air with Valentine’s Day on the 14th 
and perhaps a plethora of proposals on the 29th! 
     If you want to push the boat out then ‘An 
Evening with Taittinger’ quaffing four excellent 
champagnes whilst sampling a five-course 
meal might fit the bill. A representative of the 
Taittinger family will host the evening at 
Ellenborough Park, near Cleeve Hill on 7 
February. [The website promised a “moth-
watering” (sic) meal - ed] 
     For a different type of celebration try solving the St 
Valentine’s Day Mascara (NOT a typo!) at Sudeley 
Castle. Mull over the clues whilst enjoying a three-
course dinner. 

     Children over eight can join in the Valentine theme 
by taking part in a heart mosaic workshop on 18 
February at the Corinium Museum in Cirencester. Other 
workshops are available throughout half-term. 

Or perhaps you want to say it with flowers? Snowdrops, 
winter aconites, wood anemones and cyclamen are 
coming into their own at this time of year. Colesbourne 
Park, with its woodland paths criss-crossing the ten acres 
of grounds, has one of the best collections of snowdrops 
in the country. And on a smaller scale nearby Cerney 
House is also a pleasant place for a winter stroll. 
     In and around Painswick there are two venues offering 
snowdrop walks, the Rococo Gardens and Trench Hill 
(NGS scheme). And closer to home there is Batsford 
Arboretum. 
     Continuing with the garden theme, on the last Tuesday 
of the month visitors can tour the grounds of the Lords of 
the Manor with head gardener Katie - a great chance to 
pick up tips and ideas. The tour finishes with a 
scrumptious cream tea. 
     For those who like to ‘location spot’, there are special 
afternoon screenings of Downton Abbey the film at the 
Corinium Museum on 22 and 23 February. Village scenes 
were shot in both Bampton and Lacock. 
Just a few things to brighten up the dull days of February.  
Happy New Year! 
Alison Hughes 

 
Our February Friday Focus will take place at the 
Warwick Hall, Burford on Friday 7 February, 
10.30am-3.30pm. You are very welcome to join us for as 
much of the day as you would like. Our programme is: 

10.30 am Coffee 
11.00 am Making Victorian Valentines with Lyn 

Bibbings Burns/Crosswords/Reading 
newspapers/Games 

12.15 pm  Thought for the Day  
12.30 pm  Lunch 
2.00 pm Talk: Blenheim Palace: 300 Years of 

History – Blenheim Palace Education 
3.00pm Tea 
A big thanks to all who attended our Christmas Friday 
Focus on 6 December, not only those who were with us 
for the day, but also those who joined us for Christmas 
music with the Salvation Army. We were especially 
grateful to Beth Johnson and her helpers for the wreath 
making workshop in the morning and of course for the 
Salvation Army band. It was a wonderful day, with our 
usual morning crossword table having Christmas fun 
and a bumper number making wreaths, which all turned 
out absolutely beautiful - see the picture below. In the 
afternoon we were joined by several others from 
Burford and the surrounding villages to enjoy the 
heartwarming sound of the Salvation Army brass band, 
who were kind enough to play many of our requests. It 
was a nostalgic sound for many of us. Our day was 
rounded off with tea, cakes and (of course) mince pies. 

We do hope to see you on 7 February. 
Sue McCrossan 
 

“Adventures on the Silk Road” 
by Maggie White. 

Tuesday 11 February 2020 
7pm for 7:30pm 

Old Hall, Warwick Hall, Burford 
Guests Welcome 
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BURFORD’S TOLSEY MUSEUM  OF 
LOCAL HISTORY  

The Past -1920 - 1960 – 2020 – The Future. 
The Tolsey Museum was established 60 years ago, and we will 
be celebrating this anniversary with a party on Friday 3 July, and 
other events with through the summer. Look out for more details 
in the coming months.  
     It is 100 years since the publication of  The Burford Records, 
by Richard Gretton; it is a comprehensive survey of  all the 
known records of Burford, in the town and elsewhere, putting 
them in their proper historic context.  
     Likewise, Mary Gretton’s Burford Past and Present (BP&P) 
was published in 1920 and is no less factual.  It deals with the 
more recent history of Burford, initially up to 1920. Her earlier 
work Three Centuries in North Oxfordshire (1902) contains an 
example of the use of oral history, where Mary demonstrated that 
through the memories of local people events of  two hundred 
years ago were recalled.  These she was later able to corroborate 
in obscure documents quite  unknown to her informants.  
     Coming to live in Burford around 1911, Mary Gretton found 
equally interesting memories alive in old Burfordians, and was 
fascinated by their life and work. A new and revised  edition of 
BP&P of 1945,  in which Mary charted the demise of Burford’s  
old crafts and ways of life. She tells how she organised an 
exhibition in 1939, where ‘remnants of Burford’s past’, 
particularly old craft tools and minor treasures, were put on 
display. 
     In celebrating the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Museum, we 
are bound to look back with 
gratitude to all those who saved 
and recorded so much of our 
heritage, and we acknowledge 
that as we add to the collections, 
and develop the Burford 
Community Archive, we all have 
a duty to ensure that this all 
remains safe for the future. 
Chris Walker   tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk 

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY 
Happy New Year.  We celebrated Christmas with a very 
jolly and successful black tie dinner at Burford Golf 
Club. Our excellent speaker was Duncan Andrews, the 
farming partner of Adam Henson of Countryfile fame.   
   We are very pleased to support Team Anna with a 
donation of £1000.  We wish her well and are pleased to 
hear that she is off to New York to be able to receive the 
treatment she needs.  

 
    Are you looking for a new hobby in 2020? A chance 
to meet likeminded people and to be able to raise money 
to help people like Anna and other charities? 
Here is a taste of some of Speaker Meetings for 2020 

24 February 
Kate Beim will give a presentation on Watershed Riding 
for the Disabled Centre in Coates near Cirencester 
which since 1993 has been delivering horse riding 
opportunities for therapy, achievement and enjoyment to 
children and adults with a wide range of disabilities. We 
will make a donation to RDA on this occasion. 

30 March 
Michael Baker - “Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine”. 
Michael has practised acupuncture for over 30 years, 
specialising in the Chinese Five Element Theory based 
on  interrelationships in the environment and within us. 

27 April 
Pierre du Bois will represent President Jane’s charity 
theme of Research and Care in Prostate Cancer by 
talking about the work of the Paul Strickland Scanner 
Centre at Mount Vernon Hospital, Northwood. 
    Why not think about coming along to one of our 
meetings at Burford Golf Club on Mondays 7.00pm for 
7.30pm (except Bank Holidays). We are a small but very 
friendly group with members from all the local villages 
in the area. We are always looking to increase our 
membership. 
 So if you would like to come along and 
find out what Rotary is about why not 
come as a visitor?  
Please contact our secretary at 
terry.a.best@btinternet.com  
We would be very pleased to see you. 
Ros Richardson  

ALMSHOUSE VACANCY 

The Burford Almshouse Charity invites 
applications for two vacant almshouses, 
suitable for a single person, with limited 

resources who lives in or has connections with 
the Burford area.  Application forms and 
further information is available from The 
Secretary, Whitehill Farm, Burford, OX18 
4DT, or anneyoungson@btinternet.com, 

01993882894.  The deadline for applying is 
Friday, 28 February. 

Anne Youngson

THANK YOU 
To the kind donors who left money for The Bridge 
at Burford News before Christmas.  This is hugely 

appreciated.
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LETTERS 

The Vanishing Bins of Burford 
Since 2017 three bins have vanished in Burford, which 
makes life even harder for the regular litter-pickers who 
help keep the town tidy. The first to go was the open-
topped bin on the corner of Guildenford and Witney 
Street early in 2017, closely followed a few weeks later 
by the wire bin next to the bus-stop on the northern side 
of Oxford Road. Both disappearances were reported to 
Maggie Andrews at BTC, who reported on to WODC, 
but it wasn’t until the inconvenience of having no bin on 
the corner of Witney Street and Guildenford was raised 
at the Town Meeting in May of that year that a 
replacement bin eventually arrived a few months later. 

     The users of the bus-stop on 
the northern side of Oxford 
Road have not been so lucky. 
All that remains is the concrete 
base, which Burford residents 
regularly empty as the base has 
become fuller than before 
owing to the arrival of 
Starbucks at the A40 

roundabout. The foxes and squirrels normally get the 
waste food from the concrete base, but they are not good 
at putting the litter back when they have finished. The 
matter has repeatedly been drawn to WODC’s attention, 
but nearly three years later, no replacement bin has 
arrived. 

And then at the 
start of last 
December, the 
wire bin beside 
the bench in Swan 
Lane disappeared. 
Is there any point 
in telling WODC 
if after three years, 
the same type of 
bin by the Oxford 
Road bus-stop is 

still missing? The residents of Tanners Lane should be 
alert to anyone making off with their wire bin - the last 
of its type in Burford. 
     More litter than ever is being dropped now that there 
are over 20 places in Burford to buy a cup of coffee and 
Starbucks and the Swindon Road lay-by burger van sell 
so many products delivered in non-recyclable 
packaging. WODC do a great job emptying the bins that 
are still in Burford, but they need to replace the bins 
more efficiently when they disappear. 
Rory Darling 

Car Parking 
CPRE have queried the existence of any anti-pollution 
system in existence to the higher town carpark. There in 
fact is none, only a single slot drain down one side of 
the whole site with silt gullies and discharging into the 
spillway and then the river as is the discharge from the 
public toilet septic tank. 
CPRE are correct in respectfully commenting on any  
proposal within the flood plain of any river especially a 
river in crisis as is the Windrush. 
It is our opinion that the promotors of this scheme are 
devoid of any environmental credibility. CPRE have just 
been informed by our member of parliament that a 
formal enquiry is to be initiated as the Windrush river 
flood plains are very sensitive environmental eco-
systems, a delicate balance of flora and fauna. 
Development to these areas is in fact environmental 
vandalism. 
It is not the function of the residents of the town to 
determine the location of car parking as has been 
suggested, however there has been one site often 
referred to, that of the Westfield dog walking area. 
This would be linked with a dry footpath to the existing 
access off the High Street link to the recreation ground, 
the advantage being no rental to a third party. A location 
ideal to capture the traffic from the A40 from 
Cheltenham-Bibury-Cirencester conurbations, avoiding 
the need for traffic to come down the congested high 
street, properly signposted, would function well. People 
would not be cut off by a short walk to the town  which 
is as a whole an attraction. 
We cannot be the victim of short term political decisions 
any longer. Climate change is upon us now. We have to 
thank organisations such as WASP and CPRE and many 
other environmental organisations who are questioning 
the intransigent party line thinking of some of our 
current representatives. 
John Histon (CPRE West Oxfordshire) 

Warning! Scam! 
Seen on my grandson’s mobile: 
"The caller says they are investigating fraudulent 
activity  on people’s account.  They request people’s 
help in investigating the fraud… 
The offenders are still targeting vulnerable and older 
people.  The majority of people targeted are over 60." 

" IT IS THEREFORE VITAL THAT THESE PEOPLE 
IN PARTICULAR ARE AWARE OF THE SCAM SO   
PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH YOUR 
NEIGHBOURS AND RELATIVES." 
This has just happened to me! 
HOW DO THEY DO THIS?   WELL, this is how they 
did it to me! 
(Of what I read on my grandson’s mobile, these are the 
facts that applied to me) 
"The offender  calls the victim purporting to be a police 
officer, and tells them they are investigating a fraud on 
their bank account  and have someone arrested.They 
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request people's help in investigating the fraud  (to 
which I readily answered "Of course!”) 
They may also ask the victim to withdraw a large sum of 
cash from their bank or building society… 
They also instruct them not to tell the bank (or anyone) 
they are withdrawing the money. 
The victim is then instructed to put the money into an 
envelope and give them to a courier which is sent to the 
house by the offender to collect the items)" 
     IF I HAD HEARD OF THIS BEFORE I WOULD 
NEVER HAVE FALLEN INTO THEIR TRAP! 
     SO! " NEVER hand over MONEY or BANK 
DETAILS or PIN to anyone who contacts you over the 
phone -  whoever they might claim to be!” 
Local Resident of Bradwell Village (name supplied to 
editors) 

2020 TREE CHALLENGE 
In December I reported on the inception of the 2020 
Tree Challenge, an ambitious project to plant 2020 trees 
and hedging trees by the end of 2020 in Burford and the 
surrounding parishes (those covered by The Bridge 
magazine). I am delighted to report that the appetite for 
the project and figures of trees pledged have surpassed 
all expectations. With support from the Wychwood 
Project and a generous grant from the Burford Festival, 
at the time of writing we have 1915 hedging trees and 
191 standard trees pledged.  These are: 
Fulbrook Farm – 1825 hedging trees (a hedge of 
356m) being planted this January with a further 500m 
planned for the autumn, connecting the River Windrush 
with the woodland at Dean Bottom, Widford; Waterloo 
Farm, Fulbrook – a copse of 100 trees; Manor Farm, 
Westhall Hill, Fulbrook, 50 trees; Burford Town 
Council – planting upwards of ten trees on Westfield 
and the Recreation Ground; Burford School – 90 
hedging trees plus 15 heritage fruit trees; Fulbrook 
Parish Council – upwards of four trees; Individuals – 
12 trees 
This is just the beginning! There’s genuine interest 
growing in the parishes and I hope these figure will 
continue to rise, month by month.  If you’re interested to 
hear more or to participate in the project, either by 
planting a tree on your own land or by volunteering to 
help on a community tree planting day or in any other 
way, we would love to hear from you.  We can offer 
advice on choosing and planting your tree, support with 
funding applications for landowners or community 
groups and we may also be able to support with funding. 
Please email burfordtrees@gmail.com or Lucy Staveley 
0792 9861712 for more information or a pledge form.    

***Save the Date*** 
Children’s Activity Week  3-9 August 2020 

We have an exciting week of activities planned for the 
children and young people of Burford and the 
surrounding parishes during the summer holidays 
(kindly supported by the Burford Festival).  More 
information to follow next month. 
Lucy Staveley 

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE  
(Covering Burford, 

Fulbrook, Taynton And 
Bradwell Village Only) 

Next order date for the 
2019/20 year will be Thursday 13 February 2020 by 
5.00pm. Delivery is expected between 17 February and 
4 March, but this will depend on market and weather 
conditions. No late orders accepted. 
     The following order will be Thursday 19 March 2020 
by 5.00pm.  
     Join the syndicate and order online at 
www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership application forms 
and order forms are available from Burford News and 
Reavley’s Chemist. Any questions contact Peter Higgs - 
822462. 
Peter Higgs 

******************************************** 

THE BIG TOP COMES TO THE 
FIREHOUSE 

Giffords Circus kitchen will be joining forces with Sam 
and Jak at The Upton Firehouse for a special charity 
night of food and celebration on Friday 28 February. 
     Circus Sauce, the culinary arm of the famous 
Cotswold travelling entertainers, Giffords, will be 
cooking up a six course menu from their new cookbook, 
which will be released to the public in April.  Tickets for 
the evening can be bought from The Firehouse or via 
their website www.theuptonfirehouse.com with a share 
of the profits going to Maggie’s, the hospice in 
Cheltenham that cared for circus founder Nell Gifford 
who sadly lost her battle with cancer in late 2019. 
     Sam and Jak know Circus Sauce head chef Ols Halas 
and are looking forward to getting back into the kitchen 
with him, “Ols has done an incredible job since starting 
(Circus) Sauce and has cooked for people all over the 
country including Marco Pierre White and Adele,” said 
chef Sam Edwards.  His book has some great ideas and 
we are looking forward to putting them together here at 
the Firehouse. 
     “There will also be some surprise acts so it will be an 
incredible night and a culinary tribute to Nell and her 
legacy,” he added.  “The Firehouse is open for lunch 
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday but we want to add 
something different to our dining calendar so are going 
to host a special Friday every month.  Ols is February 
and we have our one year anniversary after this on 27 
March which will be Après Ski, and 
then Thai Night on 24 April.” 
     For more information or to book 
a table for lunch, pizza nights or the 
Friday events please call 01993 
823612 or visit 
theuptonfirehouse.com 
Jonathon Rooke 
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OCC REPORT 

Burford HGV Trial is now set for April/May 

The funds have now been raised and the signage is soon 
to be ordered. This is a great result for Burford ensuring 
less congestion and less pollution in Burford. I want to 
thank Burford Town Council for their support and all 
those who have contributed to make this happen – it is a 
great and historic result ! 

     Graphene road trial in Oxfordshire  
 Having argued for a better road surface over the last 
few years - at last OCC are replacing old fashioned 
tarmac with a new better substance.   The County 
Council is testing on a road in Oxfordshire a surface that 
could help keep more roads pothole free for the first 
time in Britain. A trial is being held to lay and test a 
fully recyclable, graphene-enhanced asphalt on a 750m 
stretch of busy main road in Curbridge, near Witney. 
     Graphene is a specially developed ingredient that is 
added to otherwise ordinary surfacing material and has 
the potential to extend the life of roads and guard 
against potholes and other problems. 
     One lane has been resurfaced using 
conventional materials - effectively acting 
as the control measure - while the opposite 
‘trial’ lane was resurfaced using the 
asphalt enhanced by the additive. 
Engineers will monitor how the new 
surface performs and it will take up to two 
years to get a full picture of how well it 
compares to the conventional materials.  

Gritters gear up for winter weather 
Oxfordshire’s team of over 60 staff are on 
standby throughout the winter to turn out 
at all hours to make sure that the priority 
roads around Oxfordshire are salted and kept as safe as 
possible during freezing and sometimes treacherous 
weather. 

     In Oxfordshire the county council grits all A-roads, 
B-roads and some C-roads. This amounts to 1200 miles 
per gritting run which is the equivalent of travelling 
from London to Iceland.  There has been no change to 
the winter maintenance budget in recent years. The 
money we spend relates directly to the conditions on 
Oxfordshire’s roads in any given year. Last year we 
spent more than £1.8m gritting Oxfordshire’s roads. 

Winter plan advice for vulnerable residents 
Oxfordshire County Council is taking a collaborative 
approach with NHS partners to encourage local 
residents to have a personal winter plan, so they are 
prepared when they start to feel unwell with a cough, 
cold or flu. Advice to residents or friends and family of 
vulnerable people includes: 

• Having a free NHS flu vaccination if you are 
eligible 

• Getting help early before your condition worsens 

• Getting repeat prescriptions in plenty of time before 
bank holidays 

• Seeking advice from your local pharmacist and 
having a well-stocked medicine cabinet 

• Stocking up on winter food supplies 
• Getting your boiler serviced and keeping your home 

heated to 18C 
• Having a list of emergency phone numbers handy 

by your phone 
The Public Health England leaflet ‘Keep Warm Keep 
Well’ provides advice on staying well. 
County councillors back climate action plan to join 

‘green revolution’ in Oxfordshire 
Councillors have approved plans for Oxfordshire 
County Council to meet its ambitious target of reducing 
its own carbon footprint to net zero by 2030. ‘Climate 
Action for a Thriving Oxfordshire’ explains how the 
council will reduce its own carbon emissions and 
support the environmental ambitions of others, including 
schools. 
     The county council already funds support 
for 65 community action groups at the forefront of 
community-led climate change action. The council sees 

the continued success of these action 
groups in tackling environmental issues 
such as waste, transport, food production 
and local energy generation as vital to 
reducing emissions in the county. 
     The council has started planning for 
major changes to improve energy 
efficiency and reduce travel-related carbon 
emissions, with a cross-party group of 
councillors already working on proposals 
for change. 
     The county council has already reduced 

its carbon emissions by nearly 50% since 2008 and has a 
target of making its own estate carbon neutral by 2030. 

Oxfordshire reaches top ten in most productive 
council survey 

Oxfordshire has been recognised by the annual 
IMPOWER Index survey as being a top ten council for 
2019. The survey acknowledges the improvement to 
productivity over the past year, taking Oxfordshire 
County Council from 49th place in the index to a top ten 
council. 
     The full report highlights how the council has 
improved its performance across seven types of services 
for our residents. One of the key areas recognised was 
services for older people which were ranked as the fifth 
best performer in the county in that category. 
     The council also achieved a higher position on scores 
on children’s social care; all age disability; health and 
social care interface; housing and homelessness. waste 
and recycling; and – new for 2019 – children with high 
needs. 
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson 
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and 
nfjuk3@gmail.com 
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THE SWEET SMELLS OF THE 
COUNTRYSIDE 

From time to time we hear about 
people who move from town to 
country and are then upset to find 
that they are subject to rural smells 
and noises.  We were therefore 
interested to read the following 
account of a similar incident in 
France: 

     “A French farmer has been ordered to pay €8,000 
(£6,835) after neighbours complained about the smell 
from his herd of cows, bringing to an end a 10-year 
legal battle. 
     “Nicolas Bardy, whose family have farmed cattle at 
Lacapelle-Viescamp in the Cantal, in south-central 
France, for six generations, was accused of stocking 
bales of hay too close to his retired neighbours’ home, 
causing ‘strong irritating odours’.  He also used the 
same storage building for his livestock, causing a stink 
from the build-up of manure, heard judges who found 
him guilty of causing ‘abnormal neighbourly disorder’. 
     “In the battle between country and town in rural 
France, it is rare for those born and raised on the land to 
lose to incomers more used to the noise of traffic than 
native animals. 
     "Maurice the noisy cockerel, a flock of ducks and 
geese, cicadas and frogs have all been subject to 
unsuccessful legal complaints to shut them up. 
     “The case against Bardy went up to the Cour de 
Cassation, the highest court of criminal and civil appeal 
in France. He said the decision to fine him €6,000 
damages and make him pay €2,000 in legal costs, was 
‘stupidity pushed to its limit’.” 
     Similar incidents have taken place this side of La 
Manche.  Until 2012 the church clock at Wrington in 
Somerset had rung every quarter of an hour until new 
neighbours complained about it keeping them awake.  
The local council issued a noise abatement notice which 
led to the clock being silenced. 

Elsewhere, Stephen 
Nolan, a farmer in 
Lancashire, was 
exasperated by new 
neighbours 
complaining to him 
about the noise and 
smells coming from his 
farm. The complaint 
went on for four years. 
The main source of the 
noise was the chickens 
and geese so, to answer 
any questions once and 
for all, Stephen decided 
to put up a sign outside 
the entrance to his land 
reminding people of 
the facts of farming 
life. 

Editors 

WODC 
Changes to Council Tax support set to help those 

most in need 
Residents on lower incomes are set to be better off thanks 
to proposed changes to their Council Tax support.  
Following a public consultation, a new banding scheme 
will see those with a weekly income of up to £125.99 
receiving 100 per cent relief on their council tax. 
       Those on up to £187.99 will have 75 per cent relief, up 
to £290.99 will have 50 per cent relief and up to £384.99 
will have 25 per cent relief. Any household with an income 
of more than £385 will not be entitled to support. 
       The upper limit for savings when considering relief has 
also been pushed up to £10,000 from £6,000 while the two 
child limit has also been removed to help larger and 
blended families have more disposable income.  Should a 
household’s income increase into another band, there will 
now be an eight week period when the 
original rate of relief will still apply. 
       The proposals were approved and set to 
be  introduced from 1 April this year. 
andrew.smith@publicagroup.uk 

******************************************** 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the 
editors on what can and cannot be published is final.   In 
particular, they will edit or decline to publish anything 
which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any 
individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are 
entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or 
articles in The Bridge does not indicate that the editors 
agree with them.  Items may also be edited for clarification 
or length and may be rejected.  Where items or services are 
offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible 
for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of 
good quality.   The editors may refuse to publish 
advertisements or other statements about unsuitable items 
or services.   The Bridge does not accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any 
goods or services which are advertised.   All items 
submitted for inclusion must give the name and address of 
the writer and an email address or telephone number.  By 
submitting any article, announcement, letter or 
advertisement to The Bridge you are deemed to have 
agreed to the above. 
All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to 
The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 
which can be viewed on our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk. 

REGRETFUL NOTICE 
In order to keep going, a magazine like ours 

relies on our advertisers paying promptly for the 
services they receive.  Sadly a few advertisers are 

in arrears, despite regular reminders.   We are 
very reluctant to expose the names of these 
debtors and so are politely reminding all 

advertisers that prompt payment is both required 
under our terms and conditions of business as 

well as being appreciated by us. 
Clendon Daukes, Steve Richards, Elliots 
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BURFORD ‘RICH AND FAMOUS’ QUIZ 
For such a small community, the Burford area has 
featured in the lives of many celebrated men and 
women, both real and fictitious. How many do you know 
about? Try the following light-hearted quiz to find out! 
Everyone featured here could at one time have been 
found within ten miles of Burford.    
There is a £40 prize (donated by Jo Brannan and the 
editors) to the first person who contacts us with all the 
correct answers via editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk.  If 
no one gets them all right, the winner will be the person 
submitting the largest number of correct answers by 10 
February or the first to do so in case of a tie. 
1. This famous author needed no persuasion to visit her 
uncle at Adlestrop. 

2.  This engineer cut a swathe through the Cotswolds 
that disappointed Burfordians. 
3. Baptised in Finstock Church, this poet immortalised a 
Cotswold Manor House in one of his Four Quartets. 

4. Immortalised by Waterhouse, this famous paramour 
dallied with her King in a maze at Woodstock.  

5. Recently deceased writer who thought Cotswold 
stone looked more nicotine-stained than honey-
coloured.   

6. This Cavalier from Swinbrook was made a Knight of 
the Royal Oak by Charles II. 

7. One-time organist at Wyck Rissington, this 
composer’s oeuvre eventually encompassed the whole 
solar system. 

8. Whose little bastard became  Earl of Burford (father)? 

9. Which ‘Lionheart’ now ‘lies below at Bladon’? 

10. A former resident of Barnsley who found a novel use 
for safety pins. 

11. An Oxford college and a bridge at Eastleach Martin 
both commemorate this great 19th Century churchman 
from Fairford. 

12. This former resident of Kelmscott berated the vicar 
of Burford Church for alterations that were ‘destruction 
and not preservation’. 

13. This writer made a famous journey through England 
in which he discovered in the Cotswolds ‘A country 
made of men’s visions’. 

14.  This perfect Le Carré spy met one of his handlers in 
the Monmouth Arms in Burford. 

15.  Whisky Galore by Burford bridge? 
16. The first English woman to publish a play, she was 
born in Burford Priory. 
17.  1066 And All That, set to music by Lechlade man. 

18. This onetime resident of Swinbrook wrote of ‘Love 
in a Cold Climate’. 

19.  A Swinbrook Nazi, who suffered for her adulation? 

20.  Filkins man imagined Hitler as a hippy. 

21. The golden ‘Siren’ of Little Faringdon 

22. Can Alvescot take that? 

23. One of this William Boyd hero’s Confessions 
concerned a disgrace in Charlbury. 

24. Travel writer who when passing through the 
Cotswolds lamented yet another Tweeness-upon-the-
Waters. 

25. Taynton is to St Mary Mead as this actress is to Miss 
Marple. 
Joe Brannan 
********************************************* 

CHAMBER OF TRADE 
A very Happy New Year from the Chamber of Trade, as 
we sit through the traditionally quiet early months of the 
year.  This is where local support and collaboration 
really helps our businesses.   
     We ended 2019 by commissioning a new Burford 
business, Fyrefly Studios, to photograph our members to 
provide them with quality material to use in their 
marketing.  This backing made a big difference to this 
business owner and it would be great to continue in this 
vein into 2020.  Support your post office, your chemist, 
your grocery shop, take your customers, family and 
friends to one of our many great pubs, restaurants and 
hotels.   
     When you buy from a small business you make a 
great deal of difference to them.  Businesses can support 
each other too – use each other’s services rather than 
going further afield.  You will often be surprised at what 
is right on your doorstep. 
     At the beginning of 2020, the Chamber will be 
concentrating on a website refresh, continued publicity 
on social media, and the car park extension.  A date for 
our AGM will be announced shortly, and as always we 
are looking to welcome more members to contribute 
towards our business community.  Please contact me on 
burfordchamberoftrade@gmail.com if you would like 
more information. 
Gemma Finch (Chair, Burford Chamber of Trade)

1st Tuesday of each month
7pm - Burford Library

Free tea, co�ee, soft drinks. 
Do bring your own wine if you would like.

Pit your brains against sti� opposition, or just enjoy 
�nding (inventing?) silly new words...
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DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE 
Daniel Boast kindly sent us the above drone photograph 
of the flooding below the Burford to Widford road (or, if 
you live there, the Widford to Burford road).  The 
flooding revealed an unusual land formation which 
would be less evident when the ground is dry.  We 
consulted Raymond Moody, chronicler of Burford, and 
asked if he could provide an explanation.  As usual, he 
rose effortlessly to the challenge as follows:  
     The stretch of meadow below the Widford road from 
Springfield to the Widford boundary is Burford's old 
High Mead. Until the Enclosure in 1795, it was divided 
in portions for which lots were drawn every year by the 
entitled persons. This was quite a normal procedure in 
the days of open field parish agriculture. The portions 
may have been divided by low earth banks or baulks but 
I think far more likely by marker stones. (The steep 
bank below the road below White Hill Farm was called 
Long Bushy Close, and was not part of the meadow.) All 
this would have disappeared when the land went into 
permanent ownership after 1795. Lot meadows lasted 
longer in some places, famously at Yarnton almost to the 
present day. That is one part of the story. Now for the 
other part. 
     "Water meadows" were quite a usual way of 
managing low lying meadows. In colder winters than 
this frosts chilled the surface of the soil and penetrated 
the ground, and the temperature drop could last into the 
spring. Flowing water on the other hand was several 
degrees warmer. So meadows near water were fitted 
with sluices and feeder channels to flood the land. This 
is obviously what is showing here - a feeder channel and 
a grid pattern. The timber sluices would have long since 
rotted away; modern agriculture has different priorities. 
I am not sure of the dating of these channels. An early 
flush of growth suggests grazing and these meadows in 

the open field period were about hay for winter feed - 
much prized and absolutely essential - not grazing. The 
meadow would only have been grazed after a first cut 
and possibly a second (the aftermath) had been taken, 
and then probably by cattle not sheep. So perhaps we 
should date water meadow management to the "High 
Farming" period: in Burford 1800 to 1870, and probably 
continuing later. There was a great increase in cattle 
after the Enclosure, and therefore grazing in demand. 
The profile of the land - like ridge and furrow - survives 
long after the use of it has gone. 
Many thanks to Raymond for this.  We must admit that 
we thought “aftermath” was what happened at the end 
of an arithmetic lesson. 

THE BRIDGE TEAM 
As well as a  large number of valuable, helpful 
distributors,  the Bridge Team  consists of: 
Advertising Manager      Stephen Richards 
Commercial Artist      David Mostyn 
Editors        Gordon and Elaine Elliot 
Founder/Chief Distributor  Clendon Daukes 
Proof Reader       Judy Cumming 
Website and IT Adviser      Pete Freeman 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections 
of the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.   Please send articles and information to: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles for us 
at Burford News for us to collect.  
Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of 
the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, Thursday 
11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, all abilities Kevin 704655 scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts Wednesday (term time) Scout Hut 6-7.15pm Claire Griffin 07751 472125  
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Ann Fleming 842649

Bradwell Village Coffee Every Friday am Bradwell Village Hall 10.30-12.30 Margaret Booth 822677

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all abilities Vijay 891043 vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters 2nd and 4th Mondays Bradwell Village Hall 1.30 - 3.30 Christine Brown 822589/June Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 7 times a year Methodist Church at 7.30pm K. Gray 823805  burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

Burford & Fulbrook WI 
(FaBWI)

Second Tuesday Warwick Hall Francesca Fowkes 07967 817994 
www.thefabwi.org.uk

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 

Mon closed; Tues 1-7; Wed closed; Thurs 10-1; 
Friday 10-1 and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Music Study Group 8 Consecutive Tuesdays The Friends’ Meeting House, Pytts Lane, 
Burford - Starts promptly at 10 am

Judy Branston 823405

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church 10.30 - 12 midday Julia Ritchie 01993 841484

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

FaBWI Walking Group 1st Friday of the month Starting at The Carpenters Arms Fulbrook Francesca Fowkes 07967 817994
www.thefabwi.org.uk

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Friday Focus First Friday Warwick Hall 10.30 - 3..30 www.thefabwi.org.uk

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, 
Fri 8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term 
Times

Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769  
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, soft drinks) 7pm

Soup & Pudding Club Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 07793 012215

Stretch (All abilities) Every Monday and Thursday Warwick Hall
Monday 9.30am-10.30
Thursday 7.30-8.30pm

nickijsmith@hotmail.co.uk  07867411474

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943 
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk

The Wychwood Lodge of 
Freemasons

3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240 
wychwood988@outlook.com

Therapeutic Yoga Class Mon 11.30am  - 12.45pm Chadlington Village Hall Nikki 07816 786656  
nikki@yogafocus.co.uk

Time Out Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea) Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, singing, talks John Harrington 822451 or Sue Sheppard 
824729

REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES WEF FEBRUARY 2020
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Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)  
     01993 823647  
Burford Pre School,    01993 824031 
Burford School    01993 823303 
Burford Primary School  01993 822159 
Burford Surgery   01993 822176 
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk  
 
Burford Town Council 
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday  between 9.00 am and 11.30 am  
     01993 823647 
Email               burfordcouncil@btconnect.com 
www.burford-tc.gov.uk  
 
Burford Visitor Information Centre 01993 823558 
Open Mon – Sat     9.30 am – 5 pm  
 Sun             10 am – 4 pm 
Carterton Health Centre  01993 841718 
NHS     111 
www.nhs.uk 
Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire 01295 264545 
www.oxoncarers.org.uk  
 
Chemist  Reavley’s   01993 823144 
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital 
Burford Branch    01608 642547 
Mon–Fri       2.30–4pm 
Saturday     11.30am - 12 noon 
 
Churches 
Anglican St. John the Baptist  01993 823788 
Roman Catholic   01993 823219 
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More 
Methodist    01993 867301 
Baptist Church    07967 362885 
Friends Meeting House   01993 823398 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
Email      bureau@wocab.org.uk  
Dial-a-Ride Service 
For Information    0845 3101111 
Email      oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Emergency Services 
Police – non essential   101 
 
Environment Agency  
Floodline    0845 988118 
Emergency    0800 807060 
 
Hall Bookings 
Baptist Church Hall   07967 362885 
Burford Town Bowls Club  01993 822330 
Fulbrook Meeting Place  
  Chris Wright  01993 822803 
Taynton Village Hall - Anne Thompson 07584 021171 
Methodist Church Hall Anne Weir  01993 823395 
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information                    
        www.warwickhallburford.org 
 

Library              01993 823377 
Tues    13.00 – 19.00 
Thurs    10.00 – 13.00 
Fri   10.00 – 13.00 / 14.00 - 17.30 
Sat    9.30-13.00  
24 hour renewal hotline   08451202811 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary  
 
Member of Parliament  01993 702302 
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council 
General Enquiries   01865 815573 
Highways    08453 101111 
Faulty Street Lights   0800  317802 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Nicholas Field-Johnson   01993 878309 

Post Office (in Newsagent)  01993 822323 
Monday to Saturday 07.30-18.00 
Sunday   07.30- 17.00 
 
Recycling Centre 
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt 
Open 7 days a week  8am - 5pm 
Thursday late night  until 8pm 
(1 April  – 30 September) 
 Southern Electric (Freephone) 08000 727282 
Thames Water    0800 3169800 

Tolsey Museum   (April – October) 
Monday  Closed 
Tuesday – Sunday 2pm – 5 pm 
 
Travel 
Rail Enquiries     08457 484950 
Public Transport Enquiries   08712 002233 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council 
General Enquiries   01993 861000 
Out of Hours    01993 705056 
www.westoxon.gov.uk  

West Oxfordshire District Councillor 
Derek Cotterill    01993 823188 
 
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries 01865 903841 
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily 
Last Patient seen at 10pm    
  
Witney Police Station, Welch Way 
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm 01865 841148 
Closed Saturday and Sunday

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION

Please let us know if any details need 
amending.  editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Updates, photos and previous issues on 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES 

St John the Baptist, Burford 
2 February 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
9 February     
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Mattins (BCP)      9.30am 
Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 
16 February 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
23 February   
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Prayer (CW)      9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
26 February – Ash Wednesday   
Holy Communion (CW)    10.30am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
2 February 
Morning Prayer (CW)     9.30am 
9 February     
Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
16 February 
Mattins (BCP)      9.30am 
23 February   
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
2 February    
Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 
16 February 
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
2 February 
Evening Prayer (BCP)     6.00pm 
16 February 
Holy Communion (BCP)   10.00am 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
2 February 
Holy Communion (CW)   11.00am 
9 February     
Morning Service   11.00am 
16 February 
Morning Service   11.00am 
23 February   
Morning Service   11.00am  

St Oswald, Widford 
No service this month 
Tarnia Usher 

BAPTIST CHURCH,WITNEY STREET 
  Tuesday monthly lunches 

We continue to hold monthly lunches on a Tuesday;  
usually the second Tuesday of the month. Anyone is 
welcome to come for home made soup, home made 
puddings, cheese and biscuits, drinks to accompany the 
meal. We do not charge but ask for a donation. We are able 
to offer lifts. We warmly invite anyone to come who has 
not been before to try us out! We usually finish around 
2pm. We enjoyed an outing in the summer and hope to do 
this again in the not too distant future. 
  Café Service – watch for details. These are held monthly 
on a Sunday afternoon at 4pm over a full English tea. 
    We are seeking to install an inside toilet and are looking 
for both expertise and donations to help us to do this.  A 
challenge when we have no water supply in the church and 
we are a listed building. 
  

Telephone for enquiries 07967 362885  
Gill Crippen 

BURFORD METHODIST CHURCH 

Our service this month will be led by our own 
minister Rev Fred Ireland on Sunday 23 February. 

Anne Weir 

PARISH OF SS JOHN FISHER & THOMAS 
MORE 

Mass Times 
Sunday:                  9.15 am 
  11.30 am 
Friday Mass    6.00 pm 
Saturday Mass followed by Confessions   10.00am 
Ash Wednesday  26 February    10.00am 
       6.00pm 
For further information please consult the weekly 
newsletter at 

www.catholicchurchburford.org.uk 
Dan Boyle 

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING 
Meeting for Worship every Sunday at 11am at 

the Friends Meeting House Pytts Lane. 
David Day 

CHURCH SERVICES
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo

Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company
We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat)

01993 823882

Cotswold Painting & Decorating All Painting and Decorating
01993 823670
07919 886685

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd
Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

01993 822226

Jenny Smith
Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held.

07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors
Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk

01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher
Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists

01993 220579

Light My Night
Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk

01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers and Valuers 01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM

Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt
Painter and Decorator 01451 810376

07788 896496

StayCotswold
Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com

01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Vehicle servicing & repairs. MOT Testing Station 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd
Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk

01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate
Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk

01993 220281

ElWell
Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older

01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic
Chiropody
Castles Yard, Putts Lane, OX18 4SJ

01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffer Services 
Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk

07920 135157

Tony Williams
Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations

07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers
01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07944 808993
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COTSWOLD WELLBEING 
Our New Wellbeing Centre offers highly qualified and skilled 

professionals, delivering exceptional quality in the  
beautiful Cotswolds and located at: 

Woodgrove Farm in Fulbrook, Burford OX18 4BH 

Pilates – Ursula 07917 090396  info@pilateswithursula.co.uk 
 

Greenwood Osteopathy – Emily 07595 401224   greenwood.osteopathy@gmail.com 
 

Hypnotherapy – Katherine 07940711949  k.riveratallents@btinternet.com 
 

Homeopath, Aromatherapy - Marcela 07513 058254 
marcela.holmes@cotswoldhomeopath.co.uk 

 
Yoga Vinyasa Flow – Loren 07570 023 868 

killeenloren@gmail.com 
 

Treatment space available to hire - contact health@cotswoldwellbeing.com 
 
 

www.cotswoldwellbeing.com  
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CJD Architects
Chartered Practice

The Practice is experienced, dedicated, flexible & regularly 
appointed for its innovative, creative & exciting design solutions.

Clients receive the closest of personal attention in the 
development of their ideas and aspirations :-

ü exploring exciting spacial solutions

ü consideration of the existing site features & surroundings

ü sound practical construction knowledge

ü using sustainable materials

ü achieving high levels of insulation to minimise energy usage

All sensitively & practicably co-ordinated to ensure a unique 
solution creating exciting & efficient spaces, all energy efficient 
& of which all may be proud.

Contact 
Christopher J Davis ARIBA, ACArch 

CJD Architects, 44, Taynton, Oxfordshire OX18 4UH 
T: 01993 823646                          E: chris@a-cjd.co.uk

Quarter page, Portrait Template

PP

FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online @ www.jagtimber.co.uk

office@jagtimber.co.uk

01993 868001 

 

RAMONA GOGOLOS MCFHP 
MAFHP 

FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 
 

Services:- 
• toe nail trimming 
• ingrowing nail 
• thickened nails 
• corn and callus removal 
• fungal nail treatment 
• verruca treatment 
• diabetic foot advice 

 
Burford Foot Clinic: Castles Yard, 

Pytts Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ 
(By appointment only) 

Home visits also available 
Tel: 01993 200 980 
Mob: 07884318091 

 

The Regions Premiere Chauffeur Service

My Chauffeur UK

Executive & VIP Transport

Airport & Seaport Transfers 
Business Meetings 

Sporting events 

WWW.mychauffeuruk.co.uk 
Info@mychauffeuruk.co.uk 

08000 72 52 92

Mercedes Benz Saloon and 6 Seat MPV

The Burford 
Veterinary Surgery

1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.

Call 01608 642547 for an appointment

 All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet. 

 Farm animals including camelids.

 Poultry and game birds.

 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm, 

Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.
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At the Rooflight Company we believe business 
should be a force for good. That’s why not only 
have we developed the perfect rooflight solution for 
heritage areas of natural beauty like Burford, we are 
also proud to support our local community. 

For all your rooflight needs, 
support your local rooflight 
manufacturer. 

Call us today on 
01993 833108 or visit 

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk

Supporters of our Local Community

 

        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 
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The Lamb Inn

With festivities over for another year, it’s time to return to  
The Lamb Inn. Escape the chill in front of our roaring log fires -  
your dog is also welcome! 

Pop along and warm up with a drink; whether it’s a pint  
of locally sourced ale, a large glass of red or simply  
a comforting cup of coffee... 

Our seasonal bar menu is available for a bite to eat from  
12noon until 9.00pm. Alternatively, visit our beautiful  
2 rosette restaurant - you’ll be pleased you did!  

We hope to see you soon. 

Jessica Pawley  -  Manager 

The Lamb Inn, Sheep Street, Burford   
Tel: 01993 823155 
www.cotswold-inns-hotels.co.uk/lamb 
* Two courses for £20 per person, Monday to Saturday

HHH

*

2 courserestaurantlunch
£20

LA Bridge Ad 2-1-20.qxp_Layout 1  08/01/2020  10:28  Page 1

The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882

burford@cotswoldcheese.com

Artisan Cheese,  
Wines, Local Beers 
Delicatessen Goods 

Fresh Bread (Thurs, Fri, Sat) 

Supporting Local Producers 

Visit us on the High Street or on-line 
www.cotswoldcheese.com

Advert for 2018 The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 

Email: burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Christmas pre-orders are 
now being taken. 

Contact us to order and 
arrange a collection time. 

 

Visit us on the High Street or online 
www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	  for	  	  
Nov	  &	  Dec	  17	  

					T:	01993	823	144	

www.reavley.co.uk	

	

	Proud	to	be	England’s	Oldest	Pharmacy	
						

We	Dispense	NHS	&	Private	Prescriptions	
∞	

Professional	Lifestyle	and	Healthcare	Advice	
∞	

Wide	Range	of	over	the	Counter	Medicines		
∞	

Traditional	Remedies	
∞	

Stockists	of	Premium	Beauty	Brands		
∞	

Delivery	Service	Available		
						

Open	7	Days	a	Week	
124	High	Street	

Burford		
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EXCEPTIONAL 
CARE IN  
BURFORD
The Cotswold Home is one of 
a select group of care homes 
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes 
and offers a home from home for 
discerning guests who appreciate 
comfort, quality and exceptional 
care.

We offer personal or nursing care 
on a permanent or short stay basis, 
as well as end of life care, all to the 
same exceptional standard. 

From award-winning restaurant 
style dining to beautiful 
landscaped gardens and 
industry leading staffing levels, 
The Costwold Home provides 
the highest level of service and 
facilities.

Why not come and see for 
yourself?

Call Catherine Lines, our General 
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or  
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

THE COTSWOLD 
HOME

Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,

Burford  
WR9 0BP 

www.efhl.co.uk
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A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  
W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Free informal  
Valuation Mornings

Burford Valuation Office, 
15 Witney Street, Burford OX18 4SN

01993 822666 or burford@mallams.co.uk 
www.mallams.co.uk

Every Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm

Mallams
1788

Jewellery, Silver, Ceramics,  
Clocks, Works of Art, Pictures,  

Asian & Islamic Art

A Victorian coral and diamond 
pendant necklace
Sold recently for £1,500



- 36 - - 37 - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WANTED 
I wish to purchase stamp collections. 

Friendly free valuation service without 
obligation and immediate payment. 

Also medals, coins, postcards and 
other collectables 

Please call:- David Lord 01993 881862 
 

BarkingMad.uk.com   
T: 01865 922004   M: 07985 766868   

E: oxon@barkingmad.uk.com 

Dog lovers wanted
to look after friendly dogs for short stays and holidays

Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!
•   Dogs offered to suit your availability
•   Dog breed, age and size to match 
    your preference
•   Dogs delivered and collected  
    by Barking Mad
•   Everything provided 
    including toys!
•   24 hour support

5303-BMad-Host LScape Advert 60x90-J&A.qxp  12/03/2019  10:30  Page 1

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  
W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Free informal  
Valuation Mornings

Burford Valuation Office, 
15 Witney Street, Burford OX18 4SN

01993 822666 or burford@mallams.co.uk 
www.mallams.co.uk

Every Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm

Mallams
1788

Jewellery, Silver, Ceramics,  
Clocks, Works of Art, Pictures,  

Asian & Islamic Art

A Victorian coral and diamond 
pendant necklace
Sold recently for £1,500

Discovery 
art class

The Warwick Hall, Burford, OX18 4RZ 
Monday Mornings 10-1pm Monday Afternoons 2-5pm 

• Spring Courses • 
13 January – 10 February 

The Colour Palette – Acrylic & Gouache 
2 March – 30 March 

Drawing Landscapes – Basics & Beyond 

For details contact Jessie    
T: 07958 596060

E: enquiries@discoveryartclass.co.uk
F: fb.me/discoveryartclass   

W: www.discoveryartclass.co.uk 

Art Classes in the Heart
of the Cotswolds 

 

Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 
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Tracey	  Keeling	  

Personal	  Trainer	  
Older	  Adult	  Training	  Specialist	  
	  
“Thursday	  mornings	  staying	  fit	  are	  pure	  pleasure.”	  
	  
Local	  references	  available.	  
traceykeeling@hotmail.co.uk	  
07977	  228756	  	  	  	  	  	  01993	  898911	  
 

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Witney 01993 608118

	
	

Airport	&	seaport	transfers					A	day	at	the	races					Shopping	excursions	
or	any	personalised	journey	to	suit	your	needs	

07920	135	157	
Fully	licenced	to	carry	six	passengers	by	West	Oxfordshire	Council		

Audi	Q7,	a	luxury	SUV	with	extensive	legroom	&	space	

www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk	
info@adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk	

	

	

	

	

R E L A X . R E S T O R E . R E S E T.

RACHEL FISHER DSFH AFSFH CNCH 
CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPIST 

Reduce Stress and Anxiety | Combat Insomnia 
Break Habits | Overcome Fears and Phobias 

07909 972767  |  rfhypnotherapy@gmail.com 
Midsummer Clinic, Church Westcote, OX7 6SF 

www.rfhypnotherapy.co.uk



N I C H O L S O N S

Nicholsons 23-acre plant nursery stocks all the usual suspects: shrubs, a small 
herbaceous collection, climbers and fruit. We specialise in bigger screening and 

ornamental trees. 

Why not stop off at our Yurt cafe on your way around. Our chef enjoys exploring 
new flavours, bringing you a new menu to try each month.

www.nicholsonsgb.com

A café with character

“He who plants trees loves others beside himself ”  
Thomas Fuller

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL
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p 0203 858 0035

m 07966 502376

a First Floor, 85 Great Portland Street,
London, W1W 7LT

w radnormartin.com  

e office@radnormartin.com

IndependentProperty Search and Estate Agents 
with excellent local knowlege and experience covering 
The Cotswolds and Central London.

Call Emma Branch to arrange a free, 
no obligation market appraisal



Burford Pop-Up: 45 High St, Burford OX18 4QA

saharalondon.com

For clothes that mean  more. 
That add to the story  of our lives. 

We’re Open

Hello Burford


