
In the world of politics there are certain big moments when a prominent leader steps down and hands over to a successor.  
Think of Winston Churchill in 1955, Margaret Thatcher in 1990, Tony Blair in 2007 and Donald… (no, on reflection 
perhaps let’s try not to think about him). 
And so it has come to pass in our own part of the forest that John White has hung up his orb and sceptre, his ceremonial 
sword and his chain and robes of office as mayor of Burford after a ten year stretch.  During that period he has steered the 
town through planning applications and a very long Local Plan process, negotiated an HGV ban, coped with a pandemic 
and dealt with many other crises large and small.  Not to mention that he has written a hundred or so entertaining and 
illuminating articles for this magazine. 
We would be sorry to lose his inimitable prose from our pages.  Fortunately he has no intention of spending his time at 
home gazing at his Lulu Lytle wallpaper.  After a well earned break in Iceland, South Georgia or another green list territory 
will be taking up a new role as our roving correspondent with licence to write about wine, P.G. Wodehouse, the law of 
insolvency, collecting Victorian tram tickets or his many other interests. 
Jane Tunnell-Westmacott has also stepped down as deputy mayor after an even longer and much-appreciated term of 18 
years.  We welcome Peter Higgs as the new mayor with Michael Taubenheim as his deputy and wish them well in these 
offices.  More on this within. 
The new post office in Burford is opening on 1st June in the shop next to Mrs Bumbles in the Lower High Street.  Opening 
hours are 7am to 5.30pm every day.                                                                                                                              Editors
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The Oil and Water Tank Specialist
• Save money - install a Water Tank!
• Free Tank Surveys
• Domestic & Commercial Tank Replacements
• Tank Servicing & Tank Disposals
• AGA & Rayburn Servicing
• GAUGES - supplied and fitted
• Hire Tanks  
• Commercial Jobs Undertaken
• 24 Hr Emergency Call Out 
• for Failed or Leaking Oil Tanks and Pipework

• Tel: 07799 643455
• james@countyoiltanksolutions.com •
• www.countyoiltanksolutions.com    

OFTEC Registered

Call to book
your FREE

Tank Inspection

�

BEST in Horticulture Group 
 Academy of Practical Horticulture 

 For more information visit our website www.bestinhorticulture.co.uk 
or contact us: 

Course Administrator 
07498 918588 

enquiries@bestinhorticulture.co.uk 

Bampton: Bampton: 
 RHS Level 2 theory courses Tuesdays
 RHS level 2 Practical Certificate 

Wednesdays
 NEW City & Guilds Diplomas in 

Gardening Skills Thursdays

North Moreton: 

 RHS Level 2 and 3 Practical Certificates 
Wednesdays

 NEW City & Guilds Diplomas in 
Gardening Skills Thursdays

After lockdown  -

Do you want to become a 
better gardener?

BEST runs gardening courses which lead to professional 
qualifications in horticulture at their centres at  

Bampton near Faringdon and North Moreton near Didcot 
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It would be remiss of us not to thank Carolyn who has 
been a great support and more importantly put up with 
the tantrums, bad days and the cursing that he never 
brought to the council chamber. 

At the same time Jane Tunnell-Westmacott has retired as 
deputy mayor, a post Jane has made her own for the last 
18 years. A much unnoticed role but so important to the 
healthy functioning of the council and carried out with 
good grace, strong opinions and, as with John, many 
hours of work unnoticed by many. 
On behalf of the council thank you both very much and 
we look forward to your continuation as councillors in 
the future. 
Burford Town Council  

LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS 
Nick-Field Johnson was re-elected to Oxfordshire 
County Council as member for Burford and Carterton 
South in the elections on 6 May.  The full result was as 
follows: 
Nick Field-Johnson (C)    1404 
Rosie Pearson (Green)   488 
David Richard Melvin (LD)  338 
29.95% of the electorate voted. 
Across the county the 
Conservatives lost nine seats 
including Chipping Norton, 
Witney North & East and that of 
the council leader, Ian 
Hudspeth, in Woodstock.  There 
is no party in overall control of 
the council with the 
Conservatives on 22 (-9), 
Liberal Democrats on 21 (+8), 
Labour 15 (+1), Green 3 (+3) 
and Independent 1 (-3). 

West Oxfordshire District Council remains under the 
control of the Conservatives with 28 seats out of 49.  
The Lib Dems hold 10, Labour 8, Independents 2 and 
Greens 1. 
Editors 

On the evening of 13 April the FaB WI came together 
via the wonders of Zoom.  This was our first get-
together this year and it was great to meet old friends as 
well as some new members who have joined us during 
the restrictions.   
     We were asked to come along prepared to surprise 
one another with “One thing you’re unlikely to know 
about me”, and surprises there were! Two of our friends 
talked about taking part as extras on film sets.  One was 
just a babe in arms and unable to actually remember the 
experience herself but her mother assured her she was 
part of the filming of A Town Like Alice whilst the 
family were living in Singapore. Our second film star 
(incidentally also the keeper of the telephone box library 
in Broadwell) was part of a documentary on the life of 
Amy Winehouse. Our treasurer talked of dancing with 
Len Goodman whilst a dance student in her youth and 
our president talked of adventures on the high seas in a 
sailing boat while living in Hong Kong. Keeping up the 
nautical theme, our retired treasurer was revealed as a 
qualified scuba diver despite suffering from dreadful 
sea-sickness every time she gets on a boat. There were 
tales from the bakery on Osney Island run by another 
member and her husband and their famous Oxford 
pasties.  Apparently they couldn’t be described as 
Cornish Pasties in Oxford. One of our newer members 
talked of meeting with Fern Britton on an amazing 
charity cycle ride in Madagascar.  Talking of celebrity 
encounters, we heard of another member’s association 
with the late Prince Philip. Finally there was the 
Brownie helper known as ‘Grey Squirrel’ who lost two 
weeks of her life desperately making a giant papier-
maché toadstool for Thinking Day Celebrations after the 
old one was found destroyed by mice.  
     By the time you read this our May meeting will have 
taken place, once again not in our Warwick Hall home 
but out and about around the area on a Treasure Hunt.  
We can’t wait to actually meet together but we have to 
wait just a little longer. Future dates to look forward to 
are on 8 June, our annual members’ garden party and on 
13 July, a talk on the amazing work of the medical 
detection dogs. 
     Finally on 26 June 10.30-12.30, another FaB WI 
Cake Sale at the Tolsey (Cash sales only please). 
     Looking beyond our own FaB WI group, the national 
movement is preparing to mark Mental Awareness Week 
from 10 to 16 May with the entire May issue of our 
magazine, ‘WI Life’, devoted to ways we can support 
mental wellbeing in ourselves and our community.  
Mental health starts with a sense of control over your 
life and there are simple steps offered to develop a 
positive mind-set. 
Angela Weller (a FaB WI member) 

BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
“And now, the end is near; 

and so I face the final curtain.” 
Frank Sinatra – “My Way” 

At our May meeting, Burford Town Council elected a 
new mayor and deputy mayor for the current local 
authority year. I did not stand. Ten years is long enough 
(too long I hear you shout!) so it was definitely time for 
fresh blood or legs if you are a football fan or eyes if 
you are an optician. Peter Higgs was unanimously 
elected mayor and Michael Taubenheim was 
unanimously elected deputy. The fact that both were 
appointed nem. con. is a testament to the high regard in 
which both are held by BTC. I could not ask for a more 
accomplished duo to hand over to and wish them every 
success. 
     It is inevitable that, after such a long tenure of office, 
the list of people to whom I owe a great debt of 
gratitude is just as long. First and foremost the 
mayoress, my wife Carolyn Walton. She has endured 
innumerable rubber chicken dinners on the mayor’s and 
chairs’ charity roundabout, lengthy periods when I have 
gone AWOL on council business, sometimes without 
leaving the house, and ineffably boring speeches 
(mainly from me). I would never have lasted the course 
without her unfailing support. Thank you, Carolyn. 
     Next comes Jane Tunnell-Westmacott. She has been 
(and remains) a councillor for over 30 years and was 
deputy mayor for much of that time. She also stood 
down in May. Jane needs no introduction in Burford, 
everybody knows her. Every daffodil in every public 
space owes its existence to her. Her persistence in 
exhorting councillors to form working parties to collect 
rubbish, weed bridges and topple-test grave stones is 
legendary. If BTC had anything as grand as a cabinet, 
she would be the Cabinet Member for the Environment 
and the Cemetery. As it is, she remains chair of that 
committee. Thank you, Jane. 
     And now to what I always call the Ruling 
Triumvirate, Maggie Andrews, the Clerk to Burford, 
John Yeatman, our Responsible Financial Officer, and 
David Buckland, our Lengthman. Without these three, 
Burford would not be the great place it is. Maggie 

persuades, cajoles, nags, threatens and occasionally 
blackmails bureaucrats in WODC and OCC to fill 
potholes, enforce planning and conservation conditions, 
eradicate Japanese knotweed and all the myriad of other 
concerns of residents. And people wonder what 
happened to the Burford dragon! John has to cope with 
an avalanche of government regulation, check every bill, 
fight rating decisions and still manages to balance the 
books. David, of course, does everything else from 
keeping the cemetery immaculate, dry stone walling 
everywhere and amassing the timber for the bonfire 
when we are allowed to celebrate Guy Fawkes, not to 
mention sweeping the snow away. With David we get 
three for the price of one as son Jack and daughter Amy 
turn out at the drop of a hat. Now we have the 
Triumvirate plus one. Peter Denning is a relatively 
recent addition to the team as our camera data analyst 
and general enforcer of the HGV weight limit. He is 
doing tremendous work, rapidly becoming the scourge 
of errant hauliers. Thank you Maggie, John, David and 
Peter. 
     Next we have the council itself or rather the human 
constituents. I have been blessed with a magnificent 
crew, always supportive, always creatively innovative 
(sometimes reminiscent of the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party) 
always willing to volunteer. I will never forget the speed 
and efficiency with which your councillors responded to 
the Covid crisis. Every man and woman leapt into the 
fray, not a single “at risk” Burfordian went untended. It 
made me very proud of my colleagues. Thank you all. 
     And now, dear reader, it is your turn. No community 
can flourish without the involvement of an active, 
forward thinking and articulate body of residents. You 
have those qualities in spades!  All our successes are 
down to you, all our failures are our fault alone. Thank 
you one and all. 
Go well! 
John White - Councillor 

Burford has been fortunate to have had John White as 
our mayor for the past 10 years. It is no exaggeration 
when I say that his tenure as mayor has been the most 
complicated and challenging since the first mayor in 
1971. 
     John has steered the town through a determined 
planning application by McCarthy Stone to build a 
block of flats on the east side of The Hill and a strong 
application to build “a small town” on Cole’s Field. 
These two planning applications would have challenged 
the most competent of men but using his legal prowess 
and hours of work they came to nothing. Shilton Road 
development followed, then the HGV ban and the 
installation of CCTV cameras. All the while, as mayor, 
his stewardship of the town has been exemplary. John’s 
eloquence and skills as a wordsmith have been a feature 
of his time in office, whether entertaining us at public 
events or when attending the many dozens of District 
and County Council meetings to put forward Burford’s 
position.  Council will miss the strong sense of 
commitment, leadership, good humour and wisdom 
shown over the last 10 years.  
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TAYNTON GARDENS 
OPEN AFTERNOON 

SUNDAY 27 JUNE - 2pm to 6pm 
OX18 4UH 

Many of Taynton’s most lovely gardens will be open. 

A ticket for admission to all the gardens is £5 each, 
with children admitted free.   

Home-made teas will be available in the garden of 
Taynton House. 

All proceeds are for the maintenance and upkeep of 
Taynton church. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Taynton. 

COVID NOTICE 

Based on the “Road Map” for relaxing the COVID 
restrictions, we expect to be able to hold the Open 

Gardens at the end of June, whilst respecting 
any continuing restrictions.    

As from 1 June 2021 up to date information about any 
changes to the Open Gardens will be available on the 

Visitor Information page of the 
Taynton village website at   

https://taynton.info/visitor-information 

CHIPPING NORTON THEATRE 
Readers of The Bridge are lucky enough to have a 
nationally acclaimed theatre just down the road. The 
Theatre Chipping Norton is a mixed arts venue, hosting, 
co-producing and supporting some of the most exciting, 
accessible and entertaining culture in the region. Its 
extensive community and education programmes engage 
with thousands of people each year through workshops, 
classes and creative projects. It has opened again with 
socially distanced seating and it is also running an 
exciting programme of open-air films and performances 
in some lovely venues, such as Pride and Prejudice at 
Broughton Castle on 9 July.  Check 
www.chippingnortontheatre‘ What’s On’ for their latest 
programme, to become a member or subscribe to their 
mailing list. 
Felicity Ziegler 

********************************************* 

SECURITY CAMERAS 
Security cameras are becoming an increasingly common 
sight on our homes and are no doubt a valuable way of 
maintaining security.  However a friend who knows 
about these things told us that there are limits on what 
you can do with them.  So we looked into this, and this 
is what we found. 
     Basically there is no problem if a camera only 
captures images within the boundary of your property, 
including your garden.  However, if 
it captures images of people outside 
that boundary, such as on the road 
outside, in shared spaces or in your 
neighbours’ homes or gardens, 
things become a little more 
complicated.  You can still use your 
camera but you have to do so in a 
way that complies with data protection laws.  (A camera 
for this purpose includes one fitted to a doorbell.) 
     The first requirement is that you will need to be able 
to show that you have a justifiable reason for capturing 
images outside your property so that you could explain 
this either to a person affected by the camera or the 
office of the Information Commissioner (ICO) who has 
the job of supervising such matters.  In other words, 
how can you show that capturing the images is more 
important than protecting the privacy of your neighbours 
or indeed anyone who may pass by your home? 
     There are other steps you should take.  You will need 
to put up a sign or signs saying that recording is taking 
place and explaining why.  Another is to ensure that you 
keep the images secure and that you don’t keep them 
longer than you reasonably need them, and to maintain a 
record of this.  You are also required to delete footage of 
people if they ask you to do so, unless you need it for a 
legal dispute.  
     There are other issues which need to be considered 
and there is not space to cover them all here.  If you 
need more information you can obtain it from the ICO’s 
website ico.org.uk 
Editors 

BURFORD CEMETERY 
We are experiencing a large number of glass vases on 
plots at the cemetery.  Terms and conditions of the 
cemetery are posted on the chapel doors and state that 
glass containers should not be used for safety reasons. 
Pots often get damaged when the grass contractors 
strim or mow the area.  Glass containers will be 
removed and kept safe for your collection.  If you wish 
to claim any glass container, please contact the Town 
Clerk on 823647
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9 June Virtual Lecture via Zoom 
Lecturer:“The Century of Robert Adam” with 

Janusz (Yanush) Karczewski-Slowikowski 

In the light of the Covid-19 pandemic and, until further 
notice, our lectures and other events are being presented 

via Zoom (see below for more information). 
This lecture will examine neo-classical furniture in the 
context of the grand houses and rooms for which it was 
intended. Adam’s name has become an epithet for his 
architectural and interior design work, which is 
characterised by a remarkable and often overwhelming 
expression of stylistic and chromatic unity. Neither a 
furniture designer nor maker, he did, however, design a 
number of pieces for specific locations within his room 
designs. His style was interpreted and adapted by 
celebrated cabinetmakers, who produced furniture that 
made “charming harmony” with his interiors. 

Janusz (Yanush) is a freelance lecturer and researcher in 
English furniture history and also an antique dealer. 
He has lectured on antique furniture since 1975 and 
featured in The Arts Society (NADFAS) Directory since 
1982. He has lectured to over 300 NADFAS societies 
including those in Australia, Belgium, France, Germany, 
The Hague and Spain. 
     For more information on how to join the Zoom 
lecture, please contact Lisa Etheridge on 01285 711805 
or email:  programme@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk. 
To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to 
keep abreast of any additional activities, please go to the 
website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk 
Carolyn Walton   

******************************************** 

To mark the start of the building conversion work, here is 
a selection of the most popular questions we are asked as 
more are wanting to become involved with the new 
Archive.  

Why does Burford need an Archive?  Spread 
throughout the town in private ownership, societies, 
organisations, town council etc. is a rich history and 
many stories of our town that it is important to collect, 
secure and make freely available for all to enjoy, before 
they are lost forever. 

Who paid for the building and why is there a flat? 
Falkland Hall Charity purchased the barn which will 
remain an asset for the charity, and be safeguarded from 
future sale. The flat, that is being paid for by the FHC, 
will generate an income to ensure the financial 
sustainability of the Archive. 

Who is the Archive really for? What’s in it for those 
families who have a long heritage in Burford? The 
Archive is for everyone who wants to get involved or 
attend the planned events. We hope you will share your 
personal family history with us for the benefit of the 
many generations to follow. 

What does the Archive plan to do and who can visit to 
view the contents? It will be a living Archive with wide-
ranging ambitions which has community involvement as 
a prime purpose, e.g. with a series of monthly events and 
roles to suit all age groups and all interests. 

What is the timetable envisaged? Building started on 
10  May and is scheduled to finish mid-December. The 
installation of fixtures and fittings and IT equipment will 
commence when the conversion is completed. 

What about children, will they be welcomed? 
Accompanied children are more than welcome and will 
be encouraged to get involved. There will be events 
specifically for children. School visits are an essential 
part of our plans. 
What opportunities will there be to help?  As the 
Archive begins to fill up, there will be ample opportunity 
to help identify, sort and catalogue. Local people with a 
long connection to Burford are so important when 
identifying people and events from our vast collection of 
images. 
Can I follow you and participate on social media? 
There is a Facebook site “Burford Archive” which since 
June has had a fresh post every day and attracted much 
additional information. You can also subscribe to the free 
monthly e-Archive News. 
Who can I contact if I have more questions? You can 
start with me, either by email at 
cohen4sp@btinternet.com or by phone 07899 837482. 

SPONSOR A ROOF TILE. There has been an excellent 
response. The opportunity to dedicate a slate is still open. 
One slate £10. Two slates £15. Three Slates £20. Contact 
cohen4sp@btinternet.com 

DIARY DATE FOR DONORS TO THE ARCHIVE   
Please keep 6 -8pm on Friday 30 July clear in your diary 
to join us for a special event to celebrate the progress we 
have made with our fundraising and hear our exciting 
future plans. 
David Cohen 



- 8 - 

 

As the new season unfolds, and building work starts on the 
new Burford Archive, we again appeal for volunteers to 
act as stewards at the Tolsey. Please contact Clendon 
Daukes if you would like to take part – 
cddaukes@gmail.com – or call at the museum to add your 
name to the rota.   

About 150 years before its 
twinning in 2001 with 
Potenza Picena, Burford 
already had a loose 
connection with Italy 
through the name J. 
Bartolla which appears on 
this barometer. Many 
Italian craftsmen left their 
homeland due to political 
unrest from the 1830s and 
travelled to find work in 
France, the Netherlands and 
the UK. Various others with 
the same surname are 
recorded on barometers 
from the Oxford and 
Witney area, and Italian 
names commonly occur on 
examples in many places 
elsewhere.   
Sometimes referred to in 
the past as a weather-glass 
or storm-glass, barometers 
are still a common sight in 
many homes, although they 
may not be consulted much 
these days to predict the 
weather - it is so much 
easier to switch on the radio 
or TV.  

This mid-19th Century 
wheel- or mercury-
barometer is of typical 
form, incorporating a 
thermometer, a hydrometer, 
and a level indicator in the 
lowest aperture where also 
the name of the maker is 
found. By this date it is 
likely that the individually-
named craftsman assembled 
the component parts 
supplied by wholesale 
manufacturers, rather than 
making them himself – 
there is so much similarity 
in overall production by 
various such ‘makers’. 

This example has possibly 
always stayed in the 

Windrush valley, having been acquired from the estate of 
Jim Lazenby, late of Little Barrington.  
Chris Walker - tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk 

COVID 19 – MY EXPERIENCE 
29 December 2020, a date forever etched on my mind. This 
is the date when, after feeling unwell, I went for a Covid 
test. The test itself was quick, painless and carried out very 
professionally. 
     Then the wait.......the text arrived  POSITIVE. Good 
way to start New Year....isolation. My wife got it too and 
lost her sense of taste and smell. She still hasn’t recovered 
either fully. 
     I was feeling like I had a very heavy dose of flu but my 
breathing was getting worse. A paramedic came to see me 
and checked me out and although my breathing wasn’t 
good, he told me to rest and take fluids and paracetamol. 
     The next day I was worse and when a different 
paramedic came, she didn’t hesitate in calling an 
ambulance. 

Thus Began The Worst 34 Days Of My Life 
On arrival at the JR in Oxford, I was given a battery of 
tests and oxygen ending up on an observation ward. That 
night I was moved to a high dependancy Unit. That was 
frightening, seeing all the doctors and nurses in their PPE 
looking like aliens.  
     Despite their appearance, their care was wonderful. The 
doctors contacted my wife every day to tell her of my 
condition  (as did I). They tried all sorts of equipment to try 
to boost my oxygen levels but after four days  it was 
decided to put me into an induced coma. 
     I vaguely remember phoning my wife and telling her 
not to worry, it would be ok and was for the best.  This was 
on 13 February. Again the staff, family liaison team and 
doctors kept my wife informed of my condition. On 21 
February my oxygen levels dipped dramatically and I was 
critically ill. The staff told my wife to be ready to come in 
to say goodbye. This was probably one of the worst days of 
her life. 
     Thankfully, I rallied and after checking I didn’t have 
any blood clots, they started to bring me round on 25 
Febraury. I don’t remember anything about that period 
except vivid dreams and nightmares. I was confused and 
couldn’t remember dates and places. 
     I spoke to my wife two days later. The next few days 
were quite frightening as I was at times delirious, agitated, 
frightened and wouldn’t speak to my wife. However my 
condition improved and the physios soon had me out of 
bed and slowly, day by day, I got stronger. 
     I was allowed home on 6 March, 34 days after being 
admitted. I was 2.5 stone lighter, was grey, tired, and as 
weak as a kitten. I am now on a long road to recovery. 
Each day, I get stronger and stronger. The brain fog has 
cleared a lot and my concentration is improving. 
     I just want to say a huge “Thank You” to all our family 
and friends who helped my wife through a very difficult 
time, especially when she thought I was going to die. 
     A huge “Thank You” from me to everyone for the get 
well cards and messages and to those who constantly ask 
after my health. 
     And finally, I cannot thank enough the dedicated 
doctors and nurses who saved my life at the JR.  Words 
cannot express my feelings. 

My message to everyone about Covid is :- 
It is not a game. It is not something that only affects 
someone else. Take precautions and have the jab! The risks 
are far greater from not having the jab. 
Covid does not only affect you but everybody around you. 
Chris Luca del Giudici, Asthall. 
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Annual Garden Party – 3-5pm Tuesday 15 June  

Our annual June event is our members only, Garden Party, 
which this year, courtesy of Michael Taubenheim and 
Christopher Moore, is being held in their beautiful garden 
at Greyhounds in Sheep Street.  
     Step inside the double doors, walk through the 
courtyards and the herbaceous terraces to reach us on 
the lawns and where you will be able to view the 
rolling Cotswolds and the Windrush valley. The 
Garden Party will be from 3 to 5pm  and refreshments 
will be served. 
     This event will definitely take place (regardless of 
the weather) because if necessary alternative covered 
facilities are available for all. Pre-registration, by 
simply clicking the button on our new website, is 
requested to assist us with the catering arrangements. 
     If you would like to join us that day, and you are 
not a member, there is still time to join. The annual 
membership fee is £10 and an application form can be 
downloaded from our new website. 

Introducing our new website 

Now, all you will ever need to know about our 
programme of events for the year, who we are, what we 
do and how you can join and benefit from being a 

member, can be seen on our all singing and dancing new 
site. It is all now there for you to discover on https://
www.burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 
     There are many new features including our latest news 
(or ‘blogs’ to some), a new gallery featuring photos of 
previous events, (are you on any of them?), even the last 
annual reports and accounts for those groupies for whom 
our annual AGM is one of the highlights of their year.  
     But that’s not all.  The new website incorporates 
facilities to register and pay for any events that need to be 
booked in advance and also to renew existing membership 
fees.  Additionally anyone can now register to receive the 
free monthly Burford & District e-Newsletter and join our 
mailing list, and if you are new to the town, you can also 
request your own copy of a Living in Burford Pack.  
As if all the above was not enough, you can now 
download a free ‘How to use Zoom’ guide, and enjoy the 
links to over 30 local societies and organisations. All this 
is why we are excited to share this news – have fun 
discovering everything. 
Peter, Chairman            peteremartin@btinternet.com 

MRS BUMBLES 
I’m very worried today. The French are threatening war 
over the Jersey fishing issue. Also a Chinese rocket is due 
to make an uncontrolled entry back to Earth. If it lands on 
the new post office (opening 1 June) I will be really 
annoyed.  
     But most worrying of all I have had a visit from an 
enforcement officer from the planning department at  
WODC. Apparently, I have been reported for building a 
third front door in Bumbles. I received a seven day letter 
stating that if I did not reply immediately I would be 
visited without warning. Scary stuff indeed. 
     Anyway, a very polite young man from WODC 
eventually called to investigate the situation. He was 
dressed as if he was about to visit Reactor 3 at Chenobyl 
which made conversation tricky. I explained that I had not 
built a third external door. He had a look round the outside 
of the building and he seemed happy enough except that 
he next wanted to inspect the inside of the building 
including upstairs.  To summarise the situation – he was 
now looking for an external door that  was invisible from 
outside but  was accessible from the inside of the building. 
If this door existed on the first floor it would open onto a 
15 foot drop onto the pavement. 
     He then looked in every room in the building including 
the toilet. There was only one room left to inspect: my 
office.  I explained that the dog was in my office. I told 
him that the dog was perfectly friendly but I advised him 
not to make any sudden movements. For some reason at 
that point he decided to terminate his visit. 
We said our goodbyes on the pavement. He told me he 
would pass the file onto a colleague who  might also want 
to visit to  inspect the attic. I don’t mind. I like visitors. So 
does the dog. 
Steve Colter 

Don’t forget to look at our website 
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk too for updates on 

local news, previous features and topical 
photographs 

And for more photos about Burford events do look 
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THE BUCK STOPS HERE 

The last trading bank in Burford, TSB, finally closed its 
doors on Monday 10 May. The building was originally 
constructed in 1878 as the County of Gloucester Bank.  

Whilst it is a great shame that Burford no longer has a 
bank, we are still very lucky that we have our post office 
adjacent to Mrs Bumbles’ shop in the Lower High Street 
where most transactions can still be made. This is thanks 
to the fortitude of all the local residents who supported 
the campaign for ‘Save Burford post office’. 
So, make sure you use our post office as much as you 
can as we need to keep this vital service for the town.  
I hope to all see you in the queue! 
We wish the former staff of the TSB bank good luck in 
their new jobs and careers and even in their retirements.  

Interestingly the site of the bank in Sheep Street was 
originally a bell foundry, run by Mr Thomas Bond, and 
then in the mid 1840s the foundation stone was laid on 
the site to build the first Burford Methodist church. But 
as the stone was being laid the Castle Mansion (the 
present Methodist church) came up for sale in the High 
Street. The only true baroque building in Burford. 
The Methodists decided to refurbish the mansion 
including dismantling its elaborate interior and selling 
off most of the grounds ,which would have gone back as 
far as Guildenford, to help pay for the restoration. 
Michael Taubenheim  

******************************************** 

FOSTER CARE 
The Oxfordshire Foster Care Association  (OFCA) are 
looking for new sponsorship for the activities they 
provide.  If your company or an individual would like to 
sponsor us, we'd love to hear from you. 
     Oxfordshire Foster Care Association... creating fun 
times for foster families and a voice for Oxfordshire 
foster carers.  OFCA supports and represents all of 
Oxfordshire County Council's approved foster carers.  
The aims of OFCA are to support not only foster carers 
and fostered children but also their birth families and 
fostering in general. 
     The association is run by a voluntary committee 
elected annually; all committee members are foster 
carers.  Approved foster carers are automatically given 
membership.  The committee act as a bridge between 
foster carers and the fostering service by sharing 
information.  We arrange and fund events for foster 
carers, their birth children and foster children, for 
example: 
*The Christmas pantomime 
*Football match tickets 
*National Trust visits 
*General Activities 

*General purchasing like push bikes, suitcases, laptops 
etc. and events specifically to support and recognise the 
part that birth children play in foster families. 
     The OFCA would in return advertise your business 
on our website www.ofca.info and on social media. The 
OFCA has charitable status, and we are embarking on a 
fund-raising programme and applying for grant aid from 
various funding bodies. 
     We are working hard to increase the number of 
organisations that can support us to provide more fun 
time activities for fostering families.   We hope to get 
more local businesses and organisations who can 
support us in whatever way they are able to. 
     We would also like schools to do fundraising for us 
during Foster Care fortnight 10-23 May 2021.  Please do 
get in touch! 
D.Light - Email media@ofca.info  07983327121 
Oxfordshire Foster Care Association. 

I’m seen holding a replica of a Burford bank note 
dated 1825 which was obviously issued by another 
bank here in Burford that preceded the TSB bank.
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WATER UNDER THE BRIDGE AT 
ASTHALL 

A lot of water has flowed under the bridge at Asthall 
since my mother first moved to the village in the 1980s. 
No walk was ever complete without leaning over the stone 
parapet to peer at the fish below. In the depths, brown 
trout languished while shoals of minnows darted around 
the shallows. Sometimes, a flash of turquoise could be 
seen as a kingfisher dived from the weeping willow 
branches and emerged with its catch. The river was 
teeming with life. 
     In recent years, however, the water has appeared 
murkier, fish sightings were rare and we have not spotted 
any kingfishers for some time. The reports of pollution 
facing this stretch of the Windrush offered a possible, 
although sad, explanation.  
     Resuming our walks after months of lockdown, one of 
the first things we noticed was that the water running 
under the bridge seemed clearer. This view was supported 
by a chance meeting with Ashley and Soraya, members of 
the WASP (Windrush Against Sewage Pollution) team 
who were carrying out a survey of the invertebrates in the 
riverbed. They kindly showed us some of their finds.  

Among the specimens collected were caddisfly larvae. 
These larvae are hard to spot with an untrained eye as at 
first glance they just look like bits of debris. This is 
because they construct a cocoon using silk-like secretions 
to weave together small pieces of gravel, sand or 
vegetation. As caddisfly larvae require well oxygenated, 
clean water to survive, their presence is an exciting 
discovery.  
     Mayfly larvae, also known as nymphs, with their 
distinctive feathery tails, were also found in the silt. Like 
the caddisfly, the mayfly larvae require a good-quality 
aquatic environment in order to thrive; here they feed on 
algae and bits of vegetation before emerging as adults for 
their brief time in the sun.  
     Caddisflies and mayflies, both as larvae and adults, 
play an important role in the ecology of the river, 
providing a key source of food for fish, birds and bats. 
Despite this, there is no denying that it can be annoying if 
a swarm of mayflies descends just as you are enjoying a 
drink by the river on a balmy evening, but viewing them 
as a sign of hope provides some consolation.  

While it is still early days, these positive indications 
reflect the efforts of those at WASP as well as others in the 
local community. May this good work continue so that the 
water flowing under the bridge will brim with life and 
vitality well into the future. 
Lesley Gray 

CHARITY CRICKET MATCH 

Swinbrook Cricket Club and Burford Fire Station will 
be holding a Charity Cricket Match and a Fun Day on 
Sunday 11 July 2021 at Swinbrook Cricket Ground, 

OX18 4DX. 

Charity Cricket Match starting at 2pm in aid of SeeSaw.  
This charity provides grief support for children, young 
people and their families in Oxfordshire.  Through 
appropriate and timely support, SeeSaw can help to 
reduce the  emotional, psychological and mental health 
consequences of bereavement.  Young people are then 
able to face the future with hope. 

Registered charity no: 1076321 
Paul Andrew 

******************************************** 

A SPECIAL OCCASION CAKE 
As mentioned in the May 
issue, Pamela Wilson is 
offering hand-made, miniature 
cakes to local people who may 
need some comfort or a treat.    
There is no charge and if you 
would like to find out more do 
contact Pamela  
thecakenetwork1@gmail.com 

or   07549 199709 

********************************************* 
FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY 

It seems we are going to have to be patient. The library 
is open for a limited service of Click and Collect. It is 
being staffed by our loyal library manager, Carol-Amy, 
as we have not yet established our volunteer 
programme. Hats off to Liz Deverson who has kept the 
volunteers informed of the new safety measures with 
which they will have to comply and members of the 
committee who have had to master Zoom and 
Messenger in order to take part in virtual meetings: we 
are all 'techies' now! 
Elizabeth Mortimore 
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ALICE’S BOOK GROUP 
Elizabeth Taylor, 1912-1975, is lauded as one of the 
finest novelists of the 20th Century, and as most of us 
were dismally ignorant of her work, Alice’s Book Group 
decided that we each should make our own choice.   
     Mrs Palfrey at the Claremont, written in the early 
1970s,  came out as one of the best choices. It is full of 
acute observations and rounded characters. There even 
appears to be a sly reference to the “other “ Elizabeth 
Taylor in the mention of “the blowsy Mrs Burton” 
visiting the Claremont Hotel. It was released as a film in 
2005. 
     The View from the Harbour, c.1947 was also received 
quite well, confirming Taylor’s excellent observational 
narrative skill; not a lot happens, but the emotions and 
activities of a small community are examined and one 
reader was enthusiastic, believing it a book that could 
“easily transcend time.” Conversely another thought that 
it was a book of its time, to its detriment, and “the 
characters were well drawn but had no oomph!”  
     The Soul of Kindness: “Dull story, well written.” 
Sleeping Beauty received a similar review. 
     Angel was also produced as a film,  in 2007, and it 
appears that it had a modicum of vitality as the author 
brings to life her characters, whereas the verdict on 
Game of Hide and Seek was that it left the reader 
unimpressed: “Unbelievably dull - if she (Taylor) is 
good, it is because she writes well about dull people.” 
     I selected the Complete Short Stories, and like 
everyone else was impressed by the writing, however, 
the emotions of the subjects are dissected so starkly, and 
most of the stories are so bleak it was difficult to finish 
them all. Perhaps a novel would have drawn me in, but I 
suspect from the opinions of the group it would not. It is 
striking that a woman who lived through a period when 
so many social boundaries were upset, and was an 
avowed socialist, should write so much about the middle 
classes – maybe that is why she dissects her characters 
so coldly. In view of the high opinion of Elizabeth 
Taylor held by the literati, I felt I must be inadequate 
and missing something special, however as only one 
member of the group would recommend this author, 
perhaps not. 
The Waterfall by Margaret Drabble is our next selection, 
another book mainly about emotions, so we will see if it 
is better received. 
Veral Marshall 

CAROLINE’S CLASSICS 

The Tortoise And The Hare by Elizabeth Jenkins 

This story of a curious love triangle is told in a masterly 
understated way. Jenkins’ mannered, calm and didactic 
style, reflecting her upper middle-class characters’ 
conventional lives, could initially put an impatient 
reader off. But this is an astonishingly agonising slow-
burner, littered with compelling clues, symbolism and 
nuances. And as these artful style devices build up, you 
want to scream with frustration!  

This frustration is mainly aimed at the beautiful but 
submissive Imogen, wife of magnetic and handsome KC 
Evelyn Gresham, who exists to be ‘useful’ to him. It’s 
post Second World War, romantic and sensitive Imogen’s 
happily negated her own personality to serve her husband 
in their idyllic country house. The author writes: “There 
never was a doubt in her mind that to meet his demands 
was the most absorbing and the most valuable end to 
which her energies could be used. She tried hard to 
foresee what should be done and to carry out his requests; 
but she never acquired that unthinking grasp of practical 
matters that creates confidence.” Although aware of her 
own domestic shortcomings and fading looks, passive 
Imogen fails to grasp the deteriorating relationship with 
her partner and her disdainful son Gavin. 
     Cue the couple’s frumpy but supremely capable 
spinster of a neighbour, Blanche Silcox. The antithesis of 
Imogen, this masculine ‘huntin’, shootin’ and fishin’ 
woman could hardly be a rival, surely? Initially, Imogen 
is scornful and disbelieving. Jenkins writes: “She could 
not have said exactly when she had become aware of how 
often their neighbour Blanche Silcox’s name occurred in 
Evelyn’s conversation as that of a woman immensely 
knowledgeable on rural topics, whose opinions on the 
ethics of tied cottages, drainage and poultry-keeping for 
profit called forth respectful agreement.” 
     However the plodding and sensible Blanche 
insidiously manages to become an indispensable and 
alluring part of self-centred Evelyn’s life. The ‘race’ of 
the book’s title is on. 
     Imogen’s blinkered persona begins to be slowly 
chipped away. The calculated campaign assumes sinister 
proportions as she comes to dread the ‘distant hum of a 
powerful’ Rolls Royce, in which Blanche drives Evelyn 
to London and the ‘sharp ring’ of her constant phone 
calls. It is a masterclass in psychological warfare over a 
weak man. 
     Jenkins presents an unsettling study of the balance of 
power between men and women and the nature of love. 
Yet the unexpected conclusion is unforgettably moving. 
Caroline Fisher 

GRANTS FROM BUSWT 
  The Burford Upton & Signet Welfare Trust (BUSWT) 
is a local charity set up many years ago to aid the 
welfare of people living in these areas. The trust has a 
modest annual income of approximately £2,500 from 
investments and donations. 
  If you or if you know of someone who might benefit 
from a small grant from the charity, please get in 
touch.  Recent grants have included: 
·       paying a bill 
·       purchasing something for the home 
·       buying a child’s school uniform 
·       equipment needed for school/university 
  
Please contact the secretary, Christine Brown, 
07971679116, christineibrown7@gmail.com  
All requests are kept confidential. 
Christine Brown - Secretary of BUSWT
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 To quote John Steinbeck, “in early June the world of 
leaf and blade and flowers explodes and every sunset is 
different”.  How wonderful it feels to see the sun pour 
into the bookshop window and look out on Burford 
High Street and see people smiling and hugging.  We are 
so very lucky to work and live in such a vibrant town 
that is not only a wonderful place for visitors but also a 
real community.  Thank you to you all for supporting the 
bookshop and keeping the light of indie booksellers 
burning bright. 
     Spring has been a busy month for authors and 
publishers and we are delighted to bring you new stock 
every day including many editions signed by the author, 
from Hollywood actor Ethan Hawke to national treasure 
Monty Don. 
     As well as bringing you all the latest releases we are 
working hard on the inaugural Burford Literary Festival 
taking place in September. What better way to celebrate 
life, come together as a community and to hear the 
stories and ideas from our favourite literati and 
bibliophiles? 
     Information and tickets are available at our website 
www.burfordlitfest.co.uk or you can pop in and see us. 

     The Midnight Library by Matt Haig continues to be 
our best seller and if you have yet to read it then I most 
heartily recommend it. Maybe it is the season but my 
current favourite shelf is Nature: Birdsong In A Time of 
Silence by Steven Lovatt, The Screaming Sky by Charles 
Foster, Diary of A Naturalist by Dara McNulty and 
Plants That Cure, to name a few. 
We look forward to seeing you in the bookshop soon. 
Kim 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what 
can and cannot be published is final.   In particular, they will edit or 
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal 
attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially 
defamatory.   Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their 
own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does 
not indicate that the editors agree with them.  Items may also be 
edited for clarification or length and may be rejected.  Where items 
or services are offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is 
responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of 
good quality.   The editors may refuse to publish advertisements or 
other statements about unsuitable items or services.   The Bridge 
does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of advertisements and 
does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised.   All 
items submitted for inclusion must give the name and address of the 
writer and an email address or telephone number.  By submitting any 
article, announcement, letter or advertisement to The Bridge you are 
deemed to have agreed to the above. 

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge 
Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on 
our website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk 

BURFORD PRE-SCHOOL  
We have recently welcomed six new children to our pre-
school and are very proud to see how well they have 
settled in so quickly. 

We are very lucky to have such a beautiful woodland 
area at our pre-school, where the children spend endless 
hours exploring and letting their imaginations take over. 
With such beautiful grounds, we have taken full 
advantage to spend quality time outside, climbing trees, 
making concoctions in our mud kitchen and taking part 
in various adapted forest school activities. The children 
were particularly interested in learning about the 
lifecycle of a frog, whilst observing real life tadpoles. 
     There are so many benefits of spending quality time 
outdoors. Those learning outdoors develop their 
creativity, problem-solving, independence, confidence 
and more. 
     As always, we welcome parents to contact us to 
arrange a viewing. We are currently enlisting children 
for placements from September 2021. 
Ola Caless = Burford Pre-School:- 01993 824031 

NEW TO BURFORD AND AREA?

Welcome.  The Burford & District Society will be 
happy to deliver your free copy of the ‘Living in 

Burford & District’ Pack with details of many of the 
town’s local facilities, clubs and societies.   Simply 

email your name and address to: 
pwoxfordshire@gmail.com

- 13 - 



BURFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skipping into summer 
The children and staff at Burford Primary School 
welcomed Dan the Skipping Man to join them on 
Wednesday 5 May for a fun-filled skipping morning. 
Each class had a session with Dan, utilising the school’s 
fantastic outdoor space. They began by learning some 
basic skipping skills, games and tricks to help build their 
confidence before some had a go with the multiple 
skipping ropes.  

The children had a brilliant day developing skills in the 
perfect socially distanced activity. Dan was really 
knowledgeable and supportive and encouraged those 
who were reluctant to have a go. 
     The skipping buzz was shared at home with parents 
feeding back how excited their children were about 
skipping and that it was great to organise a positive, fun 
outdoor activity! 
It was great to have an activity which the whole school 
could be involved in during these difficult times. We 
really value the importance of outdoor learning at 
Burford Primary School, and it was wonderful to be able 
to help to inspire our children to be active and healthy. 
Adam Clark - Headteacher 

BURFORD SCHOOL: 450TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS  

With lockdown restrictions easing, we are delighted to 
be able to launch the celebrations for our 450th year. 
This is an exceptional milestone and places us amongst 
the very oldest schools in the country.  
     From just a handful of boys, based in what is now 
our Boarding House, the school has grown to its current 
strength of over 1450 students, with many exciting and 
noteworthy moments along the way - not least the 
inclusion of girls in 1925.  
     Today demand for places at Burford is extremely 
high and our students take great pride in attending the 
school. Whether you are one of our alumni, or simply a 
keen supporter of our historic school, we very much 
hope you will join us at one or more of the events we 
shall be holding in celebration of our anniversary from 
September.  

Dates for your diary:  
Alumni 450th Birthday Reunion – September 2021 
Christmas Music and Readings at the Sheldonian 
Theatre, Oxford – December 2021 
We are delighted to be gathering our hugely successful 
Community Choir together once again to perform at our 
Christmas evening at the Sheldonian Theatre.  If you are 
interested in taking part (no auditions), please email Mrs 
Helen Jenkins BIM@burford.oxon.sch.uk and she will 
keep you posted with the rehearsal dates which begin in 
September. 
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk twitter: @burfordschool 
Sarah Duckworth 

********************************************* 
NEW BUSINESS IN BURFORD 

New Slipper Shop In Burford 
Michael Lewis has recently taken a small store and 
showroom in Taylors Row, Burford High Street, just 
behind Lynwood and Co. Cafe.  He started the luxury 
hotel slipper company mosii-england last year just prior 
to the pandemic hitting. He is a footwear designer by 
trade and moved to Fulbrook back in 2011 from London 
after an extensive career in the luxury footwear industry. 
Having held directorship roles at Louis Vuitton in Paris, 
Burberry London and Tom Ford, he decided to relocate 
to the Cotswolds and work as an independent footwear 
designer. 
michael lewis - founder-creative director 
********************************************* 

STRANGE MOVE 
Congratulations to the Revd. Oliver 
Strange, curate in the Burford 
Benefice, on his appointment as vicar 
of the Evenlode Vale benefice.  This 
encompasses several villages 
including Bledington, Broadwell and 
the Oddingtons.  Oliver and Lucie 
will be moving to their new parish 
later this year. 
Editors 
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JAM TODAY, JAM TOMORROW? 
As you have doubtless noticed, traffic is back.  You can 
be forgiven for thinking it had gone away.  Various 
roadworks in Burford High Street, by the top school and 
in Shilton Road have added to congestion and led to 
some drivers diverting through the lesser roads of the 
town.  On the positive side, the HGV ban has greatly 
reduced the number of lorries going along the High 
Street and The Hill. 
     The eventual completion of the Shilton Road 
development will put more cars on the road.  A 
conservative estimate suggests that at least 170 or so 
more vehicles will use that road plus various 
contractors, delivery vans and other visitors to the site.     
The 30mph limit has been extended southwards along 
Shilton Road by 170m and some fairly gentle “speed 
cushions” have been placed on the road.  However there 
are no new arrangements to help drivers negotiate a 
right turn from Shilton Road onto the A40.  There will 
be a puffin crossing (i.e. controlled by traffic lights) to 
enable pedestrians to cross the A40 and a temporary 
crossing is already in place. 

Moving east, planning permission has been given for a 
new park and ride site for 850 vehicles near Eynsham 
which will be combined with new bus lanes along the 
A40 towards Oxford, completing in late 2024.  It is 
hoped to bring it into service in the autumn of 2024.  To 
provide access to the site, a new roundabout will be built 
on the A40.  Views differ on whether this will make a 
significant difference to the volume of traffic. 
     Going even further east, planning permission has also 
been granted for Oxford North, a new life science 
district for Oxford.  This is intended to include 480 new 
homes and 87,000 sq. m. of laboratories and working 
spaces and to provide 4,500 new jobs.  It will be situated 
roughly speaking behind the BMW showroom and the 
the petrol station on the north side of the A40.   If you 
have driven that way you will have seen that work has 
already started on widening the A40 between Duke’s 
Cut and the Wolvercote roundabout.  The plans don’t 
include any provision for a direct link between the A40 
and the A44 by-passing the Wolvercote roundabout.  
Such a road was identified in the WODC local plan as a 
future “strategic linkage” but OCC, the highways 
authority, decided to “pause development” of this 
project and instead to redirect funds to improvements at 
Oxford station. 
Editors 

AN IMAGE FROM A LOST AGE 

The remarkable photograph above appears to have been 
taken around 1869 and shows four farm workers who 
were employed at Widford for many years.  The man on 
the left holding a crook is Charles Godwin.  The 
certificate below shows that he had worked for Charles 
Secker for 47 years.  He eventually clocked up 60.  The 
other standing figure holding a brass-bound carter’s 
whip is Amos Rose who served for 42 years.  The seated 
man on the left holding a flail is William Robins and the 
one in the tall hat is Joseph Godwin.  It is not known 
how long they worked but all four received awards for 
long service. 

     The amount of detail in the main photograph is 
amazing given its age and the fact that the original was 
printed on a 3.5 in. x 2.5 in. visiting card. 
Images and information kindly provided by Pete Gould 
and Chris Walker respectively.  For an updated version 
of the photo also by Pete Gould please see next page  

An impression of what the park and ride roundabout 
might look like, remarkably free of traffic.
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OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT 
OCC ELECTIONS 

First of all, I wanted to thank the 
readers of The Bridge and the 
residents of Burford and the 
Windrush Valley villages for their 
support in the OCC elections and I 
look forward to being your county 
councillor for the next four years. 
Thank you. 

SAVING OUR WINDRUSH - UPDATE 
On Monday 11 May, we visited the Burford/Fulbrook 
sewage works, arranged by Ashley Smith of WASP, with 
both myself and the Burford Town Council which 
included the new Burford mayor, Peter Higgs.  
The purpose of the visit was to inspect the new building 
works at the plant which formed the new reed beds. There 
are two large reed beds measuring 32 metres x 11 metres 
each. They were built at a cost of £195,000.  This should 
add an extra natural filter system to the waste water.  Only 
time will tell how effective they will prove to be.    

The storm tanks and drainage remain separate and do not 
lead into the reed beds.  So the mechanism to dump 
untreated sewage remains the same but a time laser 
camera negotiated by WASP is in place on the discharge 
point to monitor the situation. 

New reed bank at Burford/Fulbrook Sewage works. 

Burford Sewage Works with a Nocardia (bacteria) 
problem which can affect effluent standards 

Photographs courtesy of WASP (WINDRUSH AGAINST 
SEWAGE POLLUTION) www.windrushwasp.org. 
We will continue to criticise Thames Water for its 
continual dumping of raw sewage into our rivers, 
especially for the long-term events which, when caused by 
groundwater infiltration (as many are) are, according to 
the Environment Agency, not legally permitted. Now that 
we have professional testing equipment in the Windrush 
which can monitor the excess discharges, this will 
effectively create a great deterrent to pollution from any 
source in place. 

Now that Covid seems to be in decline, let us hope we can 
look forward to an enjoyable summer. 
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson nfjuk3@gmail.com 
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

********************************************* 
NEW RULES ON WOOD-BURNING 

STOVES 
Curbs on the sale of house coal and wet wood for 
household burning in England have come into force under 
new rules aimed at cutting air pollution. These are the first 
restrictions on what people can burn in their homes since 
the Clean Air Acts of the 1950s. 
     Our air is far cleaner now, but in recent years pollution 
from log burners has increased dramatically. 
Only 8% of households use them, but they are now the 
biggest source of the tiny pollution particles that are most 
damaging to health according to the government data 
which shows that domestic wood burning in both closed 
stoves and open fires was responsible for 38% of pollution 
particles under 2.5 microns in size, three times more than 
road traffic.  These tiny particles can enter the bloodstream 
and lodge in lungs and other organs, the Department for 
Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) warns, and 
have been identified by the World Health Organisation as 
the most serious air pollutant for human health. 
     Log burners and open fires are not being banned, but 
the government says users will have to buy dry wood or 
manufactured solid fuels which produce 
less smoke.  It says both options are just 
as easy to source and more efficient to 
burn, making them much cleaner and 
more cost effective.  Defra claims 
burning dry wood produces more heat 
and less soot than wet wood and can 
reduce emissions by up to 50%. 

********************************************* 

RECOGNISE ANYONE? 

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Valedictory Thanks 
The staff at the VIC would like to thank all Burford 
residents for their support over the years, and in 
particular Peter Martin of the Burford and District 
Society and  John White, the mayor, who lent their 
support to our bid to stay open. We are all very sorry 
that we cannot continue in our role of welcoming 
visitors to Burford. 
Alison Hughes  

Cash point machines. 
I was wondering what plan Burford Town Council have 
to provide additional cash point machines. In the last 
couple of years Burford has lost all of the pavement 
located machines. Perhaps whilst painting the Tolsey a 
cashpoint could be installed under the canopy. What a 
great gift that would be to the local community and 
herald a new era of forward thinking from Burford 
Town Council. 
Andy Chapman 

********************************************* 
WITNEY POLICE STATION TO LOSE 

FRONT COUNTER 
Thames Valley Police have announced 
that they are closing the “front 
counters”, the bits where you can walk 
into the police station and talk to them, 
at a number pf places including Witney, 
Bicester and their headquarters in 
Kidlington.  Those at Witney and 
Bicester have been closed since the start 
of the pandemic in March 2020 and the 
closure will be now be permanent. 
     The only front counters in 
Oxfordshire will be at Oxford, 
Abingdon and Banbury.  TVP say that 
they are “adapting to the different ways people now 
wish to make contact with us to ensure we continue to 
meet the changing needs of the diverse communities we 
serve.”  Also that “These changes do not affect police 
officer numbers nor the number of operational police 
bases so you will not experience any difference in the 
ongoing commitment we have to visible policing in our 
Thames Valley communities.” 
     The changes are subject to a public consultation but 
the wording of the announcement reads as if the 
outcome of that is not open to much doubt. 
Editors 

Cotswold Festival of Motoring Returns on  
Sunday 26 September 2021 

The Cotswold Festival of Motoring is a fantastic day out 
for all the family.  This year it will take place at Bourton 
Vale Cricket Club on Sunday 26 September (10.00 am – 
4.00pm).  For the car enthusiast there will be 180 
vintage, classic, sports cars and super cars.  You will be 
able to vote for your favourite car in ‘The People’s 
Concourse’.  

Motion Picture Motors will be there with cars from your 
favourite TV shows and movies such as the Bullitt 
Mustang and Dodge Charger from the iconic 1968 
movie’s car chase.   Live music will be provided by 
Paige and the Red Shift during the day.  There will be a 
bar, food stalls and entertainment for the kids including 
a free climbing wall, make and take craft stall and a 
make-up artist and retail stalls too. 
     Tickets cost £8 for adults and £2 for children, with a 
family ticket costing £20.  If you book your tickets in 
advance from TicketSource (www.ticketsource.co.uk or 
click on the QR code below) you will get a 20% 
discount. 
The event is being run by North Cotswolds Rotary and 
Rotary in the Rissingtons.  We would like to thank Brio 
Retirement Living for sponsoring this event.  All profits 
will go to Mind.  If you would like to exhibit a car or for 
more information on the event please go to 
www.cotswoldfestivalofmotoring.org.   
Steve Smith 
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THE BRIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL 
ESSAY COMPETITION 

We announced in our April edition that we were holding 
this competition in conjunction with Burford School.  
Entrants were invited to submit an essay on one of 
several subjects, divided between years 7 to 10 and 
years 11 to 13.  The judges were Lucy Staveley, 
organiser of the 2020 tree planting challenge; Ashley 
Smith, founder of Windrush Against Sewage Pollution; 
Ashley Count of the Burford School environmental 
group; and the editors. 
We received a number of entries and the standard was 
very high.  We are pleased to announce that the winners 
are Jennifer Sawitzki in the year 11 to 13 category and 
Isabelle Rose-Leahy in the year 7-10 group.  Each will 
receive a prize of £50.  Jennifer’s winning essay appears 
below and Isabelle’s will be published in our July 
edition.  
Five other essays which were close runners-up can be 
found on our website thebridgeburford.co.uk. These are 
by Luca-Louis Scott  and Mimi Beale (years 11-13) and 
Kenya Morena, Ava Wilson and Beatrix Rose-Leahy 
(years 7-10).  Beatrix’s essay on the case for 
reintroducing fairies to the Cotswolds was praised for its 
originality and its entertaining qualities.  We encourage 
you to read them all. 

Climate change: what can we do? 
If we don’t tackle climate change now, the backlash will 
be catastrophic. Now, I know you’ve probably heard all 
this before, and you’ve likely been lectured 
on it too much than you’d like, but it is 
really a huge issue; not just another trendy 
activism thing to be brushed under the 
carpet. It will affect whole ecosystems, 
generations to come, and current 
generations. Even the big money-makers 
and their huge companies’ finances will 
suffer. 
To start off, let me elaborate on the ironic 
effect of climate change on business (or 
more suitably, business’ effect on climate 
change). What makes this ironic is how the 
most ‘eco-friendly’ big companies, like 
Shell, are the most damaging.  I’m 
choosing to talk about these big companies 
early on, firstly, because workers for these 
companies are often blind sighted to its 
consequences because, secondly, they 
profit off environmental damage, and 
thirdly, they’ve covered up the huge amount of 
greenhouse gasses they release into the atmosphere. The 
sheer volume of pollutants the biggest companies have 
released in the last 30 years is equivalent to seven 
hundred billion elephants. Can you imagine that? Some 
of the companies releasing these almost unimaginable 
emissions are: Chevron, Exxon Mobil, BP, (Royal 
Dutch) Shell, and Abu Dhabi National Oil Co.  
But what can we do? 

Frankly, being vegan arguably (and scientifically) is the 
best way to reduce your impact. Now, I’m not here to 
shame, guilt-trip, or offend anyone. I’ve likely already 
offended many of you by just simply saying I was a 
negligible member of Extinction Rebellion for a few 
months, and presumably a lot more of you by coming 
out as a vegan. 
“But that’s too much of a change to make!”, “Free 
range is great!”, “I can’t stop buying fuel…I have a car, 
need to actually drive places, and can’t just hug trees all 
day!” 
I know, I know. Lucky for you, little and often is the 
best way to go. If you can’t stick to a different diet all 
the time, that’s okay! Maybe go for a walk around your 
town with a friend instead of driving to some 
picturesque spot; explore a local street you’ve never 
been down before. Without trying to push anything on 
you: try a lentil lasagne, attempt to master a chickpea 
omelette recipe, buy nut milk instead of cow’s once a 
week. Looking into these, as well as documentaries 
easily available on Netflix, YouTube, etc., has really 
widened my perspective on the little things as well as 
big issues (and, excluding breakfast, I used to devour 
chicken at just about every single meal). 
Additionally, I recommend Earthlings or Cowspiracy if 
you’d like a shock one night. Admittedly, these may be 
perceived as vegan propaganda (they’re not, even 
though the reality of the ‘organic’, ‘free range’ farms 
shown seem unreal), but the effect that a little meat a 
little too often has on the environment is almost 

unimaginable. 
The newly released Seaspiracy is also 
fantastic, and some of the points it makes 
are good for your wallet as well as the 
environment. One thing it mentions often 
is how simply eating less fish is much 
better than investing into a pricey £12.99 
set of metal straws to offset the plastic 
ones. It is very informative – the opposite 
of propaganda; backed up with lots of 
statistics from reputable studies and 
universities. 
On the other hand, if you can’t bear to 
watch those, their main motif is: if we 
don’t reduce our carbon and methane (4x 
more potent than CO2) emissions, a whole 
range of fun things could happen…Species 
used to colder environments will move 
closer to the equator (think of the recent 
Arctic walrus ‘Wally’ found in Wales in 

March this year), water levels will rise due to melting 
ice caps, ergo polar bears will drown due to a lack of 
those ice caps and will have no energy to swim due to 
their depleting food sources, your favourite coastal 
towns that you visit in the summer will become the next 
Atlantises, and hotter places will become hotter, and 
colder places will become colder (remember the extreme 
heatwave last year, and the extreme change of weather 
we had this Easter?). The list goes on. 

Jennifer Sawitzki
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However, once again, doing small things (albeit over a 
long period) really can help. I’ve seen a few groups 
(pre-coronavirus) on Facebook jogging and picking up 
litter simultaneously. Although a Walkers packet on the 
side of the road might not seem dangerous - just ugly - it 
is. Over time if it isn’t picked up, it will likely end up in 
our local Windrush river. This is another issue (like 
global warming) that will make ecosystems eventually 
collapse. Lots of people doing lots of little things to 
help, or to hinder, will (and has) had an enormous effect 
on nature. 
Anyway, back to the documentaries – how come we 
never hear about these incredibly shocking statistics and 
images from the government, only small filmmakers 
partnering with Netflix as a one-off? One major reason 
could be because not enough people have publicly 
jumped on that bandwagon yet (if someone you’re close 
with was presenting you the information found in 
documentaries, would you consider changing more?). 
But why can’t it be you, and why isn’t it the norm 
already if being vegan and ‘living sustainably’ is so 
incredible? 
Well, the simple answer is money. But luckily, the 
answer is also money. The government pays people 
involved with ‘traditional’ British agriculture subsidies 
in order to keep their business afloat. This lowers prices 
and therefore makes items such as cow’s milk less costly 
than almond milk, and in turn makes it so much more 
accessible, when in reality the market for almond milk is 
growing and is far more profitable for everyone. 
A chief reason why vegan and more eco-friendly 
products and produce are more money is because of 
government subsidies. But the recent subsidies pumped 
into the UK’s dairy industry (the money comes from our 
tax, by the way) are almost pointless. They keep farmers 
going, yes, but we actually lose money by doing this. 
According to NIESR*, up to 50% of money received by 
farmers is in subsidies. The industries for meat, each 
type of dairy, and fish are falling and losing to plant-
based alternatives (a google search will show you that, 
yes, they do contain enough protein, and yes, they may 
actually be better for your body). 
Although this obsolescence may seem unfortunate and 
as if it cannot change, things are looking up. A lot of 
things, actually. Farmers have started to diversify into 
plant milk using subsidies from some charities and 
organisations due to a lack of profit from cow’s milk. 
This means they can keep farming on the same part of 
land, keep passing it down to generation to generation, 
and keep doing what they love. 
Another positive still allows farmers to keep their cows. 
A study focusing to reduce beef, veal, and dairy 
emissions showed that by adding a minuscule amount of 
a certain type of seaweed – Asparagopsis – to their diet 
cuts their flatulence, and therefore emissions, down by 
98%. 98%! For some perspective, the US 
Environmental Protection Agency recorded that the 
agriculture and forestry sector of the economy is 
responsible for 24% of total global greenhouse gas 
emissions. Transportation worldwide only makes up 
14%. 

With all these facts, figures, and my personal take on 
things (that I’ve tried to make as non-biased as 
possible), it is up to you to make sure there is a future. 
Do you want your grandchildren to have one? 
Jennifer Sawitzki 
*National Institute of Economic and Social Research, (Climate Accountability 
Institute, 2019), (‘Adding Red Seaweed to Cow Feed Could Cut Bovine 
Flatulence’, NPR, Tim Flannery – scientist at the University of Melbourne) 

********************************************* 

NEW GREEN GROUP? 
We're looking for like-minded souls with a view to 
forming a nascent green group in Burford to meet on an 
occasional basis and committed to combating/offsetting 
carbon emissions. Areas we could look at include: 
• Recycling events 
• Repair workshops 
• Litterpicks 
• Tree-planting 
and, perhaps more ambitiously, obtaining funding 
through the Low Carbon Hub in Oxford for solar 
installations on some of our public buildings. No 
experience necessary, just enthusiasm!  

Please get in touch if you're interested or just curious as 
to what it might entail; my email address is 
andy.hayter@gmail.com 

********************************************* 
KEEP BRITAIN TIDY CAMPAIGN 

The campaign is a key milestone in Keep Britain Tidy’s 
calendar, highlighting the problem of litter in the 
environment, and brings thousands of people together 
from across the nation each year to do something 
positive about clearing it up. 
According to Keep Britain Tidy, four fifths of 
participants in last year’s clean up event reported an 
increased sense of pride for their local area while 79% 
agreed volunteering helped improve their mood. 
For 2021, the charity is calling on an army of volunteer 
‘litter heroes’ to help them achieve a collective target of 
a million miles of litter picking 
(#MillionMilesMission).  Members of the public can 
register, by pledging how many minutes or hours they 
will commit to undertake by visiting 
www.keepbritaintidy.org.  The collection service will 
apply to non-hazardous, general litter that can be easily 
contained within a black rubbish sack.  Residents should 
report in incidents of fly tipping separately to the 
Council rather than attempt to move these themselves so 
that any potential evidence remains undisturbed. This 
can be done on the Council’s new website - https://
www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/fly-tipping/ .
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BURFORD SCOUT GROUP UPDATE 

After what has seemed a very long year in the Scouting 
calendar it has been nice to have the children back at the 
hut and filling the evening air with laughter, a little bit of 
shouting and on occasion wood smoke. After a lot of Zoom 
meetings we were encouraged with the number of children 
who hung in there waiting to be able to go back face to 
face. Unfortunately Beavers has had to close owing to a 
leader shortage but the other three sections are going 
strong. We currently have 21 Cubs, 24 Scouts and 12 
Explorers. As with all volunteer organisations we are 
constantly looking for adults to bolster our numbers in 
either a leader or executive committee capacity. All 
volunteering is adaptable to the life commitments people 
already have. You don't need to have children of scouting 
age to get involved. A love of the outdoors and an 
enthusiasm to bring out the best in a child is all you need.  
     The Explorers are looking for a small community 
project they could do on their meeting evening which is 
every other Tuesday. This could be either before the six 
week holidays or in the autumn. 
     We are hoping the car boot sales will return properly on 
August bank holiday Monday. 

Following pre-pandemic photos taken at Youlbury Scout 
Centre 

 

Group contacts 
Explorers - 14-18 years - leegaffney48@hotmail.com 
Scouts - 10.5- 14 years - burfordgsl@gmail.com 
Cubs - 8- 10.5 years - burfordgsl@gmail.com 
General group enquiries - burfordgsl@gmail.com 
Chris Goodwin 

The following poster was spotted by Nigel Barraclough 
while cycling near Chartres.  Presumably he didn’t find 
out.

THE BRIDGE TEAM 
As well as a  large number of valuable, helpful 
distributors,  the Bridge Team  consists of: 

Advertising Manager      Stephen Richards 
Commercial Artist      David Mostyn 
Editors        Gordon and Elaine Elliot 
Founder/Chief Distributor  Clendon Daukes 
Proof Reader       Judy Cumming 
Website and IT Adviser      Pete Freeman 

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE 
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of 

the magazine is 10th of the month preceding 
publication.  Please  contact: 

editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk 
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at the 
new Post Office in Burford for us to collect. 
Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of the 
month preceding publication.   Please contact: 

advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk 

DONATIONS 
The Bridge team members are all volunteers and the 
magazine is funded by our advertisers and by kind 
donations made by our readers.  A year’s printing cost 
of each magazine is just under £17 per household.   
If you would like to make a contribution, please send 
this to: 
V.J. Hancock and Co, The Zinc Building, Ventura Park, 
Broadshires Way, Carterton, Oxon OX18 1AD or leave 
a donation at the new Post Office in Burford for us to 
collect.  Cheques should be made payable to The 
Bridge.  Thank you very much for your support. 

SCULPTURE EXHIBITIONS 
We have had two excellent sculpture exhibitions which featured representational and abstract themes.   Both were 

displayed in beautiful, interesting gardens in Kingham and Asthall.   Here are a few examples. 
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Mon 31 May Scouts car boot sale West Field 8.00-1.00

Tues 1 June Burford new post office opens Lower High Street 7.00-5.30

1 June-3 Aug Longborough Opera Festival Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh

Weds 9 June TASC Zoom lecture Robert Adam Zoom 11.00am

Tue 15 June BDS garden party members only Greyhounds, Sheep Street 3.00-5.00

Sat 26 June FAB WI cake sale Tolsey 10.30-12.30

Sun 27 June Taynton gardens open Taynton, of course 2-6pm

2-9 July Cheltenham Music Festval Cheltenham - various

Fri 9 July Pride and Prejudice - Chipping N. Theatre Broughton Castle

Fri 30 July Burford Archive special event Warwick Hall 6-8pm 

Mon 30 Aug Scouts car boot sale West Field 8.00-1.00

Tue 8 Sept TASC lecture - art and music Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00am

Tue 21 Sept BDS lecture - “Travels with Auntie” Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 7.00pm

23-27 Sept Burford Literary Festival T.b.a.

8-17 October Cheltenham Literature Festival Cheltenham - various

Weds 13 Oct TASC lecture on wine Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00

Tue 19 Oct BDS annual lunch and crocodiles talk Burford School boarding 12.00

Weds 27 Oct TASC special interest day - The Thames Warwick Hall and/or Zoom

Weds 10 Nov TASC lecture on David Lean Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00am

Tue 16 Nov BDS lecture Susan Ashton on gardens Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 7.00pm

Weds 8 Dec TASC lecture - Victorian Christmas Warwick Hall and/or Zoom 11.00

DIARY  OF SPECIAL  EVENTS  JUNE 2021

NB  When advising The Bridge of an Event, please include:  Day of the Week, Date, 
Venue, Time.     Thank you.

SPECIAL EVENTS PAGE 
With the gradual relaxation of restrictions (which we fervently hope will last) we have revived our Diary of 
Special Events page.  Please give us any information you have about events in the area coming up over the 

next few months and we shall try to fit them in.

CALLING CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
On the next page we have put our list of local clubs and societies as it appeared before lockdown last year.  We 
hope to resume printing this in future editions.  Would ALL clubs and societies please let us know 
(editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk) whether or not they would like their listing to continue and whether the 
details shown are correct. 
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Aerobics Monday and two on Thursday Warwick Hall Monday 6.15pm, Thursday 
11.45 and 6.15pm

Gill Hames 822971 gillianhames46@gmail.com 

Astally Arms Last Friday of the month Memorial Hall Asthall Leigh From 7.00 pm

Badminton Group Monday nights Burford School 8-10pm.  Friendly, all abilities Kevin 704655 scareyradar@yahoo.co.uk

Beaver Scouts Wednesday (term time) Scout Hut 6-7.15pm Claire Griffin 07751 472125  
burfordbeavers@gmail.com

Bowls Club Friendly Roll-up all Mondays Bowls Club from 6.30 pm Ann Fleming 842649

Bradwell Village Coffee Every Friday am Bradwell Village Hall 10.30-12.30 Margaret Booth 822677

Burford Badminton Club Tuesday nights 8-10pm Burford School - fun, social, all abilities Vijay 891043 vijaysmobile@gmail.com 

Burford Crafters 2nd and 4th Mondays Bradwell Village Hall 1.30 - 3.30 Christine Brown 822589/June Catling 823752

Burford & District Society Meet 7 times a year Methodist Church at 7.30pm K. Gray 823805  burfordanddistrictsociety.co.uk 

Burford & Fulbrook WI 
(FaBWI)

Second Tuesday Warwick Hall Francesca Fowkes 07967 817994 
www.thefabwi.org.uk

Burford Library Open Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 

Mon closed; Tues 1-7; Wed closed; Thurs 10-1; 
Friday 10-1 and 2-5.30 Sat 9.30-1

High Street, Burford

Burford Music Study Group 8 Consecutive Tuesdays
Until 24 March.

The Friends’ Meeting House, Pytts Lane, 
Burford - Starts promptly at 10 .30-12.30

Judy Branston 823405

Coffee and Company Every Wednesday St John the Baptist Church 10.30 - 12 midday Julia Ritchie 01993 841484

Cub Scouts Mondays (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 7.30 pm Mandy Bielby 07941 470465

FaBWI Walking Group 1st Friday of the month Starting at The Carpenters Arms Fulbrook Francesca Fowkes 07967 817994
www.thefabwi.org.uk

Fencing Tuesdays Bradwell Village 7-9pm Keith Money 01982 448295

Friday Focus First Friday Warwick Hall 10.30 - 3..30 Sue McCrossan 01993 823801

Fulbrook Coffee am Every 4th Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 10.30 - 12 Gilly Kay  823193

Fulbrook Fitness Group Thursday Fulbrook Meeting Place 9am Pat Ferrett  822892

Fulbrook Forum 1st Thursday (not Jan or Aug) Fulbrook Meeting Place 3pm fulbrookforum@gmail.com

Horticultural Association Fourth Thursday Bowls Club - times vary Janet Copley 01451 844210

North Cotswold Arts Assoc. Every 2nd Wednesday Warwick Hall 2-4pm

Pickleball - fun, social sport Mon 11-1pm, Thu 10-12pm, 
Fri 8-10pm

Charlbury Community Centre Vijay 01993 891 043 or 
vijaysmobile@gmail.com

Rhyme Time Friday 9.15-10.00 am Term 
Times

Burford Library (for under 5’s) Carol-Amy Holdcroft  823377

Rock-a-Tots Tuesday during Term Time Warwick Hall 9.45 - 11.15

Rotary Burford & Kingham Monday The Burford Golf Club Terry Best, Secretary  775232

Scouts Thursday  (term time) Scout Hut 6 - 8pm Alex Gill 07762161769 
burfordscouts@gmail.com

Scrabble 1st Tuesday of each month Burford Library  (free tea, coffee, soft drinks) 7pm

Soup & Pudding Club Every 2nd Tuesday Baptist Church, Witney Street Gill Crippen  07967 362885 or 07793 012215

Stretch (All abilities) Every Monday and Thursday Warwick Hall
Monday 9.30am-10.30
Thursday 7.30-8.30pm

nickijsmith@hotmail.co.uk  07867411474

The Arts Society Cotswolds 2nd Wed (not July/Aug) Warwick Hall 11.00 Frances Sparkes 01993 823943 
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk

The Wychwood Lodge of 
Freemasons

3rd Thursday Sept-April The Masonic Hall 31 Sheep Street Mike 868302 / Allan 822240 
wychwood988@outlook.com

Time Out Monday 10.30am - 2.15 (tea) Warwick Hall inc games, bingo, singing, talks John Harrington 822451 or Sue Sheppard 
824729

REGULAR LOCAL EVENTS, CLUBS AND SOCIETIES WEF FEBRUARY 2020

NB - See previous page.   This information is out of date but included as a prompt for 
people to tell us what Clubs and Societies still exist and who is the contact for them.
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES 
April 2021 

St John the Baptist, Burford 
*Please sign up at 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-john-the-
baptist-church before Saturday 9.00am 

6th June 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
*Morning Service (CW)   
11.00am 
13th June 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Matins (BCP)      
9.30am 
*Holy Communion    11.00am 
20th June 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Holy Communion (CW)    9.30am 
* Morning Service (CW)  11.00am 
27th June 
Holy Communion (BCP)    8.00am 
*Family Service at Gigley Farm 11.00am 

Warwick Hall, Burford 
Please sign up at  

www.burfordchurch.org/sign-up before Friday 
9.00am 

6th June 
*Families Together   11.00am 
13th June     
*Families Together   11.00am 
20th June 
*Families Together   11.00am 

St James the Great, Fulbrook 
*Please sign up with Lyn Bibbings Burns 

6th June  
*Morning Prayer (CW)     
9.30am 
13th June 
* Holy Communion (CW)     9.30am 
20th June   
*Matins (BCP)      
9.30am 
27th June 
* Holy Communion (BCP)    9.30am 

 St John the Evangelist, Taynton 
*Please sign up with Jo Knight 

6th June    
Holy Communion (CW)     
9.30am 
20th June 
*Evening Prayer (BCP)    6.00pm 

St Nicholas, Asthall 
Please Contact Roy Tarbox – 

roytarbox@gmail.com 
6th June 
*Evening Prayer (BCP)       
6.00pm 
13th June 
*Evening Prayer (BCP)       
6.00pm 
20th June   
*Holy Communion (BCP)      6.00pm 

St Mary, Swinbrook 
6th June 
Holy Communion (CW)   
11.00am 
13th June 
Morning Prayer    11.00am 
20th June 
Morning Prayer    11.00am 
27th June 
Morning Prayer    11.00am 

St Oswald, Widford 
27th June   
Evening Prayer (BCP)     
6.00pm 

Please only sign up to services marked with an 
* 

All services are subject to change due to 
COVID. Please check our website 

burfordchurch.org before attending a service. 
Tarnia Usher - Church Secretary 

******************************************** 

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS 
MORE 

Weekly Services 
Sunday - 10.00 am Mass 
Due to social distancing measures numbers are 
limited.   
Tuesday - 10.00 am Mass 
Thursday- 10.00 am Mass 
Friday - 6.00 pm Mass followed by Confessions 

As restrictions ease please see 
catholicchurchburford.org.uk for latest updates.. 
Dan Boyle
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name Business Type Phone

Antiques @ The George Award winning, friendly antiques centre 01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo Find us at Christmas Court in Burford 01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital (Burford Branch) Large and small animal care 01608 642547

CJD Architects Chartered Architects 01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat) 01993 823882

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 01993 822226

Jenny Smith Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held. 07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk 01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists 01993 220579

Light My Night Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk 01865 460300

Mallams Auctioneers and Valuers 01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM Piano Teacher 01993 774568

Peter Garratt Painter and Decorator 01451 810376
07788 896496

StayCotswold Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com 01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs 01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage Bushey Ground, Minster Lovell,Witney,OX29 0SW. MOTs by arrangement 01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk 01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits 01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk 01993 220281

ElWell Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older 01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ 01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffeur Services Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk 07920 135157

Tony Williams Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations 07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer  for all your Airport & Cruise transfers 01993823152 
07751472125

Computer problems fixed! Contact Colin 07887 532252

The Stone Gallery Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen.  Paperweights & 
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk 01993 823302

NFU Mutual Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency 01993 776716

Patti Good Therapist, Teacher & Healer 
Free Online Guided Meditation Classes www.pattigood.com 07880 998568

Grimebusters your local carpet, upholstery & rug cleaners 
www.grimebusters.co.uk 01993 868924
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Call us on 01993 223416 and Quote BRIDGE

Join the Cotswolds leading  
holiday cottage company

Local  
expertise

Dynamic pricing –  
increase your income

Based locally  
in Burford

Full Management  
Service

Personal 
touch

H deruces yllufsseccus evah ew taht sesuo  
b sresahcrup evah eW .raey siht rof sreyu  

i noitagilbo on a roF .ytreporp ruoy ni detseretn  
m liame ro 16622839910 llac lasiarppa tekra  

b  ku.oc.spots-noskcaj@drofru
P   0191 ecnis strepxe ytrepor
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Here at Nicholsons, we aim to offer you much more than your typical 
garden centre experience.

 
The Plant Centre  

Hedging & screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers 
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses 

Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy Pots | Expert advice & guidance

Rosara  - Outdoor style for your garden
 Furniture sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles 

Kadais and BBQs | Lighting 

The Yurt Café  - Simple and surprising 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Due to ever-changing social restrictions, please check our website to 
confirm our service status before visiting (i.e takeaway only or dine-in available).  

 
Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Artisan teas 

Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome
Mon to Sat: 9am - 4.30pm

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL  |  01869 340342

www.nicholsonsgb.com

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE  
COUNTRYSIDE
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• Loose covers
• Curtains
• Re-Upholstery
• Tracks & Poles

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769
Mob: 07802 213381

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com

• Loose covers 
• Curtains 
• Re-Upholstery 
• Tracks & Poles

For personal, helpful service, 
please call

Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

BURFORD FOOT CLINIC
Services:- 

• toe nail trimming
• ingrown nail
• thickened nails
• corn and callus removal
• fungal nail treatment
• verruca treatment
• diabetic foot advice

Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, 
Burford. OX18 4SJ 

(By appointment only)
Home visits also available

Call Romona: 
01993 200 980
07884318091 

CJD Architects
Chartered Practice

The Practice is experienced, dedicated, flexible & regularly 
appointed for its innovative, creative & exciting design solutions.

Clients receive the closest of personal attention in the 
development of their ideas and aspirations :-

ü exploring exciting spacial solutions
ü consideration of the existing site features & surroundings
ü sound practical construction knowledge
ü using sustainable materials
ü achieving high levels of insulation to minimise energy usage

All sensitively & practicably co-ordinated to ensure a unique 
solution creating exciting & efficient spaces, all energy efficient 
& of which all may be proud.

Contact 
Christopher J Davis ARIBA, ACArch 

CJD Architects, 44, Taynton, Oxfordshire OX18 4UH 
T: 01993 823646                          E: chris@a-cjd.co.uk
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        Opening Times  

Monday  - Friday   07:30 - 17:00 

Saturday                  08:00 - 13:00 

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES 

          Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                 Contact sales on 01993 822226 
                       sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk 

                  SKIP & PLANT HIRE 

The Cotswold Cheese Company 
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882 
Supporting Local Producers 

 

burford@cotswoldcheese.com 

Try our great selection of  
Wines  

and  
Local Beers  

along with our delicious  
Artisan Cheeses 

www.cotswoldcheese.com 

Advert	for	2020	 Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Witney 01993 608118

Quarter page, Portrait Template

PP

 
PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE

All ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN

           FULLY INSURED

           FREE QUOTATIONS

            (01993) 868001

          office@jagtrees.co.uk

          www.jagtrees.co.uk
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MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72 
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com 

www.sdd-b.com

Renovations, New Builds, 
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s  

and Landscaping. 

Call 07793 74 73 72  
to discuss your project

EXCEPTIONAL 
CARE IN  
BURFORD
The Cotswold Home is one of 
a select group of care homes 
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes 
and offers a home from home for 
discerning guests who appreciate 
comfort, quality and exceptional 
care.

We offer personal or nursing care 
on a permanent or short stay basis, 
as well as end of life care, all to the 
same exceptional standard. 

From award-winning restaurant 
style dining to beautiful 
landscaped gardens and 
industry leading staffing levels, 
The Costwold Home provides 
the highest level of service and 
facilities.

Why not come and see for 
yourself?

Call Catherine Lines, our General 
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or  
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

THE COTSWOLD 
HOME

Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,

Burford  
WR9 0BP 

www.efhl.co.uk
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A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU
IS IMPORTANT TO US

At NFU Mutual we can look after you, your family and your business.

Our insurance products and financial services include:
 

l Home
l Car
l Business

l Farm
l Equine
l Travel

l Income Protection
l Financial Planning
l Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from specialist
providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges. Financial
advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in
Unit 4, Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4BE
Tel: 01993 776 716

H Merrins & B F Filmer is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of
the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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150 The Hill, High Street 
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

EST. IN COTSWOLDS SINCE 2006 / FuLL ParT P rEgISTErED ELECTrICIaNS

                                Contact us today on 

01451 810 710 or 07931 591 193 

Alternatively email us at contact@cotswold-lighting.com

Electrical Contractors
Domestic . Commercial . Industrial . Agricultural

The Cotswold Lighting Company covers ALL 
aspects of  electrical design and installation, 

from extra sockets to complete re-wires. 

We also specialise in creating unique lighting 
effects for your home and garden. 

visit  www.cotswold-lighting.com  for more 
information. No job is ever too big or small!

FREE estimates!

School disruptions. Learning gaps. Difficulties engaging. 

They’re all factors that have caused COVID learning loss. And parents are 

burning themselves out trying to make sure their children don’t fall behind. 

So why not ask for a helping hand? 

Tutor Doctor can help fill in the gaps and make sure your kids keep up. Our 
personalised tutoring programmes – delivered online or in-person by local 
tutors – promise to put your student on track, while giving you the break 
you need. 

Contact me to book your free 
consultation: 

tutordoctor.co.uk/witney 

Dave Simkin 
01993 225 945 

Reavley Chemist
124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR 
01993 823144  |  info@reavley.co.uk                   
www.reavley.co.uk                   

Open 7 days a week 
Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm 
Saturday 9am – 5pm 
Sunday 10am – 4pm

June 2021

Looking after your skin has never been 
more important after months of lockdown 
and the colder winter weather.

As we start to embrace the outdoors and socialising once 
more, now is the time to reactivate a proper skincare 
routine every day, so you will feel radiant and refreshed 
for the summer months ahead!

Our NEW skincare brands, Caudalie, Bioderma and Institut 
Esthederm, will all be available in store this month, alongside 
perennial favourites, La Roche Posay, Vichy and popular 
L’Oreal brands.  Our helpful team will be able to advise on 
the range best suited for your individual skin type, bearing 
in mind age, lifestyle and any concerns you may have.

To keep your skin clear and healthy, after cleansing 
and toning always use the correct moisturiser for your 
skin type for protection against the elements. Look for 
moisturisers with SP protection for added benefi t and 
defence against sun damage.

In addition to our new and current skincare ranges, 
we also offer topical sun creams and lotions for before 
and after sun exposure. Make sure you have sun 
protection to hand through the summer months and don’t 
forget to discard any older creams which have reached 
their use by dates.

Visit us in store for more information and 
to browse our fabulous new brands!

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions  |  Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice

Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines  |  Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands  |  Delivery Service Available

Skincare Special Edition

Monthly_Editorial_June.indd   1Monthly_Editorial_June.indd   1 11/05/2021   15:3011/05/2021   15:30
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Barguss 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 

Historic and listed building specialists 
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment   

The Old Bell Foundry             
45 Witney Street 
Burford                        Tel: 01993 824703 
Oxfordshire              email: office@barguss.co.uk  
OX18 4RX                    web: www.barguss.co.uk 

           Regional Winner 

www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
enquiries@therooflightcompany.co.uk  |  01993 833155

Trusted by Architects, respected by Builders, loved by Homeowners.

Elegant rooflights, designed by 
experts, loved by you.

8 or 10 cms - round, square or sphere. 
Perfect gifts for any occasion. 
Locally made 

 

Tel: 07549 199709 
Email: cisaoxfordshire@gmail.com 

Cake Is Art is proud to be donating 20% of all cake sales from this advertisement to "Maggie's" who 
support people living with  cancer, their family and friends and are entirely funded from donations. 

Cake Is Art 
Beautiful miniature celebration cakes.   

Mallams
1788

C O N S I G N M E N T S  I N V I T E D

Clarice Cliff ‘Autumn’ shape 365 vase,  
Fantasque range, circa 1930

Estimate £200-300

Enquiries – Chloe Wood 01242 235712  
or chloe.wood@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk

18th August 2021
Cheltenham

modernliving
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Emma Branch Yasmin Scott

The Old Mill House
Merretts Mill | Woodchester
Gloucestershire | GL5 5EX

First Floor
85 Great Portland Street
London | W1W 7LT 

T   0203 858 0035 
E   office@radnormartin.com
W  radnormartin.com

Director Sales Coordinator

For more information visit us at

radnormartin.com

BUY | SELL | SEARCH

Are you thinking of selling your home?
the skill, the experience and the contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property

A micro-winery in Minster Lovell  
making modern English wines.

Open for visits, wines by the glass, and bottles to take away: 
Thursday 2pm - 6pm 

Friday 10.30am - 6.30pm 
Saturday 10.30am - 3.30pm 

Ringwood Farm,  Minster Lovell OX29 0ND 
www.freedomofthepress.co.uk 

DAVIES 
GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turfing 

Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating 

Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes 

Roofing Repairs * Power Washing 

Distance no object * All work guaranteed 

Tel:  01608 643896 

Mobile:  07989 831282 
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