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A photo of the Burford War Memorial taken in May by Andrew Butcher. Sadly we will not be able to assemble there on
Remembrance Sunday this year.

TSB used to say they were “The bank that likes to say yes”. Perhaps they are now the bank that likes to say
goodbye. Last month we quoted a message from them which said that “Burford is not one of the branches listed
for closure” on a list of closing branches headed “2020”. Our sceptical note turned out to be justified as, around
the time the October Bridge was being distributed, TSB announced a further 164 branch closures for 2021
including Burford, scheduled to go on 10 May. Sad, but no major surprise. We wonder what will happen to the
building itself which is proudly inscribed with the name of the “County of Gloucester Bank ”, a company
established in 1836.
Their announcement blithely said that various transactions could be carried out instead at the post office at 107
High Street, which assumed that we would still have a post office next year. Happier news is that this may be so,
but at a different site. More within on this.
On the waterfront: The Environment Agency recently published its environmental performance report for the
nine water and waste water companies in England. The companies were rated “industry leading”, “good”,
“requiring improvement” or “poor”. Amazingly Thames Water was in the “good” category, by implication
meaning it does not require improvement. What do you have to do to count as poor? Mass poisoning of the
population?
As our title is The Bridge, we feel a certain affinity for bridges and were sorry to see the one opposite Burford
School disappearing. Some wonderful photos by Pete Gould are within. A pedestrian crossing controlled by
lights will replace it. Let’s hope the insurers of the lorry that struck the bridge are paying up.
Editors

01993 220 579

burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk
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Alison Denny
Residential Sales

James Skinner
Residential Sales
Manager

SOLD

Kim Harvey
Residential Sales

Celebrating 12 months in Burford
Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA

Who are Manor Cottages?
Manor Cottages is the longest running cottage
agency in the Cotswolds with 30 years of
experience. Drawing on a wealth of local
knowledge and located in the heart of Burford.
Our great success relies upon building close
relationships with our owners, who remain
at the heart of our business.
Manor Cottages have just completed a record
year of bookings and we are now actively
looking to increase our portfolio of new
properties for both 2020 and 2021 seasons.
With over 59 Million British Holiday Makers
choosing to holiday in the UK and this year’s
August Bank Holiday saw more than 7 Million
British Holiday Makers choosing to Holiday in
the UK according to Visit Britain. The short
break market is on the increase and there
has never been a better time to join us.

Manor Cottages offer a fully bespoke
managed service for owners. In recent years
we have seen a change in the way the
holiday cottage market operates. The demand
for our 24/7 year round comprehensive
service is increasing. The service includes
housekeeping, linen service, property
maintenance, complaint handling and much
more.
Manor Cottages can confidently predict the
gross annual income, here are some examples
of what you could earn.
Cottage sleeping up to 2 persons £24,000
Cottage sleeping up to 4 persons £33,000
Cottage sleeping up to 6 persons £50,000
Cottage sleeping up to 8 persons £65,000
Cottage sleeping over 10 persons £85,000£140,000
In 2019 every Manor Cottages property
generated on average 13% higher income per
booking vs 2018. We have a £30 million annual
marketing budget. Come and join us!!

What can Manor Cottages offer you?
At Manor Cottages we personally get to
know you and your property, meaning we
offer a very unique service. Every property
benefits from the Unique, Dynamic and
Sophisticated pricing system. The system
prices your property in line with demand
flows whilst maximising (or increasing) income
and bookings.

We would love to hear from you, please call
01993 223416 and speak to Chris, Sonja or
Jon. For more information, visit our website
www.manorcottages.co.uk/letyourcottage

Manor Cottages will give you £300 for joining,
alternatively refer a friend and receive £250.
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ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?
Professional Property & Search Agent
with excellent local knowlege and experience covering
The Cotswolds and West Oxfordshire

USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION

Please note that some hours of opening may not currently be correct

Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)
01993 823647
Burford Pre School,
01993 824031
Burford School
01993 823303
Burford Primary School
01993 822159
Burford Surgery
01993 822176
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk

Library
Currently closed
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary

Member of Parliament
01993 702302
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk
Oxfordshire County Council

Burford Town Council
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday
and Friday between 9.00 am and 11.30 am
01993 823647
Email
town.clerk@burford-tc.gov.uk
www.burford-tc.gov.uk

The skill, experience and contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property

Call Emma Branch to arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal
on 0203 858 0035 or 07966 502376
Email oﬃce@radnormartin.com

Oﬃces in

The Cotswolds
and London

radnormartin.com

Burford Visitor Information Centre
Currently closed
Carterton Health Centre
NHS
www.nhs.uk
Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire
www.oxoncarers.org.uk

General Enquiries
Highways
Faulty Street Lights
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Councillor
Nicholas Field-Johnson

01993 823558
01993 841718
111

Post Office (in Newsagent)
Monday to Saturday 07.30-18.00
Sunday
07.30- 17.00

01295 264545

113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882

Supporting Local Producers

CJD Architects
Chartered Practice

The Practice is experienced, dedicated, flexible & regularly
appointed for its innovative, creative & exciting design solutions.

Chemist Reavley’s
01993 823144
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital
Burford Branch
01608 642547
Mon–Fri
2.30–4pm
Saturday
11.30am - 12 noon

Southern Electric
Thames Water

Clients receive the closest of personal attention in the
development of their ideas and aspirations :ü exploring exciting spacial solutions
ü consideration of the existing site features & surroundings

Try our great selection of

ü sound practical construction knowledge

Wines

ü using sustainable materials
ü achieving high levels of insulation to minimise energy usage

and

All sensitively & practicably co-ordinated to ensure a unique
solution creating exciting & efficient spaces, all energy efficient
& of which all may be proud.

Local Beers

along with our delicious

Contact
Christopher J Davis ARIBA, ACArch
CJD Architects, 44, Taynton, Oxfordshire OX18 4UH
T: 01993 823646
E: chris@a-cjd.co.uk

Artisan Cheeses

www.cotswoldcheese.com
burford@cotswoldcheese.com
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Environment Agency
Floodline
Emergency

0845 988118
0800 807060

01993 878309
01993 822323

(Freephone)

08000 727282
0800 3169800

Tolsey Museum
Currently Closed
Travel
Rail Enquiries
Public Transport Enquiries
West Oxfordshire District Council
General Enquiries
Out of Hours
www.westoxon.gov.uk

Citizens Advice Bureau
08444 111444
Email
bureau@wocab.org.uk
Dial-a-Ride Service
For Information
0845 3101111
Email
oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Emergency Services
Police – non essential

01865 815573
08453 101111
0800 317802

Recycling Centre
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt
Open 7 days a week
8am - 5pm
Thursday late night
until 8pm
Closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day

Churches
Anglican St. John the Baptist
01993 823788
Roman Catholic
01993 823219
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More
Methodist
01993 867301
Baptist Church
07967 362885
Friends Meeting House
01993 823398

The Cotswold Cheese Company

01993 823377

08457 484950
08712 002233
01993 861000
01993 705056

West Oxfordshire District Councillor
Derek Cotterill
01993 823188
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily
Last Patient seen at 10pm
Witney Police Station, Welch Way
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

Hall Bookings
Baptist Church Hall
07967 362885
Burford Town Bowls Club
01993 822330
Fulbrook Meeting Place
Chris Wright
01993 822803
Taynton Village Hall - Anne Thompson 07584 021171
Methodist Church Hall Anne Weir
01993 823395
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information
www.warwickhallburford.org

01865 903841

01865 841148

Please let us know if any details need
amending.
editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk

-5-

THE BRIDGE INTERVIEW WITH
PCSO DARRYN MOULDING

Then the police saw how this service was working in
various places and the government decided to put
money into the police service to provide Police
Community Support Officers. It was therefore a natural
move for Darryn to transfer into this new role. However
there were no vacancies in Sussex so he applied to and
was accepted by Thames Valley Police (TVP).

This month’s interviewee
is someone who many
readers will have seen
around and quite a few
will have spoken to you.
Few may have an idea of
all he does to support the
community.
Police Community
Support Officer Darryn
Moulding has for the last
nine years been involved
in maintaining law and
order on the mean streets
of Burford and its
surrounding villages. Part of his job is maintaining a
visible police presence around our area but a lot of it
also involves working away quietly helping people in a
variety of ways.

By this time Darryn was married to Sadie. “She was a
community warden in Berkshire. We met at a
conference for community wardens.” They moved to a
village near Swindon. Sadie now works as a community
resilience worker with Swindon Borough Council.
During the pandemic she has been undertaking such
tasks as helping with food and prescription deliveries for
vulnerable people. They have a daughter, Merryn, who
is seven. “She is my absolute apple”. Every year she
has stood by his side at the Remembrance Day
ceremony at the Burford war memorial, but sadly that
will not be taking place this year.
On joining TVP Darryn was given eight weeks of
training followed by three months of mentoring with a
senior officer. He was then assigned to duties in our
area, replacing another PCSO who had gone on to
becoming a constable. The first challenge was to get to
know leading members of the community - the mayor,
parish councillors, head teachers, business owners and
landowners - letting them know how he could help
them. Then he gradually met other members of the
community. “It took five or six years to develop those
relationships and build up a bank of names and numbers
so that I can go to them or they can contact me.”
Although the town and villages are close communities,
he is conscious that some people live in very isolated
spots. It may be reassuring for them to see him around,
and he can give them advice about security. “I might be
the only person they have spoken to that day or that
week.” He also supports his police colleagues dealing
with such matters as anti-social behaviour, traffic
collisions and missing persons and follows up with
victims. He is part of a team of four based in Carterton
which covers Carterton, Bampton, Burford and adjacent
villages. They have a rolling shift system under which
he works in the daytime some days and in the evening
on others, sometimes until midnight. He has recently
mentored a new PCSO who is now working in Witney.
He reckons to spend 70-80% of his time out and
about and that clearly suits him well. What he does can
be very flexible, and can include meeting victims of
crime, carrying out welfare checks on the vulnerable or
elderly, holding “have your say” meetings with the
public or simply talking to people and giving advice.
Since the outbreak of the pandemic meetings have not
been possible so he now communicates mainly via email
alerts (you can sign up at https://
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk), Facebook and Twitter.
He knows that there are some people who do not use
social media or even have internet access but he has a
network of contacts who will pass the word to
neighbours where necessary.
Is crime a problem in this area? “Statistically this is a
very low crime area but there is always a surge at this

More on that shortly, but first his background. He
grew up in Worthing, the only child of a fireman and a
social care worker. He left school at 16. “At that time
there was not much advice about careers. It was
assumed that you would either go to college or enter a
trade. I wanted to start earning and get some
responsibility and see where things would go from
there.” His first job was as a porter with Timothy
Whites*. He had been in the Air Cadets for many years
and his ambition was to join the RAF. His first attempt
was unsuccessful and he was advised to reapply in a
year or so. By that time life had moved on for him. “I
had earned some money, had a relationship and wanted
to move from home, so I put it on hold”. He stayed in
retail at supervisor and then manager level and
eventually became an area manager with Marley Home
Care, a DIY chain, managing a set of stores.
Then came a big decision. Feeling that this line of
work was not fulfilling enough, he left. “I took a break,
lived in Spain for a year and gathered my thoughts.” He
decided he was more suited to an outdoor job. He is
clearly a man who loves fresh air. A new type of career
was opening up and he joined Arun District Council in
West Sussex as a community warden. “The job
involved going around speaking to members of the
community and dealing with more routine social
problems like graffiti, broken windows and people
hanging around. It gave me a sense of responsibility
and fulfilment to the community by being able to find
problems, solve them and get a result”.
* Older readers will remember this chain of stores
which sold pharmaceuticals and housewares. It was
bought by Boots and later was absorbed by them.
Fans of Dad’s Army will know that with his Lewis gun
Captain Mainwaring could command a field of fire
“from Timothy Whites all the way to the Novelty Rock
Emporium.”
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time of year as the nights
grow longer - burglaries,
criminal damage, theft, cold
callers. Peddling from door
to door is a dying trade as
householders do not trust
unexpected callers. Often
they have minor criminal
records and are recruited by gangs.” He gives as an
example oil thefts where he can visit victims, come up
with a plan to help them and provide a reassuring
presence. Providing this is part of what he calls his
“high visibility” role, being seen around so that anyone
up to mischief will know that there is a police presence.
He travels around by car but will stop in a village and
walk around for half an hour or so. He points out that
criminals may want to observe a target before
committing a crime and that, if they are “observed while
observing”, this may deter them. This is important in
villages where there are many second homes and there
may be few people around during the week. If he
speaks to someone, that person will know that they have
been noticed and that their face may be remembered.
For that reason his advice to shopkeepers facing
problems with shoplifting is to greet customers who
come into their shops and talk to them.

outstanding contribution to
the communities in which
they live and work. The
award criteria refer to those
who “have had a high
impact on the lives of others
over a sustained period of
time” and are seen to have
been “inspirational and as setting an example for others
to follow.” The award was presented by the High
Sheriff at a ceremony in Oxford. It was summed up by
saying that he had “gone the extra mile”.

“I have been threatened, spat at,
shouted at and pushed. Once
someone tried to run me over”.

How does he relax when not on duty? “I run and take
part in middle distance events such as 10k and keep fit.
(Is this an example of going the extra mile?) I do
taekwondo with my daughter. We practice at home and
at a club.” He is also a metal detectorist. “I am a
history geek.” So far his finds have included some 16th
century hammered coins and a pendant that was
identified as having belonged to one of the earls of
Oxford. He hasn’t yet found a hoard of gold but is still
hoping. As we said, this is a man who likes the
outdoors. No need to take vitamin D supplements here.
He is clearly very happy in his work. “The job is
very much what you make of it. You have to put your
heart and soul into it. It has everything. I get to meet
people and go out in all weathers. No two days are the
same. I am allowed to develop the job as I see fit. If I
see a niche that needs filling, I can fill it. Some people
don’t contact us as they think we have better things to
do. We don’t, as you are the ones we should be helping,
for instance domestic violence victims who are too

Another example he gives is of an occasion when he
was in the Guildenford car park one afternoon and saw
someone with a car and felt, purely by instinct, that they
were suspicious. He called his control room to get
details of the vehicle and at that point it started to move
off. His police colleagues were alerted, they followed
the vehicle and intercepted the car at Brize Norton. All
the occupants in the car were arrested and were charged
with various crimes, most seriously drugs offences.
“Being on the ground helps. That probably helped
prevent a crime from taking place in Burford.”
Has he ever felt in danger? “Quite a few times. I
have been threatened, spat at, shouted at and pushed.
Once someone tried to run me over”. Clearly there are
some around who do not like a friendly word from the
law.
What difference has the pandemic made to his job?
“There have been massive changes, without a shadow of
a doubt.” The rules and guidance have changed
regularly and can be confusing. Officers have to deal
with the public, explain things and give guidance and
advice. “We can’t go into every shop, pub and home.
We have to rely on businesses to follow good practice
and on the public to follow the guidelines and look after
the safety of themselves and others. Some don’t comply
and we have to encourage them to stick to the
guidance.” He sees the police as having very much an
educative role. He may have to ask people to apply
social distancing, or if he sees eight people out together
he will tell them that two of them must leave if this
number falls outside of the guidance. “If absolutely
necessary the last resort is to impose a fine for breaking
the rules.” He hasn’t had to do that himself.

scared to speak out. I want to make a difference,
however small. If I can make a difference I would like
to be the person who makes it. ”
With that he sprang into his squad car and raced off with
a squeal of brakes and blue lights flashing. No, not
exactly. Obviously that is not what modern policing is
about. But in his quiet and patient way Darryn has
clearly made, and continues to make, a huge difference
to our community.
Editors

In 2018 Darryn was nominated for and awarded a
High Sheriff Award. These are given to a small and
select group in recognition of having made an
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL
“In a packed programme tonight…………..”
This was how Ronnie Corbett and Ronnie Barker used
to introduce the spoof news review which rounded off
each of their wonderful comedy shows. I cannot pretend
that meetings of Burford Town Council regularly rise to
Corbettian and Barkerian levels of humour and wit nor
can I give you many samples as most were too risqué for
a family magazine like The Bridge but try this: “In a
packed programme tonight we will talk to an out-ofwork contortionist who can no longer make ends meet”.

A milestone is deﬁned as an excep1onally momentous or signiﬁcant moment in one's life.
Some milestones can be readily an1cipated as in the case of the birth of a child. Others are only fully
appreciated in retrospect and this is so in our community. The decision to leave Burford without a rail
connec1on had las1ng consequences (good and bad) which con1nue to aﬀect a succession of later genera1ons.

Which is a long-winded way of saying that our
October meeting was lengthy with some serious issues –
delays in the roadworks serving the Shilton Road
development, making crossing the A40 and the A361
safe for Top School students, possible closures of the
Post Office and the Visitor Information Centre and the
certain closure of the TSB branch next May, adoption of
a revised exemption permit scheme for HGVs operated
by locally based businesses and Covid related actions,
particularly the cancellation of our annual
Remembrance Sunday service and parade (please see a
separate announcement about this elsewhere in this
issue). This was a spectacularly galling decision to have
to make especially as we have already had to cancel
Bonfire Night and the Civic Carol Service but with the
second wave upon us and threatening to peak in
November we had no option.
Thank goodness the debate was civilised (it always is
actually) and we made decisions. We will support the
Burford Shilton Road Residents Association in their
efforts to get Shilton Road properly finished and school
crossings in place, we will support the current applicant
for the job of Burford’s Postmaster, we will make a fuss
and jump up and down about the closure of the VIC and
we will ensure that the Burford Emergency Action Team
is geared up and ready if there is another national
lockdown.
Then we were brought down to earth by two planning
applications for garden sheds!
In normal times, after a long and difficult session like
that one, some councillors would feel in need of a
stiffener and retire to a favoured hostelry for a couple of
rounds of Wincarnis and Sanatogen which fortifies the
over-forties according to its best loved advertisement
(We thought that was Phyllosan - Ed). In these very
abnormal times we just click our Leave buttons on our
Zoom screens which does
not have the same
effect. So let me leave
you with one last
Corbett/Barker zinger:-

FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER

To book or make a donation,
please email:
christmaslunch@burfordchurch.org
or call (01993) 823788

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT
As I write WODC is formulating plans to deal with the
rising tide of Covid-19 infections. We haven’t got back
to normal after the first lockdown, all meetings are on
Zoom or Webex and the offices are like ghost ships.
However, the rate of infection in West Oxfordshire has
risen to above 35 per 100,000 as a weekly rate. Oxford
City is above 100 and the other Oxfordshire Districts are
a little lower than West at around the 30 mark.
Priorities are being assessed with regard to
supporting Test & Trace, the ability to keep “normal
services” running and the need to support communities
and business. The level of government support is not
likely to be as great as for the first lockdown. More will
be broadcast as it happens.
Heavy rain at the beginning of October… and the car
park did not flood. The
spillway at the north end of
Bury Orchard, the field
behind the car park, became a
magnificent waterfall, as
intended, with the gabion
baskets along the millstream
bank in the car park being
awash.
Derek Cotterill - 10 October
2020

“It was revealed in a
government survey
published today that the
prime minister is doing
the work of two men –
Laurel and Hardy”
John White – Mayor
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Today the decision to create Burford’s Archive is such a milestone which will not only become a much cherished
asset for future genera1ons but will deliver immediate beneﬁts. It is being established to collect and preserve
Burford’s wriEen and oral stories and images
The conversion of its
Lane has been agreed by
We are very pleased to
what is proposed. Subject
plan to start the building
2021. The rent from the
(and which is being
Hall Charity) will
maintenance of the

intended loca1on in Swan
the planning authori1es.
now be able to show you
to a successful appeal, we
work in the spring of
small ﬂat that is included
ﬁnanced by the Falkland
contribute to the
archive.

Our Appeal which is for
the conversion and ﬁRng
building has got oﬀ to an
generous grant of
Oxfordshire District
other chari1es and
dona1ons of up to £2,000
reach of our ﬁrst
in a life1me opportunity
the extensive records of

the funds required for
out of the Swan Lane
encouraging start. A
£50,000 from West
Council, applica1ons to
several personal
have brought us to within
£100,000. This is a once
to collect and preserve
our precious heritage.

Please consider making a
dona1on to this exci1ng
project. Dona1ons of
between £150 and £700
would be par1cularly signiﬁcant contribu1ons.
Donors of £400 or more will be oﬀered the opportunity of
having their name (or that of member (s) of their family), permanently recorded on a plaque within he Archive.
Please consider Gi; Aid which adds 25% to your dona1on to the Falkland Hall Charity at no addi1onal cost to
you. Gi[ Aid forms can be downloaded from our website or we will be happy to send you one; simply contact
John Yeatman (see below) .
Your generosity will be greatly appreciated . Thank you.

Clendon Daukes

cddaukes@gmail.com

Bank Transfer: Name: Falkland Hall Charity Sort Code: 30-91-43
Account Number: 00157448 Ref: BCA
Cheques Falkland Hall Charity.
Please send to John Yeatman
5 The Leaze, Barns Lane, Burford, OX18 4NE
Johnyeatman@aol.com 07968 019813
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY IN
BURFORD

Very sadly we have come to the conclusion that we
cannot hold our normal service by the War Memorial and
parade down the High Street to St. John the Baptist
Church this year. The impossibility of enforcing social
distancing on a public road, the nonsense of trying to
sing a hymn and the National Anthem through masks and
the likelihood that the second wave would be peaking
about 8 November were the major factors in reaching
this decision.
There is a move nationally to “Remember at Home”
and we have no doubt that Burfordians will honour the
Fallen in all sorts of innovative ways. Wreaths may still
be laid by the War Memorial at any time during
November but there will be no formalities.
Burford Town Council

To enable this facility to be offered free of charge to
local organisations, the packs are being funded by the
Burford & District Society, assisted by a generous
financial contribution from the trustees of Burford
Festival, which we gratefully acknowledge.
Please let us know if you hear of anyone moving into
your neighbourhood, to enable us to arrange for a
‘welcome’ visit. If you enjoy meeting new people and
would like to help with the ‘welcomes’, I will be very
pleased to hear from you on 01993 823389.
Looking further ahead, I cannot help but recall a
quotation from Benjamin Franklin, “Change is the only
constant in life,” because your committee are now in the
final stages of planning some exciting new changes for
our 2021 programme. Full details will be announced
next month.
First the new Living in Burford Packs and then the
promise of further new changes, can I feel the sense of
excitement and anticipation already building?
Many thanks for your continued support in these
challenging times.
Peter - Chairman
peteremartin@btinternet.com

Welcome to Burford
This month will see the launch of our latest new
initiative, the Living in Burford Packs. They are A5 in
size, and will contain leaflets and information which has
been separately supplied by many of our local clubs,
societies and churches to introduce their activities to
new residents. The contents of the pack will augment the
excellent information supplied every month in The
Bridge magazine.
The intention is for them to be individually delivered by
a member of our ‘Living in Burford’ team when they
call to welcome new households moving into the town.
Their purpose is to encourage increased community
involvement and foster the spirit evidenced at the
festival and the other times when everyone comes
together to meet and support events. Their need was
tested with new residents and estate agents (who say that
one of the most popular question asked by potential
purchasers thinking about moving here is “what is there
to do in Burford?”).
It has been most encouraging how every local body
we approached to test the concept enthusiastically
welcomed the idea and has subsequently seized the
opportunity to take part. These include: Al-Anon,
Allotment Association, Cotswold Arts Soc, Bowls Club,
Archive, Festival, Crafters, Library, Music Study Group,
Oil Syndicate, Singers, Friday Focus, Friends of Burford
Church, Horticulture Assoc, Lenthall Concerts, North
Cotswold Arts Assoc, Rock-a-Tots, Scouts, Soup &
Pudding Club, Time Out, Tolsey Museum, Warwick
Hall, W.I., Wychwood Masonic Lodge, the Burford
Benifice, Friends Meeting House and the Baptist &
Methodist Churches.

Don’t forget to look at our website
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk for updates on local
news, previous features and topical photographs
And for more photos about Burford events do
look at Burford Life on Facebook
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TALES FROM NO MAN’S LAND

In the Glorious Revolution of 1688 the Catholic
James II was ousted and replaced by his Protestant
daughters. After the Stuart line died out the throne
passed to the German-speaking Hanoverians. Raymond
describes how the repercussions of these events echoed
well into the mid-18th century as Jacobites (followers of
James and his son) disputed the succession. The origins
of our party political system can be traced back to the
contests between the “Old Interest” and the “New
Interest”. Anyone who thinks our current political
discourse has reached a new low in terms of viciousness
and abuse should read Raymond’s account of the 1754
Oxfordshire County Election during which a mob of
New Interest supporters armed with bludgeons stormed
the White Hart at Chipping Norton where the Old
Interest were “entertaining” their supporters.
Burford - Two Centuries of Conflict by Raymond Moody,
published by HindSight of Burford. 90 pages. Copies
may be obtained from David Cohen,
cohen4sp@btinternet.com
Gordon Elliot

The English Civil War has
been somewhat eclipsed in
our history by the more
dramatic Tudors, though
readers of 1066 and All That
will remember that the
conflict was between the
Cavaliers who were Wrong
but Wromantic and the
Roundheads who were Right
and Repulsive. Burford’s
chronicler extraordinaire,
Raymond Moody, has
stepped into the arena in his
latest book which, as the
front cover indicates, runs from the Civil War to the
Jacobites. It combines an account of events in our area,
some better known than others, with a brief description
of the national picture to put them in context.
He sets the scene with accounts of two Burford lives.
The first is that of Lucius Cary, second Viscount
Falkland, former owner of the Priory, who was killed
while fighting in the Royalist army at the first Battle of
Newbury in 1643. The second is William Lenthall,
Speaker of the Long Parliament, the man who bought
the Priory in 1637. Raymond then tells the story of the
Civil War itself. There were no major hostilities in the
town but it was on the periphery of the Royalist
stronghold of Oxford and was exposed to the whims of
various forces who passed through it and helped
themselves to whatever resources they needed. Charles I
came here several times, staying at the Priory
(presumably Lenthall was absent) and the George.
The author then moves on to an episode of which he
writes that: “After the years of warfare and the hardships
entailed it hardly merits more than a footnote…But
since some modern historians for modern reasons have
turned their spotlight upon it, the four days it lasted must
be included here.” This, of course, is the mutiny by
some of Cromwell’s troops who were imprisoned in the
parish church, following which three of their ringleaders
were shot. They became known as the Levellers and
Raymond gives an interesting explanation of their
views. “Levellers” was a term of abuse used against
them by their enemies and they firmly denied favouring
“an equalling of men’s estates” (it was all about men, of
course). They wanted constitutional reform including
parliamentary constituencies of equal size and a modest
extension to the franchise. They harked back to a semimythical time when Saxon people enjoyed a degree of
self-government before being enslaved by the Norman
Conquest. Although in recent decades they have been
adopted as supposed forerunners of socialism, it almost
sounds as if they would feel more at home in UKIP than
in Momentum.
Later chapters of the book describe events after the
Restoration and tell the story of three more people who
made their mark locally: Nell Gwyn, mother of the first
Earl of Burford; Edward Hyde, first Earl of Clarendon;
and John Wilmot, first Earl of Rochester, poet, libertine
and alumnus of Burford School.

********************************************

BURFORD CRAFTERS
Burford Crafters have not been able to hold their usual
sales of their craft work this year – it has been a very
different time for everyone and, if you are not able to get
out to the shops to buy a gift for someone, maybe we
can help you. Our items range from knitted baby wear,
knitted children’s wear, toys, puppets, needle cases and
pin cushions, shopping bags, key rings, an assortment of
greeting cards and a nativity set.

Since Burford Crafters began 11 years ago, we have
raised £10,456 for various local charities – thank you to
everyone who has supported our sales in the past.
Please contact me if you are interested in a craft item
and I will plan to meet you - socially distancing of
course. All proceeds will go to Besom in Witney
supporting local families in need.
Christine Brown - 01993 822589
christineibrown7@gmail.com
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WHAT’S ON AT THE WARWICK
HALL
Coming up in November….

Saturday 7 Nov
The Fulbook and Burford WI committee were looking
forward to restarting meetings, however added
restrictions were brought in. This means we will be
starting up again in April 2021.
Over the next few months we will be keeping you
updated with the exciting programme we have, any
coffee afternoons or other upcoming business.

Friday 13 Nov

Burford Jazz Evening

18:00-22:00 (Pre-booking essential)

Friday 20 Nov

Café Fifteen Pop-Up Pie & Quiz

18:00-22:00 (Pre-booking essential)

Friday 27 Nov

If you are new to the area or are interested in
attending future meetings please feel free to contact me.

Designers & Makers Fair
10:00-17:00

First Aid Course

09:00-11:30 (Pre-booking essential)

Regular Weekly Events…
Café Fifteen is open every day except Sundays,
10:00-16:00, with socially distanced tables spread into
the New Hall and Garden as well as the Atrium. No
need to book, but Track & Trace information will be
required on arrival.

Many thanks
Frankie - Francescafowkes@hotmail.com
Tel: 07967 817994
*********************************************

DOUBLE CROSS?

Aerobics

Monday & Thursday Evenings
18:15-19:15

Slimming World

Wednesday Mornings
08:30-12:00

Relax & Stretch Class

Thursday Mornings
11:00-12:30

Friday Focus Lunch

Fridays
12:00-14:30

Owing to COVID-19 regulations, pre-booking is
essential for any of the regular weekly events.
For further details, contact Rory Darling, Bookings &
Facilities Manager, on 01993 224 783, or email
bookings@burfordchurch.org
The Warwick Hall office is manned 08:00-17:00
Monday to Friday.
Please note that most of the weddings and parties
planned for 2020 have been postponed until the summer
of 2021, and so if you want to book the Warwick Hall at
the weekend in May to September 2021, it is worth
acting now while there are still a few weekends
available.
Rory Darling
Johanna Butt kindly sent us this photograph which
shows a cross made by her son, Jason, for a service of
blessing for his marriage which took place at Widford
Church earlier this year. We understand that the altar
cross in the church had mysteriously disappeared so
Jason, who lives in Australia, set to work and made a
new one. Appropriately it was made from two pieces of
wood from a red gum tree (Eucalyptus camaldulensis).
Happily the original altar cross was later found so the
church now has two.
Editors

BURFORD BONFIRE NIGHT
We have been asked to record that the annual Bonfire
Night on the Rec in Burford has been cancelled
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. No surprise there,
we imagine.
Editors
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For more information on how to join the Zoom
lecture, please contact Frances Sparkes on 01993
823943 or, preferably by email,
publicity@theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk

11 November Zoom Lecture
Packing up the Nation in 1940 and Finding
Hiding Places for the Nation’s Treasures
With Caroline Shenton

To learn more about The Arts Society Cotswolds and to
keep abreast of any additional activities, please log into
the website www.theartssocietycotswolds.org.uk
Frances Sparkes

In the light of the Covid-19 pandemic and until further
notice our lectures and other events are being presented
via Zoom. Full details of how to join are on our website.

********************************************

BURFORD AND KINGHAM ROTARY

Our lecturer will relate the gripping and sometimes
hilarious story of how a band of heroic curators
and eccentric custodians saved Britain’s national
heritage during our Finest Hour.

Rotary's "monumental contribution" to global efforts to
eradicate polio was celebrated in the House of
Commons at prime minister’s questions.
Rotary members, volunteers and supporters around the
world have raised over US$2 billion in the global fight
to eradicate the disease. This money has helped to
immunise and protect over 2.5 billion children around
the world.
On World Polio Day on 24 October. Burford and
Kingham members planted over 2,000 purple crocus
bulbs (the symbol of eradicating polio once and for all)
on the banks either side of the High Street in Burford.
In the spring we will be
selling in Chipping Norton,
Burford and Carterton purple
crocus bulbs in pots to raise
money for polio eradication
and to raise awareness of this
awful disease. If anyone has
some spare small flower pots
or would like to donate a bag
of bulb fibre to this worthy
cause, we should be
extremely grateful. Please
ring Ros on 01608643844
and she will collect. Thank you so much.
At our November meeting we are looking forward to
a speaker meeting by Zoom with Richard Poad, “The
Dunkirk Little Ships “
If you would be interested in meeting likeminded
people, and being able to raise money to help local and
national charities, why not think about joining one of
our Zoom meetings? We are a small but very friendly
group of men and women, with members from all the
local villages in the area. We are always looking to
welcome new members.
So if you would like to find out
what Rotary is about why not contact
our secretary John Smith
jpw.smith@jass.co.uk
We would love to hear from you
Ros Richardson

As Hitler prepared to invade Poland during the
sweltering summer of 1939, men and women from
across London’s museums, galleries and archives,
forged extraordinary and ingenious plans to send their
collections to safety.
Using stately homes, tube tunnels, slate mines,
castles, prisons, stone quarries and even their own
houses, a dedicated bunch of unlikely misfits packed up
the nation’s greatest treasures and, in a race against time,
dispatched them throughout the country on a series of
top-secret wartime adventures.
We will hear what happened to them next.
Dr Caroline Shenton is an archivist and historian. She
was formerly director of the Parliamentary Archives in
London, and before that was a senior archivist at the
National Archives. Her book The Day Parliament
Burned Down won the Political Book of the Year Award
in 2013 and Mary Beard called it ‘microhistory at its
absolute best’. Its acclaimed sequel, Mr Barry’s War,
about the rebuilding of the Palace of Westminster, was a
Book of the Year in 2016 for The Daily
Telegraph and BBC History Magazine and was
described by Lucy Worsley as "a real jewel, finely
wrought and beautiful".
Members will be sent the Zoom invitation via our
newsletter. Guests are welcome to join us with a
suggested donation of £5 per person.

- 13 -

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

Post Office Considerations

When will the highway works relating to Shilton
Road development ever end?

Burford School Foundation has several properties in
Burford and this year, especially, has not been easy as a
landlord. When one of our leaseholders approached us
with a request to allow an early break in the lease it was
agreed.
The Charity Commission requires the Foundation to
achieve best value with all its properties and I have to
admit that with the economy and high street business the
way they are, I was worried that this would prove to be a
difficult task. But the Foundation was fortunate to have
three strong bids for the property. Unfortunately, with two
of the bids being local it was inevitable that one was
going to lose out.
After taking independent advice and looking at all the
business cases for all three companies, the Foundation
trustees voted for the company that had the strongest
business case and least risk, as required by the Charity
Commission. It has nothing to do with whether the
Foundation liked the idea of a Post Office and Café or not
- it was purely a best value decision.
The Foundation wishes the Coulters every success
with their endeavours to bring a Post Office back to
Burford.
Andrew Beaney - Chair, Burford School Foundation

Highway works specified within the s278 agreement
between Lioncourt Homes and Oxfordshire County
Council affect not only Shilton Road residents but the
whole of Burford. To safeguard the projected increase of
pedestrians crossing the A40 and A361 there are to be two
new crossings. Both were due to be completed by 31 May
2020.
Anyone who has watched Burford School pupils trying
to use the crossing point on the A361 Lechlade Road just
south of the A40 in order to arrive and leave school will
tell you it is both risky and dangerous. There have been
countless near misses and last year a pupil was hit trying to
cross at this point. Within the s278 there is provision for an
extension of the existing splitter island at the A361 arm of
the A40 roundabout and the installation of a single
uncontrolled pedestrian crossing.
Over recent years the number of pupils needing to cross
at this point has increased and these numbers will escalate
once the Shilton Road development is occupied. Every
morning the 233 bus drops many pupils in the layby on the
south side of the A40. To avoid the need to cross the A361
Stagecoach were asked to drop off within the school
grounds but unfortunately this was deemed impractical.
Regarding the construction of the crossing we have
something of a Catch-22 situation in that Lioncourt need a
licence from OCC to start it and OCC will not sign it off
until Lioncourt complete the work, but during this
ridiculous standoff these pupils will continue to run the
gauntlet every single day in their attempt to get to school.
Safeguarding measures are needed immediately, not at
some indeterminate date in the future. Lives are being put
at risk.
The refuge adjacent to the bus stop on the A40 is due to
be converted to a puffin crossing to provide a safe way for
pedestrians, invalid buggies, and prams to access town. A
new two metre wide pavement along the west side of
Shilton Road will provide access to the A40 from the
development. However this has only been partially
constructed and there are points where it is less than a
metre wide, making it unsuitable for use by buggies.
We are alarmed by the magnitude of the outstanding
highway works. In October we voiced these concerns to
the Burford Town Council and requested their support to
expedite these works. We have identified areas where we
believe the town council can assist and ultimately ensure
OCC do not sign off the highway works if not fully
compliant with the terms of the s278. We are grateful to the
town council for their commitment.
Lioncourt are already five months behind schedule, not
for any reasons associated with Covid but more it would
appear to do with the lack of necessary licences from OCC.
Lioncourt appear unable to offer a revised completion date
but until the highways works detailed in the s278 are fully
signed off, there can be no occupancy of any of the new
property on the development.
If you, like us, find the continuing prevaricating over the
delays unacceptable and are worried over the resulting
risks to personal safety then please register your worries
with Burford Town Council.
John Blackburn
Secretary, Burford Shilton Road Residents’ Association

NEWS FROM BURFORD PRIMARY
SCHOOL (1)

NEWS FROM BURFORD PRIMARY
SCHOOL (2)

In September we welcomed back all of our pupils after
the school closure; it was fantastic to have all of our
pupils in school together and they had a very exciting
surprise waiting for them.

The governors of Burford Primary School are delighted
to announce the appointment of a new headteacher.
Adam Clark, currently headteacher at another Cotswold
primary school at Down Ampney in Gloucestershire,
was successful in a recruitment exercise recently run by
the school and ODST. Adam comes to us with the
experience of having led and improved a primary school
to a "Good" Ofsted grade in his first post as a
headteacher.
Burford Primary School is, like the town of Burford,
growing and opens a new class next September to cope
with the expected increase in pupil admission numbers
and demand for places.
In January 2021, we welcome Adam to this exciting
phase of growth and I am sure Burford joins with the
governors, staff, pupils, parents and carers in wishing
Adam every success.
Ruth Bright - chair of governors

Warwick Class- one of the outdoor areas

Last summer the school was extended to allow for an
extra classroom to be built upstairs and to make better
use of the existing accommodation downstairs. This
extension was of the ‘new’ building (the building built
in the 1970s as opposed to the Victorian building) and
involved a two storey extension to the rear.

Warwick Reception Classroom

Staying Safe in the EU?

I’m sure I’m not the only person to have noticed the little
blue circle in the bottom right hand corner,
acknowledging support from the EU as well as HMG.
Will they have to remove it after 31 December?
Edward Mortimer
We approached the EU Delegation to the UK for a
comment and they replied as follows:”There is an EU
programme called The High Street Fund, co-financed
100% by the European Regional Development Fund. It
started in June and helps towns to adapt
to changes triggered by COVID,
including for example safety measures in
streets. I understand from colleagues in
English regional authorities that the UK
Ministry for Housing, Communities and
Local Government applied for this
funding from the UK ERDF national
programme (for your background, EU
regional funding is normally managed
locally, not from Brussels) and received
£50 million. Under the Withdrawal
Agreement England is eligible for ERDF funding until
2023 and until the closure of the programme in 2025.” Ed
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Warwick Class- ‘Fish Loos’!

Warwick Nursery Classroom

As a result of this extension Warwick Class, made up of
ten nursery children and 20 reception children, have a
completely reconfigured indoor space and an updated
outdoor space. The children’s favourite addition is the
‘fish loos’ (see photo). The upstairs space has been
altered and extended beyond recognition to create two
large classrooms, one of which is currently Priory Class
made up of children in years 5 and 6. The second
upstairs classroom will open in September 2021,
enabling the school to cater for the growing population
of Burford. Our other two classes - Windrush, years 1
and 2, and Tolsey, years 3 and 4, are taught in the two
large Victorian classrooms within the original building.
Below are some photos which show the transformation,
and do visit our school website as we keep this up to
date with photos and school news www.burfordpri.oxon.sch.uk
It’s a really exciting time for our primary school, and
we look forward to sharing the school’s journey with
you.
Miss Lisa Austin and Mrs Clare Silvester, interim
headteachers

Upstairs Priory Classroom
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BURFORD SCHOOL

With applications for a place in Year 7 now closed, our
efforts have been focused on preparing for our virtual
Sixth Form Open Evening. Once again we have
produced a video showing life in the Sixth Form and our
new video will go live on the home page of our website
on Thursday 5 November. Individual tours will be
available from Monday 9 November and the closing
date for applications is Friday 8 January.

How fortunate we are to have such an extensive rural
site. We have definitely made the most of it this autumn.
Fine weather early in October allowed our students to
continue to spend the majority of their breaks and
lunchtimes outside in the sunshine – a great bonus
before the onset of colder weather and in line with
government guidance regarding plenty of fresh air.

In November we shall be looking forward to celebrating
our Charter Day and the successes of our senior students
during last year. Whether we are able to see those who
left us in Years 11 and 13 in person remains to be seen
but, either way, there will be much to celebrate.
Sarah Duckworth - Marketing Manager
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk

Enthusiasm for extra-curricular

A range of clubs and activities have, once again, become
part of daily life and eager and enthusiastic students
have attended a wide range of clubs from badminton to
ensembles, design and technology to i-media. Perspex
screens have allowed our musicians to continue to play
and the students have been enjoying games of rounders
and cricket, having missed out on them during
lockdown.

*********************************************

FRIENDS OF BURFORD LIBRARY

Let the music play on

Sorry to say, we still have no positive news about a reopening date for our library. Veral Marshall, chair of
the Friends Committee, has contacted Oxford Library
Services to remind them that we would like to see some
progress being made and to express regret that we were
unable to participate in national Library Services Week.
On a brighter note the library is contributing information
and bookmarks to the new, welcoming Living in
Burford pack.
As news is scant, we thought you might enjoy a little
light relief in the form of a short quiz. No prizes I'm
afraid, just a smug feeling of satisfaction when you see
your scores in December's Bridge. And no looking up
the answers on your mobile phones!
What are the real names of these authors'
pen names?
Robert Galbraith: Agatha Christie:
Victoria Lucas: Mary Westmacott: George
Eliot: Richard Bachman: Benjamin Black.
Answers next month.
Elizabeth Mortimore
31 Oxfordshire libraries are now open
including Carterton and Witney - Ed
*********************************************

With distancing a priority, individual music lessons have
moved out of our Music Cottage and are now enjoyed
by all who drop into Reception or pass the Main Hall
during the school day. Some familiar Christmas tunes
are currently in the early stages of their development
and we look forward eagerly to their final polished
performance after another eight or so weeks!

BURFORD OIL SYNDICATE
(Covering Burford, Fulbrook,
Taynton and Bradwell Village Only)
Next order date is Thursday 26 November 2020 by
5.00pm. Late orders will not be accepted. Deliveries for
the November order are expected to be between 1 and
24 December, depending on weather and market
conditions at the time. The following order will be on
Thursday 7 January 2021, with delivery expected by the
end of January.
You can join the syndicate and order online at
www.burfordoil.co.uk, or membership application forms
and order forms are available from Burford News and
Reavley’s Chemist. Any questions please contact Peter
Higgs - 822462

Looking forward to Sixth Form Open Day

Following the enormous success of our Open Day
videos, which featured on our school website, we
received a huge number of enquiries from parents
requesting one of the individual tours we were offering.
Parents were particularly appreciative of the time taken
by staff to escort them around the school as individual
families and many said how valuable it had been in
helping them with their forthcoming selection of a
suitable secondary school for their child.
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THE MADHATTER BOOKSHOP

Three Women and a Boat by Costa Book Award
shortlisted author, Anne Youngson is both witty

Sitting behind my screen with a cup of tea and a slice of
cake watching the rain bounce off the High Street after
what has been a beautifully sunny autumn Friday, I can
hardly believe how far we have come from Opening
Day on 24 June.
Our shelves are positively bursting with books. The
cacophony of excited newly released titles jostle with
the poised and perfectly formed classics for a place in
the window and the perfect scent of new books mixes
with the scent of the Winter Market from our new stock
of scented candles from Burford Candle Company.
Every day I still unlock the doors and smile at how
wonderful it is to have achieved the dream of being a
book shop owner. My love for Madhatter Bookshop
comes not only from a lifelong love of all things literary
but a love of people.
In my experience the best way to enjoy something is
to see someone else enjoy it and to see so many smiles
each day is certainly infectious. Thank you lovely
people of Burford for your support, next time you pop in
to say hello please do register for our VIP loyalty card.
As well as focussing on bringing you the best books
we now have a sumptuous stock of children’s slippers
and grown up PJs and of course we are keeping up
Sarah’s family tradition with a new AW2021 collection
of hats: from splendid fedoras to beautiful bowlers, from
peaky blinders to baker boys, we have your head
covered for every occasion.
We are of course working hard to keep all our
customers safe during these difficult times and if you
are isolating or just nervous about visiting us then please
do call us and we are very happy to take orders over the
phone and deliver to your home or if you prefer we can
arrange a private out of hours browse for you and your
bubble. We are also hoping to add further stock
available from our website
www.madhatterbooksop.co.uk
As well as the latest titles we are thrilled to bring you
new books from three local authors.

and disarmingly truthful. The story of Eve, determined
to become a free spirit,
Sally, who has waved
goodbye to her indifferent
husband and three grownup children and Anastasia,
a defiantly independent
narrowboat dweller,
suddenly vulnerable as
she awaits a life-saving
operation. Inexperienced
and ill-equiped and guided
remotely by the
unsympathetic Anastasia,
Sally and Eve embark
upon a journey along the
glorious waterways of
England and into the
unfathomable depths of
the human heart.

Music, My Life by Brian Kay is reviewed by
Gordon Elliot on the following page of the magazine.
We will have a stock of signed editions of each of
these three wonderful books.
We simply cannot wait for a time when we can invite
you to join us at the bookshop for poetry recitals and
book readings but in the meantime we are putting
together a series of events on Zoom, chatting to authors
and artists from across the UK. You can see details
about our events from Zoom to Christmas shopping on
our website and advertised in the shop.
We are also working with our bookshop friend and
English scholar, Christine McLaren, to offer you Read,
Eat, Repeat, an in depth convivial discussion group
exploring six of the best classics from the last 20 years.
We will discuss form, content, style, the authors, your
reaction to the books and whether they speak to our
time. The death of the novel was heralded by many in
the 20th century but these six titles show that it is as
alive and relevant as ever. Do email or pop in for
further details. themadhatterbookstore@gmail.com
I look forward to seeing you all over the coming weeks
and wish you all a splendid safe season sitting in your
PJs with a book in one hand and your favourite drink, be
it tea or sherry, in the other.
Kim Harvey

A Clock of Stars, The Shadow Moth by
Francesca Gibbons is an absolute must for every

child this Christmas. A story about Imogen and her little
sister Marie who find
themselves trapped in a
magical kingdom where no
one behaves as they should
and the sisters must move
fast to escape the monsters
that come out after dark.
Longing to return home,
they find help from a spoiled
prince, a dancing bear and
even the stars above. Not
only is this a truly exciting
adventure with illustrations
by Chris Riddell, it is simply
a splendid gem of a book.
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FACING THE MUSIC

Interspersed within this story are three “Intermissions”
containing a number of amusing anecdotes from the
world of music. I particularly enjoyed the story of the
blind pianist and his guide dog. (If you want to know
more, you’ll have to buy the book.) If you are looking
for a Christmas present for a friend who has the merest
smidgen of interest in music, this could be just the thing.
Music, My Life: A Gallimaufry of Musical Memories by
Brian Kay. 290pp. Published by Umbria Press, £16.95.
Available now from the Madhatter Bookshop.
Gordon Elliot

I was very flattered when
Brian Kay contacted me and
asked me if I would be
willing to review his
memoir. As his legion of
fans will know, Brian has
enjoyed not one but three
stellar careers in the world
of music, as a founder
member and lowest voice of
the King’s Singers, as a
multi-award winning
broadcaster and as a
conductor, not least in our
own neck of the woods with
the Burford Singers. Now
he has written Music, My Life, a full account of his story
packed with anecdotes about the great and the good. If
you think of Brian from his work in Burford as being
solely concerned with serious classical music, you are
seriously mistaken as the range of his activities shows.
When I say he has worked with everybody, this is
scarcely an exaggeration. He took tea with E.M. Forster
at Cambridge, sang the part of Christus in the St
Matthew Passion alongside Peter Pears as the Evangelist
and performed at 10 Downing Street for three prime
ministers. He was part of a backing group for Pink
Floyd (he says the air was thick with the smells of
unfamiliar substances), worked (separately) with both
Flanders and Swann, shared a dressing room with Les
Dawson at the Leeds City Varieties and played the part
of Anne of Cleeves to Harry Secombe’s Henry VIII.
With the King’s Singers he did 2000 concerts over 15
years (that’s about one every three days) with huge
amounts of travelling in between.

*********************************************

CAROLINE’S CLASSICS
Spies by Michael Frayn
“My mother is a German spy” is
the secret revealed to
impressionable prep school boy
Stephen Wheatley by his revered
best friend Keith Hayward. It’s
the Second World War and the
lads live in a backwater suburban
cul-de-sac in London, hardly the
setting for deadly espionage. But
ringleader Keith enlists his
initially unwilling but eager-toplease pal to start a covert
surveillance on the hapless
mother and housewife. Shopping basket on her arm, Mrs
Hayward’s ordinary comings and goings take on a
sinister aspect. But what begins as a deliciously devious
‘jolly jape’ – involving a ‘mysterious’ diary and a ‘scary’
railway tunnel - gradually spirals out of control. Tragic
consequences must be faced, yet were they?
The whole childhood escapade is recollected by our
narrator Stephen, now almost 50 years older. He is still
troubled and defined by it. Disturbing memories are
triggered by the distinctive sweet smell of a summer
garden plant. He tells the reader ‘It’s something quite
harsh and coarse. It reeks. It has a kind of sexual
urgency to it… it’s whispering to me of something
secret, of some dark and unsettling thing at the back of
my mind, of something I don’t quite like to think about’.
So he’s forced to return to his old home to relive and
make sense of a perilous puzzle.
Frayn brilliantly recounts the chain of events through
the eyes of an adult with all-too-obvious hindsight.
Stephen looks on at himself as he was - an insecure
child, on the cusp of puberty – unable to grasp what was
really occurring. The tension and claustrophobia of his
impossible situation relentlessly piles up and is
excruciating when Stephen realises the
misinterpretations and mistakes he’s about to make as a
boy. The story is related with a mix of wry humour and
horror, unsettling enough in itself. The final twist is
genius, yet clues were signposted, which makes you
want to go back and re-read it immediately.
And, in case you’re wondering, the elusive smell
turns out to be…
Caroline Fisher

When he eventually tired of this exciting but strenuous
life, Brian was for a time a “kept man”, supported by his
wife Gilly, a star soprano in Baroque repertoire. He
then joined the BBC, initially as an announcer but
quickly graduating to presenting his own programmes
and choice of music. His radio work included Melodies
for You, Friday Night is Music Night, 3 for All and
Brian Kay’s Light Programme. On television he
presented, amongst other things, the Vienna New Year’s
Day concert and the first iterations of Cardiff Singer of
the World. Overlapping with this was his work as a
conductor with such groups as the Huddersfield Choral
Society and the Cheltenham Bach Choir, later being
conductor of the Leith Hill Festival whose founder
conductor was Ralph Vaughan Williams. His work in
Burford is not neglected and it was particularly
interesting to read about the performances by the
augmented Burford Singers of Britten’s War Requiem at
Winchester Cathedral and Tewkesbury Abbey in 2018.
He writes that “People have often asked my why I enjoy
working with amateurs so much. I’m quick to remind
them that whereas Noah’s ark was built by amateurs,
professionals built the Titanic!”
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ALICE’S BOOK GROUP

LOCAL TOURISM BOOST

Considering that Georgette Heyer published fifty books,
a conveniently round number, it is surprising that two of
the eight members present at the garden meeting of
Alice’s Book Group chose the same book. One loved it,
the other didn’t even manage to finish.
It is refreshing when we decide that everyone should
make their own selection from a particular oeuvre or
author – but makes it hard to review! Heyer’s Regency
novels appear to have been staple reading for any young
female teenage bookworm, and I think we all had read
most of them. Her detective novels were less ubiquitous,
probably because they were set in more recent times and
published between 1932 and 1952. She wrote a few
books set in the Georgian age and half a dozen historical
novels. Only one of these was under discussion: The
Conqueror chronicled the life of Duke William from
birth to his taking of England, you know when. It put
flesh on the bones of a man whose title and conquests
have shrouded the real person. It is a novel, so his
courtship and marriage to a suitable woman is given
romantic overtones, whilst the fact that it was politically
advantageous is rather glossed over, but Heyer’s
research into the liaison and other contemporary details
is incredible, and battles are described quite vividly and
viscerally, unusually for that period of writing. The
description of Falaise market is overwhelming with lists
of the goods on sale, though a subtle hint as to what the
items actually were would have been nice; they defeated
the standard dictionary.
Heyer was noted for her research. Her collection of
historical reference books was huge, and this is evident
too in the Regency novels, though, of course, none of us
really knew if the references are correct, but they feel
right. Generally they follow a formula: a feisty female
meets an aloof gentleman and they both are surprised
when they fall in love – Shakespeare did a variation first
with his Shrew. These girls are not what we understand
young Regency ladies to have been, and perhaps Heyer
is, subconsciously or not, echoing the desire of early
20th century females to have more say in their destinies.
However, most of the stories are entertaining and a good
read.
The detective novels are
so much of their time that
they meld with other 1920s
detective stories. They are
well plotted, but they portray
times and mores distanced
from our own. Should
Georgette Heyer’s detective
stories be compared to those
of Agatha Christie? Probably
to their disadvantage, but
again, they are nicely written
and fun.
A contemporary read
Above book is editorially
next: Between the Stops
recommended, albeit easyby Sandi Toskvig.
reading, Heyer novel. Ed
Veral Marshall

Cotswolds Tourism has announced it has received
funding from VisitEngland for its successful ‘Uncover
the Cotswolds’ project. The project - encompassing the
wider Cotswolds including West Oxfordshire,
Cheltenham, Gloucester, Forest of Dean and Wye Valley
- is to benefit from the UK Government’s £40m
Discover England Fund, administered by VisitEngland.
Working together since 2018, Uncover the Cotswolds
has already brought together authentic local experiences
from across the wider region into a new travel trade
website to enable tour operators to have easily bookable
products to choose from.
With the impact of Covid-19, the project will now
refocus activity and support, to help businesses benefit
from the domestic market, as well as plan ahead for
reaching a wider global audience longer term.
A key part will be encouraging businesses to get
bookable via the local destination websites and Tourism
Exchange Great Britain (TXGB), VisitEngland’s new
one-stop online platform which will help raise
awareness of the range of products and help businesses
increase bookings.

Longer term the project is aimed at driving inbound
tourism with a focus to attract visitors from the Nordic
markets, Italy and Spain, dispersing visitors across the
wider region and providing them with greater access to
authentic local experiences.
Anyone interested in finding out more
about how to get involved in the Uncover
the Cotswolds project should email
cotswoldstourism@cotswold.gov.uk or
speak with their local tourism officer.
On the subject of tourism, which is of course a major
part of the local economy, there is a rumour circulating
about the Visitor Information Centre . This has not
reopened since lockdown and it is feared that it could be
permanently closed We contacted WODC, who run it,
and they said on 10 October that “A decision has not
been made but we are expecting a paper on it in the next
week or so.” We shall of course report on this when we
hear anything definite.
Editors
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Any work that needs to be carried out in the vicinity of
Burford School will be carried out with the knowledge of
the school to ensure disruption to the school is
minimised. A significant element of the most disruptive
works will be carried out during half term again. OCC
will be working with the school to ensure the safety of
the pupils and all other users of the crossing point and to
ensure that they can cross the road in a safe and
controlled manner. Meanwhile, additional measures,
including extra crossing points on the A40 and A361 and
speed limit reductions on both roads and in Burford town
centre are to be carried out as soon as possible to improve
safety further. These measures are being provided both by
OCC and as part of the Lionscourt Development in
Shilton Road. The A361 controlled pedestrian crossing is
also vitally important and a safe and secure crossing
needs to be put into place.
More information on the construction programme will
be shared with the school in the coming weeks to enable
them to inform students and parents. There will also be a
designated page on the Oxfordshire County Council
website to keep you all up to date with progress and to
assist with safe routes to school during term times.
Success of our HGV Campaign
There is visible evidence that over
90% of HGVs are now avoiding
Burford. We will never eradicate all
HGVs as farm and local traders will
need to use the Burford route.
However, the improvement in air
quality and reduction in noise and
volume is a healthy and visible
contribution to Burford.
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson nfjuk3@gmail.com
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk

MRS BUMBLES
One of the final tests you have to pass to join the SAS is a
60 mile forced march carrying a full pack across the
Brecon Beacons. At the end of this march you approach
the lorry that takes you back to camp, its engine would be
running. As you approach the lorry it drives off without
you and the last you see of it is its red tail lights
disappearing into the distance.
The sergeant turns to you and tells you that the march
has been extended and you have to do another 10 miles.
It’s cold and it’s raining.
A lot of people give up at that moment. Most don’t –
they march on and 400 yards around the corner the lorry is
parked up and takes them back to camp. You have passed.
It was all part of the test.
Now I am not suggesting that moving the Post Office is
equivalent to joining the SAS. But over the last six months
it has often felt like it!
Good grief, the amount of paper work and effort
required to move the Post Office just a few hundred yards
to its new site next to Mrs Bumbles has been eyewatering.
But we are getting there. The town council have finally
agreed to move the waste bin which was totally blocking
the new entrance. Just as well really.
And on 9 October in a final Dibleyesque twist, the town
council have voted to support our application and are no
longer investigating the planning position – which the
WODC approved several months ago! We can finally sign
the declaration for the Post Office.
A word of warning though.
If anyone else asks me when I am changing my name to
Pat and have I got Jess yet, my new black and white cat, I
will not be held responsible for my actions.
Steve Colter
Let’s hope not too many SAS prospective recruits read The
Bridge - Ed

BURFORD ARCHIVE SALE
Photos taken before the doors opened kindly provided by Derek Cotterill and Peter Martin

To raise funds for the Burford Archive Project an attic sale was held at the Warwick Hall on Saturday 17 October. This
was a very worthwhile event and, through the generosity of donors, a wide range of items were on offer including an
exercise bike, a dishwasher, leaf blowers, antique furniture, paintings, books, complete dinner services, silver,
ornaments and soft furnishings.
There are plans to collect items to offer in a pop-up shop for a few days before Christmas.

*********************************************

OCC COUNCILLOR REPORT

The Cotswolds Conservation Board, which looks after the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
announced a new name and logo in mid-September. The
change is an active welcome to the findings in the
Government’s Landscapes Review published in 2019.
The review proposed that National Parks and AONBs
should be brought together, as “one family of national
landscapes”; it suggested that the cumbersome title
‘AONB’ should be replaced – with ‘National Landscape’ –
so we’ve done it.

Update on Burford School Bridge (across A40)
The County Council (“OCC”) has decided to demolish
the pedestrian footbridge over the A40, adjacent to
Burford School. The demolition took place on the nights
of 17 and 18 October 2020. (See photos later. Ed)
As readers are probably aware, the bridge has been hit
by several vehicles over the years, leaving it in an unsafe
condition. As a result, it has been closed to the public
since November 2019. The safety of the pupils of
Burford School and the pedestrians of Burford is
paramount to OCC. Unfortunately, due to the age and the
condition of the bridge this means that OCC believe that
there is no viable alternative other than to demolish it and
replace with a permanent pedestrian-controlled crossing.
Although I personally would have preferred the bridge to
be repaired, it seems that was no longer an option.
A temporary crossing, controlled by traffic signals,
was installed when the footbridge was closed, and this is
to be made into a permanent feature. Work is due to start
in February 2021 and is set to be completed by the end of
March 2021.

The new look for the Cotswolds reminds us that our
precious natural landscape is for all. The logo retains and
amplifies the Cotswold Lion sheep synonymous with the
region, features the updated ‘Cotswolds National
Landscape’ name, and presents a bold new colour. It gives
a nod to the heritage of the Cotswolds, but showcases the
area in a more energetic, invigorating, and inviting way.
alana.hopkins@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk
We understand that this is a small step towards the board’s
objective of turning the AONB into a National Park but
this is likely to be a lengthy process - Ed
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A lovely photo of Tanners Lane in Burford last November provided by Peter Martin
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FAREWELL FROM ONE BRIDGE TO ANOTHER
The local, intrepid photographer, Pete Gould, didn’t spare himself to take these wonderful photos of the demolition of
the footbridge over the A40 near Burford School. He reported that it took around two hours to assemble the crane.The
main support columns had to be cut through and then the stairs were cut, after which everything was loaded onto
lorries. “ It was a long night!!”

LOCAL HISTORY for BURFORD COMMUNITY
The Kempster Day Book

Race from the North Pole
21 November – 19 December
Are you looking for something festive and fun to do this
Christmas? If so then sign up to this great virtual Helen &
Douglas House Christmas event, The Race from the North
Pole, and raise money to help local terminally ill children.
They need your help getting Santa from the North Pole
to Helen & Douglas House in time for Christmas. All you
need to do is walk, cycle, scoot, hop, or skip 4, 20, 40, or
100 miles anytime between 21 November and 19
December 2020. Entry is free. To find out more go to
racefromnorthpole.helenanddouglas.org.uk.
Thank you for your help and support.
Janet Carruzzo - PR & Marketing Manager
Direct Line: +44 (0)1865 7997150 | Main Line: +44
(0)1865 794749
***********************************************

The Kempster Daybook and extract dated 21 September
1672 reading “ This was then was Loaded into Humphrey
Duffins boat 73 ffoot of stone at ratcat” (aka Radcot now).
One of the joys for me of having access to the historic
records of Burford is unravelling the stories behind some
of the documents lying hidden in the collection. But in
August this year I ‘discovered’ a framed letter which has
always been in full view! Through this scrap of paper, we
find that members of the Privy Council were in Burford
with King Charles I in June 1644, and by inference, that
the ‘Bay Tree’ building is almost certainly older than the
date given by experts. Find out more by contacting
petermartin@btinternet.com who can add your name to
the Archive mailing list, where you can read the whole
story.
Another document, the vellum-covered Kempster
Daybook, was discovered in 1884 at Kitts Quarry, but did
not arrive at The Tolsey until 2003. It was already well
known through some of its contents, that stone from
Upton Quarry was transported to Radcot and loaded into
boats on the River Thames, for the onward journey to
London. Selected extracts of the notebook had often been
quoted, most notably by W. J. Arkell in his Oxford Stone,
but no one had totally transcribed and interpreted the
contents until it was back in Burford.
Spending many hours deciphering the handwriting of
Christopher Kempster, one found that stone was also
taken by road to the wharf on the Thames at Culham,
below Abingdon. This may have been necessary when the
river was too low in the upper reaches, and before the
system of pound locks had been introduced. But an
alternative reason may be that the cost of road transport
was less than the charges imposed by mill owners whose
work was interrupted when the weirs and flash-locks were
breached to allow passage, and their headwaters were
released.

Donate and support older people to be active
and connected during this pandemic
Sir Muir Gray, Age UK Oxfordshire and Active
Oxfordshire have once again teamed up to support the
Share Your Warmth campaign. Last winter, this campaign
helped to get older people more physically active and
reduce isolation and loneliness. Now more than ever, your
help is much needed. We want to get older people active,
feeling supported and connected online. We are asking
people who receive a winter fuel allowance but are able to
spare it, to donate it to this year’s Share your Warmth
campaign.
The last campaign ended in March 2020 at the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic, so these donations couldn’t have
been more timely. The money raised made a real and
immediate difference to older people in Oxfordshire. It
enabled us to make five specialist exercise films that were
designed to maintain strength and balance whilst at home.
Becoming physically deconditioned can have a huge
impact on people’s daily lives, e.g. not being able to walk
as far or as fast or not being able to hold a full kettle of
water. We sent out 1,000 home exercise packs to people
without internet access and also made 3,290 phone calls to
check on people’s wellbeing and to motivate people to be
as active as possible.
Visit the Just Giving page to donate via https://
justgiving.com/campaign/warmth.
Or please send a cheque to: Fundraising, Age UK
Oxfordshire, 9 Napier Court, Barton Lane, Abingdon,
OX14 3YT. Charity No. 1179040

There are many other aspects of 17th century life in
Burford to be uncovered in this and other documents yet
to be explored.
Chris Walker - tolseymuseum@yahoo.co.uk
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BRIAN TAYLOR

PARISH CHURCH SERVICES

THE BRIDGE TEAM

As well as a large number of valuable, helpful
distributors, the Bridge Production Team consists
of:
Advertising Manager
Stephen Richards
Commercial Artist
David Mostyn
Editors
Gordon and Elaine Elliot
Founder/Chief Distributor Clendon Daukes
Proof Reader
Judy Cumming
Website and IT Adviser
Pete Freeman

Brian Taylor, known as Brodie, who lived in Swinbrook,
sadly died at the JR on 3 October after a long illness.
He was 85.
He moved to Ilott Cottage, Swinbrook in 1984, having
previously owned a small cottage in Milton.
He was born in Bolton and was fiercely proud of his
northern roots. He had three careers, firstly as a history
teacher, secondly as a TV producer on art and history
and finally as a very successful theatrical agent.

We have excellent regular contributors and
photographers who are too numerous to mention.

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE

The closing date for entries to the editorial sections
of the magazine is 10th of the month preceding
publication. Please send articles and information
to:
editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at
Burford News for us to collect.
Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of
the month preceding publication. Please contact:
advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk

EDITORIAL POLICY
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors on what
can and cannot be published is final. In particular, they will edit or
decline to publish anything which in their opinion includes personal
attacks on any individual, or is offensive, in bad taste or potentially
defamatory. Opinions expressed by contributors are entirely their
own and the appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does
not indicate that the editors agree with them. Items may also be
edited for clarification or length and may be rejected. Where items
or services are offered for sale, or advertised, the provider is
responsible for ensuring that the goods or services are safe and of
good quality. The editors may refuse to publish advertisements or
other statements about unsuitable items or services.
The Bridge
does not accept responsibility for the accuracy of advertisements and
does not endorse any goods or services which are advertised. All
items submitted for inclusion must give the name and address of the
writer and an email address or telephone number. By submitting any
article, announcement, letter or advertisement to The Bridge you are
deemed to have agreed to the above.

His Swinbrook summer parties were legendary. He
was a generous host and loved entertaining. An evening
with Brian was full of laughter as he narrated past
experiences. He entertained us all at an evening with
him at last year’s Burford Festival where he recounted
the life of Hazel Douglas, replayed by Maev Alexander
and written by Brian called All in Good Time.
Latterly he took up bridge which he played with his
normal vigour.
Alway a ‘Scottie’ person, you would regularly see
Brian walking Hamish in the village.
He will be sadly missed.
Johanna Butt

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to The Bridge
Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019 which can be viewed on
our website www.thebridgeburford.co.uk

St John the Baptist, Burford

St Nicholas, Asthall
1 November
Evening Prayer (BCP)

Please sign up for 11.00am www.burfordchurch.org/sign-up
before Friday 9.00am

1 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Morning Service
11.00am
8 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Remembrance
10.50am
(starting at Burford Church, not the war memorial)
15 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Holy Communion (CW)
11.00am
22 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Morning Service
11.00am
29 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Morning Service
11.00am

1 November
Morning Service
8 November
Remembrance
15 November
Morning Service
22 November
Morning Service
29 November
Morning Service
Tarnia Usher

11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am

The historian Peter Hennessy recently wrote about how one of the great dividing lines in his life was the
disappearance of steam engines from our railways in the 1960s. He also mentioned that the scholar Dom David
Knowles said that for him it was the replacement of the Latin mass. This set us thinking about what for each of us
are the things that seemed permanent but turned out to be transitory. For those of the Anglican persuasion it could
be the use of the King James Bible or the Book of Common Prayer. For an older generation it might be the British
Empire, or for those a little younger, the UK being a member of the European Community. Or it could be
something nearer to home, like having a cottage hospital or resident local bobby. And what are the things of our
time that could disappear before long? Petrol-powered cars, perhaps, or printed newspapers and magazines? Let
us have your thoughts at editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk.
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11.00am
11.00am
11.00am

********************************************

St James the Great, Fulbrook

BURFORD QUAKER MEETING

Please sign up with Lyn Bibbings Burns

Meeting for Worship every Sunday at 11am at the
Friends Meeting House Pytts Lane
David Day

9.30am
9.30am

********************************************

9.30am
9.30am

BURFORD BAPTIST CHURCH

9.30am

We are looking forward to welcoming you back as soon
as possible. We are working at making it safe for
everyone and Covid secure to be indoors.

Please sign up with Jo Knight

1 November
Holy Communion (CW)
8 November
Remembrance
15 November
Evening Prayer (BCP)

10.45am

Sunday Mass: 10.00 am
Due to social distancing measures numbers are limited.
Weekdays:
Tuesday - Mass 10.00 am
Thursday - Mass 10.00 am
Friday - Mass 6.00 pm
Dan Boyle

11.00am

St John the Evangelist, Taynton

POSTSCRIPT

11.00am

ST JOHN FISHER AND ST THOMAS
MORE

Warwick Hall, Burford

1 November
Morning Prayer (CW)
8 November
Remembrance
15 November
Matins (BCP)
22 November
Holy Communion (BCP)
29 November
Morning Prayer (CW)

St Mary, Swinbrook

********************************************

Please sign up www.burfordchurch.org/sign-up before Friday
9.00am

1 November
Families Together
8 November
Families Together
15 November
Families Together
22 November
Families Together
29 November
Families Together

6.00pm

Please keep in touch. We are collecting shoeboxes this
year and welcome donations of any kind to assist with
this event. We will keep you all in our prayers and
watch this space!
Gill Crippen, Nicholas Wood
Trustees Burford Baptist Church
gill.crippen@googlemail.com 07967 362885 -

9.30am
10.50am
6.00pm
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name

Business Type

Phone

Antiques @ The George

Award winning, friendly antiques centre

01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo

Find us at Christmas Court in Burford

01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital

(Burford Branch) Large and small animal care

01608 642547

CJD Architects

Chartered Architects

01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company

We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat)

01993 823882

Cotswold Painting & Decorating

All Painting and Decorating

01993 823670
07919 886685

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd

Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

01993 822226

Jenny Smith

Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held.

07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors

Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk

01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher

Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists

01993 220579

Light My Night

Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk

01865 460300

Mallams

Auctioneers and Valuers

01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM

Piano Teacher

01993 774568

Painter and Decorator

01451 810376
07788 896496

Peter Garratt















StayCotswold

Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com

01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees

Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs

01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage

Vehicle servicing & repairs. MOT Testing Station

01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd

Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk

01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA

Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits

01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate

Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk

01993 220281

ElWell

Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older

01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic

Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ

01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffer Services

Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk

07920 135157

Tony Williams

Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations

07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer

for all your Airport & Cruise transfers

01993823152
07751472125

Computer problems fixed!

Contact Colin

07887 532252

www.nicholsonsgb.com

The Stone Gallery

Makers of Gold and Silver Jewellery, agent for Georg Jensen. Paperweights &
Pictures. www.stonegallery.co.uk

01993 823302

The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL
01869 340342

NFU Mutual

Insurance | Pensions | Investments - Call your local Witney agency

01993 776716
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A HIDDEN GEM IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE
Here at Nicholsons we aim to offer you much more than your typical
garden centre experience.

The Plant Centre

Hedging & Screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses
Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy pots | Expert advice & Guidance

Rosara - Outdoor style for your garden

Furniture Sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles
Kadais and BBQs | Lighting

The Yurt Café - Delightful treats under canvas

Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Afternoon Tea
Artisan teas | Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome
To find out more please visit our website:
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Executive & VIP Transport

GARDEN &
LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES
Mercedes Benz Saloon and 6 Seat MPV

Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Airport & Seaport Transfers
Business Meetings
Sporting events

Contact sales on 01993
Opening Times

My Chauffeur UK

sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Monday - Friday 07:30 - 17:00
Saturday

WWW.mychauffeuruk.co.uk
Info@mychauffeuruk.co.uk
08000 72 52 92

08:00 - 13:00

SKIP & PLANT HIRE

The Regions Premiere Chauffeur Service

Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ

RAMONA GOGOLOS MCFHP
MAFHP
FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

822226

.

Services:toe nail trimming
ingrowing nail
thickened nails
corn and callus removal
fungal nail treatment
verruca treatment
diabetic foot advice

Artisan Bakery & Café

Family run bakery baking real bread and
handmade cakes - from Sourdoughs &
Baguettes to Chelsea Buns & Birthday Cakes!

Supporters of our Local Community
At the Rooflight Company we believe business should
be a force for good. That’s why we have developed the
perfect rooflight solution for heritage areas of outstanding
natural beauty, and are also proud to support our local
community.

Christmas at the Bakery

To give or share with family and friends.

Speak to us today about our
Conservation Rooflight® range.

Burford Foot Clinic: Castles Yard,
Pytts Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ
(By appointment only)
Home visits also available
Tel: 01993 200 980
Mob: 07884318091

Handmade Christmas Cakes
Christmas Puddings
Marzipan Stollen
Freshly Baked Mince Pies

Heritage | Modern | Bespoke Design
Visit: www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
Email: enquiries@therooflightcompany.co.uk | Tel: 01993 833155

T: 01993 823898 E: info@bakeryonthehill.uk
53 High Street, Burford, OX18 4QA

Designed and built in Oxfordshire
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• Loose covers
covers
•• Loose
Curtains
•• Curtains
Re-Upholstery
•• Re-Upholstery
Tracks & Poles

Barguss

• Tracks
& Poles
TEN
YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call
For personal, helpful service,
Tel: 01844 261769
call
Mob:please
07802 213381

Historic and listed building specialists

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
Mob: 0780 1182 400

CONSTRUCTION LTD

9 OUT OF 10 CUSTOMERS
RENEW WITH US EACH YEAR
To find out why, talk to us today about your home and car insurance needs.

Call your
your local
localXXXXX
Witney agency
agency on:
on:

XXXX 776
XXX716
XXXX
01993

www.grahamblake.com

Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

The Old Bell Foundry
Regional Winner
45 Witney Street
Burford
Tel: 01993 824703
Oxfordshire
email: office@barguss.co.uk
OX18 4RX
web: www.barguss.co.uk

www.grahamblake.com

Quarter page, Portrait Template

PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE
All ASPECTS
PPOF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN
FULLY INSURED
FREE QUOTATIONS
(01993) 868001
office@jagtrees.co.uk
www.jagtrees.co.uk

MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com
www.sdd-b.com

The Burford
Veterinary Surgery

Renovations, New Builds,
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s
and Landscaping.

1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.
Call 01608 642547 for an appointment
All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet.
 Farm animals including camelids.
 Poultry and game birds.
 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm,
Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.


Call 07793 74 73 72
to discuss your project
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Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England.
The NationalOffice:
Farmers Tiddington
Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited
111982).
Registered in England.
Registered
Office: Tiddington
Road, Stratford
upon Avon, Warwickshire
CV37regulated
7BJ.
Registered
Road, Stratford
upon(No.
Avon,
Warwickshire,
CV37 7BJ.
Authorised
by the Prudential
Regulation
Authority and
by the
Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.
Financial
Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.
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Shaun Guard

TV & WIFI SERVICES

Quarter page, Portrait Template

■
■
■
■
■

FIREWOOD
Quality
PP Seasoned Hardwood Logs
Softwood also available
Kindling & Stacking Service
Order Online @ www.jagtimber.co.uk
office@jagtimber.co.uk
01993 868001

Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Witney 01993 608118

DAVIES

Do you have unwanted china cluttering up
your cupboards?

GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION

I am looking to buy good quality English
china. Vintage, Art Deco, Mid Century patterns
or top makes such as Royal Doulton, Royal
Crown Derby, Spode etc.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turﬁng
Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating
Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes
Rooﬁng Repairs * Power Washing
Distance no object * All work guaranteed

Call Liz at The Wanted Chinaman on 07713
162596 for a no obligation chat and further info.

Tel: 01608 643896
Mobile: 07989 831282

November 2020

NEW Aesthetics Private
Clinic - Looking your
best for Christmas!
CHRISTMAS OFFER!
Book an appointment in 2020 & receive a FREE
consultation & follow-up appointment

As part of our new Cotswolds Clinic private services,
we are delighted to offer a discreet new cosmetic clinic
providing Botox and fillers for adult customers starting in
early November.
Our fully qualified aesthetics technician will be able to advise
and recommend appropriate treatment, with results lasting
three months and beyond, ensuring you will both feel and
look your best well into the new year.
Private Wellness Check
Anyone wishing to check on their personal health and
well being can book a private appointment with our
pharmacist for a comprehensive check to reassure and
put your mind at ease.
This clinic includes cholesterol testing, checks for
advance warning of cardiovascular issues and diabetes
and body mass index plus advice on lifestyle, diet and
activity recommendations. In addition, we offer ECG
and respiratory testing using the latest technology, with
referral to GP as necessary.

Allergy Clinic
At last, an allergy clinic without the lengthy wait for an
NHS appointment! Our private NEW allergy clinic will
be opening soon, allowing for simple, finger prick testing
as well as full blood test option for those whose initial
results indicate allergic reaction. We also stock a full
range of antihistamine medication for over-the-counter
purchase without prescription.
Influenza, Covid-19 & Minor Ailments
In addition to our new clinics, we continue to offer
seasonal influenza vaccinations for both children,
in a nasal spray form, and adults via injection, plus
Covid-19 antibody testing to check if you have already
had the disease.
Our minor ailments clinic remains available Monday to
Wednesday, often saving the need for a GP appointment,
and we are available for advice and reassurance 7 days
per week - just pop in to talk to our friendly team or to
book an appointment.

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions | Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice
Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines | Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands | Delivery Service Available

150 The Hill, High Street
Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4QU

Reavley Chemist

Open 7 days a week

124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR

Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm

01993 823144 | info@reavley.co.uk

Saturday 9am – 5pm

www.reavley.co.uk

Sunday 10am – 4pm
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Mallams
1788

Free Informal
Valuations
BY APPOINTMENT
Jewellery, Silver, Ceramics, Clocks, Works
of Art, Pictures, Asian & Islamic Art
Italian Maiolica dish
Provenance: Long Court, Randwick, Glos.
Sold recently for £3600

Burford Valuation Office,
15 Witney Street, Burford OX18 4SN
01242 235712 or cheltenham@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk

Make
Yourself
at Home

L E A D I N G P R O V I N C I A L A U C T I O N E E R S W I T H S A L E R O O M S I N O X F O R D , A B I N G D O N A N D C H E LT E N H A M

AT R I C H M O N D W I T N E Y – L U X U R Y C A R E H O M E

EXCEPTIONAL
CARE IN
BURFORD

Our care home at Richmond Witney is a warm,
comfortable and friendly place where we
support residents with nursing, residential
and dementia care.

A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

The Cotswold Home is one of
a select group of care homes
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes
and offers a home from home for
discerning guests who appreciate
comfort, quality and exceptional
care.

Built at the heart of the retirement village, our
residents can enjoy the facilities and services
to the full. Here you will find a true sense of
community with a wealth of activities and
events on your door step.

We offer personal or nursing care
on a permanent or short stay basis,
as well as end of life care, all to the
same exceptional standard.

Call Catherine Lines, our General
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

19
20

Why not come and see for
yourself?

TOP

20

D
AR
AW

From award-winning restaurant
style dining to beautiful
landscaped gardens and
industry leading staffing levels,
The Costwold Home provides
the highest level of service and
facilities.

THE COTSWOLD
HOME
Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,
Burford
WR9 0BP
www.efhl.co.uk

“Excellent, committed, thoughtful attention.
Great team – thank you.”
Son of resident, January 2020 | Source: carehome.co.uk

Please call the Village Advisers to find out more
01993 768 652 | richmond-villages.com/witney
Richmond Witney, Coral Springs Way, Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 5DG
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Personal care and
medical needs
Round-the-clock nursing,
residential and dementia care
Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE)
Freshly prepared
nutritious meals
A choice of luxury
en-suite bedrooms
A variety of daily activities
and wellness spa

For clothes that mean more,
that add to the story of our lives.

45 High Street, Burford, OX18 4QA | Tel: 01993 822266
saharalondon.com

