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Photo taken in Batsford Arboretum by Gordon Elliot
Plethora: (noun) a very large amount of something, especially a larger amount than you need, want or can deal with. Compare:
an embarrassment of riches (Cambridge Dictionary).
Well, gentle readers, between you, you have certainly sent us a plethora of copy this month. When we took over The Bridge our
first edition comprised 24 pages and later ones went up to 28 or 32. We eventually settled on 36 as the maximum length and have
striven to keep to that. But this month we have had to admit defeat and this is a 40 page magazine. Apologies therefore to our
proof reader who has probably gone boss-eyed checking the text and to our distributors for any hernias and slipped discs they
have incurred lugging around heavier copies. The December edition will be back to 36 (that’s a promise). That means that in
future editions some articles may have to be omitted or abbreviated. We hope you understand.
It’s good to see that there are many musical events (but not a plethora) coming up now that restrictions have eased and more of us
feel able to venture out into public spaces. You will find within details of the forthcoming Lenthall Concerts, the Burford Singers
and an organ recital. No doubt jazz will follow, and the parish church choir in Burford is singing on the second Sunday of the
month at 9.30.
Finally, a plethora of thanks to the doctors, nurses and staff of Burford Surgery for their hard work throughout this year in giving
Covid jabs to so many of us. On our several visits we have found them professional, highly organised and unfailingly cheerful,
despite the pressures they are under too. We all owe you a deep debt of gratitude.
Editors

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION

Please note that some hours of opening may not currently be correct

The Oil and Water Tank Specialist
★
• Save money - install a Water Tank!

Call to book
your FREE
Tank Inspection

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Free Tank Surveys
Domestic & Commercial Tank Replacements
Tank Servicing & Tank Disposals
AGA & Rayburn Servicing
GAUGES - supplied and fitted
Hire Tanks
Commercial Jobs Undertaken
OFTEC Registered
24 Hr Emergency Call Out
for Failed or Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework

•

Tel: 07799 643455

• james@countyoiltanksolutions.com •
• www.countyoiltanksolutions.com

Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)
01993 823647
Burford Pre School,
01993 824031
Burford School
01993 823303
Burford Primary School
01993 822159

Library
01993 823377
Tuesday 13.00- 19.00
Wednesday Closed
Thursday 10.00 - 13.00
Friday 10.00 - 13.00 and 2.00 - 17.30

Burford Surgery
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary

01993 822176

Member of Parliament
01993 702302
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk
Oxfordshire County Council

Burford Town Council
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday
and Friday between 9.00 am and 11.30 am
01993 823647
Email
town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk
www.burford-tc.gov.uk
Carterton Health Centre
NHS
www.nhs.uk

01993 841718
111

Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire
www.oxoncarers.org.uk

01295 264545

General Enquiries
Highways
Faulty Street Lights
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Councillor
Nicholas Field-Johnson
Post Office
stephencolter@aol.com

Chemist Reavley’s
01993 823144
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital
Burford Branch
01608 642547
Mon–Fri
2.30–4pm
Saturday
11.30am - 12 noon

burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk

Southern Electric
Thames Water

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

James Skinner
Alison Denny
Residential Sales Manager Residential Sales

101

Environment Agency
Floodline
Emergency

0845 988118
0800 807060

West Oxfordshire District Council
General Enquiries
Out of Hours
www.westoxon.gov.uk

08000 727282
0800 3169800

01993 861000
01993 705056

West Oxfordshire District Councillor
Derek Cotterill
01993 823188
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily
Last Patient seen at 10pm

Hall Bookings
Baptist Church
gill.crippen@googlemail.com
Burford Town Bowls Club
01993 822330
Fulbrook Meeting Place
Chris Wright
01993 822803
07909-913994
Taynton Village Hall - Lexi Young
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information
bookings@burfordchurch.org.uk

Witney Police Station, Welch Way
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

01865 903841

01865 841148

Please let us know if any details need
amending.
editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk

Celebrating 2 years in Burford

Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA
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(Freephone)

Tolsey Museum
Daily 2 - 5pm
April to OctoberTuesday - Sunday 2pm - 5pm
Travel
Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Public Transport Enquiries
08712 002233

Citizens Advice Bureau
08444 111444
Email
bureau@wocab.org.uk
Dial-a-Ride Service
For Information
0845 3101111
Email
oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Emergency Services
Police – non essential

01993 878309
01993 822209

Recycling Centre
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt
Open 7 days a week
8am - 5pm
Thursday late night
until 8pm
Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day

Churches
Anglican St. John the Baptist
01993 823788
Roman Catholic
01993 823219
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More
Baptist Church
07967 362885
Friends Meeting House
01993 823398

01993 220 579

01865 815573
08453 101111
0800 317802
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THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH
JOHN COGHLAN

In 1966 they signed a five-year deal with Piccadilly
Records and released two singles. The following year
they changed their name to The Status Quo. (“The” was
dropped in 1969.) Their big breakthrough came in 1968
with Pictures of Matchstick Men. The title refers to the
paintings of Salford artist L.S. Lowry. The song, written
by Francis Rossi, reached number seven in the UK
singles chart and led to the band’s first of many
appearances on Top of the Pops. You can find this on
YouTube (introduced by Jimmy Savile) and admire the
frilly shirts and Carnaby Street fashions. Later they
reinvented themselves, ditched the frills and adopted a
harder-edged jeans and T-shirts image.
For younger readers who may not be familiar with
the Quo, as they became popularly known, they were
simply huge. They released more than 100 singles, over
60 of which became chart hits and 22 of which reached
the top ten. Then there were 33 albums, many of which
were best sellers. They made more appearances on Top
of the Pops than any other band. John has many
memories of those appearances on the programme
which was originally broadcast live, at first from
Manchester and later from London. “There would be
six bands taking part and no time for proper rehearsals.”
Life was, of course, very busy with constant touring
and recording. “We toured Europe, Scandinavia, the
USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and Japan”. He
found it stressful and difficult to sleep. “You feel great
after a gig but it’s impossible to go to bed and sleep for
hours afterwards”. He was not drawn into the drink,
drugs and hard
partying lifestyle. “I
preferred to unwind
with a beer”. Are
drummers the quieter
members of bands?
(aside from Gillie “hardly!”) “Perhaps,
apart from Ginger
Baker [of Cream] and
Keith Moon [The
Who].” Because of the
prevailing 90% tax
The album cover from the
rates he moved to the
Live in Glasgow album Isle of Man where he
photo by Terry O’Neill
joined a number of
exiles from the
entertainment industry
such as the Bee Gees and comedian Norman Wisdom,
remaining for ten years. In 1981 he decided he had had
enough and left the band, and more changes in the lineup took place over the next few years. “I took a year off
and travelled. Then I played for a couple of bands and
headlined some festivals.” He also made some
recordings.
John has one daughter, Charlotte, from his first
marriage, and one granddaughter. He and his wife Gillie
have been together for 45 years, and married for 39.
Gillie is steeped in show business. Her father was the
Stage Director for Odeon Theatres throughout the
1950s, 60s and early 70s, and her mother was a Tiller
Girl.

There is a story about a drummer in a rock band who
was constantly being criticised for having no sense of
timing. He found this very worrying and began to suffer
from depression. Eventually, seeing no other way out,
he threw himself behind a bus.
No such fate could befall this month’s interviewee, a
musician with a career going back over 50 years
including nearly 20 as drummer and founder member of
Status Quo. He is also a resident of Shilton and one of
the most illustrious distributors of this magazine.
John was born in Dulwich hospital in 1946 and grew up
in Upper Norwood, south-east London, He is an only
child and his father was a furniture salesman. He dates
his interest in music to the time when he accompanied
his parents to ballroom dancing at the Crystal Palace
hotel. “There was a big band. I watched and watched.
First I wanted to be the man who played the double
bass. Then I noticed that the drummer got to sit down
so I tried out the drums.”
The foundations of his career were laid early. He
was in the air cadets while still at school. “If I hadn’t
joined the air cadets my life would have been very
different”, John reflects. In 1962 he and some friends
formed a band and were allowed to practise in the drill
hall. They would play music by well known musicians
of the era such as The Shadows. A couple of other boys
used to come and listen. After a time they asked John if
he would like join their band which practised in the
nearby Territorial Army centre. Their names were
Francis Rossi and Alan Lancaster. The rest, as they say,
is history. The band was called The Spectres. Rossi and
Lancaster played guitar and bass respectively while a
classmate, Jess Jaworski, was on keyboards. When they
left school he decided to leave and was replaced by Roy
Lynes. One of their earliest gigs was in 1965 at Butlins
in Minehead, a place beloved by The Bridge’s
advertising manager. At Butlins, two years later, they
met Rick Parfitt who joined them and completed their
line-up.
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Gillie herself worked as a secretary for agents for bands
such as Deep Purple and Black Sabbath. They got to
know each other after meeting backstage at
Hammersmith Odeon and hooking up at a party for The
Kinks. They had a memorable first date (see below).
They married in 1982, soon after John left the band (“He
was married to the Quo until then” says Gillie.) In the
Isle of Man they had met and befriended Pam Ayres who
lived there for a time. After she moved to Oxfordshire
they stayed with her, liked it and decided to move here.
They bought a house in Shilton, five minutes from the
Rose and Crown, and have been there for 35 years.

been known to join the plane spotters at Fairford and
was particularly pleased to have seen the U2 (the spy
plane, not the band) landing there.
Thirty-one years after they last played together, John
was reunited with Rossi, Parfitt and Lancaster for a
documentary film about the band, Hello Quo, directed
by Alan G. Parker. At the same time as the release of
the film it was announced that the same team would
have a reunion tour of the UK in 2013 and the UK and
Europe the following year. There were nine shows
including Manchester Apollo, Hammersmith Apollo and
the final one at Wembley Arena. When the tickets for the
tour went on sale they were sold out in 15 minutes.
John remembers fondly the luxurious tour buses
provided by Phoenix Buses which were equipped with
bedrooms, a kitchen, wide screen TV and other
conveniences; a far cry from the more basic way in
which the band travelled in their early days.

John in 1977
Other projects followed. They spent nine months in
Australia where John played in The Bombers, a band
formed by Alan Lancaster, by then living there. They
weren’t tempted to settle there. He and Gillie also had a
show on BBC Radio Oxford for ten years. This came
about through regular “Old Boys” lunches organised by
a former publicist attended by former clients such as
Bruce Welch and Brian Bennett (The Shadows), Noddy
Holder (Slade) and Elkie Brooks. They would conduct
unscripted interviews with guests at the BBC studios
and then take them to lunch down the road in
Summertown.
Gillie, meanwhile, has managed John’s various bands
in his post-Quo era. She has also had a career in various
television quizzes including Lose a Million, the
Australian version of Sale of the Century and The
Weakest Link (which she won).
One of John’s hobbies is vintage military vehicles and
he still has an old French army truck. He recalls taking
part in a D-Day commemoration in Normandy where he
and other enthusiasts took four DUKW amphibious
vehicles. They met D-Day veterans, some of whom had
already celebrated their reunion with enthusiasm, and
helped them into the trucks before taking them for a trip
in the sea. “We were able to drive onto the top of the
the remaining bits of the Mulberry harbour at
Arromanches”. He has appeared on various television
programmes such as Find It, Fix it, Flog It; Shed and
Buried; and Junk and Disorderly. He still has an interest
in military aircraft from his days as an air cadet and
enjoys seeing them flying into Brize Norton. He has

There won’t be another reunion as Rick Parfitt died in
2016 and Alan Lancaster returned to Australia, where he
sadly died on 26 September this year. However John
continues to perform with his own band, John Coghlan’s
Quo (pictured above). This was formed in the late
1990s and has toured the UK and Europe performing
classic Status Quo tracks from the past. They are
working most weekends. John went full circle by going
back to Butlins in Minehead on 1 October. London,
Glasgow, Cardiff and the Netherlands follow and, nearer
to home, Abingdon on New Year’s Eve. He is also in
discussion about appearing at the Corn Exchange in
Witney. Look out for the date. Shilton is a long way
from the rock star lifestyle, but how many other
performers from the 1960s are still going?
And that first date? They went to the Fisherman’s
Wharf restaurant in Wimbledon, driven by the Quo’s
chauffeur. They hit it off and sat talking late into the
evening until they were the last to leave the restaurant.
The next day John called Gillie and asked if she would
like to go out with him again. She said yes and they
decided to go to the same place. This time they went by
cab and asked the driver to take them to Fisherman’s
Wharf. “Are you joking?” was the gist of his reply.
“Why?” “Didn’t you know it burnt down last night?”
They were the last people to eat there before it burst into
flames. Truly a fiery start to the relationship.
Editors, with thanks to Gillie Coghlan for her help
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to see if the two survey methods give similar results. These
data will be used by OCC to judge whether the
experimental weight limit has achieved the specified
reduction of HGV traffic through Burford of 50% without
increasing HGV traffic at other survey sites in the county
by over 50%.
Finally, I have to mention the dreaded Covid. The council
has to meet in person now due to government legislation,
so we need to meet in “safe” venues. Our last meeting was
in the Lady Chapel of the church. As always, the meeting
venue, date and time are published on our website a few
days prior to the meeting. If you wish to come along, it is
held during the first week of each month.
Peter Higgs - Mayor

BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL
Next year will be the
Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee and Burford
will take part in the
celebrations, the
planning of which is
already under way.
The first project to
mark the Jubilee is the
Queen’s Green
Canopy initiative, to
encourage the planting
of trees to create a
legacy in honour of
the Queen’s leadership
of the nation, which
will benefit future
generations.

*********************************************

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT
Officially the twinning of Burford with Potenza Picena in
Italy is 20 years old now. The first exploratory school
exchange took place in 1999 and the twinning documents
were signed by Keith Davies, mayor of Burford, and Mario
Morgoni, mayor of Potenza Picena, in September 2001.
Since then there have been several civic and school
exchanges but recent difficulties like Covid-19 have
brought them to a halt. Some exchanges involved the
Burford Festival and some the Grappolo d’Oro wine
festival in Potenza Picena. Over the twenty years various
project leaders have retired and/or moved to different
schools and it is now necessary to identify new participants
in order to progress twinning activities.

Burford Town Council in conjunction with community
volunteers, and hopefully local businesses too, will be
planting two community orchards late next February or in
March. The first will be on the green to the north of the
A40 opposite the Shilton Road junction, and consist of 30
mixed apple, pear and plum trees, some heritage and some
more common varieties, and 12 crab apple trees. The other
orchard will be by the allotments on Westfield and will
have 12 mixed fruit trees too. We also plan to plant a single
oak tree on the triangle of green to the east of the Shilton
Road junction to commemorate the jubilee with a plaque.
On 4 June next year, there will be the Queen’s Jubilee
Lunch Event which we plan to hold in Priory Lane. This
will be a community event, and we welcome any offers of
help for the organisation of it. We will be contacting local
clubs, societies and organisations to ask for their help.
The west side of the High Street pavement repairs are
due to start on 25 October and will go on for four weeks.
The repairs will raise the roadside edge of the pavement to
reduce the slope towards the road in places where the
gradient is too steep for safety. In addition, the kerbs and
the edge of the road will also be replaced or repaired as
required. Parking will be prohibited for the duration of the
work and the pavement will be restricted, but access to all
the shops and premises will be maintained. The work is
needed as the pavement is in a very bad state in places.
I am very pleased to report that with the kind donations
made by residents and local charities in the last two
months, and with a final generous donation from the
Burford Festival, we have now raised the required £2500 to
fund the installation of a radar speed sign on The Hill.
Thank you all. The sign and the post for it have now been
ordered.
The planning application for the car park extension off
Guildenford was considered by WODC planning, and the
committee decided to visit Burford to view the site and the
possible alternative site off Tanners Lane. The decision
will then be made at the October planning meeting, so by
the time you read this, we should know the outcome.

George and Pina Dernowski, pictured, were responsible for
many of the Potenza Picena arrangements and plans. They
were frequently seen on the streets of Burford and are
known to many. George now has some health problems
which restrict his mobility and Pina has retired from
teaching. The Grappolo d’ Oro
this year was a much reduced
affair with no floats and only
stage performances but it did
take place and representation
from Burford was greatly
appreciated. The current task is
to identify new players and
assess the educational and
civic value of the twinning and
the costs of continuation.
Derek Cotterill
11 October 2021

In addition, OCC will be carrying out their final HGV
survey from 18 to 25 October. This survey will not only
use the pneumatic ATC system with tubes across the road,
but also use video cameras to distinguish between the 3.5
to 7.5 tonne HGVs that are permitted to use the A361, and
the over 7.5 tonne HGVs that can only use the road to
deliver here or if they have a permit. It will be interesting
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Moving down, the sheer quantity of clothing which
appeared to be necessary is amazing. Whatever the season
or weather, jackets, ties and waistcoats for the men, long
dresses and corsets for the ladies. Comfortable in the
winter but hell on a hot summer’s day. Boots were de
rigeur for both sexes and here we do seem to have come
full circle as ladies, especially young ladies, have taken to
wearing what used to be called “Orphan Annies” but now
seem to be high style. I do worry that those who wear what
appear to be SAS combat boots welded to nine inch spike
heels may lose their balance in unbecoming fashion or
ventilate the floor of the Warwick Hall.
I am conscious that I am beginning to sound like Vogue or
Woman’s Weekly. It’s all the fault of Memories of Burford!
John White - Councillor

AS I WAS SAYING……………………
If you don’t
know it already, I
can thoroughly
recommend the
Facebook page
“Memories of
Burford”. It is
assiduously
maintained by
David and Jan
Cohen on behalf
of the Burford
Archive and their
daily dollop of
nostalgia is a
delight. Be it an
old photograph,
an ancient
postcard or a fading poster, it always excites and engenders
responses from a broad, and sometimes abroad, range of
readers who can always tell you which regiment is
parading down the High Street or who was standing next to
Bill Snookum in the photo of the Top School under 15
cricket eleven in 1921 – didn’t he go to prison for sheep
stealing or marry Mary WhatsApp or both?
The real joy is in trying to spot the differences between
then and now. Some are easy – the absence of pavements,
let alone cars, making the High Street look much wider
than it is now but, of course, it isn’t, the clothes (I will
come back to the fashion section in a moment) and the
celebration of some events which have long since gone by
the board e.g. the hiring fair. Some are much more difficult
- what was Castle’s called before it became Castle’s, when
did Huffkins really first open its doors, when did Witney
Street become one way off the High Street, at least for the
first six inches, where did all the pubs go and so on. But
beware, some of the comments can drive you mad. “Is that
a lesser spotted throat warbler I can see on the fifth branch
from the top on the third tree on the left going up The
Hill?” You don your glasses but with no result, you call for
the house magnifying glass (no house should be without
one) but still no success and finally you purloin the kids’
microscope which demonstrates, without fear of
contradiction, that it was merely a speck of dust on the lens
of the 1929 Kodak.
The most telling contrast is between the clothes of then
and now. I won’t describe the “now” because you all see it
every day. The shorts, the miniskirts, the £300+ trainers,
the shirts which have never been tucked in, the jeans held
up by faith, just, so low slung that they reveal and revel in
all their glory “Calvin Klein” or, in my case, “M&S
Seconds”. Look at the dress code of the 1920s in those
wonderful sepia photos. Starting at the top, the hats. Oh my
giddy aunt, the hats! Every man, woman and urchin over
the age of five has one. Can I say “urchin”? I wouldn’t dare
refer to our current primary school pupils as such for fear
of extreme parental reprisals but it seems appropriate when
you look at some of those pictures. The range of headwear
is quite extraordinary as well – flat caps for the young,
bowlers and homburgs for the working men, top hats for
the layabouts and bonnets for the ladies. Social strata could
be established just by looking at a person’s head.
Nowadays a man with a hat is likely to be thought to be
mad and on his way to a tea party and the ladies tend to
restrict hat wearing to high days and holidays.

**********************************************

HARVEST FESTIVAL AT ASTHALL

Photo taken by Robert Gray

The first Sunday of October saw a traditional harvest
festival celebration at the beautiful old church of St
Nicholas in Asthall.
The stunning displays of seasonal produce, grown and
skilfully arranged by dedicated parishioners, were pertinent
reminders of our relationship with nature’s cycle and the
nourishment it provides to us, both physically and
spiritually.
Standing in this ancient building, where so many over
the centuries have given thanks for their daily bread,
honouring the land with the traditional sheaf of corn
among the vibrant flowers and vegetables of early autumn,
offered a connection to the natural world that can so easily
be lost in our busy technologically driven lives.
Lesley Gray
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Janet Copley, introducing our speaker at the end of
September, said that the last time she did this she had no
idea how long it was going to be before we met again.
She mentioned some administrative matters. Janet thanked
Mary Blakeman for her many years of organising our
outings and was glad to announce that Jan Cohen had
agreed to take on this job and that David Cohen had agreed
to be show secretary. Our speaker this time was Fiona
Porter of Cotswold Garden Flowers. Fiona showed us a
video of her most recent walk around her spacious
suburban garden. The garden is laid out with many
standard-sized plots which she cultivates intensively to
grow a huge range of annuals, biannual and perennials
which she can cut for weddings, funerals and other events.
Fiona made this career switch about five years ago and is
clearly a shrewd business woman. At the end of her talk
she collected up a range of flowers from a bucket. She
had picked these either late the previous evening or early
that morning and bound them tightly into a bouquet.
Fioina then said she had put one of her cards under a chair,
which happened to be mine, so I took home a rather
splendid arrangement which Ruth was able to loosen out in
a vase.
However there is a further twist to this story. The talk
was on a Thursday, but on the following Sunday we had a
buffet lunch at the Quaker Meeting House to celebrate a
golden wedding. So instead of a modest vase of yellow
rudbeckia from our garden we had a rather splendid
collection of red, orange and purple dahlias and cosmos,
which may have been slightly over the top for the
preceding Quaker meeting but was just the thing for a
celebratory occasion.
Our next two scheduled events are:
Thursday 28 October - Sue Smith will talk about Wild
Flowers of the Cotswolds
Thursday 25 November - Mandy Bradshaw will speak
about The Four Seasons Cotswold Style
Both talks will be at 2.15 for 2.30 at the Bowls Club in
Tanner Lane
David Day

Tuesday 16 November. ‘Burford Gardens:
Connections and Change.’
Susan Ashton MSGD
An illustrated talk through Burford gardens, past
and present.
Drawing on a lifetime’s interest in creating interesting
gardens and since 1998 professionally designing them, Sue
Ashton will explain the changing face of Burford gardens
and how they have had to adapt to meet different needs and
demands over time.

We will hear about her long connection with Burford and
her memories of the gardens of her childhood. She will
tell us about her current garden and how it has changed and
developed over the last 40 years and about her life as a
garden designer from “concept to completion”.
Please note the change of venue and timing from the
Methodist Church, as shown in our programme, to 7.00 pm
at our new home at the Warwick Hall. Visitors are very
welcome at a charge of £5 per person, payable at the door.

For more information, please contact Frances Sparkes on
01993 823943 or by email,
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk.

Lecture Wednesday 10 November at 11am
Warwick Hall or via Zoom

To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to
keep abreast of any additional activities, please go to the
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk
Frances Sparkes

Dickens, Lawrence and Zhivago: David Lean’s Art of
the Cinema
With Neil Faulkner

***********************************************

This lecture will be held at the Warwick Hall and via Zoom
for those who prefer. Further information will be circulated
via the newsletter and website.
Cinematic images are modern art forms. In the ‘golden
age’ of cinema – before the development of CGI
technology – filmmakers had to construct sets to represent
landscapes, townscapes, and interiors. Sometimes they
used paintings and photographs, sometimes they built scale
models, and sometimes they constructed full-size replicas.
In each case, they created an art installation that they then
captured in celluloid images.
Drawing on new insights from the archaeology of
cinema, this lecture will use the films of renowned British
director David Lean to explore the art of cinema. How do
the “collaborative teams” choose locations, construct sets,
dress actors, and, more generally, ‘imagine’ the world they
seek to represent? How much is authentic, and how much
preconception and prejudice? What are the influences on
the way the cinema depicts the world?

Autumn Concert
Sunday, 28 November 2021, 7.30pm
Church of St John the Baptist, Church Green,
Burford OX18 4RY
Schubert: Rosamunde Overture
Clive Osgood: Dixit Dominus
Mendelssohn: Hymn of Praise
Burford Singers with
Charlotte Bowden (Soprano)
Susan McRae (Soprano)
Oliver Johnston (Tenor)
Cotswold Chamber Orchestra
Leader: Kate Bailey
Conductor: Brian Kay
Tickets reserved at (£25 – sold out), £20, £15, unreserved
£10, children and students half price
Online booking at https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/buytickets/ (Booking fee applies). Booking in person
(unreserved tickets only) from The Madhatter Bookshop
122, High Street, Burford OX18 4QJ
Full details on our website https://
www.burfordsingers.org.uk/events/
Catherine Martin - Burford Singers Publicity

***********************************************

GUIDED WALKS WITH THE
COTSWOLD VOLUNTARY WARDENS

It would be appreciated for the purposes of anticipating
numbers and the spacing of the seats if those intending to
attend could pre-register via our website
www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk. If this is not
possible, it will still be fine to simply arrive on the day.
Peter, Chairman peteremartin@btinternet.com
www.burfordandistrictsociety.co.uk

***********************************************

LENTHALL CONCERTS

The guided walks programme has restarted and Cotswold
Wardens are once again leading the public on walks in a
safe and careful way. Details of the walks available are
described on the website (below). Please check walk
details carefully including whether booking is necessary.
https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/visiting-and-exploring/
guided-walks/

***********************************************

BURFORD & DISTRICT
HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be
steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary but
terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some
hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be rough
underfoot and ascents and descents may be steep. We
welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not
allowed.
Walks are free although we do invite
donations to help fund our conservation and
improvement work.
Sheila Wasley
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Wednesday 3 November – Craig Ogden (guitar)
– programme not yet known. Please note that
Klanglust reluctantly cancelled their UK tour due
to concerns about Covid restrictions.

Neil Faulkner was educated at King's College Cambridge
and the Institute of Archaeology at UCL. He works as
lecturer, writer, archaeologist and occasional broadcaster;
research fellow, University of Bristol; editor, Military
History Monthly; director, Sedgeford Historical and
Archaeological Research Project; director, Great Arab
Revolt Project. His TV appearances include Channel 4's
Time Team, BBC2's Timewatch, Channel Five's Boudicca
Revealed and Sky Atlantic's The British.
Lectures take place from 11.00 – 12.00 in the Warwick
Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Booking
arrangements for the Warwick Hall or Zoom will be put on
the lecture page of the website in October. Visitors are
welcome for a suggested donation of £10.

Wednesday 8 December – Ben
Holder Trio. One of the foremost
jazz violinists performs a varied
programme including Autumn
Leaves and St Louis Blues.
The concerts are at Burford School
and start at 7:30. Advance tickets
(£14) can be obtained from Madhatter bookshop,
by ringing 824949 or via the website
(www.lenthallconcerts.org.uk). Tickets on the
night cost £16.
Nigel Barraclough
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But that’s not all; you can now purchase books, make
donations, register to be a volunteer and become a
Supporter of the Burford Tolsey, all on line. This panoply
of interest and delights and more is there for you to enjoy
at www.burfordtolsey.org
Clendon Daukes - cddaukes@gmail.com

MORE GHOST STORIES
At the end of September, we enjoyed a lovely evening in
the Priory’s Lenthall chapel, courtesy of Matthew Freud,
Kim Harvey and the Burford Literary Festival. We heard
some of Sue Leigh’s elegant and thoughtful poems, read by
the author, and a brilliant and passionate talk, given ad
lib, on the poet and composer Ivor Gurney by Kate
Kennedy.
The chapel itself is a strange and
probably unique “mongrel” (Pevsner’s
word), combining simultaneously-built
Gothic and Jacobean features. It was
commissioned by William Lenthall
(pictured), who took ownership of the
Priory in 1637 and remodelled Tanfield’s
grand house after a period of damage and
decline. However, the chapel was not
completed and dedicated until the year of his death, 1662.
He had been Speaker of the Long Parliament and a leading
political figure during Cromwell’s Protectorate.
The theme of Gothic versus later architectural styles
underlies a story about Burford written about 100 years
ago by M. R. James, the great ghost-story author. The
story, rarely published, is entitled “Speaker Lenthall’s
Tomb”. James uses author’s licence to re-name our parish
church as St Mary’s, and the large Tanfield tomb in the
church as the Lenthall tomb. At the time, there was great
controversy over the installation of the Tanfield tomb at the
behest of his widow, because many in the town had hated
Tanfield, a lord of the manor parachuted in by Elizabeth I
for the main purpose of collecting taxes. (An apocryphal
conversation runs: Parish Priest –“ This tomb will be
constructed in the church only over my dead body”. Lady
Tanfield - “That can be arranged”.)
In James’ story, new owners of the Priory mount a
project to restore the church, which will require the
demolition of the tomb, described as hideous by the
restorers who hate its decidedly post-gothic architectural
style. However, the demolition cannot proceed without the
agreement of the Lenthall family, of which there is only
one very ancient survivor (who lives in one of our present
alms houses adjacent to the church). She is bitterly
opposed to the destruction of the tomb, but by a stratagem,
the young tearaway leading the project circumvents her
wishes. However, he begins to experience unpleasant,
spooky phenomena at night, finally takes fright, and
(spoiler alert!) the tomb is saved.
The ghost story-within-a-story is that a crucial page is
missing from James’ original manuscript. This must have
contained a description of the clinching, no doubt
frightening, event which saved the tomb. A spider seems to
have played a part. James knew Burford well. Did he draw
on some fact or myth of local history to create a climax to
his story? It is interesting, incidentally, how the moral high
ground has shifted – first held by the opponents of the
(Tanfield) tomb, then taken by the opponents of its
(Lenthall) destruction.
I’m grateful to my friend Roger Jones, two of whose
ancestors, with the name Knollys, were vicars of Burford
between 1750 and 1830, perhaps at the time in which the
story was set. He drew my attention to the story and lent
me the volume of James’ work which contains it. Now it’s
up to a new creative writer to fill the gap left by James’
missing page!
Graham Hadley

The Burford festival 2022 team is busy working behind the
scenes to create a wide range of activities, concerts,
speakers and workshops for everyone in this thriving
community. Music, theatre, art, literature, local history and
gardens; we aim to celebrate the very best of Burford.
We are especially delighted that local and bestselling
author Anne Youngson will be joining us as well as
Jeanette Winterson CBE and professor of new writing at
Manchester university.

Ideas and suggestions for the 2022 festival are always
welcome, so please let us know if you have any comments
or suggestions. And although the festival is still eight
months away, if you would like to volunteer to help the
festival as a guide, with events, as a steward, with signage
or any of the myriad of tasks we may not yet have
identified, then we would be delighted to hear from you so
please contact a member of the team.
Sara Hall, Jane Arnell, Adrian Jackson, Karel and Ann
Morris, John Hendry and Jennie Craven
The Burford Festival www.burfordfestival.org

BURFORD FESTIVAL APPOINTMENT
The Trustees of the Burford
Festival are delighted to
announce that Lady (Sylvia)
McLintock has been
unanimously appointed
Honorary President of the
Festival in recognition and
commemoration of her role
in founding and developing
the Festival.
During the Festival next year we will find a suitable
opportunity to celebrate Lady McLintock’s appointment.
David Suratgar – Chairman of the Trustees of the
Burford Festival
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In July both the Tolsey Museum and the Archive Project
held their last respective committee meetings, each
agreeing to form a single entity, The Burford Tolsey
Museum & Archive. On 29 September the new committee
met for the first time. At this historic meeting the Museum
& Archive trustees were able to celebrate the major
achievement of reaching our target of £210,000 to be
added to the £150,000 so generously provided by the
Falkland Hall Charity (FHC) towards the conversion of the
building in Swan Lane into a purpose-built archive, whose
lease had been purchased for the community by the FHC.
That conversion is progressing well and in a few months
time we hope to be able to show Friends and Benefactors
how the building is shaping up.
The Tolsey Museum has had a corps of volunteers and
supporters for many years and as the archive appeal has
progressed it too has accumulated a significant number
who have either helped financially or contributed in other
ways. All these people have been collected into a single
list which will form the basis of those recognised as
‘Friends of the Burford Tolsey Museum & Archive’. In
fact, as I mentioned at our reception in July, all those on
this consolidated list will be considered Friends without
further payment until 1 September 2022. Thereafter
Friends will be invited to pay a subscription of £10
annually and those who subscribe £25 or more each year
will be accorded the title of Benefactor.
Friends,will be entitled to:
a. Artefacts – a twice yearly update on the collections.
b. Monthly e-news.
c. Free access to our regular exhibitions, talks and
lectures.
‘Benefactors’ will additionally be invited to the annual
reception.

**********************************************

September Harvest Supper is always one of the most
enjoyable meetings of the year for the FaB WI and this
year was not a disappointment. Organised on a ‘bring-andshare’ basis there was, as ever, a heaving table of food.
Beautiful salads, quiches and cold meat platters followed
by a range of lovely desserts, all far too calorific but
nevertheless so delicious. Seconds and even thirds were
the order of the evening.
Sally Colter, owner of Burford’s very special
delicatessen ‘Bumbles of Burford’, joined us again to talk,
this time, about vegetables. At first thought this appeared
an ordinary topic but Sally brought the whole topic to life
with a wealth of information about the history, cultivation
and preparation of these staples of our diet. We sampled a
range of vegetables and undertook tasting tests of organic
and traditionally grown items. Most spectacular was a
magnificent celeriac baked for several hours in a meringue
and fennel seed blanket. It was simply mouth-wateringly
delicious. Sally prepared for us all a starter to our meal
made from heritage tomatoes, watermelon and fascinating
micro-greens. The evening ended with our traditional
raffle but this time the prizes were all the products of our
gardens with some very generous gifts from Sally Colter.
Our October meeting involved making ‘Kusudama’
Paper Flowers – using old books and/or magazines,
decorating with felt or button centres. The Lechlade Craft
Barn came along to show us how to make these for
ourselves. More about our finished products in next
month’s issue of The Bridge.
On 9 November we host local historian Stuart
Norridge who is going to talk on the fascinating subject of
Swinbrook and the Mitfords. This important and colourful
family’s history is very closely linked with this area and we
are delighted to invite guests to come along and learn more
about them. There is a guest charge of just £5 and you
would be made most welcome. In September we had
surprise guests of two Cornish WI members on holiday in
the town who had spotted our article in The Bridge. Thank
you Bridge for spreading the word.
The FaB WI is part of the Oxfordshire Federation of
Women’s Institutes. We meet on the second Tuesday of
each month in the Warwick Hall at 7.30 p.m. For further
information please visit our website thefabwi.org.uk or
contact Jane Arnell our secretary at gjaarnell@icloud.com
or on 01993 822755. Alternatively contact our president,
Ginny Renwick 07802 351888/FABW1.ginny@gmail.com
Angela Weller

While the building’s conversion progresses we have been
busy developing an exciting new interactive website,
which is well worth exploring. For the first time you will
be able to read all about the unified Museum and Archive,
including its forthcoming events, travel along Burford’s
Timeline from 752 AD to the present day and click on the
interactive pins of our town’s map to discover a wealth of
fascinating stories. In addition there is a fantastic gallery,
not only with wonderful images and descriptions of
selected items in the collection with photographic glimpses
of old Burford, but also memories of previous Burford
Tolsey events and pictures of the progress being made in
the conversion of our new Swan Lane archive centre.
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vaccine at catch up clinics. Around 50,000 children – 73%
of reception to year 7 pupils – were immunised last year.
The 2021 influenza campaign now includes secondary
school children up to year 11. This includes children
educated at home and children who attend special schools.
Pre-school children over two years old will be offered the
immunisation by their GP surgery. More information on
vaccinations in non-school places can be obtained by
emailing: flu.schoolnurses@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk.
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson nfjuk3@gmail.com
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk
*You can find the wishlist by searching online for “asylum
welcome Oxford amazon uk.” The link can be found in the
Oxford City Council website. - Ed

OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT
The New OCC Administration’s First Motion To
Full Council
Oxfordshire residents may be
interested to learn about the
first motion brought to Full
Council on 14 September by the
new administration. Up until
then, people managing
committee meetings were given
the courtesy of being addressed
in the manner they requested:
chairman, madam chairman,
chair or whatever. The motion
brought by the ruling group to
Full Council sought to proscribe all form of address other
than 'Chair' and to have the constitution re-written
accordingly. Despite some of the most vociferous
opponents being women, after nearly an hour's debate the
ruling group forced this motion through. I question
whether residents think the time and money spent on this
debate was worthwhile, whether it should it have been the
administration's top priority motion, and whether such a
restriction on speech is desirable.

THE FRIENDS OF BURFORD CHURCH

A MAGIC MOMENT WITH WHISKY
For 25 years up until 2006 I was very lucky to have a job
that took me all over the world. However one of my most
enjoyable moments happened in Glasgow where I was
working with the management team of a firm that owned
whisky distilleries.
The magic started late one afternoon when a long
discussion session finished and everyone needed to go to
their offices to catch up with their daily chores. However,
before the goodbyes, one of the managers said ”Julian, it is
totally obvious that you know absolutely nothing about
whisky. I’m sure there is no need for you to rush to your
hotel, so I have arranged for you to be taken in a taxi to
spend some time with our Jo. She is a world expert at
teaching people about whisky and, in particular, how to
taste it. She is a vital part of our organisation because lots
of our people need to understand the subtle differences in
the tastes of whisky as it progresses through the various
stages in its production. Anyway Jo is expecting you soon
and I’m sure that you will be a different person after you
have had the benefit of her education.”
After Jo’s friendly welcome to her small laboratory, and
my confession of ignorance, she presented me with a tiny
glass containing a small quantity of a clear liquid and said
“Have a sip of this.” So I had a sip and it was not what I
was expecting. It was definitely not nice, not at all. She
explained “That is what whisky is like when it comes out
of its initial distillation”. Anyway, before Jo went into the
detail, I winced a bit in anticipation and swallowed the rest
of the bitter sample. Gulp.
Jo gave me more samples to illustrate what happens when
whisky is being produced. “You don’t need to swallow
them - here’s a spit tray”. She added vivid details about
how the flavours and colours of whiskies develop over
many years, influenced by the effect of maturing in
wooden casks. I learned and tasted the transformation
from grotty horrible stuff into rich, delicious, expensive
and very well aged grog. While still explaining more vital
details, Jo put all the little glasses I had used in the sink
and rinsed them while I wondered significantly fuzzily
how I was going to get home, I mean to my hotel.
Jo locked up her little domain and helped me downstairs
where there was a taxi waiting to take me to my bed for the
night. After a warm goodbye I got in and was delivered to
the care of a hotel doorman in a smart uniform including a
top-hat, who steered me carefully to the lift and, after a
glance at my door key card thing, pressed the button for the
fourth floor.
I had time to reflect on the afternoon’s work. I learned
(and somehow managed to remember) some absolutely
vital lessons about how to enjoy malt whisky:
- make sure that the whisky is at room temperature, not
chilled in a fridge
- never put ice in it
- with your sample in a clear glass tumbler, take a modest
sip - get a feel for how much there is a “sting” in your
throat after you swallow it and, if there is any “sting”,
add a few drops of water, ideally from a little jug at
room temperature
- repeat as necessary and, when it is perfect, no sting, just
a lovely whisky taste, inhale the flavour, swirl a few
drops round your mouth, whatever helps you to relish
the fabulous liquor, bit-by-bit until there’s not one drop
left!
And, as prophesied, I really was a different person, and
wiser too.
Julian Gray

***********************************************

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE
(Covering Burford,
Fulbrook, Taynton and
Bradwell Village Only)
Next order date is
Thursday 2 December
2021 by 5.00pm. Late orders will not be accepted.
Deliveries for the December order are hopefully to be
between 6 and 24 December, but may extend after
Christmas, depending on weather and market conditions at
the time. The following order will be on Thursday 6
January 2022, with delivery expected by the end of
January.
You can join the syndicate and order online at
www.burfordoil.co.uk or membership application forms,
and order forms are available from Reavley’s Chemist.
Any questions please contact
Peter Higgs - 822462

Wishlist For Specific Donations To Help Afghan
Refugees
People in Oxfordshire are being asked to make donations
of very specific items to help Afghan people currently
being looked after in the county after their recent arrival in
the UK following events in their home country. As is the
case throughout the country, Oxfordshire is playing host to
a number of Afghan people in temporary accommodation
as a prelude to them moving into more stable housing once
central government has allocated families and individuals
to appropriate homes either locally or elsewhere. The
people of the county have been very generous in
contributing an array of items that have been welcomed by
those in temporary accommodation and those who initially
arrived in the country at RAF Brize Norton before being
transported elsewhere. Soft toys, sanitary items and
clothing have proved very useful.
Earlier in September the county council announced that it
would work with district and city council partners and the
charity Asylum Welcome to publish an Amazon wishlist*
should any further very specific items be needed in due
course. That list is being hosted by Asylum Welcome and
has now been published and can be found at
Amazon.co.uk. Requested items include various items of
clothing and shoes, sanitary products and headphones. The
page will make clear when donations have been received to
a level that means no more are required.

**********************************************

Enjoy an evening of Musical Fireworks at 6.30pm on
Friday 5 November.
Imagine it’s 1723 and Bach has just arrived in Leipzig
to the world-renowned and best-appointed Kaffehaus.
Just for one night, Café Zimmermann will be recreated
in the glorious setting of the Cathedral of the Cotswolds Northleach Church. It will be an intimate evening featuring
Steven Devine and Robin Bigwood on double harpsichords
with the Devine Musique Baroque Ensemble, in a
programme which includes Bach, Telemann and Handel’s
Music for the Royal Fireworks.
Small tables and chairs will be set around two
harpsichords, in the centre of the church, with coffee and
wine available to purchase. Tickets £25 Premium, £20
Standard and £10 Students and under 18s, available at
thelittleboxoffice.com/cotswoldfestivalofmusic/
Jane Quelch

School Flu Vaccinations Begin
More than 100,000 primary and secondary school children
in Oxfordshire will be offered the opportunity to be
immunised against influenza this autumn in an expanded
health protection campaign.The programme started on 22
September with the Oxfordshire School-aged
Immunisation Team from Oxford Health NHS Foundation
Trust giving quick and painless nasal spray vaccinations to
consented pupils from reception classes to year 11. Schools
are contacting parents, guardians and carers to ensure
consent is provided. Any consented children who miss out
on the day of immunisation at their school, either through
sickness or absence, will be able to get their influenza
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LUNCHTIME
ORGAN RECITAL
WITH JAMES

GRAINGER

St John the Baptist Church, Burford

FREE ENTRY

Saturday 13th November, 12 o’clock for 12.30 REFRESHMENTS

MRS BUMBLES DIARY
We have regular meetings with the Post Office
management to check that we are on the right track. This
is normally quite stressful as we never know what is going
to be discussed. We tend to get overwhelmed with
statistics, trends and graphs.
Obviously the big plus is that we have Lesley who has
got over 30 years experience in operating a post office and
what she does not know about running a post office is not
worth knowing. Also Sally has taken to being a Post
Master/Mistress/Person - whatever title you feel is most
politically correct - like a duck to water.
The really encouraging news was that the post office is
much busier in the new location – over 30% busier than in
the old location - and usage is increasing monthly. To be
honest this is a bit of a surprise as we had budgeted for an
initial dip. Technically everything is working well –
remember you can use the post office as your ATM and
you can deposit money direct into your bank account. The
post office is now effectively a bank – the only one left in
Burford.
There is more good news.
In the New Year we are going to be able to offer a new
service. The major problem with buying online is being out
of the house when your order is delivered. Now you can
order through Amazon and get your order delivered to the
post office and collect it anytime between 6.30am and
5.30pm. Even if you were away on holiday you could get
your order delivered to your nearest post office. It’s all
been tested and trialled and is proving very successful.
Finally in the New Year the post box is being moved to
outside the new post office. Thanks for your continuing
support !
Steve Colter - Bumbles
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If you have any issues arising from the last article, you
can contact Alcoholics Anonymous on 0800 9177650 - Ed

BURFORD ENVIRONMENT ACTION
GROUP

THE NEBULY COAT

So there we have it; Susannah Rowels, widow, mother of
six children quietly living out her life in George Yard. After
having six children spending a lifetime working as a
needlewoman with poor light and little pay, married to
James, a chimney sweep, who died before her, who could
possibly deny her a bit of peace and quiet.
As I said at the beginning, this is all based on assumptions,
a bit like archaeologists who, having found a few
discoloured patches of soil, recreate a Saxon village.
Nevertheless it does put a name to a long-forgotten lady
who shared this beautiful town of ours. Don’t you wish we
could speak to her?
David Cohen

GEORGE YARD

Late September saw the BEAGles out in force for an
autumn litter pick, which was a great success, as can be
seen by the number of bags above. Unlike a certain black
sheep we hounds managed slightly more than three bags’
full!
Our next event is the Repair Café on 23 October, which
hasn’t happened as I write this so a report will be in the
December edition of The Bridge. We will also be
publicising both the group’s activities and the importance
of COP26 on 6 November underneath the Tolsey from
10am to 4pm; COP26 is running in Glasgow from 31
October until 12 November, and is widely seen as
mankind’s last opportunity to arrest runaway climate
change and keep the rise in global temperatures to a
maximum of 1.5 degrees.

By John Meade Falkner
A small town left in the doldrums
in the late 19th century as the
railway passes it by a few miles to
the north; a church with a spire and
bell chamber too heavy for its
original Norman tower and
foundations; a leading firm of
Victorian architects commissioned
with the restoration of the church
to its former pre-Reformation
glory… …it could be Burford, but
in The Nebuly Coat by John
Meade Falkner it is the fictional
town of Cullerne. Burford went into decline when ‘Cottonwas-King’, the coaching routes from Oxford to Gloucester
became defunct and the Oxford to Worcester railway line
went through Shipton-under-Wychwood, but Cullerne
suffers from the silting up of the River Cull which left it
with a minster far too grand for the depleted population of
the now sleepy town.
John Meade Falkner is most famous for his children’s
classic Moonfleet and well known to us for his generosity
towards Burford Parish Church, the graveyard of which is
the resting place for him, his wife and his brother. The
Nebuly Coat is the last of his three novels, and it is not one
for children; the vocabulary in places had me reaching for
the dictionary to find out the meanings of many obscure
words: ‘arbitrament’, ‘recrudescence’ and ‘proleptic’ are
just some of the words which the Microsoft Word SpellChecker cannot handle. Also the novel is a story of
blighted love and the stuffiness of late-Victorian society.
The central character is the young surveyor charged with
implementing the grand plans of a famous architect (‘Sir
Charles Farquhar, Bt.,’ rather than G.E.Street) and his
rivalry in love for his landlady’s niece with the mysterious
Lord Blandamer.
The seediness of the life of residents in lodging
houses is conveyed exceptionally well, and the
claustrophobia of a small town and the gossip that swirls
around it must have existed in Burford in the same way
that it does in the fictional Cullerne. Of course, the near
collapse of the tower and spire in Burford Church was
averted by some prompt action in the second half of the
15th Century; you will have to read the book to discover
whether the spire and tower of Cullerne Minster is
similarly rescued just in time.
Rory Darling

***********************************************

WITNEY STREET ROAD CLOSURE

The Fix My Street website indicates that
there are plans to close part of Witney
Street connecting Burford to the A40 at
White Hill and the road to Widford and
Swinbrook for repairs from Monday 22 to
Friday 26 November. Bad news for rat
runners.
Editors
***********************************************

FAREWELL TO THE FORGE

Faced with the enormity of the situation, I’m often struck
by how powerless people feel. Where to start? Well, one of
the things we’ll be looking at is setting realistic targets that
we, as a town, can commit to over the coming months.
Things like a climate audit on our housing, for a start;
luckily we live in a very picturesque part of the country,
but this is a double-edged sword as far as insulating our
houses is concerned. We will be borrowing infra-red
heating monitors, hand-held devices which track the
amount of heat given off. We can then discuss with
households what can be done to insulate our homes, thus
cutting down on both emissions and the ever-rising costs of
the fuel that we consume to heat our homes. Space heating
is by far the biggest emitter of greenhouse gases in a town
such as Burford.
As a follow-up to our article in September’s edition of
The Bridge concerning electric car charging, I’m pleased to
report that, although the charging unit in the Bay Tree no
longer works, Burford WILL be in line for at least two
charging units, most likely – flooding permitting – to be
sited at the public car park. The first tranche of 35 units
will be sited elsewhere in West Oxfordshire, but we will be
in line for the second tranche, to be installed sometime in
2022 – or so we are assured by WODC. Fingers crossed
that this actually happens, as Burford is ill-served by
charging points at the moment: we’ve got zilch.
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting at The
Lamb on 22 November at 7.30. We now have a new email
address, which is burfordbeagles@gmail.com - we’d love
to hear from you.
Andy Hayter

ALMSHOUSE VACANCY
The Burford Almshouse Charity invites applications for
a vacant almshouse, suitable for a single person or
couple with limited resources who live in or have
connections with the Burford area. Application forms
and further information are available from
anneyoungson@btinternet.com, 07946273902, or
01993822894 The deadline for applying is Friday
2 November
Anne Youngson
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On 17 February I posted, on the Tolsey Archive Facebook
page, this fairly plain photograph of an elderly lady tending
her tiny garden in George Yard. It was undated but was
probably taken around the turn of the century. It prompted
970 engagements on the first day and several fascinating
comments as to what she may have been growing, who
was looking at her from the small window in the corner,
and who was she?
My go-to position when looking for specific people is to
shout for Jan (my wife) and enlist her help. We had to
make certain assumptions regarding our lady’s age. This
sort of guesswork would normally get me into trouble but
our lovely lady has long passed on and so I was safe.
Assuming the photo was taken twixt 1890 and 1910, and
that she was approaching 80, our first stop was the 1891
census. Fascinating; we identified 13 families and their
children. As many as 50 people were living in George
Yard. Familiar names: - Hooper, Bond, Wyatt, Hart,
Haggett, Cook, and Batts were surnames that we
recognised - but none suited our quest.
So, on to the 1901 census. Curiously a large proportion
of the cottages were empty and available to let. This
simplified our task. Annoyingly no numbers were used at
this time but one entry stood out above the others:
Susannah Rowels, widow aged 80, occupation
needlewoman. Susannah was the correct age, dressed
neatly with a beautifully made bonnet. She fitted our
profile.

Did you know that Britain’s longest-serving blacksmith
works in our area? Fred Harriss, aged 90, is finally retiring
from his forge at Sturt Farm near Swinbrook after 80 years
in his craft. Six years ago Fred said the following in an
interview:
“I was ten when I first went into the blacksmith’s shop.
From that day forward I was always associated with the
forge. I still love the job and at 84 I still find it the biggest
therapy that I’ve had with the amount of illness that I have
had just recently. It’s a wonderful craft and the king of
trades, because we used to make everything. It can be used
every day and I can still help and hold my head up high for
the amount of interesting work that’s been done at this
forge.
“I’m a very proud man with my family and a very proud
man with the amount of work they do. I’ve never made a
fortune. I’ve made a reasonable living but money isn’t the
most important thing in my life.”
We wish Fred a happy retirement. A video of him at
work can be found on our website..
Editors

Susannah was born in 1821 in Witney. Her maiden name
was Smith. She married James Rowels and in the 1861
census they lived in Priory Lane. They had six children:
Anne, John, Thomas, Rebecca, Sarah and Jass. The
children were all born at the Witney Union, which, as I
understand it, was the workhouse where it was
commonplace for births to take place in sanitary
conditions.
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BURFORD LIBRARY
We are now more or less fully open again, and our friendly
neighbourhood volunteers are waiting to welcome you,
whether you are a new or an established user of the
library's services. Many thank to the volunteers, and to the
people who came to our Re-opening Cake and Coffee
Party, and to the first Scrabble players to venture out after
18 months of having to play with family or on-line. A
reminder that Scrabble evenings are the first Tuesday in the
month, at 7 o'clock, so the next date is 2 November.
The Oxfordshire Library Service is
developing a new strategic plan, and
community libraries will obviously be part
of this future. If you have any thoughts on
what you would like to see or do in the
library in the next few years, do come in and
talk about it. Or just come in and talk about
books.
Anne Youngson - Friends of Burford Library

Looking through old photographs it is usually quite easy to
work out the social and occupational differences between
folk simply by their clothes, and cartoonists and comedians
are quick to use these differences when portraying their
characters, but not always in a kind way.
So, when a man is shown
wearing an English country
smock, one can assume that
a yokel is intended albeit
rather unkindly - broad in
speech and slow-witted.
Less offensive are the
postcards showing the
words of a West Country
rhyme or song, shown
alongside a picture of a
jolly country man in a
smock.
Smocks are today valued,
both as family heirlooms
and more widely as
examples of English folk
art. Indeed, for more than a
century the stitching on
these working garments
has been appreciated and
analysed. It has been
suggested that some of the
designs may represent the
occupation of the owners –
e.g., crooks for shepherds,
wheels for carters, or
flowers for a gardener - but
is there any proof of this?
Several smocks of known
provenance have survived
locally. There are two of
white linen in the BTM&A
collection – a plain one
from the Clare family of
Clanfield, and the one
illustrated here being from
Asthall, where the carter
Bill Sessions wore it until
about 1915.
In 1937 Bob Arnold, later
of The Archers fame, was
featured in the BBC’s In
the Cotswolds, singing the
folk songs learned in his
home, the Three
Horseshoes at Asthall. This
feature launched Bob as a
regular entertainer, singing
at village concerts, for which he used this smock and
spotted hand kerchief to get into character.
Three other workaday smocks from Asthall including
another from Carter Sessions have survived, and a finely
stitched smock from Swinbrook has been recorded, this
one perhaps made specially for a wedding.
Do readers know of others?
Chris Walker

***********************************************

THE MADHATTER BOOKSHOP

'No physical appearance is worth
not eating pasta for.' A worthy
quote from The Comfort Book by
Matt Haig as November whistles
down the chimney. Now is the
season to read and be
comfortable, comfortable clothes,
comfort eating, a comfortable
chair and a pile of books. Let’s
talk about Jolabokaflod, the
Icelandic tradition of giving and
unwrapping new books on Christmas Eve, cozying up with
family, and reading into the night - a comfortable
Christmas. As an independent bookshop all our books are
hand selected by the Madhatter team so we have a
wonderfully eclectic choice of fiction and non-fiction for
every age from Crinkly News for newborns to your
favourite classics. We also have an extensive collection of
signed editions for the special reader in your life. If you
would like some help choosing books then please do ask talking and recommending books is our second favourite
thing (reading is first, obviously) or take a look at our blog
at www.madhatterbookshop.co.uk
During November and December we will be open until
7pm every Thursday. We look forward to seeing you and
maybe Jolabokaflod is not just for Christmas!

Burford Literary Festival - SAVE THE DATE!
" Your festival was the best we've ever attended bar none"
"Being in a small historic venue made my event feel like a
conversation with my audience"
" We cannot wait until next year!"
"Every venue felt so personal"
Just some of the splendid comments we received after
Burford Lit Fest 2021 and so I am delighted to announce
that Burford Literary Festival 2022 will take place 23-26
September 2022. Save the date! Go to
www.burfordlitfest.couk and subscribe to keep up to date
and become a Friend of Burford Lit Fest for early bird
tickets and special events.
Kim Harvey
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BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY

CRAFT IN ACTION

Warwick Hall, Burford, OX18 4RY
Saturday 13 November 2021

Craft in Action is a non profit making organisation. They
were established in 1973 and their aim is to offer a friendly
atmosphere where the exhibitors are happy to talk about
and where possible, demonstrate their craft.
So why not go along and see what is on offer.
Craft in Action pride themselves on having handmade
crafts available, no bought in goods are allowed, so
you willl see genuine crafters on show.
Entry is free Open from 10am until 4.30pm
Helen Wallis

The top table at our very successful charity dinner held at
Burford Golf Club at the end of September. Burford mayor
Peter Higgs and his wife Dianne, Ros Richardson our
president, Kathy Slack and Colin Stringfellow (vice
president) with his wife Julie. The evening was enjoyed by
all. Kathy Slack, our speaker for the evening, is a food
writer, cook and a self-described veg-evangelist. She
talked about her new book From the Veg Patch and told us
what to plant now. Kathy is a very charismatic speaker and
was extremely well received.
The profits from the evening will be going to Bridewell
Mental Health Foundation gardens.

***********************************************

BURFORD PRE-SCHOOL
Our Autumnal Activities And Adventures

Other Rotary News.
We were on car parking duty for a local ploughing match at
Faringdon.

The hot sunny days may now be a distant memory, but
beautiful cold crispy autumnal mornings are upon us and
the children have enjoyed exploring and learning all about
the autumn, keeping a close eye on the changes around
them. In fact, they have been busy collecting lots of
different autumnal evidence for our very special display.
Looks like Percy the Park Keeper is very proud!
We have an exciting calendar of events to look forward
to before half term. I think the children are most looking
forward to our Halloween activities, games and party! With
a special pumpkin patch hunt courtesy of and with thanks
to Asda, Carterton.
After a very successful sponsored walk on the rec
during the summer term, the children are gearing up for
another big walk next month. They will be wrapped in their
woolly hats and wellies to set off for yet another
adventure.... I wonder what exciting treasures they will
find along the way.
If you are considering a placement for your child, we
welcome you to contact us and arrange a viewing:- 01993
824031
Ola Caless - Burford Pre-School Committee Secretary

Rotary Supporting Other Charities
We have donated £50 to Chippy Larder this month.
Mike Clarke and family and friends have raised over
£1000 for Prostate Cancer UK by doing a virtual walk to
Land’s End which was a fantastic achievement for such a
worthy charity with monies still coming in
In October members shared unusual items or items of
family interest for others to guess what they were. This
was an extremely enjoyable and interesting evening
8 November there is a talk on the history of Cogges Farm.
Do think about joining us. We are really keen to increase
our membership, and you will be given a warm welcome.
Why not come for a ‘taster meeting’.
All you have to do is email our secretary, John Smith
jpw.smith@jasss.co.uks
Ros Richardson

EDITORIAL POLICY

As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what can and cannot be published is final. In particular, they will edit or
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially
defamatory. Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not
indicate that the editors agree with them. Items may also be edited for clarification or length and may be rejected. Where items or services are
offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of good quality. The editors
may refuse to publish advertisements or other statements about unsuitable items or services. The Bridge does not accept responsibility for the
accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised. All items submitted for inclusion must give the
name and address of the writer and an email address or telephone number. By submitting any article, announcement, letter or advertisement to
The Bridge you are deemed to have agreed to the above.
All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on our
website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk

- 17 -

The highlight of the event was the unveiling of the 450th
window designed by former student, Caitlin Turner and
executed by eminent glass engraver, Philip Lawson
Johnston. Our thanks go to the Foundation Governors for
funding this project.
Sport News
Following the launch of our Athletic Foundation, students
are benefiting from a range of structured programmes,
designed to engage all students whatever their ability.
With the winter season well and truly underway, students
are already enjoying fixture successes in rugby, netball,
hockey and football.
Dates for your Diary
Sixth Form Opening Evening - 11 November
7.00pm-9.00pm
A Christmas Miscellany at the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford
15 December 2021: Tickets will be available via the
website in early November.
Lyndy Dennis - www.burford.oxon.sch.uk

BURFORD SCHOOL
Settling into school life once again
Our dedicated staff have thoroughly enjoyed the return to
face-to-face teaching and our students have settled back
into school life and the wide variety of extra-curricular
clubs and activities we are once again able to offer.
A nice cup of tea
We launched our 450th Birthday celebrations with
‘Afternoon Tea in the Garden’ hosted by the boarding staff
and students. The garden was still blooming and the sun
still shining as we welcomed guests to the Boarding House.
It was lovely to be able to host those from the local
businesses who provide employment for our boarders –
such a valuable experience for them – and to meet new
neighbours and old friends.
Open Evening
This year we held a ticketed event for our open evening to
ensure numbers on site were in line with COVID advice.
Parents had to be quick to book a place with tickets taken
in just a few days. Over 600 parents and children visited to
hear the new headteacher, Mr Albrighton, share his vision
for the future and to visit the various teaching departments
and find out about all the opportunities open to students.
The hugely popular Mr Fuddles, our school mascot, was in
attendance to welcome everyone. Those who missed out
on the event were able to book individual tours of the
school.

BURFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL

Alumni Reunion
The fourth Old Burfordians’ Reunion took place on
Saturday 9 October. With 450th as the theme, visitors
enjoyed perusing old photographs, finding out more about
the original charter, discovering the history behind their
school houses and challenging themselves to recognise
iconic images from around the school.

Do you have a child who will be due to start Reception in
September 2022? With the lifting of restrictions we are
welcoming families to join us for our open mornings or
afternoons. You will get the opportunity to meet the
headteacher, have a tour of the school by our current Year 6
children and meet our Early Years Team. Anyone who is
considering a nursery place with the school is also very
welcome to come and join us for one of these sessions.
Our Reception children are taught in a mixed age Nursery
and Reception class, allowing opportunities for our
Reception Class to be role models to the younger children
whilst also providing opportunities for us to support
children who find the transition to school difficult. We
welcome up to 20 children to join us in Reception each
year and ten children to join us in Nursery each year, so
that we can get to know each child individually. All
children are able to enjoy two outdoor areas as well as
enjoying daily access to our trim trail, active play
equipment and our paddock, where children also take part
in forest school sessions.
Children enjoy nutritious hot school dinners which have
been chosen with the help of parents and children and are
cooked on site by our chef. We also have regular
enrichment clubs after school and a breakfast and after
school club to support our working parents.
Either email or call the school office to find out more about
our school – office.2251@burford-pri.oxon.sch.uk 01993
822159
All Reception places must be applied by 15 January 2022
through Oxfordshire County Council.
Adam Clark - Head Teacher

Catherine Hawker alumni officer and Matthew Albrington
head teacher with the new window
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ALICE’S BOOK GROUP

CAROLINE’S CLASSICS

Alice’s Book Group enjoyed The Wild
Silence by Raynor Winn as much as they
had the author’s previous book, The Salt
Path, which chronicled the loss of Moth
and Gaynor Winn’s home and the
advancing brain disease (corticobasal
degeneration) slowly incapacitating Moth.
Despite the harrowing circumstances upon
which these books tend to dwell - The Wild
Silence opens with the lingering death of
Gaynor’s mother - they radiate love. Winn writes
eloquently of the enduring passion she conceived, the
country-loving daughter of staid rural parents, for a wild
city boy, obsessed with nature, and throughout the
subsequent catastrophes they suffer, it is her passion for
Moth that drives her. We learn in this book why she wrote
The Salt Path describing their arduous 260 mile hike
around the Cornish coastline which had slowed Moth’s
mental deterioration as his brain built new neural
pathways. Subsequently, living a more settled life with
Moth attending university, they found that the slow death
of brain cells was once more robbing him of his memories,
so the first book was written purely to remind him of their
epic walk. To her surprise, the author was encouraged,
initially by her daughter, to publish, which she did to great
success.
Literary success, however, did not solve the problem of
Moth’s slow decline, and a conviction that an existence
close to the land, where both of them were at their
happiest, coupled with such scientific research available to
a lay person, led her to believe the best hope of a remission
was for them to find a project where they could be in close
touch with nature. A fortunate encounter arising from the
success of the first book enabled their move to a derelict
farm, and much of this book describes its restoration, both
of the buildings and of the soil itself. The final section of
the story is devoted to a three day hike, with friends, in
Iceland, racing against the freezing Icelandic winter. None
of us could understand this - perhaps it was an act of faith
to test the apparent restorative powers of hard work on the
land – as a reader it was mildly interesting!
Gaynor Winn writes well, her lyrical descriptions of the
natural world are entrancing, and the love abounding in the
marriage is deeply moving. One feels that she herself is not
entirely of this world, though her researches into the
importance of humans’ connection to the land appear
highly credible and struck a chord with most of us.
Moth Winn died in August 2021.
Another change of pace, next month we read Anthony
Horowitz, The Moonflower Murders.
Veral Marshall

The hand of the ambiguous title, The Hand
that First Held Mine, could refer to almost
anyone, but a parent or lover probably first
springs to mind. Just who this might be is
the plot’s pivotal puzzle that keeps the
reader a true captive. This amazing author
tantalisingly unfolds the mystery with both
panache and poignancy.
Maggie O’Farrell deftly slips back and
forth between the lives of two couples – somehow linked
but separated by 50 years. She has the ability to make us
completely inhabit the emotions and fervently care for
these four people as well as resenting those who come
between them and their actions which have such
consequences.
We’re first thrust into the trauma of disgraced university
student Lexie Sinclair, stuck with her family in dead-end
seaside Devon. It’s mid-1950s and she’s yearning for her
‘real’ life to begin. Fatefully, worldly London-based
journalist Innes Kent spots this would-be free spirit reading
in the garden as he hunts for help with his broken-down
sports car. As in all the book, O’Farrell writes in third
person with the irresistible knowledge of what is going to
happen to each character in the future, giving the reader
hints of what is to come. Her voice is often in a
deliberately stilted style, as if she’s stage-managing events:
“Alexandra (Lexie) does not – cannot - know the proximity
of Innes Kent. She doesn’t know that he is coming, getting
ever closer with every passing second, walking in his handmade shoes along the roads that separate them, the distance
between them shrinking with every well-shod step.”
Abruptly, we’re then thrown into the present-day trauma of
another woman, Elina – who is also about to start a
completely new existence. Four days previously she’s been
through a horrifying ordeal in giving birth. Awaking in her
own bed this morning, completely disorientated and in
pain, she’s no memory of it. Discovering she’s no longer
pregnant, terrified Elina believes her baby’s gone. She
shakes the slumbering figure of husband Ted to question
him. First alarmed, then frightened, then incredulous, he
reassures her their son is indeed in a basket by the bed.
Lexie and Innes, Elina and Ted – along with an assortment
of significant others, including an ex-wife, daughter, a
lover and workmates – are all working towards defining
their relationships and role in the world. And, ultimately,
whose hand was it that somehow linked them all?
Caroline Fisher
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I live in Witney Street where a 20 mph restriction applies.
This is ignored by some 80% of drivers who pass my
house at 30/40 mph again due to a lack of enforcement.
Have the town council had a statement detailing the cost of
signage to enforce the ban ? I ask as a contributer.
Robin Turner
Acronymous Letters (1)
I hesitate to correct John White, but I have always
understood that an acronym must be pronounceable in
order to qualify for the term. The great H.W.Fowler
explains it under "Curtailed Words" in his "Modern
English Usage." Thus, Radar is an acronym, whereas BBC
is not. It would only be appropriate of course if "Acronym"
were itself an acronym, standing perhaps for Alphabetical
Characters Representative Of Names You Memorise, but
others might have better suggestions.
Cedric Reavley
Acronymous Letters (2)
Further to Councillor White's wonderfully engaging and
witty tome regarding acronyms - some of which are
unnecessarily obfuscated, while others, verge on, quite
frankly, the boundaries of profound obscenity Northumbria University (at Newcastle upon Tyne) was to
have a completely different title - its acronym, to be
emblazoned high up on a tower, with the four letters placed
in the vertical plane, on all its sides, for all to see in radiant
splendour! (Ask me over a pint...)
Therefore, writers should strive to be a trifle judicial in
their use of acronyms, instead of promulgating
sesquipedalian prose; moreover, etymologists will need to
carefully consider the floccinaucinihilipilification of
deploying either one or the other!
Ed Marsh
Thank You

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

Problems for Farmers
I am writing in response to some of the letters in the
October issue of The Bridge magazine regarding the HGV
ban in Burford. I manage a number of arable farms for
different landowners in West Oxfordshire and North
Gloucestershire. Three of these farms are in the Evenlode
valley to the west of Charlbury and have been heavily
impacted by the weight limit in Burford.
On these three farms, we produce about £1.3m of crops,
which is a very small proportion of the value of the crops
produced in the area that are affected by the weight limit.
Most of our crops go for export through the docks at
Portbury and Avonmouth and the majority of the lorries
that carry the grain to the ports come to us having tipped
stone at the quarries at Ducklington. Previously these
lorries would have come through Burford but now have to
divert through, Witney, Hailey, Finstock and Leafield on
roads that have not been built to withstand HGVs. Having
to use unsuitable roads or take lengthy detours has meant
that our customers struggle to find hauliers willing to
collect from these farms. On a number of occasions we
have failed to fulfil contracts as the ship had sailed.
We also struggle with supplies coming on to farm. To
reduce the amount of manufactured fertiliser that I use and
to increase the amount of organic matter in our soils, I try
to use as much organic fertiliser as possible. Our supplier
of organic fertiliser for the last ten years will not now
deliver to my farms in the Evenlode valley due to the
added cost and time involved with having to avoid
Burford.
Cllr Field-Johnson suggests that we should apply for
permits but this is unworkable as we usually do not know
which haulier is being used until they arrive on the farm,
none of the hauliers are based within the 4.8 miles limit of
Burford and the HGV Permit Scheme web page is still
‘under construction’.
Hopefully the weight limit will be lifted which will get the
lorries back on the A roads as much as possible and the
new 20mph speed limit in Burford will prevent the lorries
from ‘thundering’ down the hill.
Richard Fanshawe

Romance On The Riverbank

DOWN THE DRAIN
“Save water - bath with a friend” was a popular if not
entirely serious saying in the 1970s. As a rather damp
year draws towards its close, we seem to be less
preoccupied with acquiring water than with getting rid
of the stuff. Strolling through the lower regions of
Burford recently, we came across Thames Water’s
contractors at work and we stopped to chat to them
about what they were doing. No fatbergs, just routine
maintenance, they assured us. They check the drains
and, if necessary, flush them out with a powerful hose.
“Powerful”, they said, in the sense that it could take
your arm off if you were so foolish as to get in its way.
Their van looked ordinary from the outside but opening
the rear doors revealed a cornucopia of high tech kit
which they said cost £250,000. The little fellow below
sitting on the rear step of the van, is about a foot long
and is used to crawl along the drains, sending a video
feed to the operator in the van. That alone costs around
£20,000. So what you pay for water does not cover just
the stuff that comes out of your taps.

A few editions ago, I drew readers’ attention to the
loneliness of the Muscovy duck who resides on the bank of
the Windrush opposite St John the Baptist church. I named
him Vladimir and hoped that one day he would find a
mate. Then, lo and behold, a few weeks ago a female
turned up. Some romantic soul must have read The Bridge
and released the farm duck into the river. I wish Vladimir
and Anastasia a happy life together.
Bert Clough
Hmm. When Vladimir Lenin came up against the family of
Anastasia Romanov (the rulers of Russia) the ending was
anything but a happy one - Ed
**********************************************

POINTING THE WAY
Burford’s ever busy Lengthman David Buckland shows us
all our direction of travel
Thanks to Maggie Andrews for the photograph

Ironically, only a few days later some residents in the
same area found their sinks and loos were backing up.
Thames Water returned to investigate and discovered…a
fatberg. This term is defined as “rock-like mass of
waste matter in a sewer system formed by the
combination of flushed non-biodegradable solids, such
as wet wipes, and fat, oil and grease deposits.” Yuk!
Fortunately there was no serious damage but a lot of
inconvenience was caused to the households concerned.
It’s important to dispose of your wipes properly, not
down the pan. And also not to put the excess fat from
your Sunday roast down your sink. It makes us wonder
how the drains will cope when the Shilton Road
development is complete, as well as any emanations
from the proposed buildings in Cole’s Field.
Gordon Elliot

Ist Burford Scout Group would like to thank Hickman
Brothers' Landscape and Gardening and most especially
Terry for the donation and delivering of logs to have as
seats for the fire area.
The leaders are especially pleased as it means we don't
have to dig dirt out of bench legs after each camp fire:)
Mandy Bielby
Eco Housing
Just a thought, ..If the developers get their way to build
more houses here is it possible that the planners and or
BTC insist the houses are built with the highest standards
of insulation, communal ground source heating system,
solar panel pv roof tiles (some very neat ones now
available) EV (electric vehicle) charge points throughout
and a wind turbine or two. The greenest housing in the area
showing Burford leads the way again as it did in the
1500’s.
Peter Wyatt

Enforcing the Ban
I have read with interest the articles and correspondence in
the Bridge regarding the controversy over the HGV ban.
The problem with making a meaningful judgement on the
effectiveness of the ban and consequential effect on
neighbouring villages is the lack of accurate statistics.
Without effective monitoring and enforcement the statistics
cannot be accurate and the results come down to personal
opinion, usually an inaccurate result. Although there has
been a noticeable drop in HGVs using the High Street it is
by no means total. Perhaps some are because the signs are
not positioned effectively or are difficult to read by nonEnglish speaking drivers or just lack of enforcement.
As a letter in The Bridge suggested last month you need a
traffic plan covering both Burford and the surrounding
villages as any traffic engineer would advise.
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Geoff Bond died suddenly on 1 Oct, at the age of 78,
whilst on a short break in Dorset with his wife Julie and
long-term friends.
Geoff grew up in London, before studying geography at
St John’s Oxford, and from an early age he proved himself
to be an enthusiastic and extremely competent
sportsperson. Excelling as an amateur cricketer as a
wicketkeeper and opening batsman, he played for many
years in the very best of club cricket for Maidenhead and
Bray, where apart from cricket he was at the forefront of
club social life. He was a stalwart of the Incogniti cricket
club, played regularly for the MCC, and made many loyal,
long-standing and close friends in the many pavilions he
frequented, often into the evening.
Geoff turned to golf whilst still in his prime as a
cricketer and mastered the game far more proficiently than
most. Rapidly becoming a low handicapper, and well
served by his long, slow, follow through, for many years he
was an active member of Denham, Burford and Rye Golf
Clubs, and being much in demand for selection, he
represented the MCC in their matches against the most
prestigious clubs in both the UK and abroad in the US and
Australia when the MCC and their golfing visits coincided
with the Ashes tours.
His professional career was in IT where he was a
director for many retail organisations, often living and
travelling abroad for short periods.
He moved to Burford with his wife in 1996, was always
a popular figure and became known to many Burdfordians
for his talent in presenting magic shows. Magic had
interested Geoff from an early age and a measure of his
ability was that he was elected to become a member of the
Magic Circle. He delighted in the enjoyment he was able to
give to young and old alike, not least in his Burford home,
where he and his wife Julie have hosted two shows in
recent years.
Others will have observed that Geoff enjoyed the good
life when visiting his garden during the Burford Festival
and how he was something of an expert at growing
vegetables and developing a mature garden.
A man of many talents, he also had a great knowledge
and love of music and opera in particular. This all started
back in October 1963 when he went to Covent Garden to
see La Boheme and was disappointed to read in the foyer
that Giuseppe di Stefano was indisposed, and that his
replacement Luciano Pavarotti would be giving his first
performance there. Geoff was hooked which perhaps
should not come as a surprise to those who knew he was
related to Kathleen Ferrier. Whilst in London he was a
loyal member of Covent Garden, and on moving to
Burford he became a Wagner Benefactor for Longborough
Opera where he enjoyed many summer seasons with a
variety of friends, always choosing the performance to suit
their varied tastes, whilst impressing everyone with his
extensive musical knowledge.
Geoff enjoyed life to the full and being the connoisseur
of wine he was, built up an enviable cellar of fine wines,
mostly from France and Italy. He was an exceptional
individual in so many ways, a loving person and true
gentleman. He always made an impression with those he
met and without doubt his sad passing will leave a gap in
many people’s lives.
Geoff leaves his wife Julie and a son and daughter from a
previous marriage.

NORAH GWENDOLINE THOMAS
3/10/1926-19/9/2021

Norah passed away peacefully in her sleep, having lived a
full and rewarding life. She and her husband Stuart lived
for many years in Fulbrook at Swallows Turn. Norah was a
keen gardener and the garden was the scene of many
Fulbrook fetes and garden parties.She was extremely
active in Burford and Fulbrook life, being a keen member
of the WI and Horticultural Society, and eventually moved
to Burford when the garden at Swallows Turn became too
large. Nora and Stuart had three children but she still found
time to qualify as a teacher and take a full and active part
in the community. A lady of boundless energy, an ever
enquiring mind and an eco warrior long before that phrase
became popular. It was a privilege to know her.
David Cohen

GEOFFREY BOND

PHILIP THORNTON
1947 to 2021
Phillip Thornton was
born and bred in
Burford. Phillip,
married with children,
set up a civil
engineering company.
He worked on large
housing developments,
doing all the
groundworks.

Rob

will talk
TV prog
t

Phillip’s funeral will
take place on 4
November at 1pm in St
John the Baptist church
in Burford.

Friday 26t

Free Admi

Refreshme

All are welcome to his
funeral and the wake
location in Burford will
be announced at the
service.
Please wear masks.

Talk starts

Warwick H

For Further

Michelle Thornton
(eldest daughter)
Burford Conservative Association

Royal writer,

Robert Hardman

will talk about his latest books and
TV programmes on the Queen and
the House of Windsor.
Friday 26th November 2021 at the Warwick Hall
Free Admission ALL WELCOME
Refreshments provided from 6:15pm
Talk starts at 7:00pm
Warwick Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RY
For Further Details, email: burfordrory@gmail.com
or call: 07434 678 805

Don’t forget to support the
BRIC-A-BRAC SALE
Held at The Tolsey in Burford
Saturday 20 November
10am to 2pm
In aid of Shilton Village Hall
Shirley Cuthbertson
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Burford & District’ Pack with details of many of the
Town’s local facilities, clubs and societies, Simply email
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New to TREE
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d & area? Welcome.
The Burford & District Society will be
I’m delighted that funding has been secured (from the
International
for this autumn’s
tree of
happy Tree
to Foundation)
deliver your
free copy
planting at the Blue Cross near Burford – 1,300 trees and
the
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Pack
over
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of some very local nature recovery! Lots of planting
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of many
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– please
see the Burford
Environmental
Action Group Facebook page for more details or email
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lucy.staveley@gmail.com
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More
details of
the Burford
community
planting
plans
in
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DIARY OF SPECIAL EVENTS NOVEMBER 2021
Tues 2 Nov

Scrabble evening

Burford library

7.00pm

Weds 3 Nov

Lenthall Concert - Craig Ogden (guitar)

Burford School

7.30pm

Fri 5 Nov

Bonfire Night Concert

Northleach Church

7.00pm

Mon 8 Nov

Rotary talk - Cogges Farm

Burford Golf Club

See article

Tues 9 Nov

FaB WI talk - The Mitfords

Warwick Hall

7.30pm

Weds 10 Nov TASC lecture on David Lean

Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00am

Sat 13 Nov

Lunchtime organ recital

Burford Parish Church

12.00 for 12.30

Sat 13 Nov

Craft in Action

Warwick Hall

4.30pm

Tue 16 Nov

BDS lecture Susan Ashton on gardens

Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 7.00pm

Sat 20 Nov

Bric-a-Brac sale

Tolsey, Burford

10.00-2.00pm

Mon 22 Nov

BEAGles meeting

The Lamb, Burford

7.30pm

Thur 25 Nov

BDHA talk - Four seasons Cotswold style

Bowls Club

2.30pm

Fr1 26 Nov

Talk - Queen and House of Windsor

Warwick Hall

7.00pm

Sun 28 Nov

Burford Singers concert

Burford Parish Church

7.30pm

Sun 5 Dec

Advent Family Fun

Burford Parish Church

2.30pm

Tues 7 Dec

Scrabble evening

Burford library

7.00pm

Weds 8 Dec

TASC lecture - The Christmas Story in
Medieval Art

Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00

Wed 15 Dec

Burford School Christmas miscellany

Sheldonian Theatre Oxford

10-19 June 22

Burford Festival

Various

23-26 Sept 22

Burford Literary Festival

Various

NB When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include: Day of the Week, Date, Venue,
Time. Thank you.

CALLING CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
On the next page we have put our list of local cubs and societies as it appeared before lockdown last year. We hope to
resume printing this in future editions. Would ALL clubs and societies please let us know
(editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk)whether or not they would like their listing to continue and if the details shown are correct.
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES

This information may be out of date but included as a prompt for people to tell us what Clubs and
Societies still exist and who is the contact for them.

REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
Aerobics

Monday and two on Thursday

Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm,
Thursday 11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971
gillianhames46@gmail.com

Astally Arms

Last Friday of the month

Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh

From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group

Monday nights

Burford School 8-10pm. Friendly,
all abilities

Kevin 704655
scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts

Wednesday (term time)

Scout Hut 6-7.15pm

Claire Grifﬁn 07751 472125
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Bradwell Village Coffee

Every Friday am

Bradwell Village Hall 10.30-12.30

Margaret Booth 822677

Burford Badminton Club

Tuesday nights 8-10pm

Burford School - fun, social, all
abilities

Vijay 891043
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Burford Crafters

Twice a month

Currently not meeting but still
making crafts

Christine Brown 822589/June
Catling 823752

Burford & District Society

Meet 7 times a year

Warwick Hall at 7.00pm

K. Gray 823805
burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk

Burford Library

Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday

Mon closed; Tues 1-7; Wed
closed; Thurs 10-1; Friday 10-1
and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Town Bowls Club

Friendly Roll-up all Mondays

Bowls Club from 6.30 pm

Pat Walker 01993 822330
patr47@btinternet.com

Coffee and Company

Every Wednesday

St John the Baptist Church
10.30 - 12 midday

Julia Ritchie 01993 841484

Cub Scouts

Mondays (term time)

Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm

Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

Fencing

Tuesdays

Bradwell Village 7-9pm

Keith Money 01982 448295

Fulbrook & Burford WI (FaBWI)

Second Tuesday of every month

Warwick Hall

Jane Arnell gjaarnell@icloud.com
01993 822755 or thefabwi.org

Fulbrook Coffee am

Every 4th Thursday

Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12

Gilly Kay 823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group

Thursday (wef Sept 2021)

Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am

Pat Ferrett 822892

Fulbrook Forum

1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug)

Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm

fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association

Fourth Thursday

Bowls Club - times vary

Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc.

Every 2nd Wednesday

Warwick Hall

2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport

Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, Fri
8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre

Vijay 01993 891 043 or
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time

Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term Times

Burford Library (for under 5’s)

Carol-Amy Holdcroft 823377

Rock-a-Tots

Tuesday during Term Time

Warwick Hall

9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham

Monday

The Burford Golf Club

Terry Best, Secretary 775232

Scouts

Thursday (term time)

Scout Hut 6 - 8pm

Alex Gill 07762161769
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble

1st Tuesday of each month

Burford Library (free tea, coffee,
soft drinks)

7pm

Soup & Pudding Club

Every 2nd Tuesday

Baptist Church, Witney Street

Gill Crippen 07967 362885 or
07793 012215

The Arts Society Cotswolds

2nd Wed (not July/Aug)

Warwick Hall 11.00

The Wychwood Lodge of
Freemasons

3rd Thursday Sept-April

The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street

Frances Sparkes 01993 823943
publicity@theartssocietycotswold
s.org.uk
Mike 868302 / Allan 822240
wychwood988@outlook.com

Time Out

Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea)

Warwick Hall inc games, bingo,
singing, talks
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John Harrington 822451 or Sue
Sheppard 824729

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, BURFORD
7 November
Morning Service
14 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
Remembrance
(starting at the war memorial)
21 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Service
28 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Service

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS
MORE
Weekly Services

11.00am

*Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/cb2fdh9j

8.00am
10.50am

Saturday Vigil Mass: 6.00 pm
*Sunday Mass: 10.00 am

8.00am
9.30am
11.00am

Weekdays:
Tuesday - Mass 10.00 am

8.00am
11.00am

Thursday - Mass 10.00 am
Friday - Mass 6.00 pm followed by Confessions

St James the Great, Fulbrook
14 November
Remembrance
9.30am
21 November
Evening Prayer (BCP)
6.00pm
28 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am

Please see catholicchurchburford.org.uk for booking
details and latest updates.
Dan Boyle
********************************************

St John the Evangelist, Taynton
7 November
Holy Communion (CW)
9.30am
14 November
Remembrance
10.45am
St Nicholas, Asthall
7 November
Evening Prayer (BCP)
14 November
Evening Prayer (BCP)
21 November
Evening Prayer (BCP)
28 November
Evening Prayer (BCP)
St Mary, Swinbrook
7 November
Holy Communion
14 November
Morning Service
21 November
Morning Service
28 November
Morning Service

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING
Pytts Lane, Meeting for Worship every Sunday at
11.00 a.m.
David Day (01993) 823398

6.00pm

********************************************

6.00pm

BURFORD BAPTIST CHURCH

6.00pm

Burford Baptist, as a building, has not re-opened post
lockdown at present as we are awaiting work to be
done on the building which will hopefully mean that
we can resume some of our activities and allow the
building to be let from January 2022.

6.00pm

11.00am

The soup and pudding and cafe services are currently
suspended.

11.00am

We are aware that many of the vulnerable people in our
community are anxious at this time and we need to
ensure that all of us are being kept safe and that we all
continue to keep safe during these times.

11.00am
11.00am

All services are subject to change due to COVID.

We look forward to welcoming the community back in
once we have made the building safer and done
essential works.
Gill Crippen

Please check our website burfordchurch.org
before attending a service.
Tarnia Usher - Church Secretary
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name

Business Type

Phone

Antiques @ The George

Award winning, friendly antiques centre

01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo

Find us at Christmas Court in Burford

01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital

(Burford Branch) Large and small animal care

01608 642547

CJD Architects

Chartered Architects

01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company

We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat)

01993 823882

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd

Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

01993 822226

Jenny Smith

Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held.

07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors

Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk

01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher

Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists

01993 220579

Light My Night

Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk

01865 460300

Mallams

Auctioneers and Valuers

01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM

Piano Teacher

01993 774568

Peter Garratt

Painter and Decorator

01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold

Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com

01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees

Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs

01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage

Bushey Ground, Minster Lovell,Witney,OX29 0SW. MOTs by arrangement

01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd

Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk

01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA

Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits

01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate

Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk

01993 220281

ElWell

Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older

01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic

Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ

01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffeur Services

Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk

07920 135157

Tony Williams

Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations

07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer

for all your Airport & Cruise transfers

01993823152
07751472125

Computer problems fixed!

Contact Colin

07887 532252

The Stone Gallery

Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen. Paperweights &
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk

01993 823302

NFU Mutual

Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency

01993 776716

Patti Good

Therapist, Teacher & Healer
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com

07880 998568

Grimebusters

your local carpet, upholstery & rug cleaners
www.grimebusters.co.uk

01993 868924
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A selection of houses that we have
successfully secured buyers for this year
in the Cotswolds. For a no obligation
market appraisal call 01993822661 or
email burford@jackson-stops.co.uk

BURFORD FOOT CLINIC
Services:•
•
•
•
•
•
•

toe nail trimming
ingrown nail
thickened nails
corn and callus removal
fungal nail treatment
verruca treatment
diabetic foot advice
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane,
Burford. OX18 4SJ
(By appointment only)
Home visits also available
Call Romona:
01993 200 980
07884318091

- 29 -

Refer a friend

and you’ll both receive £500
Refer a friend to Manor Cottages, and if their property goes live on our website
by 1st October 2021, we will pay you and your friend each a £500 reward!*

We understand that sometimes you have the opportunity to recommend Manor Cottages’ award-winning holiday let
services and unrivalled booking levels to holiday home owners, and we really appreciate it. To claim your £500 ‘thank
you’, all you need to do is follow the simple steps below.

Spread the word
if you know someone
that is considering
holiday letting, let
them know about us.

Let us know

Receive £500

Give us a call or
email, and let us
know the name of
the owner and
property you have
recommended us to.





*For full terms and conditions, please visit: manorcottages.co.uk/blog/refer-a-friend-500

enquiries@manorcottages.co.uk
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01993 223416
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manorcottages.co.uk

Once the property
you referred goes
live on our website,
you will both
receive a £500
reward*.

Quarter page, Portrait Template

GARDEN &
LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES

PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE
All ASPECTS
PPOF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN
FULLY INSURED
FREE QUOTATIONS
(01993) 868001
office@jagtrees.co.uk
www.jagtrees.co.uk

Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Barguss

Contact sales on 01993

CONSTRUCTION LTD

Opening Times

Quarter page, Portrait Template

Historic and listed building specialists
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment

FIREWOOD

The Old Bell Foundry
Regional Winner
45 Witney Street
Burford
Tel: 01993 824703
Oxfordshire
email: office@barguss.co.uk
OX18 4RX
web: www.barguss.co.uk

Quality
PP Seasoned Hardwood Logs
Softwood also available
Kindling & Stacking Service
Order Online @ www.jagtimber.co.uk
office@jagtimber.co.uk
01993 868001

Advert for 2020

822226

sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Monday - Friday 07:30 - 17:00
Saturday

08:00 - 13:00

SKIP & PLANT HIRE
Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ

DAVIES

The Cotswold Cheese Company
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882

GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION

Supporting Local Producers

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turﬁng
Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating
Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes
Rooﬁng Repairs * Power Washing
Distance no object * All work guaranteed

Tel: 01608 643896
Mobile: 07989 831282

Shaun Guard

Try our great selection of














Wines

TV & WIFI SERVICES

and

■
■
■
■
■

Local Beers

along with our delicious

Artisan Cheeses

www.cotswoldcheese.com

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

burford@cotswoldcheese.com

Call Witney 01993 608118
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Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

- 33 -

WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US
At NFU Mutual we can look after you, your family and your business.
Our insurance products and financial services include:
Home
l Car
l Business
l

Farm
l Equine
l Travel
l

Income Protection
l Financial Planning
l Pensions
l

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from specialist
providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges. Financial
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in
Unit 4, Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4BE
Tel: 01993 776 716

• Looking to improve your outside
space but stuck for ideas on how
to make the most of it?
• Want somewhere to entertain?
• A space for your children to play?
• Or maybe you just need a quiet
place to relax, a calming, scented
corner, just for you?

I can provide a full garden design, planting plans or
a simple garden report - some ideas of how you could
best use your outdoor space and the types of plants
that you like and would suit the environment.

CONTACT LORRAINE:

lorraine@cotswoldgardendesigner.co.uk
07516262560
www.cotswoldgardendesigner.co.uk
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H Merrins & B F Filmer is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of
- 35 the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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Reavley to
the Rescue!
Winter Flu Vaccinations,
Private Independent Prescribing
PLUS Fit to Fly Service!
Flu Vaccinations
Why risk the misery of influenza this winter when your local
pharmacy can offer the protection you need? Book your
winter flu vaccinations today and shield yourself against
influenza ready for the festive season ahead. FREE to those
aged over 50 by March 2022, additionally those diagnosed
with long term medical conditions or health and social care
workers; there is a small fee for those who otherwise may
not be eligible under NHS terms.
Children’s nasal spray flu vaccinations are also offered for
children who are not eligible under the free NHS school
vaccination service. Available by appointment only.
Travel Clinic
Keen to book a holiday abroad? Our private travel
clinic provides information and relevant vaccination for
foreign travel as well as expert advice on over the counter
medication and supplies you may need for your trip,
including malaria medication. Please note, PCR testing is
only available through our partnered Fit to Fly service,
Goodbody Clinic.

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL
aspects of electrical design and installation,
from extra sockets to complete re-wires.

Fit to Fly Service & Covid Testing
If you are planning a trip abroad our partnered Fit to Fly
service based at Reavley Chemist will ensure you have
everything you need in terms of PCR and antigen testing
and associated certification to qualify for flights and travel
overseas. Simply go to www.goodbodyclinic.com for more
information, common frequently asked questions and to book
your self administered test appointment.
Private Independent Prescription Service
For those who do not have time to wait for a GP appointment
or are visiting the area and require temporary medical
assistance, our independent prescribing service is invaluable.
Our Superintendent Pharmacist can assess your condition
and either refer you to your GP for further investigation
or prescribe medication to alleviate symptoms. Urgent
replacement or repeat prescriptions may also be provided.
Let Reavley Chemist help protect you and your
family this winter, whether staying at home
or planning an adventure overseas.

We also specialise in creating unique lighting
effects for your home and garden.

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy

visit www.cotswold-lighting.com for more
information. No job is ever too big or small!

We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions | Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice

s!
stimate
FREE e

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines | Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands | Delivery Service Available

Contact us today on

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193
Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

150 The Hill, High Street
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

Reavley Chemist

Open 7 days a week

124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR

Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm

01993 823144 | info@reavley.co.uk

Saturday 9am – 5pm

www.reavley.co.uk

Sunday 10am – 4pm

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS
Monthly_Editorial_Nov.indd 1
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12/10/2021 16:42

Mallams
1788

Free informal Valuation
Mornings
I N C H E LT E N H A M

BUY | SELL | SEARCH

Every Tuesday 9am – 1pm
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Are you thinking of selling your home?

Asian & Islamic Art, Modern Art & Design,
Jewellery & Silver, British & European Paintings,
Furniture and Works of Art

Maori hei-tiki pendant
sold September 2021 for £30000

Grosvenor Galleries, 26 Grosvenor Street
Cheltenham GL52 2SG
Enquiries: 01242 235712 or cheltenham@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk

L E A D I N G P R O V I N C I A L A U C T I O N E E R S W I T H S A L E R O O M S I N O X F O R D , A B I N G D O N A N D C H E LT E N H A M

B

Elegant rooflights, designed by
experts, loved by you.

TREE SURGERY &

the skill, the experience and the contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property

Emma Branch

Yasmin Scott

Director

Sales Coordinator

T 0203 858 0035
E office@radnormartin.com
W radnormartin.com

For more information visit us at

radnormartin.com
First Floor
85 Great Portland Street
London | W1W 7LT

=

The Old Mill House
Merretts Mill | Woodchester
Gloucestershire | GL5 5EX

The Burford
Veterinary Surgery
1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.

ARBORICULTURAL CONSULTANCY

Call 01608 642547 for an appointment
All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet.
 Farm animals including camelids.
 Poultry and game birds.
 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm,
Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.


For a free consultation & competitive
quote, call 01285 750874
• Tree work complete to BS3998 • Tree health and safety reports
• Hedge trimming and reducing • BS5837 Reports
• Large tree dismantling

• Tree insurance reports

• Tree & hedge planting

• Tree management plans

• Fruit tree care & advice

• Specialised in conservation

• Stump removal
• Site clearance

areas & TPO consent
• Picus Tomograph System

NPTC QUALIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

IN-PERSON CLASSES
at Warwick Hall,
Burford : Overbury :
Pershore : Toddington
• Beginners
• Workshops
• Intermediates

A selection of houses that we have
successfully secured buyers for this year
in the Cotswolds. For a no obligation
market appraisal call 01993822661 or
email burford@jackson-stops.co.uk

OFFICE. 01285 750874
MOBILE. 07793 763535

[w

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk | 01993 833155
Trusted by architects, respected by builders, loved by homeowners.
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alasdair@ ajarborists.co.uk
ajarborists.co.uk

ONLINE CLASSES

monthly videos, plus
live zoom.

ps

DAtES, INfO, bOOkINgS z
or contact Jessie:

ONLINE COURSES enquiries@discoveryartclass.co.uk
pre-recorded videos,
07958 596060
work at your own pace! www.discoveryartclass.co.uk
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YOUR LOCAL BAR AND
GRILL, THE MERMAID
Offering delicious freshly cooked steaks, ribs and
burgers. Savour the char grilled fish specials, take
away available
Live music every Friday!
All sports shown from BT and sky sports
Happy Hour 4pm-7pm, Monday to Friday. £3.95 on
selected pints and half price bottle of wines
www.themermaidburford.co.uk | 01993 822193

SULLA COLLINA AT
THE BURFORD HOUSE
Fantastic Italian food freshly cooked, savour the
extensive wine collection. dine outside under the
grape vines or within our cosy restaurant
half price wine by the glass every Friday 4pm-9pm
half price bottles of wine Saturday 4pm-7pm
booking advised
www.burford-house.co.uk | 01993 823151

COMING SOON... TO
THE GOLDEN PHEASANT
Soon to be a contemporary fish restaurant!
Hiring now for all positions.
Happy hour 4pm-7pm, Monday to Friday.
£3.95 on selected pints and half price bottle
of wines
www.thegoldenpheasantinn.co.uk |
01993 823223

