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Grateful Tribute photographed by Peter Martin
How has lockdown been for you? Have you been learning Esperanto, doing pottery or climbing K2 by running up and
down your stairs? No? Most people we have spoken to report that they have taken a little more exercise, tidied up their
garden and read a book or two and have found their time reasonably fully occupied. Indeed some say they have rather
enjoyed themselves in the mainly good weather of April and early May, although they may be running out of conversational
topics with their socially distanced neighbours. As restrictions are gradually eased and traffic volumes increase, perhaps we
shall soon start going misty-eyed about the early days of lockdown when you could walk along the middle of the road
listening to the birds singing and when a loo roll was as rare as a sirloin steak in a vegan café.
Among those who have not enjoyed lockdown (to put it mildly) are our local businesses and this month we bring you news
of how one of the biggest, the Cotswold Wildlife Park & Garden, is coping. Another, Burford News, is under threat. Who
knows how many empty shops there will be in a few months’ time? It is going to be important for the community to pull
together to get through this. One way our readers can help is by supporting the businesses who advertise in this magazine,
many of whom are still closed at the time of writing, and continue to support those who have kept going throughout.
Again, we have no information about local club and society events to report but we have tried to provide some interesting
articles for you to read. These include news from the Cotswold Wildlife Park & Garden, the latest on cleaning up the
Windrush, the story of Burford’s links with the Royal Navy and a project to get us all involved in making facemasks. We
also welcome a view from over the river from Peter Burns, chair of Fulbrook Parish Council. The Bridge is for the whole
of our area, not just for Burford, and we hope to be able to include more news from all our villages in future editions.
Editors

Professional Property&Search Agent
with excellent local knowledge and experience covering
The Cotswolds and West Oxfordshire

After lockdown: what next for the
UK property market?
U

ndoubtedly times have changed, but my ability to help
you buy your dream home or sell your existing property
hasn’t. In these new and uncertain times, I am working
hard to continue giving you the trusted, insightful and
expert advice you’ll need to help make your next move.

families keen to make lifestyle changes and take
advantage of the fantastic schools we have locally.
We have been pleasantly surprised and encouraged by
the increase in enquiries, particularly over the last
two months.

From the middle of May, the property market begins its
considered return to normality. Viewings and market
appraisals and surveys are being arranged from the end of
the month and we will of course be adhering to the strict
government and social distancing guidelines to ensure
everyone’s safety. The health and well-being of our
vendors and applicants is paramount.

I have worked closely with several local vendors over the
years and successfully sold various properties within
Burford and the surrounding villages, including several in
the last quarter. The personal touch and recommendations
have been key to my success. I would be only too pleased
to put you in touch with a few of my local vendors or
purchasers who will give you a glowing reference about
my services.

It may be that you would like to call me and have a chat in
the first instance to discuss my views on the market, or
indeed give you any pointers to steer you in the right
direction to get ready to put your property on the market?
The good news is that there are plenty of motivated buyers
both locals looking to move within the area and London

Please do get in touch if you are looking to make your next
move – I look forward to hearing from you.
Emma Branch
Property Search and Estate Agent | Radnor Martin

The skill, experience and contacts to find you the perfect buyer or property
Call Emma Branch to arrange a free, no obligation
market appraisal on 0203 858 0035 or 07966 502376
Email oﬃce@radnormartin.com
radnormartin.com
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Oﬃces in

The Cotswolds
and London

Interested in gardening?
Come and learn from the experts
at an RHS Centre
at Bampton Garden Plants

RHS Level 2 and 3 Practical Certificates
Places available on Thursdays from September 2020

RHS Level 2 Theory Certificate in Garden Planning
on Wednesdays from September 2020

BEST in Horticulture Group
The Academy of Practical Horticulture Ltd
For more information contact us:

Course Administrator – 07498 918588
enquiries@bestinhorticulture.co.uk
www.bestinhorticulture.co.uk
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01993 220 579

burford@taylerandfletcher.co.uk

SOLD

SOLD

Alison Denny
Residential Sales

James Skinner
Residential Sales
Manager

SOLD

Kim Harvey
Residential Sales

Celebrating 12 months in Burford
Providence House, 49 High Street, Burford, Oxfordshire, OX18 4QA

Lynne’s Shop, Burford

Executive & VIP Transport

is now online!

lynnesshopburford.co.uk
FREE DELIVERY in Burford and Fulbrook
scarves, handbags, crystals, bath bombs and more!
gifts and treats for everyone at affordable prices.
59 High Street, Burford, OX18 4QA

Contact Lynne: 07977 096275

Mercedes Benz Saloon and 6 Seat MPV

DAVIES

Airport & Seaport Transfers
Business Meetings
Sporting events

GENERAL BUILDER & RESTORATION
_________________________________________________________________________________________

My Chauffeur UK

Dry Stone Walling * Cement Stone Walling * Pointing * Turﬁng

WWW.mychauffeuruk.co.uk
Info@mychauffeuruk.co.uk
08000 72 52 92

Rooﬁng Repairs * Power Washing

Blockwork * Patios - Block Paving * Painting & Decorating
Light Demolition * Tarmac * Drains & Manholes

Distance no object * All work guaranteed

Tel: 01608 643896
Mobile: 07989 831282

The Regions Premiere Chauffeur Service
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USEFUL CONTACTS + INFORMATION

Please note that most hours of opening will no longer apply

Burford Recreation Pavilion (Children’s Events)
01993 823647
Burford Pre School,
01993 824031
Burford School
01993 823303
Burford Primary School
01993 822159
Burford Surgery
01993 822176
www.burfordsurgery.co.uk

Library (temporary hours)
01993 823377
Tues
13.00 – 16.00
Thurs
10.00 – 13.00
Fri
10.00 – 13.00
24 hour renewal hotline
08451202811
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/burfordlibrary

Burford Town Council
Tolsey Office open Monday, Wednesday
and Friday between 9.00 am and 11.30 am
01993 823647
Email
burfordcouncil@btconnect.com
www.burford-tc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
01993 702302
Robert Courts robert@robertcourts.co.uk
Oxfordshire County Council
General Enquiries
01865 815573
Highways
08453 101111
Faulty Street Lights
0800 317802
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Councillor
Nicholas Field-Johnson
01993 878309

Burford Visitor Information Centre
Open Mon – Sat 9.30 am – 5 pm
Sun
10 am – 4 pm
Carterton Health Centre
NHS
www.nhs.uk
Centre for Carers in Oxfordshire
www.oxoncarers.org.uk

01993 823558
01993 841718
111

Post Office (in Newsagent)
Monday to Saturday 07.30-18.00
Sunday
07.30- 17.00

01295 264545

Recycling Centre
Dix Pit, Lynch Hill, Stanton Harcourt
Open 7 days a week
8am - 5pm
Thursday late night
until 8pm
(1 April – 30 September)

Chemist Reavley’s
01993 823144
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital
Burford Branch
01608 642547
Mon–Fri
2.30–4pm
Saturday
11.30am - 12 noon
Churches
Anglican St. John the Baptist
01993 823788
Roman Catholic
01993 823219
Church of SS John Fisher and Thomas More
Methodist
01993 867301
Baptist Church
07967 362885
Friends Meeting House
01993 823398

101

Environment Agency
Floodline
Emergency

0845 988118
0800 807060

Southern Electric
Thames Water

(Freephone)

Tolsey Museum
Monday
Tuesday – Sunday

(April – October)
Closed
2pm – 5 pm

Travel
Rail Enquiries
Public Transport Enquiries

Citizens Advice Bureau
08444 111444
Email
bureau@wocab.org.uk
Dial-a-Ride Service
For Information
0845 3101111
Email
oxdar@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Emergency Services
Police – non essential

01993 822323

West Oxfordshire District Council
General Enquiries
Out of Hours
www.westoxon.gov.uk

08000 727282
0800 3169800

08457 484950
08712 002233
01993 861000
01993 705056

West Oxfordshire District Councillor
Derek Cotterill
01993 823188
Witney Hospital Minor Injuries
Open 10.00am – 10.30pm daily
Last Patient seen at 10pm
Witney Police Station, Welch Way
Open Monday - Friday 10am-6pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday

Hall Bookings
Baptist Church Hall
07967 362885
Burford Town Bowls Club
01993 822330
Fulbrook Meeting Place
Chris Wright
01993 822803
Taynton Village Hall - Anne Thompson 07584 021171
Methodist Church Hall Anne Weir
01993 823395
Warwick Hall Bookings and Information
www.warwickhallburford.org

01865 903841

01865 841148

Please let us know if any details need
amending. editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
Updates, photos and previous issues on
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk
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BURFORD TOWN COUNCIL

On the HGV front, the signage contractors have now
returned to work and we are working with them to
establish a timetable. I suspect it will be June/July
before we actually see anything going up. The Burford
Emergency Action Group and their enthusiastic band of
volunteers continue the sterling work of keeping our
vulnerable citizens fed, watered and medicated. There is
always the possibility of someone slipping through the
cracks and if you know of one who needs help, please
tell us. Old folk who were initially too proud to ask for
help may well now be having second thoughts as the
crisis stretches longer and longer into the future. Old
folk who initially relied on relations and friends outside
the BEAT Scheme may be thinking that they can no
longer impose on such helpers. Those are exactly the
sort of Burfordians we exist to
assist.

Baby Zoomers
BTC has waded into the 21st century under the cosh of
the dread virus. Administration of the town has to go on
however demanding the circumstances which means
meetings – full council meetings, sub-committee
meetings, we’ve got a problem to deal with type
meetings and so on. Fortunately we have a Technical
Wizard Councillor (“TWC”) who introduced us to
ZOOM. I have no doubt you know all about Zoom but,
for the benefit of our hermit readers and to demonstrate
my grasp of the subject, you press a button and you can
watch everybody who should be at the meeting but are
actually in their own homes or somebody else’s home or
on the Rec. - and hear what they are saying. And lo! It
came to pass that, under the eagle eye and strict
instruction of the TWC, we held our May meeting by
Zoom. We have seen the future and it works!

By the time you read this Boris may
have relaxed the restrictions. Please
do nothing to persuade Boris to
restrict the relaxations!
John White - Mayor

That is not to say there are no problems. You do not
elect a councillor to stay speechless, they all want their
say and they all usually want it at the same time. If you
are all in the same room it’s easy. One bang of the gavel
and silence falls for the few seconds necessary for you
to appoint a spokesperson for the group. That doesn’t
work with Zoom. The viewers cannot see the gavel
being lifted and thus do not experience the dire sense of
anticipation which is normally so effective in curbing
enthusiasm. Even if you are able to give the table an
emphatic thwack with the gavel, they only think
somebody has been shot in your back garden. True, the
TWC has a button with which he can mute everyone but
he is a decent cove and most reluctant to exercise the
nuclear option.
And the backgrounds! The standard Zoom view is
head and shoulders of the speaker but there is always a
background. Your councillors range from those who
realise they will have a background to those who do not
give a toss with some who just forget in between. One
had a single, solitary lamp bulb suspended from the
ceiling behind him making it look as though he was
broadcasting from an Albanian torture chamber. Another
wished to display the best of his collection of Hawaiian
shirts against a Caribbean panoramic background which
said more for his sartorial instincts than his knowledge
of the world’s oceans. There were at least two who
forgot to move the bottles out of shot! I’m afraid we
shall have a long time to get better at it.
There was serious work done. We became aware,
shortly before the meeting, that the Post Office is going
to close. That will make things very difficult for a
number of groups in the town. As the newsagents will
close at the same time, it is a double whammy. No Post
Office services, no magazines or stationery, a
combination of big and small issues which together
make an enormous contribution to life in Burford. We
must try to find another home and other managers. BTC
will play its part as, no doubt, will the Chamber of Trade
but if you have any helpful ideas, just shout.
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BURFORD ON SEA

There were up to 650 crew in a third rate ship, living in
damp, rat infested, cramped conditions, poor food and
pay with the daily dangers of the sea and weather.
During battles which were short and ferocious the risk
and fear were unimaginable. The need for discipline was
essential and harsh punishment sometimes called for.
This was carried out in a theatrical way witnessed by the
whole crew to effect the maximum deterrent.

If you are interested in ships, the Historic Dockyard
Chatham is well worth a visit and where we discovered
HMS Burford in an action-packed painting. On further
investigation we found that for 106 years between 1679
and 1785 three warships named Burford sailed the high
seas.
Following the death of Oliver Cromwell in 1658, his son
Richard succeeded him but this ended in failure and
eventually the only solution was to restore the
monarchy.
In May 1660, aboard the Royal Charles, Samuel Pepys
and his father's rich cousin Edward Montagu sailed to
Holland to return the exiled Charles II to England and
support his restoration to the throne. Charles, now 30,
was an experienced yachtsman with knowledge of
navigation and ship design and took a deep interest in
the Navy, as did his brother James.
On their return to England Charles secured a position for
Samuel Pepys at the Navy Board and Edward Montagu
was made the first Earl of Sandwich. James, Duke of
York, became Lord High Admiral and the English Navy
became the Royal Navy. This was then the biggest
enterprise in the kingdom, the most important, and
probably the most expensive. (Keeping a first rate 100
gun warship at sea cost £3500 per month)
The British navy were late on the maritime scene,
following the Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, and of course
the French, but by 1815 came to dominate the oceans
often by aggressive, opportunistic and sometimes
amoral behaviour. It should be pointed out that, more
often than not, the mercantile marine had arrived in
these far flung places first, setting up the all important
trade to create wealth for Britain.
The early warships such the Mary Rose had raised
platforms, bow and stern 'castles,' from which archers
could fire down on the enemy as well as using broadside
cannons. As firepower increased the broadside became
the dominant tactic. The opposing fleets lined up for
mutual protection and tried to pulverise their enemy.
The high forecastle interfered with the sailing qualities
on the open seas and was removed to create the heavier
galleon, which became known as a ship of the line.
The industrious Pepys,
Secretary to the Admiralty,
categorised Royal Navy
ships in 1677 using the
word 'rate', with first,
second and third rates the
heavyweights for pitched
battles and fourth, fifth
and sixth rates lighter and
more agile. The third rates
had two gundecks, usually
with 74 guns, and
although first and second
were larger and more
powerful, the third rate was reckoned to be the best
compromise between sailing ability, firepower and cost,
forming the core of the battle fleet. The 'Burfords' were
in this rating.

Meanwhile in London
King Charles II
brought a revival of
all forms of activity to
the city including
dancing, sport and
risque restoration
comedies. The 'Merry
Monarch' did have
political intelligence
but took his eye off
the ball from time to
time. He came to
Burford in 1663,
perhaps for the horse
racing, and was
presented with three
of the famous Burford
saddles. The King had a number of mistresses over the
years. The most famous and popular was 'Star of the
Theatre' Nell Gwyn.
The King had about
fouteen illegitimate
children, including
two with Nell,
Charles, born in 1670
and James in 1671.
Later she asked the
King “What do we
call our little
bastard?” In 1676
young Charles was
named the Earl of
Burford.
The naming of Royal
Navy vessels tended
to use English
localities or royalty,
and also re-use them, so the first HMS Burford, built in
1679 was probably named after the young Earl.
The next royal visit to Burford was in 1681 for the horse
racing. Nell Gwyn also joined the King and the
atmosphere must have been exciting with the gentry and
huge crowds – probably better than the Burford
Festival! Nell was very fond of the town and named her
home in Windsor as Burford House which is still there
today in the Royal Mews.
On a list of the ten most significant Royal Navy battles
by naval historian Sam Willis, an HMS Burford was
engaged in two, the first of that name in the battles of
Barfleur and La Hogue in 1692, and the third in the
battle of Quiberon Bay in1759.
Tony Hodgkison
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WILDLIFE IN LOCKDOWN

Reggie estimates the outgoings for the park through
April were in excess of £10,000 per day. It is fair to say
that he is not a fan of the way the lockdown has been
run. “There is no logic to us being closed and Hyde
Park being open. We could easily open without pinch
points if we closed the restaurant, gift shop and the train.
Visitors could still enjoy the animals and the gardens
and have a picnic on the lawns while observing social
distancing”.
No movements of animals between zoos are allowed
at this time. However there are some positive things
going on. The park is instrumental in the project for
reintroducing European White Storks in Sussex. This is
taking place at Knepp Castle, a 3,500 acre estate of
former farmland near Horsham. The European White
Stork has been extinct in the British Isles since the 17th
century. The plan is to release 250 white storks over a
number of years. In 2019 the park bred 24 chicks for
this reintroduction project and so far this year 20 more
have hatched, with hopefully more on the way. All being
well, these will be released in Sussex in August. More
information can be found at whitestorkproject.org.
Reggie is looking forward to the park reopening but
at the time of our conversation he had no idea when this
will happen. We hope our readers will support the park
when it does open and visit this wonderful place,
especially bearing in mind the park’s great generosity in
contributing £50,000 to the town council’s HGV appeal
to celebrate its 50th anniversary this year. This was a
magnificent gift in itself and also put rocket boosters on
the appeal, encouraging others to get behind it. You will
be sure of a warm welcome.
Gordon Elliot

In normal times the Cotswold Wildlife Park and
Gardens is one of the biggest businesses in our area, a
major employer and the most important visitor attraction
this side of Blenheim. We recently spoke to Reggie
Heyworth, managing director of the park, and asked him
how they have been surviving during lockdown.
“With some difficulty” was the unsurprising answer.
“A bit of a disaster” was his verdict. “Easter is usually
our busiest time of year apart from August. And in April
we had fantastic weather which normally would have
attracted many visitors.” All of the staff who deal
directly with the public - parking, selling tickets, gift
shop, restaurant and so on - have been furloughed so
80% of their salaries are paid by the government while
the park pays the other 20%. Office staff have also been
stood down apart from the financial controller and
Reggie himself.

*********************************************

EDITORIAL POLICY
As is customary with publications, the decision of the editors
on what can and cannot be published is final. In particular,
they will edit or decline to publish anything which in their
opinion includes personal attacks on any individual, or is
offensive, in bad taste or potentially defamatory. Opinions
expressed by contributors are entirely their own and the
appearance of any letters or articles in The Bridge does not
indicate that the editors agree with them. Items may also be
edited for clarification or length and may be rejected. Where
items or services are offered for sale, or advertised, the
provider is responsible for ensuring that the goods or services
are safe and of good quality.
The editors may refuse to
publish advertisements or other statements about unsuitable
items or services. The Bridge does not accept responsibility
for the accuracy of advertisements and does not endorse any
goods or services which are advertised.

Those who look after the animals and the gardens have
been kept on. “We have been drawing down on savings
built up over the last three years to pay all the running
costs. There have been no real problems about taking
care of the animals. Supplies and food have been
delivered and there have been no major veterinary
issues. Our builders have been kept busy as we do
constant maintenance and there has been no difficulty
about building supplies.”
What has it felt like? “Very empty. It’s rather
melancholy. The whole point of the park over the last
fifty years is that the public shares it with us. The
keepers and gardeners have kept everything looking so
beautiful in this lovely weather but it is sad that no one
else has been here to share it with us.”

All items submitted for inclusion must give the name and
address of the writer and an email address or telephone
number. By submitting any article, announcement, letter or
advertisement to The Bridge you are deemed to have agreed
to the above.

All advertisements in The Bridge are accepted subject to
The Bridge Terms and Conditions of Advertising 2019
which can be viewed on our website
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk.
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NEWS FROM FULBROOK
Walking out and about in the countryside around
Fulbrook reveals some real spring treats. Cowslips,
bluebells, apple, pear and cherry blossom, spring lambs,
and beautiful beech hedges suddenly waking to give us a
visual treat in delicate pale green. These joys have of
course been tempered by the obvious but necessary
personal restrictions resulting from the virus sweeping
the land.
It has been just a few weeks since events required us
to rethink ways of socialising, working, and living. The
‘new normal’ emphasises the reality of our global
interconnectedness. But this hyper-mobility, this
‘crossing continents’ has also meant that for the first time
in decades, millions of us are facing exactly the same
health issues.
As we temporarily re-frame our family, friendship,
and work networks and activities to reflect the new
difficulties being faced, fundamental questions emerge.
How do we reimagine life in the future? Will we even
want to ‘get back to normal’? Will we have the mental
energy required to revisit, reconsider and reshape our
future work and social arrangements?
And yet, this same epochal crisis has revealed what
we always claim about Fulbrook: we are a community. If
a crisis provides a moment of communal contemplation,
then the level and enthusiasm of the response defines that
community. Early on in the crisis, Fulbrook Parish
Council posted a note through everyone’s door asking
about the need for help and support during lockdown. We
also asked for volunteers to step forward with offers of
help. As a result, we have identified those in need and
those able to help with a range of activities from
shopping/ picking up prescriptions in Burford to just
keeping in touch through friendly phone calls. We remain
concerned about the loneliness as the threat of contagion
pushes people apart and, if anyone should find
themselves needing help or indeed now have the
opportunity to help, please let the clerk or one of the
parish councillors know. That said, the community, never
less than impressive, is trying its best through digital
contact including virtual drinks parties and coffee
mornings… whoever had heard of the Zoom app before
all this?
Our local businesses have done us proud with the
Carpenter’s Arms providing very high quality take away
meals and grocery shopping deliveries. Ursula continues
to run her demanding yet enjoyable Pilates classes
through the internet and Hickman’s are a ready source of
gardening and building supplies. There are regular
informal updates on the Fulbrook Village Facebook page.
As Sue Black, anthropologist and
author, reminds us “…There is no
greater opportunity to press the reset
button for life, than when adversity
becomes an uninvited guest in our
own home. Let’s not squander this
harsh lesson and return to the old
ways…”
Peter Burns - Chair of Fulbrook
Parish Council
(Written in a personal capacity)

On form 20

We’ve been so touched by all of the positive messages
we’ve received about what on form means to you, and
how much you will miss it this summer. We will miss
you too - and the garden, at its summer peak, will lack
the magic that stone sculpture and happily wandering
visitors have brought to it since our first exhibition in
2002.
The astonishing diversity of sculpture in stone that we
were looking forward to presenting to you in this, our
tenth biennial exhibition, will all be available to view
and to buy on our beautiful new website. Sales will
begin on 13 June, when our exhibition will open online,
as scheduled.
Until then, you can discover the talented sculptors we
have chosen for on form 20, and a small selection of the
pieces they were hoping to bring to Asthall. Please
explore the website thoroughly. You will find videos of
sculptors at work, our latest news, some lovely historical
photographs and films and an account of the history of
the exhibition as well as recent and historic
press coverage.
And, for the first time, Asthall Manor has its own
website too.
We will keep you informed as our plans develop. We
would love to open the garden in late summer, if we can,
but there will not be sculpture. Installation is a lengthy
and fine-tuned process, and there are too many
unknowns.
Next year? We’ll keep you posted.
Stay safe and healthy.
Asthall Manor

Don’t forget to look at our website
www.thebridgeburford.co.uk for updates on
local news, previous features and topical
photographs
And for more photos about Burford events do
look at Burford Life on Facebook
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• Cloth face covers/masks whose specification and
manufacture is unregulated and there are no known
findings of their efficacy. The below comments
solely relate to this type of face cover/mask.
• The potential benefits of cloth face covers/masks are
thought to include:
• reducing the chance of the disease being passed on
but they are no substitute for social distancing. We all
need to continue to keep at least 6 feet between
ourselves and others.
• demonstrating respect to those working on the front
line e.g. in shops
• affording some degree of extra protection where
other social distancing measures can be difficult to
maintain (e.g. in supermarkets or elsewhere where
there is queueing etc). But again they are not a
substitute for social distancing.
• protecting the finite supply of medically approved
facemasks for healthcare workers.
However, masks will probably make little difference
when taking our daily exercise etc. so there is no need to
bulk-buy a huge supply.
Our intention is that the finished masks will be locally
distributed, free of charge, to residents either on request
or be available for collection from one or more locations
in Burford, (subject to availability).
We are writing to invite you to join in and make some
masks. We are not looking for you to commit to a
certain number. Just make as many as you would like.
We know they will all be gratefully received by the
community.
THE QUESTION. Would you like to take part and
make some face masks?

THE PATTERN

SPECIAL COVID-19 INITIATIVE
Would you like to help the community?
Do you have a sewing machine?
Have you a little extra time available at present?
If so you may be interested to know the B & DS are
planning to help our residents by facilitating the making
and distribution of cloth face covers / masks.
THE POTENTIAL NEED FOR CLOTH FACE
COVERS / MASKS
Currently there is no requirement for us to wear face
masks in public, athough Sir Patrick Vallance, Britain’s
chief scientist, has admitted that this advice is under
review.
Broadly speaking there are two types of face mask i.e.
• Medical/surgical masks whose quality is strictly
regulated and are used by health care professionals
These are critical supplies that must continue to be
prioritised for healthcare workers and other medical
first responders.
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In a flash our local superman of all things historical,
Raymond Moody, Burford’s much appreciated walking
Wikipedia, responded. Because we thought that many
others would also be interested in his answer, he has also
kindly allowed us to reproduce it below.
Peter Martin, Chairman - peteremartin@btinternet.com

The free pattern (which you can download and contains
four different sizes) was independently identified and
then tried by two separate Burfordians, (each without
knowing of the other’s involvement). As we all think the
finished mask looks great and they found it easy to
follow and make, this is the one that we are suggesting.
The pattern is available on https://
www.craftpassion.com/face-mask-sewing-pattern/
David and Jan Cohen will be happy to assist with any
guidance about the pattern or any other matters relating
to the materials needed. If anyone has any chord or
elastic that they would like to donate this would be
welcome. Their contact details are shown below.
If someone would prefer to make another version using
a different pattern that will be fine.
TIP Because initially the written instructions might
seem a little lengthy we suggest you first watch the
tutorial video that can be accessed by downloading
the link above.
The B & DS is established for the public benefit in
Burford and the surrounding parishes. We do hope that
you will be able to take part and/or benefit from this, our
latest initiative which was suggested by our members
Jane and Tony.
Peter Martin - petermartin@btinternet.com

The Population of Burford

The following is the merest survey and includes much
estimation, though I am prepared to justify my guesswork.
The first indication we have of the size of Burford is in
the Domesday survey in 1086 when Burford was still a
village. There were 22 "villeins" - peasant households on
the manor - and 18 "bordars" - mostly in the hamlets of
Upton and Signet. With a notional household size of five,
that gives a population of 200. Many children were born,
but mortality was very high.
Burford was chartered as a market town between 1090
and 1107, setting it free to trade, and the population
probably rose swiftly, perhaps to 800 - 1000 by 1250 or
1300, when a number of indicators - work on the parish
church, the bridge, market tolls, the merchant guild show that the town was flourishing.
After 1300 the climate turned down and a debilitated
population was hit by the Black Death (bubonic plague)
from Asia. We have no precise figures but national
estimates indicate mortality of 35 to 50%. Although the
plague remained endemic, I think the town would have
swiftly recovered because the plague effectively
destroyed the feudal system where peasants were tied to
their manors. The shortage of labour meant they could
move to sell their services, and a town like Burford with
its traders would have been an attractive place to come to.
In the 1400s Burford prospered and the church was
extensively remodelled and a building boom began. The
population perhaps rose towards 1500 - 1800 by Tudor
times. In 1547 a royal survey described Burford as "a very
greate market towne replenyshed with much people".
Around 1538 Thomas Cromwell ordered the keeping of
parish registers, but they do not generally survive until
Archbishop Laud early in the next century ordered parish
chests to keep them in. Burford registers begin in 1612
and are more or less reliable from 1615. After Tanfield's
legal assault on the town the level of entries in the register
indicates a population with no great movement.
The Civil War knocked it back, not by slaughter but by
privation, and in 1758 the smallpox epidemic killed at
least 250 persons, but the town recovered. Then from
1801 we have the census figures always in the range 1600
to 1900 until as the twentieth century arrived it fell to
1300. Then it is in the range of 1000 to1200 to today.
I am sure that Burford has never been above 2000
residents. One must remember that other towns were
much smaller in the past and for much of the time after
1200 Burford ranked in the county with towns such as
Banbury and Henley. A significant fact is that between
1616 and 1857 12,064 baptisms were performed but only
9,158 burials took place. The difference is actually greater
since not every child is baptised in the parish church, but
everybody in those days was buried. Both the cities and
the colonies were rapidly growing.
Raymond Moody

*********************************************

The possible population of Burford since 1066
For the past seven weeks since the lockdown
commenced, Burford & District Society have been
sending their members, and others who have asked to join
the mailing list (just send me your email address), a
weekly Self Isolation extravaganza of selected digital
clips. These newsletters aim to keep in touch and
hopefully start the week in a pleasurable way whilst we
are still under house arrest. In turn our members have
responded wonderfully by suggesting items for future
editions.
One such clip showed the different stages of building
of St John the Baptist, Burford since1175. i.e. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPwypFJRXgQ&t=16s and
it resulted in one recipient asking if anyone knew what
Burford’s population was around 1300 and 1500.
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LOVING OUR BACK YARD.

They might have said back then that this isn’t going to be
rocket science.

Summer is around the corner and any of you will know
your neighbourhood and local walks a little better than
you did! Maybe you have come to love and cherish them
a little more as a safe haven and if your favourite places
include the lovely Windrush valley, that is where I am
heading.
Windrush Against Sewage Pollution is a local
environmental campaign engaging with supportive
councils from parishes, through towns and district, to
counties. The aims are simple; stop the dumping of
untreated sewage in our rivers and start improving the
quality of the effluent that flows from the sewage works
in ever increasing quantities. Recreate an asset, not a
liability, for ourselves and the next generation.
By applying for ‘Blue Flag’ bathing water status in the
same way that beaches are designated, we hope to tip the
scales in favour of people over profit. Unlike the rest of
Europe, no rivers have such protection in the UK although
a Yorkshire campaign has made the first application for a
Blue Flag river. It is about much more than wild
swimming; WASP describes it as making our rivers ‘safe
for all’ as it aims at children safely paddling in it, dogs
swimming in it, animals drinking from it and wildlife
thriving in and around it - without getting involved with
what someone sent down the toilet!

Last winter, for well over four months, untreated sewage
from about 6,400 people was pouring on to a field near
Bourton on the Water and thereon into the Windrush
where it was creating that most disgusting of effects in a
river – sewage fungus, and even worse was happening at
Witney from about 49,000 people!
Untreated sewage means bacteria, hormones, bodily
substances and fluids, antibiotics, toxic chemicals, toilet
paper fragments and the general unpleasantness sent down
drains and toilets with the expectation that it will be
treated and as the Environment Agency and OFWAT
statements claim, ‘cleaned before being returned to our
rivers’ – we wish! It passed through Burford on its way to
Witney and the sea and although the river was quite high
and nature was doing its best to dilute and degrade it,
many of you have seen how the river has gone from once
beautiful, clear and healthy to murky, grey and lacking
life over recent years. Thousands of tons of pollution and
ever increasing and relentless effluent loads are
demonstrably having an effect.
The Victorians seemed to learn from the damage they
were doing to themselves but then the water industry
started to test the limits again – how cheaply can we do
this, does it really matter, can anyone prove the link
between pollution and these effects? Hard learned lessons
were forgotten in the race to make remarkable profit for
the industry which is its only real goal. Environmental
protection is little more than window dressing and
prosecution policy allows most pollution to continue
unchecked and often undiscovered.
Now the good news! Local support and the efforts of
motivated volunteers are turning the tide. Handing a
degraded and polluted environment to the next generation
because we wanted to save a few pounds on water bills is
unacceptable and shameful. We know that many good
people in the water industry can do so much better if
they are allowed to and are given the funds.
You can be part of the campaign as a
volunteer or supporter. We can make our
river once again safe for all.
Ashley Smith -https://
www.windrushwasp.org

You will find some shocking truths on WASP’s web
pages and you may find it hard to believe that large scale
and illegal dumping of untreated sewage is tolerated and
ignored by the Environment Agency in the modern world,
but it is and it does not have to be.
WASP has built a reputation for delivering accurate
and well researched information to reveal some shocking
truths in an easily understood form. However, it seems
we were not the first to bring this news to the public eye.
A few weeks ago, Mayor John White sent me this quote
from a report published in January 1872 on the Sanitary
Condition of the Burford District of the Witney Union.
Notwithstanding many remonstrances, the sewage is
carried into the river; and, in a short time will
undoubtedly cause serious inconvenience and be a
source of danger to the health of all who dwell in the
lower parts of the Town.
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CLOSE SHAVE
Let this be a warning: do not attempt to cut your own
hair without a mirror. “I was wondering if I had cleared
the High Street solely by looking like a mugger/hoodie.
I will resume normal hair length once the lockdown
period is over” states town councillor Michael
Taubenheim. We understand that the owners of the local

SCIENCE MUSEUM GROUP,
KENSINGTON
Covid-19 Collecting Project
As we are all only too aware the COVID-19 pandemic
has created a public health crisis that impacts on all our
lives and brought with it enormous social change.
The Science Museum, Kensington cares for one of
the world’s most significant collections and their
curators are actively researching stories and identifying
objects to collect on the nation’s behalf to record the
local response to the pandemic. Examples could include:
• Tangible and digital forms of public advice from
local sources
• Material associated with assessing, monitoring and
testing people
• Material related to the impact of Covid-19 on our
culture, economy and society. These items may
reflect significant changes to whole industries, such
as our rail or air transport links. Other items collected
might be highly trivial, moving or outlandish, and
may at first seem removed from scientific or medical
aspects of the pandemic.
These items will join the Science Museum Group
Collection to provide a permanent record for future
generations of medical, scientific, industrial, cultural
and personal responses to the outbreak and chronicling
its impact on society.
If you have any papers, a story or a relevant object you
would like to contribute or donate, could you please
follow the guidance on the Science Museum’s object
donation webpage https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/
object-donations. They will be pleased to hear from you.
Peter Martin

hair salons are not quaking in their shoes.
A member of the editors’family has had a similar

experience.
Send us your photographs of your self-isolation hair cuts
via editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
Editors

*********************************************

BURFORD CHARITIES
The Burford Relief in Need Charity is here to help
anyone resident in Burford or the surrounding parishes
who is suffering from hardship, or who has special
needs for the preservation of their health. We also
support applications for educational purposes. We
make one-off grants, typically up to £2000, against a
very simple application form. We know that there may
be many people who have been affected by the
coronavirus pandemic in one way or another, and want
to make sure that all residents know that there is help
available. Please contact the Secretary in the first
instance:
Anne Youngson, Whitehill Farm, Burford, OX18 4DT,
anneyoungson@btinternet.com
The Trustees of Burford Relief in Need Charity

THE BRIDGE TIMETABLE AND
CONTACTS
The closing date for entries to the editorial sections of the
magazine is 10th of the month preceding publication.
Please send articles and information to:
editor@thebridgeburford.co.uk
Alternatively, you can leave letters and articles at Burford
News for us to collect.
Advertisements need to be received by the 12th of the
month preceding publication. Please contact:
advertise@thebridgeburford.co.uk
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DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE

ALICE’S BOOK GROUP
Covid-19 could not keep Alice’s Book Group apart.
Thanks to Zoom we enjoyed an interesting discussion
about The Binding by Bridget Collins. This is a novel
that hovers between a fantasy faux Victorian England
and the down to earth drama of real life. It had found no
champions. Some found it heavy going, whilst a few did
quite enjoy it, and others dumped it unfinished! It was
agreed, however that Collins’ prose is faultless and
occasionally it is quite good, her descriptions can be a
delight and she is equally adept at transporting the
reader to rural scenes of a country fair and a working
farm or smoky factory town and a shabby sweat shop.
The binding of the title ostensibly appears to refer to
the covering of books. However in this land, where there
is apparently no church, and a community’s ethical
behaviours are tinged with superstition, the general
population regard books with suspicion and distaste, and
we gradually learn the reason. (Incidentally, we first
encounter the leading character binding corn into
sheaves, then he becomes a bound apprentice, and an
enduring love is part of the plot. Therefore there are
many forms of binding.)

David Cohen kindly provided these photographs of an
otter kill and otter footprints. He tells us that they were
taken in the water meadows in Burford very close to the
The Pill. This was a new expression for us but he
explained that The Pill is the bulbous stretch of the
riverbank just west of Burford bridge opposite Island
House. It has nothing to do with birth control, Second
World War fortifications or the Wodehousian sense of
“Bingo was a bit of a pill today”. Our fourteenth
century correspondent tells us that it is a Middle English
term meaning any round object, which became a dialect
term and can be used to refer to a curved stretch of river.
Truly you learn something new every day in Burford.
Editors

Without revealing the
plot, suffice it to say The
Binding has all the
elements of a modern
novel: there is quite a lot
of “everyman”
psychology, with an
exploration of sexuality
and it touches on guilt,
confession, absolution
and redemption. Also
there are those staples of
contemporary fiction: an
unrequited love; class
distinctions – the
Yeoman farmers being
morally superior to most
of the wealthy, some of
whom are cruel, immoral, avaricious and dissolute; and
centrally, a passionate love affair with the physical
aspect discreetly portrayed. There is even a hint of
matricide, and worse, a puppy is battered to death.
This is Bridget Collins’ first novel for adults She has
written several successful books for teenagers, and her
experience is evident in her skill as a story teller,
though, irritatingly, she does swap and change the
narrator, but most of the characters are believable and
we warm to the few goodies and want to hiss the
baddies. The tale trots along quite nicely and the action
in the latter part particularly is well written, creating a
degree of tension. The ending, as they so often are, is
good enough.
Next month we are reading Ayoade on Top by Richard
Ayoade, which promises to be less strenuous.
Veral Marshall

********************************************
On the theme of wildlife to look out for, we urge local
people to be alert for some dodgy characters, claiming
to be mask enthusiasts, seen on our patch.
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LOCAL ARTIST - EM ISAACSON

WODC COUNCILLOR REPORT

Our part of the Cotswolds has many talented people and
we have just learnt about Em Isaacson who lives in
Fulbrook. Em uses her pastels to express her love of
colour, her fascination with texture and exploration of line.
Graduating with an honours degree from Loughborough
College of Art in 1976, her background as head of one of
the country’s largest woven textile design studios as well as
teaching led to her involvement with both the British
Crafts Council and The Royal Society of Arts. She has
developed a unique style of painting from her heritage of
weaving and defines imagery by manipulating her pastels
as if they were thread, watching an image emerge from the
paper, weaving together the power of colour with the
control of line to capture the essence of her subjects.

For many years WODC has used Cisco
telecommunications equipment and since Publica was
born Cisco videoconferencing has been used extensively
between offices in the Forest of Dean, Cheltenham,
Cirencester and Witney. It has proved effective and staff
are comfortable with it. So now WODC is progressing
towards using the Cisco Webex videoconferencing system
over the internet to enable all Council meetings to be
conducted virtually. As many councillors are unfamiliar
with such systems a couple of test sessions have been held
to establish procedures and the rules of engagement.
Council meetings can have 50 people on line but that is
not a problem provided good manners and patience are on
hand.
Several objectors to the Guildenford car park expansion
have suggested the car park be placed adjacent to the A40
and shuttle buses used to convey people down to the town.
A headline costing for two buses operating seven days a
week and an extended day with three paid drivers for nine
or ten months of the year shows that each of 160 spaces
would have to earn £5.50 per day over 180 days of the
year to cover costs. The headline costing did not include
vehicle maintenance and management of the service
among other details.
The cost is too high for the town council to
countenance and at variance with WODC’s free car
parking policy so they would not fund it. Could the
objectors please think again with two shops in Burford
High Street currently closing and about seven at risk.
Some might suggest that visitors will cycle, walk or use
buses to visit Burford in the new era after Covid-19. That
has not happened in China where the exit from lockdown
is showing traffic jams are back and air pollution has
climbed to pre-lockdown levels. Why should the UK be
any different?
Oxfordshire has been hit hard financially
by lockdown with card transactions down
by 60% approximately due to the lack of
tourists. This is the highest figure in the
UK followed by the Lake District at 55%.
Derek Cotterill - 10 May 2020

*********************************************

GOOD CITIZEN CORNER
Whilst doing my daily walks (daily exercises) around
Burford I’m noticing how much less litter there is than
normal. But…why not take a bag with you on your walk
and see how much litter you can pick up and then recycle?
Do teach the children this is a great thing to do. Indeed,
make it a game (even a contest!). But, of course, do wear
gloves at all times.
Michael Taubenheim

In 1998 she left the UK for South Africa where her work
was hung at The Everard Reed Gallery in Cape Town as
well as the residence of the British High Commission. She
became noted for her pastel paintings of African women
who moved and inspired her.
“To embrace them with colour, to define them with line
and texture is the only way I know to express my
admiration for their beauty and their strength”. In London
her work has been shown at the Boundary, Thompson and
Catto galleries as well as being held in both private and
worldwide corporate collections.

I’M LOOKING FOR YEW!

No, not a new Bridge dating app. I’m needing a few
small/medium (12-18” tall) English yew for a Burford
town project. Ideally they will be “self set” in your garden
already, planted by birds etc.
I’m happy to come along and dig them out for our
project, so any surplus to your requirements would be
gratefully received.
Many thanks to you (yew!).
Michael Taubenheim - Town councillor

Sadly an exhibition of Em’s work at the Fosse Gallery
in Stow has been unable to take place but you can see her
work on the gallery’s website https://fossegallery.com/
artistdetails/em-isaacson.
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As lockdown also included Good Friday I can’t resist
flying the family flag for my wife Gillian Fisher’s
outstanding recording with the countertenor Michael
Chance of Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater. For a composer who
died at the tender age of 26 (in 1736) the music has
extraordinary musical, spiritual and emotional depth and
his setting of the sequence for the Feast of Seven Dolours
of the Blessed Virgin Mary creates forty minutes of
exquisitely beautiful music.

ISOLATION DISCS
We are very grateful to the readers who last month shared
with us some of their favourite books for reading whilst
locked down at home. This month we have a different
theme. We asked some other readers to tell us which
records they would wish to keep with them in isolation if
they were restricted to eight. The responses are very
interesting. Some came back swiftly and confidently with
a list; some agonised for ages; some sent in a list and then
asked to change it on second thoughts; some tried to
smuggle more than eight past the adjudicators: some
confessed that they found it totally impossible to choose.
We considered asking for a luxury as well but quickly
realised that, if they were self-isolating at home, they
would in any event be surrounded by every conceivable
luxury so more would be surplus to requirements.
The results are shown below.
Editors

Mendelssohn: Octet for Strings and Quintet No. 1
Hausmusik. EMI CDC 7 49958-2
I mentioned Pergolesi’s tender age and none excelled Felix
Mendelssohn when it came to precocious genius. He was
only sixteen years old when he composed his astonishingly
brilliant Octet for Strings. Nothing even the Wunderkind
Mozart wrote at that age even begins to compare and the
freshness and sparkle of the music never fails to hit the
spot. Only a year later Mendelssohn wrote his equally
remarkable incidental music for A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.

BRIAN KAY - Bass in The King’s Singers from
1968-1882; the lowest frog in Paul McCartney’s We All
Stand Together; Papageno in the film Amadeus; awardwinning presenter of numerous TV and radio
programmes about music; distinguished choral
conductor and longtime Fulbrook resident.

George Shearing plays Essential Ballads.
Concord Jazz CCD-4984-2
Essential listening for us inevitably includes our dear
friend, the late George Shearing and among dozens of his
albums is this selection of all-time favourites. For evening
listening and creating the most relaxed of moods, this
really is hard to beat and George, who was famous for the
Shearing Sound of his quintet, really demonstrates his
genius when on his own or with just a bass player. Magic!

It’s VE Day as I write my list for lockdown listening and in
the background, a double CD of Vera Lynn’s hits is
creating just the right mood. But for your listening
pleasure during these extraordinary times, I offer a
selection of musical allsorts aimed at a wide variety of
moods.

Finzi: Dies Natalis and assorted works by Holst and
Vaughan Williams. Wilfred Brown, Janet Baker,
English Chamber Orchestra. EMI CDM 7 5 65588-2
When it comes to words and music in perfect harmony
Thomas Traherne’s intensely moving words about
childhood find an idyllic setting in the music of Gerald
Finzi, and never more so than in what, to me, is the perfect
singing of Wilfred Brown. This is the one CD I couldn’t
live without if I were allowed to retain only one on that
famous desert island.

Bach: St John Passion
The Sixteen Choir and Orchestra conducted by Harry
Christophers. Chandos CHAN 0507/8
The Burford Singers had to postpone our performance of
Bach’s St John Passion on 4 April so an excellent recording
of that great work makes up for our loss during the Easter
period, with Harry Christophers conducting his outstanding
choir The Sixteen. If like me you consider Bach the
greatest of all composers, then no list would be complete
without including him. Ideal listening at any time.

The Music of Eric Coates
Various Orchestras and conductors
Classics for Pleasure CFPD 4456
For music of sheer relaxation here is a double disc of
music by the man known affectionately as ‘the King of
Light Music’, master tunesmith Eric Coates. With such
old-time favourites as The London Suite, the Dam Busters
March, Calling All Workers and By a Sleepy Lagoon, this
is a collection which never fails for anyone who enjoys a
good tune – and there’s no shortage of those.

Flanders and Swann: At the Drop of a Hat. Parlophone
CDFSB 11
At the other end of the scale it seems important at times
like this to keep our spirits up and one of my all-time
favourites more than fits the bill. Having had the pleasure
of working with both Michael Flanders and Donald Swann
back in the swinging 60s, their live recording of At The
Drop Of A Hat not only brings back memories but never
fails to amuse thanks to Flanders’ wonderfully witty words
and Swann’s playing of his own unforgettable melodies.
Benny Goodman’s Famous 1938 Carnegie Hall Jazz
Concert. Avid Entertainment AMBX 151
As we enjoy our lockdown Sunday lunches we often like a
little jazz in the background and Benny Goodman’s four
CD set provides a wealth of delights. In those dark days
after the war, the very idea of jazz at Carnegie Hall would
have seemed unthinkable but Goodman managed to break
the mould as he gathered around him some of the top
names of the swing era: irresistible, toe-tapping music.
Pergolesi: Stabat Mater. Gillian Fisher, Michael
Chance, the King’s Consort. Hyperion CDA 66294
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JUDY BRANSTON - A retired Administrator/Girl
Friday who downsized from Eastleach to Burford in
2014 and has never regretted it.

MIKE BRADLEY - Mike learnt the violin for six years
and then moved on to the clarinet after which he
discovered jazz from which he has never looked back.
He is a lifelong sailing enthusiast.

Some choices are extracts from major works which struck
a chord (to coin a phrase) with me when I first heard them
and which have stayed with me ever since - but does not
mean that the whole work isn't worth listening to. They are
all available on Spotify.
In no particular order:

Doobooloo Blues recorded in Paris from an album entitled
Clarinet times 2. The liquid - almost anguished - creole
style of clarinet playing of Barney Bigard contrasts with
the gruffer more conversational approach of Claude Luter.
Both are wonderful examples of the jazz practice of
'vocalising' the sound of an instrument, particularly when
playing the blues.
Sibelius Second Symphony in this case conducted by Sir
John Barbirolli. Dark music and yet richly textured.The
build up to the finale in the fourth movement invariably
moves me - often to tears.
As a youngster I was drawn - as were many - to
Rachmaninoff's piano prelude in C Sharp Minor,
known to some as 'Buried Alive'. This macabre soubriquet
could explain the shape of the piece, the build up, the
desperation and the expiry of this wonderfully florid
music. I'm sure incorrect but peculiarly apt!
The theme music to the midnight shipping forecast, Sailing
By, composed by Ronald Binge. Soothing and intimate
music especially in extreme and testing conditions as were
two of us off the west coast of Orkney, wet and freezing in
a gale while racing round Britain. It is somehow always
reassuring. The rhythm and cadences of the midnight
forecast itself are very soothing.
The primal force and sheer impact of Stravinsky's Rite of
Spring is another great favourite - real 'Sit up and Take
Notice' music. It demands to be listened to.
Miles Davis's original recording of his piece Kind of
Blue is interesting at several levels, the spare and
deliberate playing of Davis with his 'white hot needle'
trumpet tone, but also the two competing saxophonists.
Cannonball Adderley on alto with his caressing version of
'be-bop' and the tenor of John Coltrane with his harderedged and more chiselled 'new sound'.
One more specific jazz recording - a piece called Soft
Winds recorded at the Salle Pleyel in Paris in 1978 by
three of jazz's greatest improvisers and most accomplished
technicians, Oscar Peterson - piano, Joe Pass - guitar and
the prodigiously talented bass player Niels Henning Orsted
Pedersen, sadly cut down in his prime.The little key
change between the introduction and the improvisation is a
favourite moment.
And finally another Sibelius work, his violin concerto
which I first came to via a Jascha Heifetz recording which
I have never heard bettered.

Gabriel Fauré - Cantique De Jean Racine
Mendelssohn's Elijah - Obadiah's aria 'If with all your
heart you truly seek him' and 'O rest in the Lord'
Saint Saens Organ Symphony no 3 in C minor - the last
movement when the organ blasts out.
Haydn's Creation - Part 3, Adam and Eve and Chorus
'By thee with bliss'
Kathleen Ferrier in Gluck's Orfeo ed Euridice
Bach Well Tempered Clavier played by Andras Schiff
Georg Muffat Suite in E Major from 'Indissolubilis
Amicitia' played by Jonathan Freeman-Attwood and Iain
Simcox
Elgar's Dream of Gerontius
And if I could have a ninth - Mahler's 5th for the brass.
**********************************************
IVAN HALL- Finance Director and former Head of
Burford Festival Operations
Round Midnight by Miles Davis - the master at the birth
of cool
Blue Rondo a la Turk by Dave Brubeck – a lesserknown offering from the Take 5 stable
Walk On The Wild Side by Jimmy Smith – an organ
extravaganza of the Elmer Bernstein classic
No Moon At All by André Previn & friends – all the
right notes in the right order
On Green Dolphin Street by Oscar Peterson & Milt
Jackson – piano and vibraphone virtuosos
Blues by Duke Ellington – the very best of big band
Django by Wynton Marsalis – the only musician to win a
Grammy Award in jazz and classical categories during the
same year
Willow Weep For Me by Stan Getz – soulful sounds to
cheer any sad day

Lockdown exercises

In the late 60s and 70s, I was fortunate to see most of the
selected musicians performing at the Free Trade Hall in
Manchester – a northern oasis for jazz at that time. Two
later occasions are particularly memorable though. Firstly,
Miles Davis at the O2 Apollo in 1989 when, after waiting
almost two hours for him to arrive on stage, he spent the
whole concert with his back to the audience. Typical Miles
– brilliant! And secondly, a chance opportunity to catch
the sublime Wynton Marsalis and his orchestra at a free
concert in Central Park, New York. Whilst all but one of
the artists on the playlist are no longer with us, they have
left a huge legacy.
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MAUREEN PERCIVAL - Having spent the formative
years of her life in her native Glasgow, Maureen
focussed on communications and marketing throughout
a career which started In London, but which also
encompassed Europe, America and the Far East. She is
an erstwhile resident of Glasgow, London and
Cambridgeshire - and now happily residing, for the
past twenty years, in Witney Street, Burford.

Peter introduced me to jazz when I was 16, and took me to
see Errol Garner live in Birmingham Town Hall, and
memories of Concert by the Sea.
Intermezzo from La Traviata, Verdi
This was a lovely evening with my parents at the O’Keefe
Centre in Toronto, and the Intermezzo brought tears to my
father’s eyes.
Mon cœur sʼouvre à ta voix, from Samson and Delilah
Saint-Saëns (Maria Callas singing)
Living on the edge of the Atlantic in Newfoundland where
I played this over and over again.

One Fine Day : Madame Butterfly, Puccini. ...... a
glorious aria that reminds me of my first opera visit, when
my mother introduced me to this wonderful art form.
Que Sera, Sera, (whatever will be, will be), the Hermes
House Band. A rather fatalistic life strategy that I have
tried to accept - not very successfully!

Im Abendrot from Four Last Songs Richard Strauss
(Jessye Norman singing)
I first heard it when it was played to me by my great friend
Anne Muggeridge in Canada
.

(I can’t get no) Satisfaction, The Rolling Stones.
Evoking the bolshie assuredness of the teenage me.

Notturno, Respighi (played by Leopold Florescu)
What gives me most pleasure, perhaps, is remembering
Leopold (my grandson) play this piece with precision,
skill, and sensitivity in the Speech Room at Harrow.”

Cod Liver Oil and the Orange Juice, Hamish Imlach quintessentially the ultimate Glaswegian balladeer. I can
supply translation if required!

********************************************

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
Pulls at my heartstrings - my dearest husband Gordon
proposed to me as this was being played....

CAROLYN WALTON is a Chancery Barrister from
Lincoln’s Inn, though 90% retired now. Her activities
in Burford include chairmanship of The Arts Society
Cotswolds (“TASC”), a trustee of Burford School
Foundation, “choir mistress” of the RC Church choir
and, as his wife, trying to keep the Mayor alive.

Unforgettable, Nat King Cole. No prizes for guessing
who this refers to - my unforgettable Mr P.
The Flower Duet, Lakmé. Sublime harmony. Adopted by
British Airways in their advertising, so also transports me
to those wonderful far off places.

I decided the simplest way to do this is chronologically -

My first choice is The Sweep's Song from the second
part of Benjamin Britten's Let's Make an Opera
(librettist Eric Crozier). I was given the LP recording of
this opera by my parents for my birthday when I was eight
or nine. The music stuck with me and has enabled me to
appreciate and love Britten's music.

The Drinking Song, (Libiano ne’ lieti calico), La
Traviata, Verdi. Sung by the Three Tenors, Pavarotti,
Carreras and Domingo. I challenge anyone not to feel
the joy of life when listening to this!”
*********************************************

When I was at Our Lady's Convent School in Abingdon, in
my early teens, our choir joined that of Abingdon School
(then "Roysse's School") to perform Mozart's Requiem
in D minor K.626. My favourite piece is the rousing Dies
Irae. When sung by a full choir with orchestra and organ
it is easy to believe in the trembling there will be on the on
the day of judgment. This was sung in the Brompton
Oratory during the requiem Mass for a close friend of ours
three years ago - it was a real privilege to listen to such
music in its true context.

MARGARET RADFORD (wife of Peter Radford who
was previously interviewed by The Bridge). Margaret’s
popularity was further enhanced by her arranging for
the wonderful Pendyrus Male Choir to appear at The
Burford Festival last year.
Music is my magic carpet that can transport me backwards
in time to see and hear again the sounds that I once heard
for the first time perhaps, and to remember the sights and
the excitement as they were then. –

I cannot pretend that during the 60s I listened to classical
music! During the late 60s I took to recording the Sunday
afternoon "top ten" and still have an old tape (but nothing
to play it on!) of the flower power songs of '68.] From
the songs of the 60s for today I choose the Beatles'
Eleanor Rigby with the line about Father McKenzie
"writing the words of a sermon that no one will hear" as a
reminder for us to be particularly aware during our
lockdown of "all the lonely people".

Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring, J.S. Bach
A journey back to when I sang it with my church choir at
Holton Rd, Barry, and singing in Margery Pugh’s
Children’s Choir.
Street Scene, Act II, La Boheme, Puccini
My first opera was when I was 14 and sang with the
Covent Garden Opera Company when they came to
Cardiff and I sang in the Second Act of La Boheme in the
street scene.

The first production I ever saw at Glyndebourne was
Britten's Midsummer's Nights Dream with James
Bowman as Oberon in Peter Hall's magical 1981
production. I have always loved Shakespeare's poem "I
know a bank where the wild thyme blows" which is so
evocative of an English summer. Sung by James Bowman
to Britten's music it is sublime.

The Six-Five Special Don Lang and his Frantic Five
Is a happy memory when I jived on it, live on BBC TV,
with Lonnie Donegan, Ronnie Carroll, the Ron Delany
Band, Pete Murray, Freddie Mills and others.
Misty Errol Garner.
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Sparks - This Town Ain't Big Enough For The Both Of
Us - the first single I ever bought - seeing them on Top Of
The Pops planted the seed and there was no going back...

Leaping on to 1990, at the funeral of one of my closest
friends who died from AIDS a flautist played the music
from Bailero - Songs of the Auvergne which prompted
me to buy a glorious recording of songs by Kathleen
Ferrier. Actually, I prefer her rendition of "Blow the Wind
Southerly" which I can understand more easily (not in
French!) and reminds me of my walking trip to the Isle of
Skye.

Chameleons - Soul In Isolation - Aptly titled tune from
my favourite ever band
David Bowie - Five Years - I can't ever hear this without it
bringing a lump to my throat - I still miss him!

As a nod to my legal career I must include the Judge's
song in Gilbert & Sullivan's Trial by Jury, "When I,
Good Friends, Was Called to the Bar", with the refrain
"For now I'm a Judge! And a good Judge too! Though all
my law be fudge, Yet I'll never, never budge, But live and
die a Judge! And a good Judge too." Fortunately the pigheaded judges who had that attitude are a dying breed.
I've always enjoyed G & S's tunes - so many of them are
memorable and good fun.

Smiths - How Soon Is Now - A band that I idolised in the
80s
Max Richter - On The Nature Of Daylight - Perfect
isolation music - I could listen to him all day
The Clash - (White Man) in Hammersmith Palais - The
greatest single ever released! One of the most important
bands in the history of music

At our wedding in St. Etheldreda's in Ely Place the choir
sang Mozart's Coronation Mass in C major, K. 317. While
we were signing the register the congregation were treated
to a piece we specially commissioned by a contemporary
composer, Lawrence Hughes, who set Psalm 42 ("As the
deer longs for flowing streams") to music.

Radiohead - Exit Music (For a Film) - I've been lucky
enough to know them one way or another from the early
days when they were called On A Friday
Talk Talk - I Believe In You - Such an underrated band - I
love everything they've done

Finally, I chose the celebratory toasting song, Toreador
from Bizet’s Carmen which I learnt in music class in
primary school and which always cheers me up.!

***********************************************
ELAINE ELLIOT - Former HR Director, now co-editor
and greenhouse enthusiast
As my co-editor got to choose his favourite book last
month I decided to have a go this time but quickly
understood why everyone else has said that it is an
impossible task. My playlist ranges from classical to pop/
rock and, as with all of us, is very mood dependent but
here goes:
Theme from The Magnificent Seven, Elmer Bernstein.
Always uplifting and what a gorgeous team of cowboys!
Parsifal Transformation Music, Wagner. Berlin Phil
under Barenboim. Transcendentally glorious.
Wotan’s Farewell, Die Walküre, Wagner. Heartrending.
Has to be John Tomlinson.
Aria from The Goldberg Variations, Bach. Andras
Schiff 1983 recording. Another blisteringly beautiful
weepy.
Four Last Songs, Strauss. Elisabeth Schwarzkopf or
Felicity Lott. Er - another weepy.
Va Tacito, Giulio Cesare, Handel. Andreas Scholl or
anything by this wonderful countertenor.

GARY SMITH - who has spent his whole life working
in music and he says he knows nothing else! He started
in his local indie record shop - R.E. Cords (yes!) and
over the years worked in many positions for Our Price
and Virgin ending up as head buyer for the chain. He
then set up his own business in 2004 and now has two
record shops in Oxfordshire: Rapture in Witney https://
rapturewitney.co.uk/ and Truck Store in Oxford.

Deh viene alla finestra from Don Giovanni, Mozart.
Ruggero Raimundi. Irresistible serenade. I would
certainly open the window!
It’s a Wonderful World, Louis Armstrong. An old
favourite and hopefully will reflect reality again soon.

He is also passionate about coffee and founded Mostro
Coffee in 2015. https://mostro.coffee/

But tomorrow it could be Elvis, James Brown, The Stones,
Brian Ferry, A.Ha, Bacharach, Michel Le Grand or
anything from the 60s, 70s, 80s….
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factories making weapons. Bombs dropped mainly on
Cardiff docks which were some distance away.
My grandmother, who lived nearer the docks, lived in a
house which received an incendiary bomb. It landed on
the bed in the spare room and burnt the bedspread. We
were evacuated with our mother to Abergavenny where
we moved lodgings about once a week. We were going to
Canada but our mother decided against it at the last
minute which was fortunate because the ship was
torpedoed and all aboard lost their lives.*
Later in the war Hitler, in a desperate attempt to stage a
comeback, sent doodle bugs - pilotless missiles - which
flew overhead noisily, then silence followed by a
resounding crash. One missed our flat by a whisker. East
Enders slept on underground train platforms in fear of
their lives, leaving their sleeping bags for the next night.
Diana Baskervyle-Glegg
*The City of Benares was torpedoed in September 1940
with the loss of 260 lives including 77 child evacuees. The
evacuation programme was then stopped - Ed

Dog walking on the Rec and West Field
We have received complaints recently of dogs off the
lead rushing at senior citizens and children. None have
actually been bitten but the victims have been caused
considerable distress.
The rules have been in force for many years, are clear
and well sign posted. Dogs on the Rec must be on the
lead. Dogs on West Field may be off the lead.
We understand that a number of owners are able,
through good training, to keep their dogs under control
even when off the lead. We also know that some owners
keep their dogs on 30 foot retractable leads which allow
them to run at and jump all over other people and dogs.
The short answer is that all dogs on the Rec should be
under the close control of their owners at all times and
not be allowed to roam freely. The best way of
demonstrating that control is to keep them on the lead.

Drone Flying Over Burford

If the problem is not resolved, we shall be forced to
consider restricting dog walking to West Field only.
Burford Town Council

Recently a drone was sighted flying over the gardens of
Orchard Rise and Windrush Close. It came down in the
vicinity of Swan Lane and Swan Close.
Since the Gatwick Airport fiasco, the owner and/or
pilot of this drone needs to be aware that it is illegal to fly
any drones over 249 grams, without having passed a
competency test and gained Civil Aviation Authority
registration.
No drones whatsoever can be flown over built up or
busy areas at any height, eg villages, towns, housing
estates, recreational parks that are part of a city, town or
village.
Further detailed information can be found on the
C.A.A. website.
If anyone wishes to learn to fly drones or model aircraft
legally, more information can be found on British Model
Flying Association or local club websites.
Roy and Jenny Tarbox

*******************************************

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

Dog Control
I would like to ask all dog owners to be responsible and
keep their pets close by on walks. Recently a lady had to
come right up to me to retrieve her dog, breaking the
social distancing rules. I am type one diabetic, making me
more vulnerable to Covid-19, and I was carrying my seven
week old baby at the time. Sadly my wife has had the
same thing happen to her twice in the past week - once on
the Rec where all dogs should be on leads anyway, and
once on Tanners Lane where the loose dog was almost hit
by a car.
Everyone should be able to take their one walk a day
without fear that someone will break the social distancing
rules and put them at risk of infection. Please keep your
dog under control and help to keep everyone in Burford
safe. It's better to put your dog on a lead, rather than risk
passing on a virus which could make people seriously ill
and put added strain on the NHS.
Luke Baker

Poo Corner

Memories of the Second World War
This distinctive green dog bag was found on a public
footpath in a field to the rear of Burford Surgery in Sheep
Street. No doubt the owner will recognise it. We wonder
why anyone would collect up their dog’s excrement and
then leave it on the path for someone else to come along
and remove it.
Eliza Birrell

The article about Burford in the War prompts me to write
about my own experiences. I was eight when war broke
out on 3 September 1939. The first thing we did was to go
down to the local school for our gas masks. Fortunately
Hitler did not use gas - they were horribly claustrophobic.
We had six servants. Nanny and the cook left to go into
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GOOD AND BAD RECYCLING

NUISANCE FROM BONFIRES

The bulky waste service for residents is being started
again to help residents dispose of larger items. While it
is still subject to some restrictions, residents will be able
to arrange for the collection of up to three items per
household including furniture, white goods and large
electrical items.
The bulky waste teams will be operating to strict
government guidelines on social distancing.
Currently no beds, mattresses, sofas or carpets will be
collected but the service is subject to ongoing review.
For more information and to book a collection, see:
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/gettingrid-of-large-items

West Oxfordshire District Council has seen a major
increase in complaints about bonfires in the last few
weeks and is calling on residents to be more
considerate of those with respiratory conditions and
people in self-isolation.
Most of us are spending more time at home and
while having bonfires can be tempting, they carry risks
for vulnerable members of our communities. Bonfires
cause issues for your neighbours, especially those with
respiratory problems, people who are shielding
themselves from COVID-19 or anyone who may have
contracted the virus.
COVID-19 attacks the respiratory system so
residents are requested to please refrain from lighting
fires which may affect vulnerable people while
lockdown continues.
Burning doesn’t just affect the vulnerable. Bonfires
and drifting smoke are a nuisance for neighbours
wanting to spend time in their gardens or keep
windows open.
Bonfires can also get out of hand and take up the
valuable time and resources of the fire service which
may put others at risk during the pandemic. Please be
considerate of your neighbours and use alternatives such
as composting or storing any waste until government
restrictions are lifted. We know this isn't an ideal
solution for everyone but these are not ideal times. You
can put most of your garden waste to use - a successful
compost heap needs lots of brown material as well as
green. Don’t burn it, use prunings and dry material to
improve your compost heap.
Environmental and Regulatory Services are required
to investigate bonfire complaints whilst following
guidance and procedures for social distancing. If
considered a waste offence or statutory nuisance, it may
result in enforcement action and fines.
To stay up-to-date on the Council’s waste and recycling
services, please see our Coronavirus Bins and Recycling
page. communications@westoxon.gov.uk

Residents are being urged to avoid contaminating their
recycling bins with ordinary waste
Recently a growing number of collections have been
mixed with a variety of non-recyclable items such as
textiles, food and nappies. It means the contamination
has to be painstakingly removed before being sent off to
be incinerated – a process that can cost thousands of
pounds.
More waste is being generated now but removing it
is a costly and potentially hazardous process,
particularly at this time. Please ensure your waste is put
in the correct bin and store any excess recycling if
necessary. If it is contaminated it may not be collected,
making the situation worse.
Waste crews are instructed to check bins and
leave a tag if they are contaminated asking the
resident to re-sort it.
For a reminder of which bins to use see:
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/whatto-put-in-your-bin/

Dix Pit recycling centre has reopened but with limited
hours (8am to 4pm) and social distancing. There may
be long queues.
Editors
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One of the most challenging plays to date was Neville’s
Island, directed in 2005 by Mandyrae Jessey. Take four
characters, stranded on an island in the Lake District on a
very cold, wet and foggy November morning, having just
crawled out of the said lake, and what can possibly go
wrong? With all four characters on stage almost constantly,
and 14 separate scenes, this was hard going. To begin the
play, we all immersed ourselves in the changing room
showers, then walked the length of the Hall outside in midwinter, made our entrances through the audience and then
changed out of our wet clothes on stage. Phew!

THE WYCHWOOD PLAYERS
For many years amateur dramatics have flourished locally
in the form of Wychwood Players. This drama group owes
its existence to the WI pantomimes staged for many years
in the OLD Beaconsfield Hall, adjacent to The Wychwood
Inn, or The Red Horse as it was then, in the nearby village
of Shipton-under-Wychwood.
In 1997, shortly before the original hall closed,
Wychwood Players evolved and, for the first time,
branched out from the pantomime formula to stage
Confusions by Alan Ayckbourn, a set of three one act plays
which included the hilarious catalogue of disasters that is
Gosforth’s Fete. The following year saw the New
Beaconsfield Hall opened and Wychwood Players
ambitiously tackled their first full length play, The Devil’s
Disciple by George Bernard Shaw. This was directed by
the late Tony Butterfield, and boasted a cast of 29 with
many others helping behind the scenes!
Over the following years, Wychwood Players have gone
from strength to strength, producing a varied programme
of entertainment, but the genesis of the group in the WI
pantomimes has not been forgotten. In a short article it is
impossible to name check everyone who has contributed,
but many of the early pantomimes were written with great
aplomb (and some inspired puns) by John Drew, who also
led the group as chairman during the early years.
In total, the Players have now staged over 50
productions, comprising comedies, serious drama and
musicals, as well as the aforementioned pantomimes.
These have included supper evenings, sometimes set
around two one act plays or short sketches. Particularly
memorable in the early years was Oh What A Lovely War,
originally devised as a theatre workshop production by
Joan Littlewood. This was directed by Alice Burns, hall
administrator, who also succeeded the long serving Win
White as parish clerk. The musical play, staged in 2003,
was a form of an end-of-pier show, performed by a troupe
of Pierrots, and it included some poignant First World War
songs which left this cast member, for one, feeling very
emotional.
Another early success was The Winslow Boy, a period
piece by Terence Rattigan, staged by the group in 2001
under the direction of Dudley Thompson, who went on to
succeed John Drew as chairman for many years.
Yet another was Outside Edge, by Richard Harris, with
a cricketing theme and more drama off pitch than on,
tracing the convoluted relationships that can develop in a
competitive field.
Over the years, the Players have returned again and
again to Alan Ayckbourn. Arguably one of the best
contemporary playwrights, he manages to combine humour
and pathos with a deft touch and skilfully observed human
characteristics. Ayckbourn productions have included Ten
Times Table, Relatively Speaking, Time of My Life, Table
Manners, Bedroom Farce and Confusions (staged for a
second time in 2015).
Two of Noel Coward’s best known plays have been
brought to the stage: Hay Fever (2004) and Blithe Spirit
(2011), and Terence Rattigan’s one act play about a failed
schoolmaster, The Browning Version, was produced in
2006. The latter was a particular favourite of this writer.
There was an atmospheric production of J B Priestley’s
chilling play An Inspector Calls in 2007, and in 2015
Dangerous Corner peeled away the veneer of
respectability and hypocrisy of its characters. Most
recently, there was the much heralded production of
Priestley’s Laburnum Grove.

The late Tony Hinds, screenwriter and producer on most of
the Hammer House of Horror films, who lived locally, very
generously allowed the Players to use two of his scripts,
Frankenstein (2006) and The Hound of the Baskervilles
(2013) without paying royalties. As an aside, the average
costs of mounting a production are around £2,500, and on
occasion have been as high as £3,500, so good box office
numbers are essential.
In recent years, the group have tackled several hugely
popular TV series, with productions of Allo Allo (2013),
The Vicar of Dibley (2017) and Blackadder Goes Forth
(2018). It is always daunting to portray such well known
characters as these contain, but judging by audience
feedback they were well received.
Many productions have employed elaborate and
visually appealing sets which are a credit to both designers
and builders alike. It is invidious to single out examples,
but Humble Boy (2009), with its elaborate garden and
Wuthering Heights (2016), which portrayed both that
property and Thrushcross Grange on stage simultaneously,
come to mind.

One of the most difficult and time consuming jobs for the
Committee is to choose suitable plays for our audiences.
Countless scripts are read, considered, sometimes chosen
and then, for a variety of reasons, subsequently put down.
As I write this piece we are in the depths of Covid-19 and
have been obliged to cancel the April production midway
through rehearsal. However, rest assured that we shall
return to the stage just as soon possible!
Phillip Croxson - Chairman, Wychwood Players
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taken in each clinic to reduce the risk of spreading the
infection. This is to protect patients, staff and the general
public.
Cancer treatment continues during COVID-19
Cancer treatment at OUH continues to be provided
during the COVID-19 pandemic in line with national
advice issued to trusts by NHS England and NHS
Improvement (NHSE&I) on 30 March. NHSE&I’s
guidance states that:
• The NHS must ensure that essential and urgent cancer
treatments must continue
• Cancer specialists should discuss with their patients
whether it is riskier for them to undergo or to delay
treatment at this time
• If referrals or treatment plans depart from normal
practice, safety netting must be in place so that patients
can be followed up
• Following the national securing of independent hospital
capacity, consideration should be given to using this extra
capacity for cancer diagnosis and treatment
Cancer surgery within OUH continues to be carried
out primarily within the Oncology & Haematology
Centre at the Churchill Hospital, a regional centre of
excellence, but also at the John Radcliffe Hospital and at
the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre for specific tumours.
Additional independent hospital capacity at the Manor
Hospital is being used and OUH is working closely with
other providers to ensure that cancer patients can have
their surgery in as timely a way as possible where there is
spare capacity to carry this out.
I would like to say a big thank you to all the residents
who continue to work to help us get through this difficult
time.
Cllr Nicholas Field-Johnson
nick.fieldjohnson@oxfordshire.gov.uk and
nfjuk3@gmail.com

Oxfordshire is at the heart of COVID-19 research
There is a wide range of COVID-19
related research studies taking place
in Oxfordshire: Oxford patients with
COVID-19 were among the first to be
recruited to the RECOVERY trial
which is testing the effects of
potential drug treatments for those
with the virus. This major national
clinical trial is the largest of its kind in the world.
Researchers from the University of Oxford’s Jenner
Institute and the Oxford Vaccine Group began testing a
COVID-19 vaccine in human volunteers in Oxford on 23
April. Around 1,110 people will take part in the trial, half
receiving the vaccine and the other half (the control
group) receiving a widely available meningitis vaccine.
The researchers started screening healthy volunteers aged
between 18 and 55 in March. The team hope to have a
million doses of the vaccine ready by September to carry
out large-scale clinical trials during the autumn.
The NIHR Oxford BRC’s Co-theme Lead for
Antimicrobial Resistance and Modernising
Microbiology, Prof. Sarah Walker, is the chief investigator
for a major new government study to track COVID-19 in
the general population. Some 20,000 households across
England are being contacted to take part in the first wave
of the study, which aims to help improve understanding
around the current rate of infection and how many people
are likely to have developed antibodies to the virus.
Wearable technology developed by Oxford BRCsupported biomedical engineers and medical researchers
is being used on the isolation ward at the John Radcliffe
Hospital in Oxford to monitor patients’ vital signs.
Clinical Lead urges people to use emergency
departments.
Staff at Oxford University Hospitals (OUH) are
encouraging people whose health may be at risk to come
to the emergency departments at the John Radcliffe and
Horton hospitals during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Attendances have been significantly lower since the
pandemic started and the trust is concerned that people
are putting their health at risk by not accessing lifesaving services. Staff will treat any serious conditions or
ailments. There are systems in place to triage patients
with suspected COVID-19, so everyone who comes to
hospital will be treated in a safe way.
New clinics to support patients with Coronavirus.
New COVID-19 clinics to support patients with
suspected or confirmed COVID-19 are now open across
Oxfordshire. A home visiting service will also become
available soon for people suffering from coronavirus who
are deemed suitable for this and need support in their
own home. The clinics and home visiting service will
bring together clinicians and resources to support patients
with coronavirus in the community. Appointments for the
clinics and support are arranged over the telephone either
via the patient’s GP practice or via NHS111. The clinics
are only for patients with a pre-arranged appointment;
they are not a walk in facility. Precautions are being

*********************************************

GRIM REAPER CORNER

This undertaker may not have fully realised how his
window display might be interpreted. Still, at least he
was thinking outside the box.
Editors
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If you do not have access to the website, please contact
01993 228545 and listen to the sermon over the phone.
Tarnia Usher

CONGRATULATIONS TO SOFIA EVANS

Burford Methodist Church
Our minister Rev. Fred Ireland will hold a communion
service on 28 June at 11am
Anne Weir
*********************************************

KEN DADGE
I had the privilege of conducting the funeral of Ken
Dadge on 7 May at Burford Cemetery, where he is
buried with his wife Josie, who died last November.
They had two sons, Colin and Graham, and the whole
family have been significant figures in Burford for many
years. Ken was born on 4 June 1936, and worked for
Garne's Brewery, and later Wadworths, on their dray
lorries delivering beer to many pubs and hotels in the
local area. The habit of early rising never left him, and
on retirement Ken delivered newspapers to some of The
Bridge villages, as well as helping Josie to keep the
Burford Town Council office in the Tolsey clean and
tidy.
Ken continued to enjoy his beer and a friendly, social
chat, regularly helping neighbours in a variety of ways,
but Josie's death left a massive hole in his life, and he
began to need an increasing amount of care. When this
could no longer be sufficiently provided at home, Ken
moved up to the Burford Nursing Home, where he was
well looked after in his final days. The fond regard in
which he was held was shown by the long line of
Witney Street residents and others who lined the road to
pay their respects as Ken was taken on a beautiful day to
his final resting place.
Rev. Cedric Reavley

Our daughter, Sofia, age nine, organised and promoted a
bake sale to raise money for the NHS. She stood in the
cold for two hours and the wonderful community bought
cakes to raise £262.62.
Lisa Evans
********************************************

CHURCH EVENTS

********************************************

Parish Church Community Prayer

GRIZEL BALFOUR

We are living through troubling and unsettling times.
We may be worried about loved ones, our futures, or any
number of things. The parishes within the Burford
Benefice of Churches long to love and support our
communities.

Grizel Balfour died
peacefully on 4 April;
she would have been 107
in May. Grizel moved to
Burford in 1974 with her
husband Michael and
lived in Swan Lane until
she moved to the
Cotswold Home in 2006.
She was very active in
the community, being a
member of the Town
Council, President of the
WI, on the committee of
the Horticultural Society
and she was also an active
member of the Parish Church. A Thanksgiving Service
will be held in Burford Church at some time in the
future.
Information provided by Corinna Balfour (daughter).

One way we would like to help is by praying for you.
Every Monday evening, each parish commits to praying
for their communities.
If you would like us to pray for you, or for
something specific, please email us on
communityprayer@burfordchurch.org, letting us know
where you live so we can pass it to the right parish.
Anything you send to us will be treated in the strictest
confidence.
James Morrey
The St John the Baptist Church in Burford would like
you to know that sermons are still taking place each
week and can be found at https://
www.burfordchurch.org/sunday-services-1
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FROM MRS BUMBLES

BURFORD’S TOLSEY MUSEUM

I don’t know much about economics but I was surprised
to read a Bank of England survey recently published
suggesting that the UK can expect a V shaped economic
recovery in a matter of months. The V shape would
represent the sharpest collapse in 200 years and the
sharpest recovery in 300 years. This has been described
as “more of a bungee jump than a V” in a recent
economics article in a newspaper. This represents a 25
per cent plunge in growth in Q2, followed by a 14 per
cent and 11 per cent boom in Q3 and Q4. What ?
As Mr McEnroe would have said: “You cannot be
serious”. Let me explain.
Bumbles has been classed as an essential business as
we all need to eat. As such we can go where we want so
long as we are doing so for business reasons. We
recently had to have a meeting in Oxford and we saw
the effects of the virus first hand. We got into the centre
of Oxford in under 25 minutes and getting out of the car
stepped into the new normal. I don’t wish to be
depressing but Oxford (like everywhere else) is a ghost
town. The only sound was from the hammers from the
building sites in Trinity and Wadham Colleges. As we
stood there, guess who was the first person we saw? A
traffic warden. Even he had the grace to look
embarrassed There was nothing else happening.
Recovery in months? I don’t think so.
We all understand the human tragedies being played
out in our hospitals and care homes – that’s why we go
outside and applaud our front line workers on a
Thursday evening – but the economic consequences are
going to be dire and we risk 25% of local shops, pubs
and cafes being permanently vacated by the autumn. I
hope we are wrong. We hope to continue to remain
open – keep safe and thanks for your support.
Steve Colter

OF LOCAL HISTORY

Made in Burford
A recent acquisition for the museum is this brass jug, discovered at
a boot sale in Oxford by Mr Chris Agg, who was intrigued to see
that it was made in Burford.

With its tapered body and wide spout, the jug is a larger version of
one similar and already in the collection. This, our records say,
was designed by Captain Kettlewell and is personalised with a
white metal letter ‘K’ beneath the spout. But the maker’s mark
underneath the new exhibit proves that at least more than one was
made, but which craftsman does the plate refer to?
In the 1924 Kelly’s Directory of Oxfordshire Bertram Richards
is listed as a brazier, and in Mrs Gretton’s 1945 edition of Burford
Past and Present, she talks of Benjamin Richards as the last
generation of his family of metal workers in Burford. He lent, for
a June 1939 exhibition, copper printing plates for producing
letterheads, dating from around 1830, and these show that John
Richards was a brazier, coppersmith, iron and tinplate worker. The
tinplate model of Burford church on show in the museum was
made by a member of the family, and several of their distinctive
rainwater hoppers can be seen still in use around the town, each
with a decorative star. See how many you can find .

********************************************

COTSWOLD FLOUR MILL
Matthews Cotswold Flour Mill at
Shipton-under-Wychwood has
been working flat out to meet
demand. They’ve caught up with
orders now and wanted to say
thank you to all their loyal local
customers who had to wait for
their flour to arrive. Post a photo
of your bake with the hashtag
#Burfordlovesbaking on any of Matthews’ social media
channels and three will be selected to win a box of five
free 1.5kg bags of flour.

Unfortunately, the museum remains closed for the
foreseeable future, and sadly, the 60-year party, planned
for 3 July is postponed indefinitely.
Chris Walker

Also, Matthews is donating free flour to any local
organisations baking for the NHS or vulnerable so
please email Orders@matthews.co.uk to nominate an
organisation.
Bertie Matthews

And finally ….
We were interested to see that Burford Parish
Church was holding a Virtual Ladies’ Breakfast.
We assume they could not find any actual ladies
in the parish.
Editors

Above is a photo of Bertie with a trade sized bag of
Cotswold Crunch flour.
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BURFORD PHOTOGRAPHS
We are very grateful to our readers who sent us so many lovely photographs of local scenes. We are sorry we cannot
include them all decided to give priority to those celebrating VE Day. We hope you find them interesting. Paul
Andrew provided Barns Lane photos of daughter Charley and himself, Jonty, Poppy and Fin Rae and Julie, Paul,
Stevie, Ben, Colin and Rhea the dog; Penelope Leaf shows how Guildenford celebrates socially distancing; Peter
Martin shows a shop front window; Ola Caless, shows Evelyn, Flossy and Darcey in Shilton Road.
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DIRECTORY OF LOCAL BUSINESSES & SERVICES
Company Name

Business Type

Phone

Antiques @ The George

Award winning, friendly antiques centre

01993 823319

Cameo Hairdressers. Burford Barbers
& Beauty at Cameo

Find us at Christmas Court in Burford

01993 822292

Chipping Norton Vet Hospital

(Burford Branch) Large and small animal care

01608 642547

CJD Architects

Chartered Architects

01993 823646

The Cotswold Cheese Company

We sell Artisan cheese, delicatessen foods, wines, beers, gifts
and fresh bread (Thurs, Fri & Sat)

01993 823882

Cotswold Painting & Decorating

All Painting and Decorating

01993 823670
07919 886685

Hickman Brothers Landscapes Ltd

Garden Design and Construction, Landscape and Garden Supplies
www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

01993 822226

Jenny Smith

Spanish & French tutor. Building confidence GCSE/KS2.
Experience in schools; DBS check held.

07908 602547

Kendall & Davies Solicitors

Expert, friendly, client-focused legal services with offices in Burford.
www.kendallanddavies.co.uk

01993 822025

Tayler and Fletcher

Estate Agents / Chartered Surveyors / Fine Art Auctioneers and Valuers /
Commercial Agents / Rural Specialists

01993 220579

Light My Night

Garden lighting design & installation with friendly, professional service.
Free no obligation quotes. www.lightmynight.co.uk

01865 460300

Mallams

Auctioneers and Valuers

01993 822666

Pauline Carter
BA AmusLCM CTABRSM MISM

Piano Teacher

01993 774568

Painter and Decorator

01451 810376
07788 896496

Peter Garratt
StayCotswold

Holiday/Short Lets, Relocation, Corporate Stays, Property Search, Sales &
Lettings. www.staycotswold.com

01993 259444

Thomas Ellis-Rees

Clock, Watch & Barometer repairs

01993 822132

Vick’s Byway Garage

Vehicle servicing & repairs. MOT Testing Station

01993 823142

VJ Hancock & Co Ltd

Certified Accountants / Chartered Tax Advisers
www.vjhaccountancy.co.uk

01993 822817

Mrs Rachel Vetch MSSCh MBChA

Chiropodist/Podiatrist; HPC no.17272 Home Visits

01367 860339

West Oxon Wills & Probate

Legal Services in your home or office. Lasting Powers of Attorneys, Trusts,
Funeral Plans www.westoxonwills.co.uk

01993 220281

ElWell

Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Nutrition
Helping people stay independent as they get older

01865 238185

Burford Foot Clinic

Chiropody
Castles Yard, Pytts Lane, OX18 4SJ

01993 200980

Adam Carter Chauffer Services

Local Private Hire Chauffeur
www.adamcarterchauffeurservices.co.uk

07920 135157

Tony Williams

Welding/Brazing/Soldering & Metalwork
Home/Garden & General repairs & alterations

07722334696

Fairways Cotswold Explorer

for all your Airport & Cruise transfers

01993823152
07751472125

Computer problems fixed!

Contact Colin

07887 532252
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COTSWOLD WELLBEING
We have expanded and our Brand-New Wellbeing Centre offers
highly qualified and skilled professionals,
delivering exceptional quality, in the beautiful Cotswolds.
We are located at Woodgrove Farm in Fulbrook, Burford OX18 4BH

Pilates – 07917 090396 info@pilateswithursula.co.uk
Greenwood Osteopathy – 07595 401224 greenwood.osteopathy@gmail.com
Homeopath, Aromatherapy & Massage - 07513 058254 marcela.holmes@cotswoldhomeopath.co.uk
Personal Trainer/Life Coach – Sarah 07399482762 info@sarahmariani.co.uk
Deep Tissue Massage – Sukreni 07780842034 sukrenimade@yahoo.com
Yoga Vinyasa Flow – Loren 07570 023 868 killeenloren@gmail.com
Hypnotherapy - 07940711949 k.riveratallents@btinternet.com
More services yet to come & Retreats in the French Riviera.
www.cotswoldwellbeing.com

RAMONA GOGOLOS MCFHP
MAFHP
FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Services:toe nail trimming
ingrowing nail
thickened nails
corn and callus removal
fungal nail treatment
verruca treatment
diabetic foot advice

CJD Architects
Chartered Practice

The Practice is experienced, dedicated, flexible & regularly
appointed for its innovative, creative & exciting design solutions.
Clients receive the closest of personal attention in the
development of their ideas and aspirations :ü exploring exciting spacial solutions
ü consideration of the existing site features & surroundings
ü sound practical construction knowledge
ü using sustainable materials
ü achieving high levels of insulation to minimise energy usage

Burford Foot Clinic: Castles Yard,
Pytts Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ
(By appointment only)
Home visits also available
Tel: 01993 200 980
Mob: 07884318091

All sensitively & practicably co-ordinated to ensure a unique
solution creating exciting & efficient spaces, all energy efficient
& of which all may be proud.
Contact
Christopher J Davis ARIBA, ACArch
CJD Architects, 44, Taynton, Oxfordshire OX18 4UH
T: 01993 823646
E: chris@a-cjd.co.uk
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GARDEN &
LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES
Shop online at www.hickmanlandscapes.co.uk
Contact sales on 01993
Opening Times

822226

sales@hickmanlandscapes.co.uk

Monday - Friday 07:30 - 17:00
Saturday

08:00 - 13:00

SKIP & PLANT HIRE
Hickman Bros Landscapes, Shipton Hill, Fulbrook, Burford, OX18 4BZ

Supporters of our Local Community
At the Rooflight Company we believe business should
be a force for good. That’s why we have developed the
perfect rooflight solution for heritage areas of outstanding
natural beauty, and are also proud to support our local
community.

Speak to us today about our
Conservation Rooflight® range.

Heritage | Modern | Bespoke Design
Visit: www.therooflightcompany.co.uk
Email: enquiries@therooflightcompany.co.uk | Tel: 01993 833155
Designed and built in Oxfordshire
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EXCEPTIONAL
CARE IN
BURFORD

A wholly-owned subsidiary of Turn2us

The Cotswold Home is one of
a select group of care homes
operated by Elizabeth Finn Homes
and offers a home from home for
discerning guests who appreciate
comfort, quality and exceptional
care.
We offer personal or nursing care
on a permanent or short stay basis,
as well as end of life care, all to the
same exceptional standard.
TOP

THE COTSWOLD
HOME
Woodside Drive,
Bradwell Village,
Burford
WR9 0BP

Why not come and see for
yourself?
Call Catherine Lines, our General
Manager on Tel: 01993 824225 or
enquiries.cotswold@efhl.co.uk

Advert for 2020

19
20

20

D
AR
AW

From award-winning restaurant
style dining to beautiful
landscaped gardens and
industry leading staffing levels,
The Costwold Home provides
the highest level of service and
facilities.

www.efhl.co.uk

The Cotswold Cheese Company
113 High Street, Burford 01993 823882

Supporting Local Producers

MOBILE: 07793 74 73 72
EMAIL: info@sdd-b.com
www.sdd-b.com
Try our great selection of

Renovations, New Builds,
Extensions, Carports, Patio’s
and Landscaping.

Wines
and

Local Beers

along with our delicious

Call 07793 74 73 72
to discuss your project

Artisan Cheeses

www.cotswoldcheese.com
burford@cotswoldcheese.com
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Robinson Family
Gardeners

Robinson Family
Gardeners

Reliable and friendly local
gardener

Reliable and friendly local
gardener

Call Jon on 07971 050 244
jonrobinson35@icloud.com

Call Jon on 07971 050 244
jonrobinson35@icloud.com

All types of garden maintenance
carried out along with tree work
and general carpentry

All types of garden maintenance
carried out along with tree work
and general carpentry
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WANTED

Shaun Guard

TV & WIFI SERVICES

I wish to purchase stamp collections.
Friendly free valuation service without
obligation and immediate payment.

■
■
■
■
■

Also medals, coins, postcards and
other collectables

Aerials - supplied & repaired also poor reception solved
Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned
CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Witney 01993 608118

Please call:- David Lord 01993 881862

Do you have unwanted china cluttering up your
cupboards?
I am looking to buy good quality English china.
Cash paid. Vintage, Art Deco, Mid Century
patterns or top makes such as Royal Doulton,
Royal Crown Derby, Spode etc.
Call Liz at The Wanted Chinaman on 07713
162596 for a no obligation chat and further info.
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Here to help our community
during the pandemic crisis.
PLUS top tips to make sure your
medicine cabinet is fully prepared!

During the unexpected lockdown period many people
have been busy spring cleaning and clearing out
cupboards. Now is an excellent time to clear out your
home medicine cabinet, ensuring it is well stocked with
in-date over the counter remedies for seasonal common
ailments which may prevail over the months ahead.
Here is our suggested checklist:
1. Discard any prescription medicines and over-thecounter products which are out of date or no longer
required - please bring these to the chemist for safe
disposal
2. Check you have basic first aid and medicinal
essential products, such as:
•
Plasters & bandages for minor cuts & abrasions
•
Antiseptic lotion or cream
•
Cold & flu products, eg Lemsip, Beechams etc
•
Sore throat pastilles, eg Strepsils
•
Cotton wool pads
•
Pain killers eg paracetamol
•
Thermometer, tweezers & small scissors

Like the rest of the country, at the time of writing we are
waiting with baited breath to learn when and how the
nationwide lockdown will gradually be eased.
The government have begun testing new contact tracing
app on the Isle of Wight and Oxford University, along
with other scientists across the globe, are committed to
developing a vaccine to combat the Covid-19 virus.
New safety screens have been installed at our chemist
to protect our dedicated team of staff and our retail
customers. We have put together a Covid Pack
comprising facial protective masks, hand sanitiser, hand
soap, tissues, Paracetamol, vitamin C and zinc tablets
- please contact our pharmacy team if you wish to
purchase a pack and also to discuss the suitability of the
contents should you have any existing medical concerns.

After a glorious, sunny spring it is vital to check you
have supplies of seasonal products, such as insect bite
relief cream, antihistamines for combating hay fever and
allergies, athlete’s foot treatment, blister plasters, muscle
pain relief and, of course, protective sunscreen creams.
We are pleased to stock all of these items so you can
ensure you are ready for the summer ahead.
We are delighted to announce that our NEW website is
now live! To find out more about the fascinating history
and explore our services please visit reavley.co.uk.
We remain open 7 days a week and now deliver FREE to
local residents and the surrounding villages. Please call
us if you require home delivery to check we cover your
area and meet our criteria - 01993 823144.

Proud to be England’s Oldest Pharmacy
We Dispense NHS & Private Prescriptions | Professional Lifestyle & Healthcare Advice
Wide Range of Over the Counter Medicines | Traditional Remedies
Stockists of Premium Beauty Brands | Delivery Service Available

Reavley Chemist

Open 7 days a week

124 High St, Burford OX18 4QR

Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm

01993 823144 | info@reavley.co.uk

Saturday 9am – 5pm

www.reavley.co.uk

Sunday 10am – 4pm

Monthly_Editorial_June.indd 1

07/05/2020 14:07

- 33 -

The Burford
Veterinary Surgery
1 Castles Yard, Pytt’s Lane, Burford. OX18 4SJ.
Call 01608 642547 for an appointment
All animals cared for including exotic pets. As well as dogs, cats and rabbits we can help
‘small furries’, tortoises, lizards, snakes, birds, fish and any other unusual pet.
 Farm animals including camelids.
 Poultry and game birds.
 Car Park
 Consultations: Mon to Fri 2.30pm to 4pm,
Saturdays 11.30 am to 12 noon.


Barguss

CONSTRUCTION LTD
Quarter page, Portrait Template

Historic and listed building specialists
Restoration ▪ Extensions ▪ Decorating ▪ Refurbishment

PROFESSIONAL ARBORICULTURE

The Old Bell Foundry
Regional Winner
45 Witney Street
Burford
Tel: 01993 824703
Oxfordshire
email: office@barguss.co.uk
OX18 4RX
web: www.barguss.co.uk

All ASPECTS
PPOF TREE SURGERY UNDERTAKEN
FULLY INSURED
FREE QUOTATIONS
(01993) 868001
office@jagtrees.co.uk
www.jagtrees.co.uk

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE
COUNTRYSIDE
Here at Nicholsons we aim to offer you much more than your typical
garden centre experience.

The Plant Centre

Hedging & Screening | Colourful herbaceous plants and flowers
Fragrant herbs| Ornamental and edible fruit trees | David Austin roses
Topiary | Veggie strips | Hairy pots | Expert advice & Guidance

Rosara - Outdoor style for your garden

Furniture Sets | Garden accessories | Hammocks | Planters| Textiles
Kadais and BBQs | Lighting

The Yurt Café - Delightful treats under canvas

Breakfast | Light lunches | Oak roasted coffee | Afternoon Tea
Artisan teas | Homemade cakes | All dietary requirements welcome
To find out more please visit our website:

www.nicholsonsgb.com
The Park, North Aston, OX25 6HL
01869 340342
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Thank You
Richmond Witney would like to
thank you, the local community, for
your continued support and kindness.
We hope you are keeping well.
Please stay safe and let’s stay connected.

Tel: 01993 768652
www.richmond-villages.com/witney
Richmond Witney, Coral Springs Way, Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 5DG
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more.

For clothes that mean
That add to the
of our lives.

story

We’re Open

Hello Burford
Burford Pop-Up: 45 High St, Burford OX18 4QA
saharalondon.com

