
Last month’s edition of The Bridge went to press just as the government postponed the end of social distancing and other 
restrictions from 21 June to 19 July.  Freedom Day, as the latter date has become known, has now come and gone.  How 
free do you feel?  Some are still very cautious and fear there are bumps in the road still to be overcome.  Other brave souls 
have booked holidays abroad, trying to navigate their way through constantly changing quarantining and testing regimes.  
Better, perhaps, to stay put and enjoy the summer here?  Even singing in places of worship is now permitted, bringing them 
in line with football stadiums where it seems to have been compulsory.  But enough of that subject. 
“John Henderson, an unbeliever / Had lately lost his Joie de Vivre / From reading far too many books / He went about with 
gloomy looks”, according to the poet Hilaire Belloc.  We suspect that residents in our patch must consume more than the 
average number of books and, contrary to Belloc, they don’t appear to be excessively gloomy as a result.  This enthusiasm 
for the written word is often reflected in these pages.  This month, for example, we feature two book reviews, a Gigantic 
Book Sale (hurry or you’ll miss it, it ends on 31 July) and another book sale shortly afterwards.  Hot on their heels there 
will be Burford’s first Literary Festival with 40 or so writers queuing up to sell their wares.     
If that were not enough about literature, the enterprising Wychwood Players are putting on al fresco performances of A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream at Upper Milton.  We are reminded of the immortal words of Frankie Howerd after he appeared 
in that play: “My Bottom was much admired”. Titter ye not.                                                                                       Editors
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The Oil and Water Tank Specialist
• Save money - install a Water Tank!
• Free Tank Surveys
• Domestic & Commercial Tank Replacements
• Tank Servicing & Tank Disposals
• AGA & Rayburn Servicing
• GAUGES - supplied and fitted
• Hire Tanks  
• Commercial Jobs Undertaken
• 24 Hr Emergency Call Out 
• for Failed or Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework

• Tel: 07799 643455
• james@countyoiltanksolutions.com •
• www.countyoiltanksolutions.com    

OFTEC Registered

Call to book
your FREE

Tank Inspection

�

Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)  
     01993 823647  
Burford Pre School,    01993 824031 
Burford School    01993 823303 
Burford Primary School  01993 822159 

Burford Surgery   01993 822176 
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk  
 
Burford Town Council 
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday  between 9.00 am and 11.30 am  
     01993 823647 
Email              town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk 
www.burford-tc.gov.uk  
 
Carterton Health Centre  01993 841718 
NHS     111 
www.nhs.uk 

Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire 01295 264545 
www.oxoncarers.org.uk  
 
Chemist  Reavley’s   01993 823144 
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital 
Burford Branch    01608 642547 
Mon–Fri       2.30–4pm 
Saturday     11.30am - 12 noon 
 
Churches 
Anglican St. John the Baptist  01993 823788 
Roman Catholic   01993 823219 
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More 
Methodist    01993 867301 
Baptist Church    07967 362885 
Friends Meeting House   01993 823398 
 
Citizens Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
Email      bureau@wocab.org.uk  
Dial-a-Ride Service 
For Information    0845 3101111 
Email      oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Emergency Services 
Police – non essential   101 
 
Environment Agency  
Floodline    0845 988118 
Emergency    0800 807060 
 
Hall Bookings 
Baptist Church              gill.crippen@googlemail.com 
Burford Town Bowls Club  01993 822330 
Fulbrook Meeting Place  
  Chris Wright  01993 822803 
Taynton Village Hall - Lexi Young 07909-913994 
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information                               
         www.warwickhallburford.org 

Library                                       01993 823377 
Tuesday 13.00- 17.30 
Thursday 10.00 - 13.00 
Friday 10.00 - 13.00/14.00 - 17.30 
Saturday 09.30 - 13.00 
 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary  
 
Member of Parliament  01993 702302 
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council 
 
General Enquiries   01865 815573 
Highways    08453 101111 
Faulty Street Lights   0800  317802 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Councillor 
Nicholas Field-Johnson   01993 878309 
Post Office    01993 822209 
stephencolter@aol.com  
 
Recycling Centre 
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt 
Open 7 days a week  8am - 5pm 
Thursday late night  until 8pm 
Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day 
 Southern Electric (Freephone) 08000 727282 
Thames Water    0800 3169800 

Tolsey Museum    
Daily 2 - 5pm 
April to OctoberTuesday - Sunday 2pm - 5pm 
Travel 
Rail Enquiries     08457 484950 
Public Transport Enquiries   08712 002233 
 
West Oxfordshire District Council 
General Enquiries   01993 861000 
Out of Hours    01993 705056 
www.westoxon.gov.uk  

West Oxfordshire District Councillor 
Derek Cotterill    01993 823188 
 
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries 01865 903841 
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily 
Last Patient seen at 10pm    
  
Witney Police Station, Welch Way 
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm 01865 841148 
Closed Saturday and Sunday

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION
Please note that some hours of opening may not currently be correct

Please let us know if any details need 
amending.  

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
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THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH

 
FRANCES AND ANTHONY CORNER

 
I

 
 

have a lot in common.  Their

 
parallel careers go back some 
forty years.  They first met on 
the foundation course at 
Central St Martins, the 
renowned art and design 
college in London.  Their first 
date was at the Rocky Horror 
Show.  “It didn’t freak her 
out!” says Anthony.  They 
have been together ever since. 
     Frances’ path led her into 
academia following an 
undergraduate degree at 
Central St Martins, an MA in 
printmaking at Chelsea 
College of Art, followed by 
lecturing and then to Oxford University where she studied 
for a doctorate in education.  Her subject was the 
expansion of higher education and its impact on fine art, 
specifically the way this would change the way you teach 
and learn.  This is as topical today as it was then.  During 
this period she worked at what is now the University of 
Gloucestershire, was then appointed Head of Art at 
London Metropolitan University and in 2005 she became 
head of the London College of Fashion, part of the 
University of the Arts London, where she also served as 
pro-vice-chancellor until  2019.  During that time she 
published a book, Why Fashion Matters. In 2019 she was 
appointed Warden i.e. Vice-Chancellor of Goldsmiths, 
University of London. Of taking on academic leadership 
roles Frances says “I had gone as far as I could as an 
individual in terms of creativity and now I use my 
creativity in institutions, by making things happen.” 
     “I come from a tough, deprived part of southeast 
London”, Anthony has said, “and so that background has 
informed everything that I’ve done and continues to 
inform everything that I do.”  At the age of ten he spent a 
year in hospital.  “If there was any point in my life when I 
realised that drawing was the magic that I’d been given, it 
was then.  I’d had to have a serious operation, and 
afterwards I was in bed drawing pictures about it, from 
the perspective of someone on their back looking 
upwards.  I can still clearly remember a conversation I 
had at about 16 with someone who was doing a degree 
and when I asked someone from my family if I could do 
that too, the reply was ‘That’s not for you’ ”.  Realising 
that if he wanted to make something happen he needed to 
move, he started to travel extensively. He left home at 16 
and by the age of 17 he was in Australia where he worked 
in various places including a farm and an abattoir and 
became fascinated by the story of the bushranger and 
outlaw Ned Kelly.  “Like me, [he] was also an outsider.”   
Eventually he came home and knowing that education and 
his drawing abilities were pointing the way forward for 

his future ambitions and direction, Anthony enrolled at 
Central St Martins followed by undergraduate study at 
Chelsea School of Art and an MA at the Royal College of 
Art the prestigious postgraduate-only institution. Anthony 
then went on to work as an artist exhibiting extensively, 
for example, in the Royal Academy Summer shows and 
his work is held in numerous private collections. He has 
taught drawing at art colleges including Central St 
Martins and Chelsea School of Art. 

Anthony has wide cultural 
interests which have helped to 
inspire his work including 
literature and music.  He refers 
especially to Dante’s Divine 
Comedy, Milton’s Paradise 
Lost and Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s 
Progress, reflecting that they 
are essentially about moral 
dilemmas and a personal 
journey that relate to us all.  
He sees the beginning of the 
Renaissance as an intellectual 
driver.  “Dante points down, 
Galileo points up and 
Copernicus points around.”  He 

started going to the theatre when he was very young - “the 
first thing I ever saw…was Billy Liar with Michael 
Crawford in the lead, and I remember sitting there 
thinking ‘I don’t understand what’s going on.’ ”  He spent 
three years as artist-in-residence at the Royal Opera 
House, an international creative melting pot he considers 
we should all be proud of. Here he was making reportage 
drawings and able to observe all the processes involved in 
bringing a show to the stage.  He recalls sitting in the 
stalls while Pavarotti was rehearsing.  “At the end of his 
aria the orchestra all put down their instruments and 
applauded - this was extraordinary as it was the only time 
I saw that happen.”  He says that “This country has 
produced some outstanding artists in the fields of theatre 
and opera” and mentions Benjamin Britten as a leading 
example.  “Theatre is one of the strongest artistic forms of 
expression because of the collaboration of music, image 
and text”.  We spent some time discussing operatic scenes 
which make you want to cry, with particular reference to 
La Boheme, clearly a favourite of his.  “How does a piece 
of music break our hearts?”  As part of his time there 
Anthony took part in workshops organised by the Garden 
Venture and went on to design the sets and costumes for a 
new opera Beyond Men and Dreams with composer 
Bennett Hog, libretto Marion Lomax and director Wilfred 
Judd. The time at the Royal Opera House was the most 
enlightening and enabling period for him as a young artist. 
In the end, decided he was enjoying it too much.  “As an 
artist I needed isolation and to avoid distraction”.   
     A key area of investigation for Anthony, is the 
relationship between drawing and language, which he 
used to discuss with a professor of linguistics at Oxford, 
and how a drawing can trap and communicate an idea.   
“You start with a white rectangle and you make a mark.  
Then you make a second mark and you have the 
beginning of a dialogue, as with language.”   

Back to Frances.  Goldsmiths, based in New Cross in 
southeast London, was founded in 1891 as the 
Goldsmiths’ Technical and Recreative Institute.  A 
constituent institution of the University of London, it has 
over 10,000 students, roughly two thirds of whom are 
engaged on undergraduate studies and one third 
postgraduates.  It specialises in the arts, design, 
humanities and social sciences but is perhaps best known 
as a creative powerhouse; many of the YBAs (Young 
British Artists) studied there including seven Turner Prize 
winners.   “I have many things to juggle with such an 
institution - academic and research development, student 
experience, finance, buildings, human resources and 
economic and social impact on the environment.” As 
Frances makes clear, however, there is more to a 
university than helping young people to get a degree.  
“Universities are not just about education in the traditional 
sense.  They have a role in addressing issues such as 
climate change, racism and social mobility.”  One 
example of what they do as a university is helping people 
to turn around their lives through links with 11 other local 
organisations in Lewisham addressing environmental 
issues, creating new businesses and supporting pupils to 
achieve in schools.  One of the aims of the college is to 
become carbon neutral by 2025 and one of the steps they 
have already taken is to ban beef from the campus.  Bad 
news for hamburger lovers but good for the world.  In 
2019 she was awarded the OBE for her work in widening 
participation in higher education and bringing in non-
traditional learners - her professorship is for academic 
leadership.   
     Both Frances and Anthony are committed to helping 
those who have had few opportunities in life, including 
those in prison.  Anthony taught drawing to a young 
talented artist- a female offender – who he also supported 
to embrace learning. “Some people have the opportunity 
to navigate life, others get none,” says Frances.  Both 
have a strong sense that your chances in life are heavily 
influenced by the circumstances of your childhood and 
that “There but for the grace of God go I”.  “Education in 
prisons is not good, but there are amazing charities 
working there”, says Frances.  She cites opportunities for 
prisoners to take part in performing, writing, poetry 
recitals and art in various guises.  “Seventy percent of 
women in prison are there because of abuse by men.  
Many have children who have been taken into care and 
they are desperate to get them back.”  She mentions a 
senior judge who said that out of the entire prison 
population a third should be in prison, a third should be 
receiving treatment for drug and alcohol addiction and a 
third should be doing community service. 
     “Prisoners are released with £46 and a plastic bag”, she 
points out.  “It’s important to teach them skills which can 
be used after they are released”.  She helped to set up a 
creative publishing project for students and prisoners and 
then a manufacturing unit within a prison producing 
clothes and dustcovers for shoes.  She then established a 
unit in the East End of London for women prisoners to 
work in after release.  The fashion industry is a sector 
where women can find jobs provided that they have been 
given the necessary skills. 

Frances and Anthony have lived in a number of places, 
usually in old houses which are important to them.  For a 
time they lived in a former forge in Herefordshire and 
they got to know Burford when stopping off on journeys 
along the A40.  As a result they decided to move here and 
bought a house at the bottom of the High Street.  Michael 
Taubenheim, Burford-born, was a neighbour.  Very early 
in their time here they managed to lock themselves out 
and they remember Michael scrambling over the wall to 
let them in (well, he was a lot younger in those days!).  
Another neighbour was Albert Nash, a builder, who lived 
in the same house that his parents had lived in.  They soon 
made other friends. Anthony says that “We enjoy the 
materiality of the place, its sense of history and time”.  
Frances’ parents also moved here.  Her mother is still 
here.  Her father is buried in the cemetery. 
     They have one son, Jacob, who was three when they 
first moved here.  He is now a writer.  They did a lot of 
travelling as a family in his younger days, to the point 
where Jacob mutinied and demanded “No more 
adventures”.  He went to Magdalen College School in 
Oxford and the family moved to Oxford for that period.  
As soon as he left school Anthony and Frances moved 
back to Burford, this time to the top of the Hill.  Their 
house is about 400 years old and they have lovingly 
restored it with the help of local builders and craftsmen 
who uncovered the original stonework behind layers of 
Victorian lathe and plaster.  Anthony’s studio is at the 
back of the house and is meticulously tidy.  They assure us 
that the idea of artists working in chaos is a myth and that 
in order to be properly creative it is necessary to be highly 
organised.   
     Anthony has twice exhibited his work during the 
Venice Biennale, a major event covering contemporary art 
(“the biggest cultural event on Earth”) with The Boy in a 
Box (2017), and Lamentation, Flux and an Empty Bladder 
(2020). Filthy Worms and Curtain Walls, a key publication 
on his work, was published in 2019 and this was 
shortlisted under the best design category for the British 
Book Awards. He explains that setting up an exhibition 
requires a great deal of activity and planning including 
selecting the work to be shown, deciding how to display it 
and arranging shipment. It entails working with curators, 
photographers, designers, technicians and publishers.  
     Frances and Anthony’s latest creative project has been 
spending time during the last 18 months of relative 
confinement creating a garden, something they have never 
had before.  Like many others, they have praised how the 
community in Burford pulled together during the 
pandemic and how kind and helpful people were.  Clearly 
spending time together is something they would do 
anyway.  Although on the face of it they lead very 
different lives, one working mainly alone and the other 
managing a large organisation, they share the same 
outlook, values and objectives.  It is apparent that it is 
important to them to spend time talking to each other.  
Both insist that they could not have achieved what they 
have done in life without the other.  Depending on 
circumstances they can be seen every day having coffee 
together in Lynwood, or sitting outside or standing under 
the Tolsey.  Indeed we met them the day after our 
interview heading back up the Hill, deep in conversation.  
A very creative, high-achieving and purposeful couple. 
Editors   

t’s some time since we interviewed a couple in this 
space but it would be difficult to tell the story of either 
Anthony or Frances Corner without including the other.  
They have both led highly successful lives in fields which 
at first glance might appear sharply contrasting but on 
closer inspection turn out to 
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
The Barbarians are  hammering on the gates…as I write 
this, Pegasus Group have just lodged their outline 
planning application 21/02343/OUT on “Land East of 
Burford” for “Outline planning permission with all 
matters reserved for up to 141 assisted extra care 
residential units (Class C2) and up to 32 affordable 
housing units (Class C3) along with associated 
communal facilities, parking, vehicular and pedestrian 
access, internal roads, public open space, landscaping, 
drainage and other associated infrastructure.” 
Full details can be found on the town council’s website 
under Town Council, Planning Applications July 2021, 
and click the blue link to 21/02343/OUT. BTC will be 
consulted and will respond prior to the closing date of 5 
August. Cllr John White has agreed to lead the council’s 
response. 
     Summer came and went in early June! Perhaps it will 
return before you read this. The town is busier now, but 
not back to pre-Covid levels. Hopefully after 19 July it 
will pick up further, Delta variant permitting. The signs 
are looking good! 
     Cllr Derek Cotterill has submitted a planning 
application to WODC on behalf of the town council for 
an extension to the Guildenford car park, which is really 
necessary to support both residents and visitors. We all 
know how difficult it can be to park in Burford on a 
busy day. Let us hope this will be approved and 
constructed soon to support the town. You can see and 
comment about the application on WODC Planning 
website reference 21/02110/FUL. 
     We have conducted an audit of all the 42 waste bins 
and 17 dog waste bins in the town, and WODC will now 
hopefully replace any that are past their sell-by date. 
May I request that if you see a full or overflowing waste 
or dog waste bin in the town, please report it to WODC 
on their website at https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/
environment/litter-street-cleaning-and-dog-fouling/. 
They normally empty reported full bins by the end of 
the next day. 
Our roads and pavements still show the damage of the 
winter. We can report any potholes, blocked drains, 
noisy drain covers, faded white lines and markings etc. 
to OCC, and they normally investigate and repair in a 
couple of months or so. You can report these at 
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk. It would be good 
to get repairs carried out before next winter. 
     The HGV saga continues to move on slowly. The 
next survey by OCC is due in September, and the 
parameters for this are still being worked out to measure 
accurately the number of vehicles over 7.5 tonnes that 
travel through the town, and at all the other survey sites. 
Video data analysis will be required for this to be an 
accurate survey and we are waiting to hear how OCC 
will achieve this.  
Finally, the western High Street pavement is in serious 
need of repair between the black block path and the 
kerb. OCC have agreed to carry out this work in the 
autumn. They have also agreed to change the licence 
conditions for scaffolding on the High Street so that it 
does not obstruct the main black block path in future. 

Peter Higgs - Mayor 

RADAR SPEED SIGN FOR THE HILL 
With the lower 20mph speed limit in Burford, the 
council requested Darryn Moulding, our local PCSO, 
to carry out a speed survey of traffic on The Hill, 
where traffic appeared to be exceeding the new limit. 
The results showed a good many vehicles did exceed 
the limit, especially coming into Burford from the 
south and going down The Hill when the traffic is free 
flowing. 
     He suggested a radar speed sign might help to 
reduce the level of speeding, and OCC have agreed 
that the council could install a solar powered three 
colour radar speed sign at the top of The Hill, facing 
south, which would inform drivers of their speed, and 
ask them to slow if required. This would cost about 
£2,500 to buy and install. It could also provide speed 
data for monitoring vehicle speeds both with the sign 
on and with the display off. 
     The council do not have a budget for this, so we are 
asking our residents to donate towards this project, in 
the hope we can put it in place as the traffic increases 
now lockdown is hopefully finishing. 

 
If you wish to donate to help, you can either send your 
cheque made payable to Burford Town Council to the 
Town Clerk, The Tolsey, 126, High Street, Burford 
OX18 4QU, or pay direct to our Speed Sign Account 
at TSB, account name Burford Town Council, account 
number 14660268, sort code 30-64-14, quoting 
reference “Speed Signs”. As the sign on the left says 
“Thank You”. 
Burford Town Council 
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The FaB WI’s June meeting was our traditional annual 
garden gathering.  Our thanks to the Newport family in 
Fulbrook for hosting this event. We were so lucky with 
the weather, which was beautiful, and it was such a 
lovely setting on an early summer’s evening. The 
meeting was well attended, and it was good to meet 
some of our new members as well as reconnect with old 
friends as we enjoyed a tour of the beautiful garden and 
lake setting.  
     A few members were keen to restart our monthly 
walking group and it was decided to hold these in the 
evening to accommodate those who are working and 
take advantage of lighter evenings in summer. On 23 
June we had a very enjoyable walk from Burford High 
Street, through the water meadows and up the valley 
above Widford and back through Fulbrook.   It was a 
lovely warm evening and we were treated to a variety of 
bird song, lots of wildflowers and abundant wildlife 
including beautiful dragonflies.  We even spotted a 
trout!  July’s walk will be on Wednesday 28th. Details of 
this and future walks from Jennie 07710 103015.  
     On Saturday 26 June we held a fundraising cake sale 
under the Tolsey in Burford.  This was an outstanding 
success thanks to the terrific efforts of Pat Ferret and 
Pauline Warner with their team of helpers and all of the 
generous cake makers. There is nothing like cake to 
bring a smile to the faces of passers-by.  
Our planned 13 July  meeting was postponed due to the 
extension of the COVID regulations. The talk on 
Medical Detection Dogs will now take place on Tuesday 
10 August at 7.30 p.m. Usually we do not hold a 
meeting in August but we were so fortunate to secure 
this very special speaker so it was decided to re-
schedule. Our meetings are open to guests for a small 
guest fee and you would be most welcome to come 
along and learn about the work of this ground-breaking 
charity and meet our WI members. 
24 July Coffee and Cake Fundraiser with Tombola 
Pauline Warner and her husband have very kindly 
offered their Fulbrook garden for this event. The event is 
open to anyone and everyone and we look forward to 
welcoming many guests. There will be an entrance 
charge of £5.00 to include coffee/tea and cake. There is 
ample on-site parking, just look out for the balloons at 
the gate of Grange Farm on the main A361 road in the 
middle of the village. This is a cash only event. 
The FaB WI is part of the Oxfordshire Federation of 
Women’s Institutes. We meet on the second Tuesday of 
each month in the Warwick Hall at 7.30 p.m. Guests will 
always receive a very warm welcome.  For further 
information please visit our website thefabwi.org.uk or 
contact Jane Arnell at gjaarnell@icloud.com or on 
10993 822755. 
Angela Weller 

WYCHWOOD PLAYERS 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

It’s been over a year since live theatre has been available 
to the residents of the Wychwoods and West 
Oxfordshire.  Now The Wychwood Players feel that 
it’s time to put that right and to get back to normal by 
offering the local community the chance to once again 
experience some top quality entertainment. 

     The really exciting news is that The Wychwood 
Players are performing their first ever Shakespearian 
production, A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Not only that 
but it will be their first outdoor production too! 
     During lockdown the Players have been actively 
recruiting new members of all ages from the local 
community, bringing even more talent to the Wychwood 
Players. 
     There will be refreshments and a bar available and 
the ticket price of £15 for adults and £10 for children 
under 12 (plus booking fee) includes food, featuring top 
quality local sausages from Hartleys Cotswold Farm as 
well as a vegetarian option. 
     Performances will be on Friday 17 September at 6.30 
pm and on Saturday 18 September at 1.00 pm and 6.30 
pm at Manor Farm, Upper Milton OX7 6EX  There is 
plenty of free parking and wheelchair access is available 
at the venue. 
For more information and to book tickets please visit  
www.wychwoodplayers.com  
Ralph Wears 
********************************************* 

MUSIC AND THE LISTENER 
Study Group at Burford Friends’ Meeting House 
As you are aware, Covid restrictions stopped us in our 
tracks in March 2020.   Since then I have been ill myself 
(not with Covid!) and am not yet able to consider 
resuming the meetings, even when Covid restrictions 
permit.  Sadly in the circumstances, and after a run of 32 
years, I have taken the decision to stop these meetings, 
both in Burford and elsewhere.  If things change, I will 
be sure to contact all current members. 
Meantime, heartfelt thanks to members past and present, 
and to Burford Friends, for 32 unforgettable years. 
Tim Porter 
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8 September Lecture at 11am 

Warwick Hall or via Zoom  
‘Art and Music – Sweet Sorrow, artists’ and 
musicians’ creative response to melancholia’ 

With Adam Busiakiewicz 

We are anticipating that this lecture will be held at the 
Warwick Hall (observing any current Covid regulations) 
and via Zoom for those who prefer. More information 
will be circulated via the newsletter and website. 

Despite our own modern preconceptions, the quiet 
introspection of melancholy was often associated with 
creativity in the past. This was prevalent in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, when significant treatises, 
music and art were dedicated to this condition. Treading 
the thin line between madness and contentment, this 
lecture will investigate why and how artists and 
musicians responded to this significant part of human 
consciousness.  Several pieces of live lute music will be 
performed as part of the lecture. 

Adam Busiakiewicz is an art historian, lutenist and 
lecturer. From 2010 Adam was head of historical 
interpretation at Warwick Castle. In 2013 he pursued a 
master’s degree in fine and decorative art at the 
Sotheby’s Institute of Art, London and is 
currently undertaking a doctorate in art history at 
Warwick University. 

Lectures take place from 11.00 – 12.00 in the Warwick 
Hall, Church Green, Burford OX18 4RZ. Booking 
arrangements for the Warwick Hall or Zoom will be put 
on the lecture page of our website in late August. Visitor 
information will also be displayed on the website. 
For more information please contact Frances Sparkes on 
01993 823943 or by email 
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 
To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to 
keep abreast of any additional activities, please see the 
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
Frances Sparkes   

******************************************** 

BRIDEWELL ORGANIC GARDENS 
We are a small mental health charity based outside 
Witney supporting people in our area who have 
experienced serious mental health problems. Our Open 
Days help to raise awareness in the area and to raise 
essential funds for us to continue our work. 

Sunday 12 September, 11am-4pm 
Bridewell Gardens, The Walled Garden, Wilcote, OX7 

3DT 
Entrance: suggested donation £5 

Bridewell’s last Open Day of 2021. Visit the gardens 
and learn more about our work, using gardening to 
support people whose lives have been affected by 
mental ill health.  There will be a pop-up café and 
produce for sale. Dogs on leads are welcome. 
Entry by suggested donation £5. Our open days are a 
chance to support the work we do and enjoy the tranquil 
setting of the gardens. Refreshments, plants, produce, 
and our own sparkling organic wine will be for sale. 
Rachel Green - Fundraising & Communications Officer 
The Walled Garden, Wilcote, Oxfordshire, OX7 3DT. 
Tel: 01993 259059 E: rachel@bridewellgardens.org 

******************************************** 

BURFORD & DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

At the time of writing there is still no clarity on 
relaxation of Covid regulations.  However we have 
decided to hold a social evening with drinks and nibbles 
on Thursday 12 August in the garden of Jan and David 
Cohen at 4 Swan Lane Close, Burford starting at 6pm.  
We feel that, as an outdoor event, this is unlikely to be 
prohibited.  Please note that the evening is for members 
only – it is not too late to join up. 
Nigel Barraclough – 824949 – 
nngbarraclough@hotmail.com 
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AS I WAS SAYING…….. 
Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo (try that after a couple of 
pints!) was a Spanish philosopher, poet and essayist born 
1864, died 1936. He was fiercely anti-Fascist and, as a 
consequence, was thrown out of the university of which 
he was rector, exiled and generally abused. When he was 
reinstated six years later, he started his first lecture to his 
students “As I was saying……” I am indebted to the 
distaff side of the editorial team for his name. 
     When the editors kindly indicated that I might try their 
patience with the occasional column, I panicked. Our 
new mayor, Peter Higgs, has quite rightly, taken over the 
job of monthly reporting the goings-on in council. What 
else is there to write about? I had to prepare a list. So, 
being highly organised and ultra-efficient, I borrowed a 
sheet of paper and a pencil and wrote “List” at the top of 
the sheet of paper. And stopped. Lists make the world go 
round. Nothing in heaven or earth exists or has its being 
without lists. It could be argued (Bishop Berkeley 
certainly would) that, if you are not on a list, you do not 
exist. That must be why electoral rolls (lists of people 
entitled to vote in particular areas) are so popular. 
     You can categorise lists as private lists and public lists. 
Private lists are purely for self-consumption or, at least, 
only to be shared with nearest and dearest. You don’t 
want the whole world to know your shopping list (a list 
of things you know you’ve got in the freezer anyway so 
you can postpone the diabolical expedition to Witney for 
another week or longer) or your bucket list (a list of 
things you want to do before you shuffle off this mortal 
coil which you make as long as possible in the mistaken 
belief that this will delay your departure). Worst of all is 
the list of births, deaths and marriages which is really an 
excuse for self-flagellation so you can mentally whip 
yourself into an agony of guilt and drainage of self-
esteem when you forget to send the card, present or letter 
of commiseration. What are the Registrars of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages for anyway? Why can’t they send 
the blasted cards! 
     Public lists, on the other hand, are intended to be 
published and provide perfect opportunities for showing 
off. Interviews in the media with celebs often finish with 
a request for the interviewee to list guests for a supper 
party dead or alive, real or fictional.  If you want to 
appear terribly brainy and cultured you go for Albert 
Einstein, Alan Turing, William Shakespeare and Maria 
Callas. Most of us would settle for Sid and Doris Bonkers 
from No. 29 who would come round for a good bitch 
about the awful newcomers in No. 27 lowering the tone 
of the neighbourhood. Desert Island Discs can be another 
exercise in one upmanship. Eight different versions of 
Bach’s Air on a G String (stop sniggering at the back!) 
are too much of a good thing. Then there is “the 
condemned man ate a hearty meal” question – what foods 
would you list as your last, and therefore, favourite meal 
– which generates extraordinary quantities of 
untranslatable French, Japanese and other alien courses 
when most of us would be happy with double fish and 
chips. Don’t get me started on Her Majesty’s Birthday 
and New Year’s Honours lists. There aren’t enough ex-
mayors in them for a start.   

Who reads the acres of small 
print that pours forth twice a 
year? Certainly not the 
recipients of gongs, they have 
already been told, nor the non-
recipients because they know 
they won’t be in the lists as 
they have not been 
forewarned. So who is left? 
Now I must buckle down. Where is that list of jobs to do 
Carolyn gave me? 
John 
Thank you, John, from a grateful, dubious distaffer! 

********************************************** 

BURFORD LIBRARY 
Since the library became a community library, staffed in 
part by volunteers and supported by a Friends group, 
Elizabeth Mortimore has been writing reports for The 
Bridge about events in the past and the future and what 
help we needed or could offer.  After over 20 years in the 
town, Elizabeth and Mike are deserting us for the delights 
of Southampton.  I hope they appreciate her there, as we 
have.  The task of filling the gap has fallen to me. 
     We have good news at last about re-opening for 
normal service in Burford.  This happened on 19 July 
with the usual daytime opening hours;  the evening 
session is in some doubt.  We are dependent on the 
Library Service carrying out all their checks to ensure it 
is safe, and on volunteers returning to fill up slots, but the 
objective of the Friends and the Library Service is for 
everything to be as it was before the pandemic as soon as 
possible.  Look out for the ‘A’ Board on the pavement – a 
sure sign the library is open, or check the Oxfordshire 
website - https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
leisure-and-culture/libraries/find-library/burford-library. 
     The summer Reading Challenge is going ahead, and 
the theme is Wild World Heroes.  It runs from 4 July to 
11 September and children over four can sign up and get 
a Wild World Heroes collector’s folder to keep track of 
their reading.  As they read, they will help make the 
heroes’ hometown of Wilderville become a better, 
greener place to live.  Completing the Challenge will win 
them a keyring, medal and certificate, and entry into a 
prize draw.  There is a mini challenge for the under fours.   

     Many of the volunteers we relied on up to March 2020 
have agreed to support us again, for which we are 
grateful.  We would also be delighted if anyone new to 
the town or with time on their hands would like to sign 
up.  Call in to the library to talk to our helpful library 
manager, Carol-Amy Holdcroft, or to have a chat with a 
volunteer about what is involved. 
  We are standing by to organise events as 
soon as we know it is safe and legal.  Watch 
this space for news of Scrabble evenings, 
Plonk and Pudding and other reasons to 
come together over words, books and wine. 
Anne Youngson 
Friends of Burford Library 
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Information given on these two drawings in the museum 
collection lead us to believe they show medieval 
features, once to be seen in Witney Street. 

Indeed, the chimney is easy to place. An 1840 
watercolour in Northants Central Library of Bull 
Cottage shows what is probably Burford’s earliest 
surviving secular building, including next door’s 
chimney with its gothic tracery standing sentinel on the 
western gable of what is now The Angel. My photo 
shows the small corbel shown in our sketch still in 
place. Very few such ‘Lantern’ chimneys have survived 
anywhere – there are two at Southrop, and one at 
Kingham - perhaps readers of The Bridge know of more.   
     The decorated archway in the second drawing is not 
so easy to place, in spite of what appears on the reverse; 
a seemingly helpful note from Mrs Gretton, in a 
somewhat shaky hand, informing us that she and her 
husband Richard asked the artist, Edward Conway, to 
draw this fifteenth century archway when they learned it 
was to be demolished during alterations being made to 
the premises behind Hambidge’s grocery shop in Witney 
Street.  
     However, in her book Burford Past and Present 
(1920) Mrs Gretton gives a photograph of a completely 
different arch to illustrate her account; of this she writes 
‘the arch [which was] till recently in a side wall of 
Witney Street, west of …Bull Cottage…’ and in a 
footnote ‘ the wall that held this beautiful archway until 
1918…is now [the] end wall of the grocer’s store-room’. 
My photo shows that the ensuing demolition removed 
all trace of this at the entrance to Bull Yard. 
So, what of the fine doorway with ballflower decoration 
in Conway’s sketch, and mis-identified by Mrs Gretton, 
perhaps in her dotage? One hopes it has survived 
somewhere.  

 Can any reader solve this mystery? 
Chris Walker - tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk 

******************************************** 

GUIDED WALKS WITH THE 
COTSWOLD VOLUNTARY WARDENS 
The guided walks programme has restarted and 
Cotswold Wardens are once again leading the public on 
walks in a safe and careful way. Details of the walks 
available are described on the website (below). Please 
check walk details carefully including whether booking 
is necessary.  https://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/
visiting-and-exploring/guided-walks/ 

The British Empire and a British Poet – Tuesday  
3 August – Moderate 2.5hr 5.5ml 
Start:  10.00 am The Horse and Groom, Upper 
Oddington. OS Map ref: SP 222 257. 

Hidcote’s Hidden History – Tuesday 10 August – 
Moderate 3.5hr 6.5ml 
Start:  10.00 am Hidcote Manor NT car park (by kind 
permission). OS Map ref: SP 176 430. 

Chipping Campden Town Walk – Every Tuesday and 
Thursday starting from Tuesday 22 June – Easy 
1.5hr 

We will walk along the High Street and provide a 
historical tour of the town. From the granting of 
Campden’s charter in the 1180s, the growth of the town 
and its magnificent buildings, to the arrival of the Arts 
and Crafts movement. Refreshments available in the 
town after the walk. 
Start:  14:00 on Tuesdays and 10:00 on Thursdays. Meet 
at the Market Hall in the centre of town.  
OS Map ref: SP 151 392. 

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may 
be steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may vary 
but terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes 
some hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be 
rough underfoot and ascents and 
descents may be steep. We welcome 
guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others 
not allowed.  Walks are free although 
we do invite donations to help fund 
our conservation and improvement 
work. 
Sheila Wasley 
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BURFORD LAUNCHES NEW  
LITERARY FESTIVAL  

Kim Harvey, dedicated bookworm and owner of 
Madhatter Books on Burford High Street, conceived the 
idea during lockdown, recognising the opportunity to 
harness increased literary interest generated after months 
of pandemic restrictions, and set about organising a new 
Burford Literary Festival for locals and visitors to enjoy.  
Showcasing over 40 authors who will talk about their 
work during a series of presentations, informal discussions 
and workshops, the festival will run from 23 to 27 
September.   
Tickets are available for just £5 per person per author 
event, with special events and workshops priced 
individually.  To purchase tickets and for more information 
go online to www.burfordlitfest.co.uk. 
For more information contact Kim Harvey 
01993 822539 / 07774 637941 
kim@madhatterbookshop.co.uk 
Joanne McKerlie 

Interview with Kim Harvey by Joanne McKerlie 

Have you always wanted to own a bookshop? 
I have always loved books, every room in my home has at 
least one book shelf so it was either buy a bookshop or 
build a library.  Running a bookshop means I can buy 
books every day. To quote Lewis Carroll “When I used to 
read fairy-tales, I fancied that kind of thing never 
happening, and now here I am in the middle of one”. 
How old were you when you discovered the joy of 
reading? 
I can still remember reading The Magic Faraway Tree by 
Enid Blyton when I was very young and falling in love 
with the feeling of visiting new and marvellous places and 
meeting new friends every night after the big light was 
switched off. 
Which were the books that influenced you most when 
you were growing up?   
I was a very precocious teen reader. In the school holidays 
I would catch a bus into town and spend my days sitting 
by the river in the park reading Jack Kerouac, Milan 
Kundera, Dostoevsky and, of course, Simone de Beauvoir.  
I didn’t always understand what I was reading but every 
page encouraged my love of literature. 

Which are you favourite books now? 
I could fill pages and pages about my favourite books!  To 
Kill A Mocking Bird by Harper Lee is probably my all 
time favourite book and anybody who visits Madhatters is 
instantly aware of my love for the work of Jackie Morris - 
her illustrations are breathtaking.  Picking your favourite 
book of the moment is a little like choosing a favourite 
cake - pretty blooming impossible!  But right now, this 
second, I would have to choose The Midnight Library by 
Matt Haig for fiction and Humankind – A Hopeful History 
by Rutger Bregman.  They both shout positivity in this 
time when we are bombarded by negativity. 

Have you ever aspired to write your own book? 
Yes, but I am a much better reader than I am writer - plus I 
don’t have the devotion to write 5,000 words a day to 
complete the project. 
Hats and books - an interesting mix!  Why the hats and 
do you see yourself expanding into other areas? 

We are the Madhatter Bookshop, of course, and we adore 
an adornment!  I am looking at some other product ideas 
but for now we have our hands full with books and the 
Burford Literary Festival. 
What inspired you to organise a literary festival in 
Burford? 
The publishing industry as a whole thrives on bringing 
people together - that’s the difference between going to a 
bookshop and buying on line.  Every bookseller loves to 
talk about books and every author wants to reach a live 
audience.   For the last 18 months we have only been able 
to communicate via a screen, so what better way to bring 
book lovers together than a literary festival?  

Why should people come to the festival? 
The historic town of Burford in Oxfordshire provides the 
beautiful backdrop to our inspiring programme of talks, 
presentations and workshops.  Over five days we have 
over 40 authors covering a wide range of topics and genres 
from history and politics to poets and pioneers and of 
course something for the younger readers.   All our 
venues, be they large or bijou, are within Burford and easy 
walking distance from each other; and to make the festival 
as accessible as possible, early-bird tickets for the majority 
of our events are just £5 each and the events for children 
are free.   It’s the perfect and magical combination of 
escapism and education!  What’s not to love? 

What is the biggest highlight for you at the festival? 
I could not possibly choose a favourite author, so for me it 
will be seeing Burford buzzing again.  Lockdown was 
simply horrid for the High Street and my hope is to see 
Burford’s restaurants and bars full of families chattering 
about life and sharing their love of books.  Life is here to 
be hugged with both hands, to be experienced in the flesh, 
so let us hope the days of watching life happen on a screen 
are over and we can come together and celebrate the 
written word in person. 
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     ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
Miss Benson’s Beetle by Rachel Joyce had 
quite a lot to live up to as we have already 
read her two other charming books: The 
Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and The Love Song 
of Miss Queenie Hennessey, and my goodness, 
this book is a worthy successor.  As one 
expects of Joyce, the characters are completely 
different from those in the previous books.  
This is a refreshing skill as too many authors 
appear to have a template for plot, heroes and 
villains, but everyone in this book is their own 
person. Even those inhabiting a minor role are 
deftly sketched and real. The actual writing, of 
course, is delightful too. 
     The story starts with the young Margery 
Benson having the image of a golden beetle 
seared into her mind by tragic events 
surrounding her first sight of it in an 
illustration. The lasting effect of these horrors 
contributes to her interest in beetles whilst 
living a lack-lustre life until her early middle 
age. Then a shocking moment and a simple 
mistake galvanise her to shake off her torpor, 
and in a Damascene moment the dowdy 
spinster resolves to prove the existence of the 
fabled beetle in far off lands. Then on, as one 
group member said, “it becomes a wonderful 
romp,” albeit an adventure where mishap and 
terror feature, and Miss Benson’s life is in 
jeopardy more than once.   
     Having decided to slough off her previous persona, 
our heroine, which is what she becomes, sells her chattels 
to fund her quest and resolves to find a travelling 
companion.  She interviews candidates, two of whom she 
dismisses out of hand. However she is let down by her 
final choice and in desperation accepts a woman who is 
her very antithesis. It is the interplay between the two 
women, both of whom have their problems, that is the 
most joyous aspect of this book. More seriously Joyce 
cleverly contrasts the intrepid female adventurers with a 
group of socially hidebound women and gives glimpses 
of some of the seamier side of life;  she also injects an 
element of suspense, which enriches the story, and 
contributes to the final neat tidying of loose ends. 
     Unusually, we must endorse the blurb about Miss 
Benson’s Beetle, “a journey of self discovery,” and  “ a 
story of female friendship,”  but suffice to say, it is a jolly 
good read. 
     Matt Haig is the author of our next book: the 
acclaimed  The Midnight Library. 
Veral Marshall 

   CAROLINE’S CLASSICS 

The Probable Future by Alice Hoffman 
weaves a fantastical fabric of a fable in all 
her books. But each has a thread of menace 
woven through them. If you’re able to 
surrender belief in the world you think you 
know and enter this author’s multi-layered 
and totally immersive alternative, she has 
the art to make it entirely and delightfully 
plausible. It could easily be true, after all. 
       This story has exercised the biggest hold 
over me and I yearned to read it again. It 
opens with the birth of Stella Sparrow, in 
the close-knit town of Unity, Massachusetts. 
Only girls are born in the Sparrow family 
and only in March. They all keep their 
distinctive surname. Each will discover her 
unique gift on her 13th birthday. But is it a 
blessing or a curse? Hoffman keeps us in 
suspense over this new-born’s fate and 
focusses first on her mother Jenny. It is 
Jenny who awakes on her 13th with the 
ability to dream other people’s dreams. The 
very first belongs to the irresistible and 
feckless Will Avery, who has dared to camp 
overnight by the infamous Hourglass Lake 
at the Sparrows’ Cake House, with his 
steady brother Matt. History has told that 
Rebecca Sparrow, whose ‘gift’ was to feel 
no pain, was drowned as a witch in the 

water 300 years ago. Jenny is disastrously 
drawn to Will, and wildly runs off with him, causing a 
deep rift with her mother Elinor. Their child is Stella. 
       As a mother, Jenny is determined to guard her 
daughter from history repeating itself. But her troubled 
relationship with Stella erupts and a real danger 
threatens when the new teenager finds she can see 
people’s probable future and how they may die. She 
foresees a woman’s murder. She implores her father to 
tell the police, but the victim is killed, and the finger of 
suspicion is pointed at Will. 
       Hoffman’s style has an unstoppable momentum, all 
the more magical and disturbing set against the lushest 
descriptions of a rural summer. She writes: “As for the 
calm, green waters of Hourglass Lake, where yellow 
Egyptian water lilies floated, several witnesses had 
reported that the catfish which swam in the shallows 
were so fierce they actually crawled onto the grass, 
chasing after rabbits that had wandered too close to 
shore.” 
Caroline Fisher  

PIANO CONCERT IN NORTHLEACH 
Saturday 9 October 7.00pm: Four Hands One Piano. Critically acclaimed identical twin pianists, Claire and 
Antoinette Cann, play music from Schubert to Gershwin at Northleach Church. Tickets available online from 
1 August.    www.ticketsource.co.uk/4hands1piano. 
Jane Quelch
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Should we? Could we? Dare 
we? attempt to select and 
splice key events that have 
happened with the Society and 
in Burford over the last 50 
years into a Timeline?  
Well we have taken the 
plunge, and the results are 
now there for everyone to see. 
We have used the summer 
break in our programme to 
develop an exciting new 
Timeline featuring around a 100 
separate pages of events and 
milestones that can be seen on 
the Society’s new website. Its 
purpose is to feature a 
representative selection of residents and events to 
highlight and recall the amazing breadth of local 
activities, ranging from ‘serious civic’ to ‘personal 
enjoyable’ events that have taken place in Burford & 
District, starting in 1960. But as you scroll through the 
pages, please remember the authors are relatively new to 
the town, so errors are highly possible, for which we 
apologise in advance. Consequently your understanding 
and help are now requested. 
• What events have we missed? Suggestions and 

accompanying photos etc are welcome 
• What dates, names, descriptions have we got 

wrong or misunderstood? Your corrections are 
invited. 

None of this would have been possible without the 
support of many in the town including David Cohen, 
Derek Cotterill, Pete Gould and Chris Walker whose 
assistance and images we gratefully acknowledge. 
But above all, our thanks go to everyone past and present, 
who is featured and actively supported the many 
community focussed activities that have made this such a 
great place to live. 
Membership. As a result of our change of meeting place 
to the Warwick Hall we are now able to welcome new 
members, so please don’t hesitate to join if you would 
like to get to know more people in a relaxed and friendly 
environment.  The application form can be downloaded 
from our website, and the annual fee for the calendar year 
is £10 per person – renewable on 1 January each year 
September Meeting. Our next meeting is due to take 
place at the Warwick Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 21 

September when Alistair Lack’s talk will be ‘Travels with 
Auntie’. Alistair will be recalling his life with the BBC’s 
World Service. At the time of writing this article, the 
government have yet to release their future Covid-19 
protection stipulations, consequently it is not possible for 
us to announce any definite arrangements. But we are 
working in partnership with the Warwick Hall 

management team in the hopes that it will be possible for 
us to have an ‘in person’ event, perhaps with some social 
distancing, and subject to the facilities being available, 
we might also be able to simultaneously broadcast the 

event via Zoom. But whatever happens 
we will keep in touch with you by Mail 
Chimp, Facebook etc, and in the 
September edition of The Bridge or 
even as a blog on our website. 
Peter - Chairman    
peteremartin@btinternet.com 
https://www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

CHIPPY AMNESTY GROUP 
 BOOK STALL 

Saturday 21 August under the Tolsey 10 am to 4pm 

One of the actions Chipping Norton Amnesty Group is 
involved with at the moment is supporting an 
indigenous community in Colombia called the 
ASEINPOME.  Commercial interests have turned this 
community off its ancestral lands several times, but now, 
led by 27 year-old Joel, its people have returned and are 
farming again. They farm sustainably so, as the area is 
rich in flora and fauna, they are important protectors of 
the land.  They in turn need protection from firms and 
paramilitaries who wish to exploit it. To this end they 
are fighting through the courts to be officially 
recognised as owners.  They live remotely with no 
internet or postal service but the group correspond 
through an intermediary who delivers the messages of 
support and encouragement.  The group also writes 
letters, as directed, to all the authorities concerned.  
Books in good condition welcome. Contact 
felicityziegler@yahoo.co.uk 

Around 200 residents celebrated 
the wedding of Prince William 
and Catherine Middleton in the 

Parish Church in April 2011.   
This shows a conversation 

between the Queen and Prince 
Philip (as imagined by David 

Cohen and John White).
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 The above picture of a lady walking her cow over The 
Bridge appeared on the Burford Archive Facebook page 
in June of this year. 
     I have been posting a daily picture on the archive 
page since 5 July 2020. Each post achieves, on average, 
1300 engagements reaching 474,500 people over the last 
year. Quite remarkable! This post was prompted by a 
recollection by John Yeatman of Mrs Jenkins from 
Upton who would bring her sheep, on a leash, into 
Burford when she came to do her shopping. This led to 
other memories: a lady in Taynton who would take her 
pig out for a walk and the sister of a regular contributor 
who was given a baby squirrel that she would push 
around in a pram until the squirrel matured into a fox! 
     All of the comments in the past year are being 
“harvested” by me and will be used to provide a picture 
of Burford as remembered by its residents. If you have a 
story to tell, a family tree or written history of your 
family, we would very much like to include it in the 
archive to add personal memories to the collections we 
already have. 
David Cohen 

METAL DETECTING 
Land wanted for metal detecting for retired gentleman 

who will pay small fee to farmer or landowner.  
I am a member of the metal detectives and hold a full 

NCMD licence . 
All holes will be properly filled and there will be a 

50 / 50 split of anything of value that is found.  
Recent finds include  a seal ring for which the farmer 

received £3000.00  
Reference can be supplied. 

Please contact Steve on 079308200812 
Steve Hunt

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, they will edit or 
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not 
indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be edited for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where items or services are 
offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of good quality.   The editors may 
refuse to publish advertisements or other statements about unsuitable items or services.   The Bridge does not accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised.   All items submitted for inclusion must give the 
name and address of the writer and an email address or telephone number.  By submitting any article, announcement, letter or advertisement to 
The Bridge you are deemed to have agreed to the above. 
All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on our 
website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk.

BURFORD ARCHIVE
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 As students and staff enjoy a 
well earned summer break, we 
said farewell to several 
members of staff moving on to 
new ventures.   
     Mrs Kathy Haig, our 
headteacher, is retiring at the 
end of August.  During almost 
14 years at Burford she has led 
a wide range of initiatives 
including overseeing the 
increase in the number of 
students on roll from 1,135 to 
1,508. With consistently good 
outcomes for Ofsted inspections 
at both the day school and 
boarding, the school has 
become the first choice for a 
growing number of parents in 
the area meaning it is heavily 
oversubscribed. The 
outstanding examination results 
at both GCSE and A-level, the 
rich extra curriculum offer and 
the extensive choice of subjects 
at A-level are part of what has driven the school’s 
popularity. The school is currently in the process of 
building a hockey Astroturf pitch that will enhance the 
facilities for future students. She will be missed but we 
wish her well for the future. 
     Apart from Mrs Haig, we have said goodbye to a 
number of other staff at the day school.  These have 
included our deputy headteacher, Mr Jouny.  Mr Jouny 
has been Director of Boarding and Sixth Form Lead 
during his four and a half years with us, bringing 
enthusiasm and commitment to both roles.  We wish him 
well in his exciting new position as headteacher of 
Malmesbury School.   

Looking forward 
As we head towards September and the new academic 
year, we look forward to welcoming our new 
headteacher, Mr Matthew Albrighton, who joins us from 
St Edward’s School in Oxford.  He has been into 
Burford often during the summer term, meeting staff 
and familiarising himself with life at school.  During his 
first year he will be attending the events organised for 
our 450th celebrations, so we hope that readers of The 
Bridge will have the opportunity to meet him. Those 
attending our Open Day on 23 September will also have 
the opportunity to hear him speak on his hopes for 
Burford moving forward. 

Happy Birthday Burford School! 
In September we will begin to celebrate the school’s 
450th Birthday with events to which members of the 
local community, parents, friends and alumni are 
welcome.   

Dates for your diary include:  

Alumni 450th Birthday Reunion – Saturday 9 
October 2021- at which we will be unveiling our 450th 

window, designed by one of our 
talented Year 13 artists, Caitlin Turner, 
and executed by local glass engraver, 
Philip Lawson Johnston. 
Christmas Music and Readings at 
the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford – 15 
December 2021 
Tickets will be on sale in September. 
See below if you would like to sing 
with us once again. 

Quiz & Curry Night – 21 January 
2022 – Come and enjoy some friendly 
rivalry over a hot curry on a cold 
winter evening. 

Les Miserables Broadway Musical – 
29 March – 2 April 2022 - Victor 
Hugo’s masterpiece adapted by Alan 
Boublil with music by Claude-Michel 
Schönberg, performed over five days 
with matinee on Saturday. 

Grand Summer Ball – 9 July 2022: 
Tickets available in February. 

Come and sing! 
Our Pop-up Choir will be performing at our Christmas 
evening at the Sheldonian Theatre. If you would like to 
sing with us, please email Mrs Helen Jenkins 
BIM@burford.oxon.sch.uk.  Rehearsals start in 
September. 
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk    
Sarah Duckworth  twitter: @burfordschool 

CAR BOOT SALE 
August Bank Holiday Monday 

30 August 2021 
Burford Cubs/Scouts car boot sale in the  

West Field, Burford 

8.00am to 1.00pm 
All buyers and sellers welcome 

Breakfast/Catering 
Lavatories 

☏ Michael Taubenheim 07711 342608 
(Chairman) 

BURFORD SCHOOL
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Affordable? - Or Not 
As a member of "generation rent" the council's proud 
declarations of having provided "affordable homes" in 
the Shilton Road development is particularly riling 
(referenced in your "Cole's Field - Again!” article). I 
believe these homes were priced upwards of £450,000. 
That would mean anyone wanting to buy one would 
need a single or combined income in excess of £80,000, 
with 0 outgoings, plus a £50,000 deposit. 
For reference, the "cheapest" property still available in 
this development that I can find is priced at £585,000 
(others are only available for over 55s). This is far 
beyond the reach of most young people - and under 
what criteria is this judged "affordable"?  
Building developments can have a detrimental effect on 
an area. However the country is facing a major housing 
shortage. Surely rather than drawing battle lines the 
council should be looking for solutions that provide 
housing in a way that benefits all members of the 
community. 
It seems to me that the council is taking a "not in my 
backyard” approach to planning proposals. But if all 
councils take this approach, where do they expect the 
future generations to live?  
Conor Proud 
See WODC Councillor report on this subject. Editors 

******************************************* 

Make Do and Mend 
Burford Environment Action Group, aka The BEAGles 
is a new local group devoted to reducing our collective 
carbon footprints and encouraging sustainability in 
everything we do. Our first meeting – via Zoom, 
naturally – was a lively affair, with many ideas and 
projects being put forward, the first of which being a 
repair café, to be held in late September; please check 
the next edition of The Bridge for further details. 
Reusability is a hot topic these days, and it has even 
made it onto the statute books at long last: recent 
legislation compels companies to provide spare parts for 
at least three years after production ends. Fixers (but not 
professionals!) will be on hand to advise on items that 
would otherwise be scrapped or recycled and make them 
work again. Electrical items will be given a basic safety 
check and then, if appropriate, repaired, then PAT tested 
(this ensures they meet current electrical standards) and 
returned to the owner. All repairs and testing will be 
carried out free of charge, but donations are welcome. 
There will also be somebody on hand who's recently 
completed a bicycle repair course to help out with any 
niggling bike issues, so dig out those venerable steeds 
that need a bit of TLC! 

Our next meeting is at 6.30pm on Wednesday, 21 July, at 
the Carpenters Arms in Fulbrook. Please come along if 
you’d like to find out more about us, or email me 
on andy.hayter@gmail.com for more details. 
Andy Hayter 

********************************************* 
Drake’s Progress? 

I read with interest Bert's article on Vladimir the lonely 
Muscovy duck on the Windrush at Guildenford. 
I went on line and a date for Vladimir would cost £10- 
£15. 
It seems that the nearest sale for Miss Muscovy is in 
Wiltshire, however I am sure there must be some in 
Oxfordshire for sale. 
I would be willing to contribute some of the cost. 
Sandie Everard 

********************************************* 

NORTH COTSWOLDS ROTARY 
Charity Golf Day – Friday September 17  

All Standards Welcome  
On Friday 17 September we will be holding our Annual 
Charity Golf Day at Naunton Downs Golf Club, set in 
the beautiful Cotswold countryside.  
     Last year would have been our silver anniversary but 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic we will be celebrating it 
this year instead.  
     It will be a four-ball tournament, but individual 
golfers and couples are welcome as we can team you up 
to make four-ball teams. We will consider handicaps to 
do this. It will be a Stableford tournament so players of 
all standards and handicaps are very welcome.  
     The cost per player will be, as before, £50 and £45 
for Naunton Downs GC members. This includes 
welcome coffee and a bacon bap from 11.00 am and a 
two course dinner after your round of golf. The golf will 
commence at 1.00 pm with a shotgun start.  
     After the golf there will be a cheque presentation to a 
representative from our nominated charity for the day, 
Sue Ryder Leckhampton Hospice, followed by prize 
giving and that two course dinner to round off the day.  
     If you wish to enter or need any more 
details, please contact Peter Boxall on 
07764 699594 or email: 
peterdboxall@gmail.com. 

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk too for 

updates on local news, previous features 
and topical photographs 

And for more photos about Burford 
events do look at Burford Life on 

Facebook
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Art After Covid! 
The North Cotswold Arts Association is a group of 
artists and crafters who normally meet monthly in the 
Warwick Hall, Burford as well as holding two annual 
exhibitions. We are back at the end of August with our 
annual Members’ Exhibition in the Hall from Bank 
Holiday Monday 30 August until Saturday 4 September 
– do please come and support us.  Our members have 
been working on exciting new paintings and craft 
projects during lockdown and we can’t wait to show 
them to you!   
Our monthly meetings will be starting again on 
Wednesday 13 October with a demonstration to get 
everyone motivated – details to follow.  New members 
are always welcome – please contact our chairman 
Sandi Garrett on 07710 253744 or email: 
sandigarrett@yahoo.com. 
Alexa Buffery 

ROWENA DAVIS - WATERCOLOUR 
ARTIST 

Exhibition at the Warwick Hall  
9 August for three weeks 

Holding down a very busy day job 
Rowena needed a means of relaxation 
so she started painting with 
watercolours over 20 years ago after 
going to evening classes.  She chose 
watercolours as a medium after being 
inspired by the watercolours her great 
aunt produced in the Yorkshire Dales. 
She still uses the same paint box her 
aunt gave her but the paints have been 
replaced many times now 

The hobby started to develop when friends began asking 
her to paint commissions of their homes and she painted 
her first ‘multi-view’ picture as a wedding present for 
her brother showing the many views of their village.   

This style of painting has become very popular, with her 
portfolio now containing many local towns.  
       Most of the pictures on her stall are limited edition 
prints, but some original painting are also available.  A 
busy lady, in addition to painting she also designs and 
prints her own calendars, writing paper, note cards, 
wedding stationery and bookmarks, all featuring local 
scenes. 

She continues to paint commissions for people of their 
homes, or places of interest.  Some examples of these 
are here.  
Rowena is also currently the chairperson of Craft in 
Action and has been on the committee for nearly 20 
years trying to keep the wheels smoothly turning.  Craft 
in Action are back at the Warwick Hall on 11 September 
and 13 November 2021.  
Helen Wallis 



New to Burford and area? 

Welcome.  The Burford and District Society will be 
happy to deliver your free copy of the ‘Living in 

Burford and District’ Pack with details of many of 
the town’s local facilities, clubs and societies.   

Simply email your name and address to 
pwoxfordshire@gmail.com
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WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
WODC now has physical 
meetings which are socially 
distanced. That means using 
the Witney Leisure Centre for 
Full Council which is 55+ 
persons. As the cost of such 
meetings is £4,000 an 
afternoon, the last one was 
cancelled due to few items on 
the agenda and everything is 
being carried forward to the 
next one. 

Someone suggested to me that the Warwick Hall could 
offer suitable meeting space at a cheaper rate but as 
there is no car parking space in Burford for 2:00pm 
meetings that is a non-starter. Many times the paucity of 
Burford’s car parking capability has been proven for 
afternoon weddings, meetings and funerals when 
gridlock and chaos reign. 
     There are currently 19 schemes being developed in 
West Oxfordshire District which are delivering 
affordable houses.  Almost 500 homes in total. Fortyfive 
are on the Shilton Road development and the first 13 of 
these were handed over to Greensquare Accord (as the 
Registered Social Landlord) in May.  

The total offering for the Shilton Road site will be 21 
two bed houses and flats, 11 three bed houses for 
affordable rent, four two bed houses for shared 
ownership and nine three bed houses for shared 
ownership. 
     Shared ownership means part rent and part 
ownership with a mortgage to a limit of 80% ownership. 
Anyone interested should get in touch with WODC 
Housing Department and get onto the Homeseeker Plus 
system. So far 24 applicants have indicated a Burford 
connection. 
Derek Cotterill - 10 July 2021 

********************************************* 

MRS BUMBLES DIARY  
Do you want the good news or the bad news about the 
post office? Well, the good news is that there is no bad 
news. All the technical glitches are sorted. The final 
problem was the ADSL line. To be honest I have no idea 
what an ADSL line is as I used to have problems 
rewiring a three pin plug.   A highly efficient man from 
Openreach opened the metal cabinet near the 
roundabout – the one that is full of a mass of wires – and 
some how fixed it. 
     So you can now call in and buy your newspapers and 
magazines and we are building up stocks of 
confectionery, drinks, ice cream  and stationery etc. We 
are now also arranging newspaper deliveries. 
     We contacted the town council about using the bus 
stop outside the post office for five minute parking. That 
would be very convenient and in any case it actually 
isn’t a fully functioning bus stop any more. It’s only 
used twice a week for a couple of minutes when an 
empty Villager bus stops there.  I didn’t hear anything so 
I contacted WODC who got straight back to me.  
Unfortunately a formal consultation process would be 
needed to use it and this would cost money so WODC 
are not going to be able to help. In any case if I have to 
get involved in any more red tape I would fear for my 
sanity.  So I spoke to a traffic warden. He is happy for 
you to use it if you just park there for a few minutes 
while you use the post office. It makes sense – it cuts 
down on people driving around looking for parking 
places.  
     Now this is a secret between you and me. Please 
remember that if you leave your car there for more than 
a few minutes you will attract the attention of a traffic 
warden 
Steve Colter Bumbles 

BURFORD SURGERY 
What Restrictions will look like at Burford 

and Carterton Surgeries after 19 July. 

We have decided that there will be no immediate 
changes here at the practice. Patients visiting the 
surgery will still need to wear a mask, use the hand 
sanitiser and socially distance. Our staff will continue 
to wear appropriate PPE and medications will still 
need to be collected from the window. 
     We have made this decision as often patients 
coming to the surgery are sick, vulnerable and may be 
unvaccinated for medical reasons, so we feel that 
these precautions will help to protect everyone.  We 
also need to minimise the number of our staff catching 
Covid so we can keep a functioning service, so for 
this reason alone these measures are vital. 
     Our consultations will continue.  These might be 
offered as face to face, telephone or video 
consultations.  It is worth noting that we are 
consulting with higher numbers of patients than we 
ever did before the pandemic, whilst also playing a 
big part in the vaccination programme. Our doors are 
open but just in a different way. 
We hope our patients will understand why we need to 
continue with these measures and keep the surgery as 
safe for everyone as we can.  We have all come so far 
in trying to minimise the impact of Covid - let’s 
continue to stay safe together. 
Thank you, Kim Yarnold, Practice Manager 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 
BURFORD LITERARY FESTIVAL 

23 - 27 September 
We would be very grateful for volunteers to help at 
the Literary Festival.   Please contact Kim on 
kim@madhatterbookshop.co.uk.
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COLE’S FIELD AGAIN! 

In 2018 we defeated a proposal by Carterton 
Construction Ltd to build 70 “dwellings” on Cole’s 
Field (technically known as “land East of Barns Lane”). 
The principal factor in this famous victory was the over 
700 objections lodged with WODC, 695 of which were 
from you – residents of and visitors to Burford. 
     We are now faced with a new developer, generically 
called “Greystoke”, which has applied for outline 
planning permission for 173 “dwellings” comprising 
141 assisted extra care units and 32 affordable housing 
units. Ignoring Greystoke’s jargon, we are talking about 
one enormous care home and 32 houses. A hundred 
more “dwellings than the rejected Carterton 
Construction proposal! 
     Burford Town Council strongly and unanimously 
believes that the Greystoke plans would cause immense 
damage to the town and its surroundings and will 
oppose them by every means in its power. 
If you wish to make your feelings known, please email 
the WODC Case Officer at 
joan.desmond@westoxon.gov.uk, or write to her at West 
Oxfordshire District Council, Elmfield, New Yatt Road, 
Witney OX28 1PB. Things you might consider are:- 

1. Development rejected in 2018 – nothing has 
changed. 

2. Shilton Road development being built and 
will have 45 affordable dwellings, 59 
assisted living dwellings and a 64 bed care 
home – no need for more. 

3. Gross invasion and degradation of AONB 
and Conservation Area. 

4. Infrastructure can’t cope – schools over full, 
raw sewage being pumped into the 
Windrush because no capacity in treatment 
works, narrow country lanes can’t take the 
traffic, primary care (surgery) already 
overloaded. 

5. No available care workers in Burford – staff 
would have to be shipped in which, with the 
other vehicles used by residents of 
properties on the site, would increase the 
traffic chaos. 

6. Adverse impact on views, listed buildings, 
car parking and road safety – particularly 
Witney Street, Wysdom Way and Barns 
Lane. 

7. Opening up Wysdom Way will turn 
Frethern into a cut through from the A40. 

8. Destruction of Burford’s unique character. 

You don’t have to mention all of them. Just choose the 
ones you think are most important, and add the ones we 
haven’t thought of, all in your own words and, before 
5 August, fire it off! 
Burford Town Council, July 2021 

STOP PRESS Congratulations to Reavley’s 
Pharmacy on being named as Chemist of the Year 
2021 - Oxfordshire in the annual Healthcare and 
Pharmaceutical awards.                            Editors
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EDWARD MORTIMER 
As many readers may already know, Edward Mortimer 
died on 18 June.  His funeral took place in Burford 
Parish Church on 9 July.  Edward had a distinguished 
career, firstly as a journalist writing chiefly on foreign 
affairs for The Times and then the Financial Times.  He 
later worked for the United Nations in New York, acting 
as speechwriter and confidant to the then Secretary 
General, Kofi Annan.  We hope to include an 
appreciation of Edward’s life and work in a future 
edition of The Bridge. 

GWEN DIXON 

A Thanksgiving Service for Mrs Gwen Dixon (Mrs 
Jack Fowler) will take place on Wednesday 11 
August 2021 at 2.30pm at Burford Church (St John 
the Baptist). 
All Welcome. 
Due to Covid restrictions please contact Taylor and 
Son Tel 01993 842421 if you would like to attend. 
Sally Dyke (Mrs) 

THE BRIDGE TEAM 
As well as a  large number of valuable, helpful 
distributors,  the Bridge Team  consists of: 

Advertising Manager      Stephen Richards 
Commercial Artist      David Mostyn 
Editors        Gordon and Elaine Elliot 
Founder/Chief Distributor  Clendon Daukes 
Proof Reader       Judy Cumming 
Website and IT Adviser      Pete Freeman 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of 

the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.  Please  contact: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles for us 
at the Post Office for us to collect. 

Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of 
the month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

Photo taken from Orchard Rise in Burford by Felix Elliot age 9
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THE WILD HARE GROUP 
  
The Wild Hare Group, based in the Cotswolds, 
is the brainchild of our founder, Dominie Fearn, 

a passionate champion of the 
environment who has a 20-year-

career in sustainability. Deciding 
she wanted to play a positive part in 

reducing climate change and inspired by a 
farming friend who specialised in grass-fed 

meat, Dominie determined to find a way to 
produce fresh convenience food using high quality 
ingredients that are sourced ethically and sustainably.   
Partnering with Anthony Robinson, a classically trained 
chef with Michelin pedigree, Dominie has initially 
established a range of ready meals that are produced using 
the principles she champions. 
     The meals contain ingredients produced by British 
farmers focused on sustainability and environmentally-
friendly objectives – with all animals outdoor and grass 
reared, poultry coming from high welfare farms, and an 
emphasis on British-grown ancient grains such as barley, 
spelt and quinoa, with no emulsifiers, preservatives, or 
other chemicals.  
     The Wild Hare Group also champions regenerative 
agriculture, which sees us incorporate ingredients that 
have been designed to minimise carbon output. For 
instance, Wild Hare’s use of traditional UK grains, sees 
them require 50% less water than commercial wheat, 
something that’s supplemented by the offer of soil audits 
to ensure ongoing fertility while monitoring nutrients. 
Further along the chain, other sustainable approaches such 
as not using plastic packaging helps to enhance the 
environmental positives. 

Some of the dishes are illustrated above.  The current 
range of ready meals and the initial offering of the Wild 
Hare brand consists of an assortment of options to suit 
multiple tastes.  We’re soon to launch our Ben & Poppy 
Range, which is set to target children aged between four 
and ten, producing food based on the same principles as 
our adult range, just in child-friendly portions, with an 
assurance that we never cook with high saturated fats or 
use high levels of salts and sugars. 
       For the environmentally conscious: all of us have been 
guilty of opting for the easy choice over the green choice 
in the past, but through the Wild Hare we’re looking to 
provide an option that means people don’t have to make 
that decision. They can choose convenience, without 
compromising environmental principles – all whilst 
supporting farmers and food producers who are champions 
of sustainability. They can also be assured that, alongside 
convenience, they’ll also be enjoying high-quality food 
that’s rich in nutrients. 
Dominie Fearn - www.thewildharegroup.co.uk  

******************************************
HARES THEN RABBITS (AGAIN) 

We thought you might 
like this photo of one 
of the two famous 
white rabbits that live 
in Shilton Road.  
It was taken by James 
Lampard aged 9 (of 
Burford Primary 
School) in his 
grandparents’ back 
garden in Shilton 
Road. 
Anna & Daniel 
Lampard 
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29-31 July Burford Archive Gigantic Book Sale Warwick Hall

Fri 30 July Burford Archive special event Warwick Hall 6-8pm 

Sat 31 July Craft Fair for Against Breast Cancer 
charity

Warwick Hall 9.00-5.00

9-19 Aug Rowena Davis watercolour exhibition Warwick Hall

Tue 10 Aug FaB WI meeting - medical detection dogs Warwick Hall 7.30pm

Thur 12 Aug BDHA social evening (members only) 4 Swan Lane Close 6.00pm

Sat 14 Aug Concert - Jamie Doe Windrush Church 6.00pm

Sat 21 Aug Chippy Amnesty book sale Tolsey 10.00-4.00

Mon 30 Aug Scouts car boot sale West Field 8.00-1.00

30 Aug - 4 Sept North Cotswold Arts members 
exhibition

Warwick Hall

Tue 8 Sept TASC lecture - art and music Warwick Hall and/or 
Zoom

11.00am

Sun 12 Sept Bridewell Organic Gardens open day Wilcote OX7 3DT 11.00-4.00

Fri 17 Sept North Cotswold Rotary charity golf day Naunton Downs golf 
club

17 & 18 Sept Wychwood Players Midsummer Night’s 
Dream

Manor Farm, Upper 
Milton

See article

Tue 21 Sept BDS lecture - “Travels with Auntie” Warwick Hall and/or 
Zoom

7.00pm

23-27 Sept Burford Literary Festival T.b.a.

Weds 13 Oct North Cotswold Arts meeting and 
demonstration

Warwick Hall

8-17 October Cheltenham Literature Festival Cheltenham - 
various

Sat 9 October Concert - Four Hands, One Piano Northleach Church 7.00pm

Weds 13 Oct TASC lecture on wine Warwick Hall and/or 
Zoom

11.00am

Tue 19 Oct BDS annual lunch and crocodiles talk Burford School 
boarding 

12.00 noon

Weds 27 Oct TASC special interest day - The Thames Warwick Hall and/or 
Zoom

Weds 10 Nov TASC lecture on David Lean Warwick Hall and/or 
Zoom

11.00am

Tue 16 Nov BDS lecture Susan Ashton on gardens Warwick Hall and/or 
Zoom

7.00pm

Weds 8 Dec TASC lecture - Victorian Christmas Warwick Hall and/or 
Zoom

11.00

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  AUGUST 2021

NB  When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include:  Day of the Week, Date, Venue, Time.     
Thank you.

CALLING CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
On the next page we have put our list of local cubs and societies as it appeared before lockdown last year.  
We hope to resume printing this in future editions.  Would ALL clubs and societies please let us know 
(editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk)whether or not they would like their listing to continue and if the details 
shown are correct. 
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Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, Thursday 
11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, all abilities Kevin 704655 scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts Wednesday (term time) Scout Hut 6-7.15pm Claire Griffin 07751 472125  
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Bradwell Village Coffee Every Friday am Bradwell Village Hall 10.30-12.30 Margaret Booth 822677

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all abilities Vijay 891043 vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters Twice a month Currently not meeting but still making crafts Christine Brown 822589/June Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 7 times a year Warwick Hall at 7.00pm K. Gray 823805  burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 

Mon closed; Tues 1-7; Wed closed; Thurs 10-1; 
Friday 10-1 and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Town Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Pat Walker 01993 822330 
patr47@btinternet.com

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church 10.30 - 12 midday Julia Ritchie 01993 841484

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Fulbrook & Burford  WI 
(FaBWI)
FABWI Walking Group

Second Tuesday

1st Friday of every month

Warwick Hall

Starting at the Carpenters Arms, Fulbrook

Jane Arnell gjaarmell@icloud.com -01993 
822755 or Ginny Renwick - 
fabwi.ginny@gmail.com

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, 
Fri 8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term 
Times

Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769  
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, soft drinks) 7pm

Soup & Pudding Club Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 07793 012215

Stretch (All abilities) Every Monday and Thursday Warwick Hall
Monday 9.15am-10.30
Thursday 7.30-8.30pm

nickijsmith@hotmail.co.uk  07867411474

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943  
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk

The Wychwood Lodge of 
Freemasons

3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240  
wychwood988@outlook.com

Time Out Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea) Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, singing, talks John Harrington 822451 or Sue Sheppard 
824729

REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES WEF 2020

NB - See previous page.   This information may be out of date but included as a prompt for 
people to tell us what Clubs and Societies still exist and who is the contact for them.
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES 
*Please sign up at 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-john-the-baptist-
church before Saturday 9.00am 

AUGUST 2021 

St John the Baptist, Burford 
1 August  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
8 August 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)   
11.00am 
15 August    
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Benefice Holy Communion (CW)   9.30am 
Morning Service    11.00am 
22 August  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Morning Service   11.00am 
29 August  
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW)     
9.30am 
Morning Service   11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
8 August     
Benefice Holy Communion (CW)   9.30am 
22 August    
Benefice Holy Communion (BCP)   
9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
1 August   
Benefice Holy Communion (CW)   9.30am 
15 August 
Evening Prayer (BCP)     
6.00pm 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
1 August  
Evening Prayer (BCP)     
6.00pm 
8 August 
Evening Prayer (BCP)     
6.00pm 
15 August    
Evening Prayer (BCP)     
6.00pm 

29 August  
Evening Prayer (BCP)     
6.00pm 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
1 August  
Holy Communion   11.00am 
8 August    
Morning Service   11.00am 
15 August 
Morning Service   11.00am 
22 August    
Morning Service   11.00am 
29 August    
Morning Service   11.00am 

St Oswald, Widford 
22 August    
Evening Prayer (BCP)     
6.00pm 

Please only sign up to services marked with 
an * 

All services are subject to change due to 
COVID. Please check our website 

burfordchurch.org before attending a 
service. 

Tarnia Usher - Church Secretary 

******************************************** 

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS 
MORE 

Weekly Services 
*Please sign up at https://tinyurl.com/cb2fdh9j 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 6.00 pm 
*Sunday Mass: 10.00 am 

Weekdays: 

Tuesday - Mass 10.00 am 

Thursday - Mass 10.00 am 

Friday -  Mass 6.00 pm followed by Confessions 

Please see catholicchurchburford.org.uk for booking 
details and latest updates. 
Dan Boyle 

******************************************** 

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING  

Pytts Lane, Meeting for Worship every 
Sunday at 11-00 a.m. 
David Day (01993) 823398
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat) 01993 823882

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 01993 822226

Jenny Smith Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held. 07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk 01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists 01993 220579

Light My Night Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk 01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers and Valuers 01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt Painter and Decorator 01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com 01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Bushey Ground, Minster Lovell,Witney,OX29 0SW. MOTs by arrangement 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk 01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk 01993 220281

ElWell Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older 01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ 01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffeur Services Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk 07920 135157

Tony Williams Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations 07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers 01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07887 532252

The Stone Gallery Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen.  Paperweights & 
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk 01993 823302

NFU Mutual Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency 01993 776716

Patti Good Therapist, Teacher & Healer 
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com 07880 998568

Grimebusters your local carpet, upholstery & rug cleaners 
www.grimebusters.co.uk 01993 868924
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Call us on 01993 223416 and Quote BRIDGE

Join the Cotswolds leading  
holiday cottage company

Local  
expertise

Dynamic pricing –  
increase your income

Based locally  
in Burford

Full Management  
Service

Personal 
touch

H deruces yllufsseccus evah ew taht sesuo  
b sresahcrup evah eW .raey siht rof sreyu  

i noitagilbo on a roF .ytreporp ruoy ni detseretn  
m liame ro 16622839910 llac lasiarppa tekra  

b  ku.oc.spots-noskcaj@drofru
P   0191 ecnis strepxe ytrepor
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DAVIES 
GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turfing 

Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating 

Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes 

Roofing Repairs * Power Washing 

Distance no object * All work guaranteed 

Tel:  01608 643896 

Mobile:  07989 831282 

Quarter page, Portrait Template

PP

FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online @ www.jagtimber.co.uk

office@jagtimber.co.uk

01993 868001 
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• Loose covers
• Curtains
• Re-Upholstery
• Tracks & Poles

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769
Mob: 07802 213381

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com

• Loose covers 
• Curtains 
• Re-Upholstery 
• Tracks & Poles

For personal, helpful service, 
please call

Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

BURFORD FOOT CLINIC
Services:- 

• toe nail trimming
• ingrown nail
• thickened nails
• corn and callus removal
• fungal nail treatment
• verruca treatment
• diabetic foot advice

Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, 
Burford. OX18 4SJ 

(By appointment only)
Home visits also available

Call Romona: 
01993 200 980
07884318091 

TREE SURGERY & 
ARBORICULTURAL CONSULTANCY

OFFICE. 01285 750874
MOBILE. 07793 763535 ajarborists.co.uk

alasdair@ ajarborists.co.uk

•  Tree work complete to BS3998

•  Hedge trimming and reducing

•  Large tree  dismantling

•  Tree & hedge planting

•  Fruit tree care & advice

•  Stump removal

•  Site clearance

•  Tree health and safety reports

•  BS5837 Reports

•  Tree insurance reports

•  Tree management plans

•  Specialised in conservation 

   areas & TPO consent

•  Picus Tomograph System

NPTC QUALIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

For a free consultation & competitive 
quote, call 01285 750874

=

pw s[

B
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        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 

The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	 Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Witney 01993 608118

Quarter page, Portrait Template

PP

 
PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE

All ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN

           FULLY INSURED

           FREE QUOTATIONS

            (01993) 868001

          office@jagtrees.co.uk

          www.jagtrees.co.uk
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MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72 
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com 

www.sdd-b.com

Renovations, New Builds, 
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s  

and Landscaping. 

Call 07793 74 73 72  
to discuss your project

EXCEPTIONAL 
CARE IN  
BURFORD
The Cotswold Home is one of 
a select group of care homes 
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes 
and offers a home from home for 
discerning guests who appreciate 
comfort, quality and exceptional 
care.

We offer personal or nursing care 
on a permanent or short stay basis, 
as well as end of life care, all to the 
same exceptional standard. 

From award-winning restaurant 
style dining to beautiful 
landscaped gardens and 
industry leading staffing levels, 
The Costwold Home provides 
the highest level of service and 
facilities.

Why not come and see for 
yourself?

Call Amanda Cordery, our General 
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or  
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

THE COTSWOLD 
HOME

Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,

Burford  
WR9 0BP 

www.efhl.co.uk
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A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US

At NFU Mutual we can look after you, your family and your business.

Our insurance products and financial services include:
 

l Home
l Car
l Business

l Farm
l Equine
l Travel

l Income Protection
l Financial Planning
l Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from specialist
providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges. Financial
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in
Unit 4, Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4BE
Tel: 01993 776 716

H Merrins & B F Filmer is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of
the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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150 The Hill, High Street 
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS

                                Contact us today on 

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193 

Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL 
aspects of  electrical design and installation, 

from extra sockets to complete re-wires. 

We also specialise in creating unique lighting 
effects for your home and garden. 

visit  www.cotswold-lighting.com  for more 
information. No job is ever too big or small!

FREE estimates!

School disruptions. Learning gaps. Difficulties engaging. 

They’re all factors that have caused COVID learning loss. And parents are 

burning themselves out trying to make sure their children don’t fall behind. 

So why not ask for a helping hand? 

Tutor Doctor can help fill in the gaps and make sure your kids keep up. Our 
personalised tutoring programmes – delivered online or in-person by local 
tutors – promise to put your student on track, while giving you the break 
you need. 

Contact me to book your free 
consultation: 

tutordoctor.co.uk/witney 

Dave Simkin 
01993 225 945 

Reavley Chemist 

124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR  
01993 823144  |  info@reavley.co.uk                   
www.reavley.co.uk                   

Open 7 days a week 
Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm  
Sunday 10am – 4pm

Now is the time to check you have everything 
you need to stay safe and comfortable during 
the summer months.  A quick check of your 
medicine cabinet to ensure you have all the 
family essential remedies and requisites for 
any unexpected dramas can save a lot of tears 
and stress if things take an unexpected turn!

Hay Fever & Allergies
We stock a good range of over-the-counter antihistamines 
and allergy relief products, including bite and sting 
prevention and relief.

For those seeking help with persistent, troublesome allergies 
we also have a private Allergy Clinic to offer advice and 
assistance for long term relief and management.

Fun in the Sun
Don’t let too much sunshine leave you with painful sunburn 
(or even sunstroke!).  Always use protective sun cream and,  
if possible, wear a hat on particularly sunny days.  

We stock a wide range of sun protection creams, sprays  
and after sun products for both adults and children, as well 
as a choice of skincare ranges with integral SP factor for 
daily use.

And for those venturing to foreign climes, our useful private 
Travel Clinic can offer advice about vaccinations and health 
protection against diseases such as malaria; we are also able 
to inoculate and prescribe appropriate medication required.

Medicine Cabinet Essentials
Finally, with everyone freely enjoying the great outdoors 
once more there is greater risk of minor abrasions and cuts, 
so keep a stock of plasters, dressings and antiseptic cream 
for minor accidents.  It is also sensible to keep a stock of 
paracetamol and other painkillers for headaches and pain 
management, plus tissues and wet wipes ready for travelling 
on longer journeys.  

Finally, we have many sizes of wash bags and travel 
accessories ready for your trip.  

Happy travels!

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions  |  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice 

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines  |  Traditional Remedies 
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands  |  Delivery Service Available

Staycation  
or Vacation?   
Make sure you are ready  
for the summer holidays!

August 2021 Pick up your  FREE Covid  Rapid Antigen Self Tests  in store!

Monthly_Editorial_Aug.indd   1Monthly_Editorial_Aug.indd   1 12/07/2021   13:2612/07/2021   13:26
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Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
enquiries@therooflightcompany.co.uk  |  01993 833155

Trusted by Architects, respected by Builders, loved by Homeowners.

Elegant rooflights, designed by 
experts, loved by you.

5, 8 or 10 cms - round, square or sphere. 
Perfect gifts for any occasion. 
 

Please email or telephone 

07549 199709 
cisaoxfordshire@gmail.com 

Cake Is Art is proud to be donating 20% of all cake sales from this advertisement to "Maggie's" who 
support people living with  cancer, their family and friends and are entirely funded from donations. 

Cake Is Art 
Beautiful, elegant celebration cakes  

L E A D I N G  P R O V I N C I A L  A U C T I O N E E R S  
W I T H  S A L E R O O M S  I N  O X F O R D ,  A B I N G D O N  A N D  C H E LT E N H A M

Free Informal 
Valuations

Enquiries: 01242 235712 or  
cheltenham@mallams.co.uk 

www.mallams.co.uk

B Y  A P P O I N T M E N T

Mallams
1788

Jewellery, Silver, Ceramics,  
Clocks, Works of Art, Pictures,  

Asian & Islamic Art

A Chinese, 19th Century, 
Polychrome brushpot
Sold in June for £1900
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Emma Branch Yasmin Scott

The Old Mill House
Merretts Mill | Woodchester
Gloucestershire | GL5 5EX

First Floor
85 Great Portland Street
London | W1W 7LT 

T   0203 858 0035 
E   office@radnormartin.com
W  radnormartin.com

Director Sales Coordinator

For more information visit us at

radnormartin.com

BUY | SELL | SEARCH

Are you thinking of selling your home?
the skill, the experience and the contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property

A micro-winery in Minster Lovell  
making modern English wines.

Open for visits, wines by the glass, and bottles to take away: 
Thursday 2pm - 6pm 

Friday 10.30am - 6.30pm 
Saturday 10.30am - 3.30pm 

Ringwood Farm,  Minster Lovell OX29 0ND 
www.freedomofthepress.co.uk 

The Burford 
Veterinary Surgery

1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.

Call 01608 642547 for an appointment

 All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet. 

 Farm animals including camelids.

 Poultry and game birds.

 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm, 

Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.



23 - 27 SEPTEMBER 2021

WWW.BURFORDLITFEST.CO.UK

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT 
BOOKSHOP PRESENTS...

THE MADHATTER BOOKSHOP, 122 HIGH ST, BURFORD.
TEL 01993 822539 - WWW.MADHATTERBOOKSHOP.CO.UK

Burford Literary Festival sets out to bring visitors and our community 
together through an inspiring programme of events, with over 40 authors 
covering a wide range of topics and genres including history, politics, the 

natural world, poets, pioneers, innovators and of course children’s literature.

To ensure that our festival is accessible & affordable, the majority of the 
tickets are priced at £5 and child events are free.  Workshops and special 

events are priced separately.

Tickets are on sale now from Madhatter Bookshop and on our website, 
where you will find information regarding our authors and schedules.




